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Israel, who did not fight amongst themselves as to who will be the

ones will encamp to the south and which to the north. Each Shevet

to Hashem's command.
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our own lives, declares R' Zalman Sorotzkin ZT"L, in his sefer

eading the Torah, let us not aspire just for the Mizrach Vant - the most

cessevesss TIYY AT DY coveted position of all, but rather, accept with love and willingness, any
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Wringing out the liquid from a fabric is ordinarily the final stage of
”7” nYTN the laundering process. Wringing alone is considered an act of 915,
122y NV

(X=X} /191 51%3W1D NIYA 999D 93402 NVYN IR /1 92499
PN TN .7 7Y 9217021 DN WK, NN MNP DIAT H3Y WITNA DD
TV VA NYPON THN NDN DYY INPN DPNHY NIN IRIY DY YV 5IMIND
-DYN 175727 DY MYTNIND )2 MY D) 3T9 INDY INNNNY INNN
JWIDD PN AN DNIINY P50 H781 XY RN /9 17191 TN

| that has been washed, such as wool, cotton, linen and sponge. The 1A,
however, forbid wringing even from non—absqrbent fabric, or from hair.
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This summarizing Possuk actually praises the children of the tribes of

leading tribe - who will be in the east and who will be in the west, which
pitched their tents exactly where Moshe rabbeinu told them to, according
This behavior of our ancestors exemplifies the path we are to follow in

Oznaim L'Torah. When we wish to establish our place in shul, or when

because the water absorbed in the fabric generally contains some dirt and
when it is wrung out, the fabric is cleaned to a greater degree than before.
NINNTNY, it is forbidden to wring out liquid from an absorbent fabric
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with the man, but, whereas when dealing with highly regarded Talmidei
Chachomim, the man kept up his intensity and concentration in order to
disprove their arguments, as he looked down at this young boy, he let
down his guard, not taking the boy too seriously and not thinking
carefully. Elenka was a smart and sharp boy and took full advantage of
this lapse in concentration to fully prove his point and utterly demolish
the other man's explanations.

This happened on a number of occasions and each time, young Elenka
was able to seize upon the man's lapses to convince him that he was
wrong - until the man finally broke down and ran to the Rov of Salant, R’
Tzvi Broida ZT"L with tears in his eyes and a heavy heart. He said that
he had come to the realization that he really was unworthy in Torah
learning, lacking clear thought and understanding. R' Tzvi saw that the
arrogance had all but drained from the man and he asked R' Yisroel
Salanter to take him under his wing and teach him to learn in the proper
manner and attitude. He did, and this young man, after realizing the error
of his previous ways, rose up and became one of the Gedolei Hador.
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Rashi remarks that Hashem foresaw that all those who were counted
were destined to die in the Midbar. The Levi'im were not included in this
count since they did not sin with the Golden Calf (that and the sin of the
spies was punished by death in the wilderness). How are we to understand
this? If Shevet Levi did not incur the death penalty, why would they be
affected adversely by being counted along with the rest of the people?

Explains R' Chaim Shmuelevitz ZT"L, that Hashem judges the
world, not only on an individual basis, but also from a collective
perspective. An individual who, on his own account, is not worthy of
divine beneficence, will still receive favor, if the community with which
he is attached, merits it. Conversely, a person who himself is innocent of
a crime, may still be punished if his community deserves to be punished.

In the present Possuk, where Hashem wants to preclude the Levi'im
from dying in the Midbar, He commanded Moshe to count the Levi'im
seperately, designating them as a seperate community.
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A young man - a Talmid Chochom, well versed in many facets of
Torah, Bavli, Yerushalmi, etc, - once came to the city of Salant, and
made his way to the Beis Medrash. Many young, and not yet renowned
Gedolim, learned in this Beis Medrash, including R' Shmuel Salant
ZT"L, future Rov of Yerushalayim, and R' Yisroel Lipkin Salanter
ZT"L, future founder of the Mussar movement, and this man engaged

| them in an intense learned discussion. It became readily apparent that his

arguments were invalid and the men gathered, tried to no avail, to
convince him of his error. However, due to his immense arrogance, and
the pompous attitude he displayed towards the others and their views, he
could not be swayed and clung protectively to his original assertations.
R' Yosef Zundel Salanter ZT"L was also involved in the discussion,
but when he realized that the man would not be moved, he had a brilliant
idea. Seizing upon the man's arrogance as his weakness, he called an
eight year old boy, Eliyohu, who had impressed everyone with his rare
genius abilities and outstanding mind, and sent him over to engage this
misguided man in learning and convince him of the truth. R' Yosef
Zundel's plan worked perfectly. Elenka began to talk in learn learning




