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The configuration of the tefillin shel rosh, the part of the tefillin worn
on the base of the head, corresponds to the encampment of Brei Yisroel in
the desert. The Ba'al Tikun Tefillin, R' Avrohom of Zunsheim ZT'L,
explains there are a total of 12 stitches closing the fefillin, 3 on each side
of the N¥8p - central cube. This corresponds to the 12 tribes encamped in
the desert, 3 on each side of the central area of Machaneh Leviyah - the
Levi'ite camp, and Machaneh Shechina - the Divine camp, which housed
the mishkan. In the center, we have the cube that houses the parshyios -
script of the tefillin. The cube corresponds to the WX - Holy Ark,and the
NP9, to the luchos which were inside. On the top of the Aron were the
©°21O - the two cherubs, whose wings were spread aloft. The image of the
cherubs with their wings spread aloft, loosely has a configuration similar
to the letter #v». The k'tzitzoh which houses the fefillin parshiyos, has two
letters of shin on the outside, similar to the Aron and the two cherubs on
top. This is alluded to in the posuk in Tehillim, "TN1IR DY »IN vy - "I
rejoice with your words". »ow” is spelled with two "Sins". These
represent the two cherubs and the two Sins on the tefillin housing.
Likewise, 9n wv” symbolizes the two cherubs on the aron over the Ten
Commandments, which begins with the word 2N,
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R' Yechezkel of Kuzmir ZT"L would say:
"Out of His love for Bnei Yisroel, Hashem counts us at all times. By
counting us according to the best, most productive, times of our lives, as
opposed to our sinful worst, we are always beloved before Hashem."

An old man once said:
"If you live to be one hundred years old, you've got it made. Very few
people die past that age!"

R' Wolf of Zbaroz ZT''L would say:

"A coachman should never whip his horses. If he knew how to talk to
them, he would not need to whip them, right? Is it fair then, to punish the
poor horses because of his ignorance?"
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R' Yisroel Meir took the man's hand gently in his own. "No," the
Chofetz Chaim told him. "The reason why you are not a kohen, is
because, when Moshe came down the mountain and asked, 9N b " -
"Who is for Hashem, Come to Me!" only the tribe of Levi came! Although
the firstborn were not guilty of any worship of the "egel”, they did not
respond to Moshe's call. At that time, the firstborn lost their right to be
kohanim."

"My dear rabbi," said the Chofetz Chaim, "there is not such a great
difference between one who sins and one who abstains from performance
of a Mitzvah. Because the Levi'im were the only ones to respond to
Moshe's cry, they were rewarded, while the ©>1152 who did not, were
penalized. You want a blessing? My blessing to you is that, the next time
the call goes out, "'Who is for G-d?!' you should be able to hear the call,
and find it within yourself to respond accordingly!"
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In instructing Moshe Rabbeinu to take the count of Bnei Yisroel,
Hashem's Divine words were carefully chosen to avoid misinterpretation.
PINRIYY M)A NTY DD WY NNINYY - "Elevate the heads of the entire
congregation of Israel". The Torah was purposely given in the desert to
teach us that only if one divests himself of all vanity and preconceptions -
barren as a "wilderness" - is he capable of receiving the Divine word. On
the other hand, demanding greater performance of oneself must be based
on an awareness of one's potential. Every individual should know, that he
or she is capable of being "elevated", of achieving the greatest heights.
Explains R' Shamshon Raphael Hirsch ZT"L, that this is the

connection between the end of Sefer Vayikra and the beginning of Sefer
Bamidbar. The end of parshas Bechukosai contains the mitzvah of
0N YN - tithing one's herd, whereby one counts his cattle and
designates every tenth animal as "sacred". When it comes to counting the
Jewish people, however, we must be aware that not just the tenth, but
each and every one is holy and pure. An awareness of the inherent
kedushah - holiness, within each one of us, that emanates from a
neshama - soul, of Divine origin, should eliminate destructive feelings of
inferiority, and should stimulate every person into actualizing the
enormous potential contained within him.
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There is a story told of a rabbi, who, upon embarking for America at
the turn of the century, paid a visit to the venerable and sagely Chofetz
Chaim, R' Yisroel Meir Hakohen ZT'"L, of Radin, for a blessing. The
Chofetz Chaim sat with the man for awhile and they spoke of matters of
Hashkafah - ideology. Then, R' Yisroel Meir turned to the man and
casually asked him, "Are you a W02 - firstborn?"

"Why, yes," said the rabbi, "Why do you ask?"

The Chofetz Chaim ignored the man's query. "Let me ask you, why are
you not a kohen?" The Chofetz Chaim stared at the man, awaiting a reply.
The rabbi sputtered and stuttered, not understanding as to what end the
venerable Gadol Hador was heading with his unusual line of questioning.

"I, I, don't understand," he said finally. The Chofetz Chaim asked him
once again, "Why are you not a kohen?" Astounded by the question and in
a state of confusion, he finally answered back, "Well ..... because my
father was not a kohen!"

But the Chofetz Chaim pressed on, not letting the man off the hook.
"And why was your father not a kohen?" At this point, the man having
absolutely no clue what the Chofetz Chaim wanted from him, and being
intimidated by the question, answered the greatest rabbi of his time, "I
guess, because his father wasn't a kohen?"

SOOI OIOSIS OSSOSO SOOI IO5S<>>

SOSSOSOISIS OSSOSO




