
   touen kfa 'vrhcgv inu ,uhrgv in ohaurp uuv - uhv, ohase h"ar
kf kt rcs" wkv vbv /f"g vause tmun v,t vurg rsd tmun v,ta
kfk tkt ohehsmk er tk lhha vausev ihbga gnan "ktrah hbc ,sg
tku 'vausev ihbgk ruae ktrah ogn tuva sjt kfu 'ktrah hbc ,sg

/ogca ohsjuhnk er lhha vausev ihbga ,uhjyac vtrba unf
lhrtvu c,fa unfu 'kscunu aurp ,uhvk 'varpv iuakn tuv vause    
ohr,unv ohrcsc ukhpta 'lk r,unc lnmg asek lhrma i"cnrv vzc
sjt kf kg huuhm tuvu 'ovn aurpk ubhuymb 'vfkvvu vru,v hp kg
od aurpk ohfhrma rcsv ogyu /,uahrp hrsd unmgk ,uagk ktrahn
'cuyk grv ihc vnjkn ostk ah inzv kfa ouan 'tuv r,hv hbhhbgn
vaug ot eru 'r,hvk o,uagku ruxhtvn ohekj ,jek vmur rmhvu
ut ',ubyes ihjunc vhvhaf ukhpt zt 'ruxhtv kt ohrsd unmgk ostv
/ohrsd o,ut jfn ann ruxht hshk ghdh tk - uc tmuhfu ub,ph rmhva
,ausek ,ufhha uk ah vausev ihbg kfa 'ukt h"ar hrcsn ubt ohturu
ohrtucnv ohruxhtv kfk vbuufva h"ar yrpna unfu 'suxhv ,rhnau
,ausec ov ,uagk ohfhrma ohdhhxvu ohrsdva ubhhvu /vru,c ikvk

 /vcjrvc i"cnrv itf ,tz yrhp ifu ',hrcv
   

wv hbt ause hf" lf rjt vru,v vrnta vn ruthc lhrm kct     
uzht ?ohause ,uhvk ohfhrm ubt od ause tuva ouan hfu '"ofhekt
',uyapc ihbgv ,t rtck vtrbu ?vz ihbgc trucv ihck ubhbhc ah ,ufhha
thva 'kgnn e-ukt ekj hsuvh kfc tmnba ,njn :rcxv itf cu,fa
'vz hpk /ause ogk ,uhvk if od ubt ohsnugu ohuumn ifk ',hektv apbv
kg runak hsf ubk ehpxn unmg vz tkt 'kkf ogy sugk ohfhrm tk
,rcdv hsh kg trucv kt ohrauen ,uhvk lfcu 'ubfu,ca heuktv ekjv

 /ubca heukt ekjv ,rhnau
heuktv ekjv ,t ksdku ,ukdk 'vzv okugc ub,sucg omgc hvuz       
tcuna unfu 'ann ,uekt ,fh,jf kufhcf ,uhvku 'u,ut ,uhjk 'ubca
lfk ghdvu 'vcfrnv iv iv ,uctva (z"n varp vcr ,hatrc) k"zjc
ekjv og ohhjc vsueb kfcu inz kfc 'ouen kfc uhja 'ihbgv vz ,njn
aht" :huuhmv ,t vru,v vc,f if hrjt shn 'ifk /ovca kgnn e-ukt
rehg kfa 'vz ihbg ubk ,ukdk '"urna, h,u,ca ,tu utr, uhctu unt
if od tuv ;xubcu 'otu ct suchfu ,ca hbhhbgc ,urhvzc huk, vausev
uz ',cav ,umnu otu ct suchf ,umn ,t ohrnua ota 'hkudx ihbg

 /ause aht ,drsnk ghdvk vkudx

         ,ca ,urb ,eksv* 7:35 - 
     8:47 - t"nqgna ,thre inz
       t"rdvqgna ,thre inz  9:23 -
     vkhp, inz ;ux qt"rdv 10:33 -
   7:55 - ,cav ouh ka vnjv ,ghea
 8:45 - chrgn qohcfufv ,tm e"amun

o, ubhcr ,yhak q ohcfufv ,tm - 9:07

    `,uagk ubhuuymba '"h,rnank ,rnan uag":(/tf ,unch) wndc t,h
kg runak hsfca unfu 'tyjv in rnahvk hsf vru,k ohdhhxu ohrsd
ostv kg rnua rsdva sckna ';hxuvk ahu /chcxn u,ut ohrsud orfv
kkdcu 'tyjv in rnahvk ubumr kg vkdn rsdv ,hhag omg 'tyjh kck
tuv wshxjwv] uhshxj hkdr" f"anfu /kafhh kck thnan guhxk vfzh ubumr

/([wy wc] wt ktuna) "runah [ubue iumr ,uagk sutn vmura vz
,uagk ukuec gnah tka ostv ,t rhfn rat rmhv ka ufrs vbvu   
'ohdhhxv kg rucgk u,ut v,pnu ,uhnunrgc ung lkuv ifk 'vrhcg
znrb vzu /tyjc ifn rjtk ukhafvk ujufcu 'uhbhgc ohrunj obhta
rmhw-wgrv jufw ubhhv wajbwva 'w,ursdv ihc humn ajbvwa '[wc u"f ] arsnc

 /tyjc ukhafvk kfuh z"hga 'ohrsdv kg rucgk ostv ,t v,pn 'wgrv
,t r,ux wh,rnank ,rnan uagw-vz ihs tkv ',uaevk ah vrutfku   
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hruxht kg ohruxht ;hxuvk ruxta ubhhvu 'w;hxu, kcw ka ruxhtv
;hxunaf ubhhv w;hxu, kcwa '(wc ws ohrcs) whhjc ubhcrw .r,nu /vru,v
k"zj ubeh,a vn kct" :ruxhtc yrp ut ruxht ut 'vumnc yrp ut vumn

 ohdhhxu ohrsd,pxu, treb ubht/"rehgv ,t runak tkt utc tk hf '
hrva 'tyj ,trhu a"rh uchkc ahran 'ohnfj hdhhxu hrsd ,t ohhebaf

 /tyjc ktrah ukafhh tna aajv ouan thv o,be, ,chx kf
"-,un hrjt ,arp ;ux ihc ,ufhhav rtck ah vz hpku    o,rnau,t 

'(wohruyv kgcw wg) "uhv, ohause"-ohause ,arp ,khj,k '"h,rnan
 tmun v,ta ouen kfw 'ubhhv "uhv, ohause"a rsdubhhv wausewa] vurg

ubhhv 'wvause tmun v,t oa [vejrvu rsd ,hhag kg snknu 'waurpw
h,a vc ah ause ,khn hf] /(h"ar) /ase,nu 'tyjc kafb ubhta

 /[vauseu ,uahrp :,uhugnan

    ''''eeeekkkkeeee    zzzzeeeeaaaarrrreeeezzzzdddd    zzzzeeeewwwwggggnnnn    zzzzeeeeyyyyrrrr    iiiizzzzllllaaaallll    iiiizzzzxxxxnnnnyyyynnnn    zzzz`̀̀̀    mmmmzzzzxxxxnnnnyyyyeeee    ----    ((((llll----ggggiiii))))''''iiiizzzzxxxxnnnnyyyynnnnllll    zzzzxxxxnnnnyyyynnnn    eeeeyyyyrrrr''''    ooooiiiipppprrrraaaa
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which perpetually breeds sickness. You can say Ashrei all

day, but you won’t merit a portion in Olam Haba!”

llllyyyynnnnpppp: The mitzvos were given to Klal Yisroel for us to

perform, grow spiritually and live by. One has no right to

  
       A SERIES IN HALACHAH
       LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Halachos Pertaining to the “Torah” Table (19)

The Beracha of Hamotze: Eating Immediately. As we have

mentioned previously, one should dip his bread in salt in order

to enhance the piece of bread that the beracha “Hamotze” was

made over. After dipping the bread in salt one should eat
without delay and without doing any other activity (1). One

should not speak out until he swallows some of the bread. If he

did say something not relevant to the actual eating of the bread

before swallowing the piece in his mouth, he does not have to

repeat the beracha as long as he already began chewing (2).

Other Berachos. The above halachos (no delay and no

speaking out) apply to other berachos on food and drinks as

well. As a result, it is very important, before saying a beracha,

that one should do the following:

Take the food out of the wrapper (3) or shell (4). 

Allow the food or drink to cool down (if it is too hot to eat or

drink right away) so that he can eat or sip without delay (5).
Have salt on the table. 

Peel the fruit. This only applies by certain fruit, like an

orange or grapefruit for example, where the fruit remains

whole even after it is peeled. However, by other fruits, like

an apple or peach, where chunks of the actual fruit do come

off when it is peeled, the halacha of saying a beracha on a

full fruit takes precedence and one should not peel any skin

completely off the fruit till after the beracha. 

1)

2)

3)

4)

choose if he wants to fulfill the mitzvos; he has already

been chosen for this worthy and extraordinary task. He is a

Jew and he must live by the Law of the Torah - not die by it,

a slow and torturous spiritual death in the World to Come!

 `"hily cltyxid jexa d"en z`n     
  qhiid cplailw ,l`xyi zad` ldwc ax 

Eating a Kezayis of Bread Immediately. There is a preference

in halacha to eat a kezayis (the volume of half an egg) of bread -

and NOT other foods (6) - after reciting the beracha, before

speaking out. There are three reasons for this preference:

One cannot bentch (Grace after Meals) unless he eats a
kezayis of bread within any 4-minute span of time during the

meal. Since one can easily forget this halacha and nibble on

his  bread very slowly - especially by the longer Shabbos and

Yom Tov meals - some have a custom to eat a kezayis of

bread or challah immediately, leaving no question about

their obligation to bentch. 

The reason that the “Hamotze” beracha exempts all the

other foods is because those foods are considered secondary

to the bread. This logic is more definite if one has eaten an

important amount of bread (a kezayis). Therefore, some

people do not talk out before eating a kezayis of bread in

order to remember not to eat any other foods before eating
the kezayis (7). 

If one leaves his house (according to a number of Poskim

even if one just leaves the room) before eating a kezayis of

bread, he has to make an entirely new beracha on the bread

or challah. This is extremely important and relevant and in

order not to cause a requirement to make an extra beracha

that could have been avoided, one should eat a kezayis

immediately (8).      

1)

2)

3)
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R’ Yisroel Baal Shem Tov Z”L would say:

    “When a person detects a mean quality in another man, he does so because he himself possesses some of that

quality. Heaven wants that person to become aware of his own deficiency and thus allows him to detect it in

others. This will provide him the opportunity for Teshuvah.”

The Maggid of Mezeritch, R’ Dov Ber ZT”L would say:

   “The Sages maintain: wubnn kusd urmh urhcjn kusdv kfw - ‘Whoever is greater than his neighbor has a greater Evil

Inclination.’ (/cb vfux) The more praiseworthy and perfect a man is, the greater is his desire to commit iniquity and

the more irritation does he feel at having to desist from it. In a homiletic sense, one who is conceited and believes

that he is indeed wurhcjn kusdw (greater than his neighbor), his Evil Inclination will ultimately grow stronger than

him - wubnn kusd urmhw - and will rule over him.”

A Wise Man would say:
    “Encouragement is like a premium gasoline - it helps to take the knocks out of living.”

THIS ISSUE SPONSORED BY THE KALISH AND MANTEL FAMILIES IN JERUSALEM, ISRAEL 



    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    ''''dddd    iiiipppp`̀̀̀    jjjjiiiiwwwwllll`̀̀̀nnnn    zzzz`̀̀̀xxxxiiiieeee    oooowwwwffff    iiiipppptttt    zzzzxxxxccccddddeeee    mmmmeeeewwwwzzzz    ddddaaaaiiiiyyyy    iiiippppttttnnnn((((aaaallll----hhhhiiii))))
   During the weeks of Sefiras Haomer, we a make a special effort to show extra kavod - honor and respect - to each other in

order to atone for the sin of the 24,000 students of Rabbi Akiva who died at this time. Showing Kavod to one another

depends on how we view each other. If I think you are a “schlemazel” - I will treat you like one! But if I think of you as a

“Chashuva Guy” - my actions will reflect my feelings accordingly. The word "sucf" comes from "s(c)f"  - which means heavy

or weighty, as in gold, silver or precious metals and gems, whose value is determined by weight.
    Every single Jew, no matter how he looks, where he’s from or what he wears - and especially how FRUM he appears to

be - is ultra-precious and valuable because each has a “weighty” and priceless neshama inside. For no greater reason than

this, does every single Jew deserve to be treated with the utmost honor and respect.

    But just as ,uhrcv sucf begins in our minds, so does obj ,tba. Often, people use their “Frumkeit” as an excuse to look

down upon others who are not like them - for better or for worse!  I once heard someone say that “FRUM” can be

separated into four distinct words. The “U” in the middle refers to “YOU”! Those more frum than you are represented by

the “FR” - “FANATICALLY RELIGIOUS” - while anyone less than your standard is “M” - “MODERN”!!!!    

    Stop for a minute: Is your frumkeit true Avodas Hashem, or just service of your ego? How do “U” view people who are

not like”U”? Every Jew is precious in Hashem’s eyes; when we realize that, we can treat each other with real kavod.

    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    ''''dddd    iiiipppp`̀̀̀    mmmmddddaaaa    iiiiggggeeee    mmmmcccc`̀̀̀dddd    mmmmzzzz`̀̀̀    ddddyyyyrrrriiii    xxxxyyyy`̀̀̀    iiiihhhhttttyyyynnnn    zzzz`̀̀̀eeee    iiiizzzzwwwwgggg    zzzz`̀̀̀    mmmmzzzzxxxxnnnnyyyyeeee((((dddd----ggggiiii))))

    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    eeeezzzziiiinnnnrrrraaaa    yyyyiiii`̀̀̀    eeeexxxxwwwwyyyyzzzz    ̀̀̀̀ lllleeee    eeeeyyyyggggkkkkzzzz    ̀̀̀̀ llll((((`̀̀̀iiii----hhhhiiii))))

   To receive Semichah (Rabbinic ordination) takes a great deal of dedication, scholarship, an abundant amount of time,

and mental effort beyond the normal scope. A student must devote himself to understanding the myriad intricacies of

halacha, and recognizing the correct approach to put them into practical use. When a scholar has studied for years and
feels sufficiently fluent in the Talmudic tractates, volumes of halachic codifiers and the countless commentators who

dissect, dismantle and ultimately rebuild the halacha into its fullest and most prescient form, he is now ready for the next

step in the process. He must now undergo a test, usually administered by one or more leading Talmudic and Halachic

scholars (often revered Roshei Yeshivah and Poskim) who will often spend hours - and in some cases days - probing,

questioning and thoroughly ensuring that the prospective candidate is worthy of becoming a "ktrahc vtruv vrun" -
“Jewish Teacher and (halachic) instructor.” After such a rigorous training program and testing method, one is still not

deemed “ready” until he spends time with a Posek and watches how he deals with all eventualities and situations. As one

can see, receiving Semichah ordination is no light matter and one who has achieved this monumental accomplishment

should be respected and elevated in the eyes of the populace.   

    The great Chacham, Rabbeinu Ezra Attiah ZT”L, Rosh Yeshivah of Yeshivat Porat Yosef, had an unusual practice

when one of his students received Semichah ordination. Although the talmid chacham had finished all the necessary

studies and passed his tests, R’ Ezra would not give him an official signed document with his personal seal stating that
the man is now worthy of rabbinic status. Instead, he would prepare the document and leave it unsigned. Only when the

scholar actually needed his Semichah paper would he sign and give it to him. This was done, R’ Ezra explained, to send

a message to the students: Finishing your studies for Semichah does not mean you have finished your learning. Torah is

a lifetime commitment and achieving rabbinic status is not an end unto itself.

     Once, one of R’ Ezra’s students needed his Rabbinic ordination for a job that he was to take abroad. He came to the

Rosh Yeshivah and requested the document that was written many years earlier. R’ Ezra took the document out to sign it

and give it to him. First, he read it through. Suddenly he stiffened. “I can’t sign this!” he declared.

     The year was 1948, and fierce battles were raging throughout Israel, and particularly in Jerusalem. Yeshivat Porat

Yosef had been forced to flee from its spacious building in the Old City, and now its students and teachers were studying

in Batei Medrash and private apartments all through Jerusalem. (Its own new building in the Geulah neighborhood

would not be built until more than seven years later.) But the ordination document had been written before the terrible

loss, and thus it stated: “Signed in Yeshivat Porat Yosef, Old City, Jerusalem.”
     To sign such a document would be false! R’ Ezra couldn’t put his name on it!

     The student needed the paper immediately; there was no time to rewrite it. Even worse, in those difficult times there

was no guarantee that they would find paper available to write it up again. R’ Ezra did the only thing he could. He left

his home (without a coat, so as not to alert his wife to the fact that he was going out; he didn’t want to have to answer

any awkward questions!) and quickly walked to the Old City.

    There, despite the fighting and the danger, he made his way to the deserted yeshivah building that was still whole and

untouched. (Later it would be destroyed by Jordanian soldiers.) He stepped into its quiet corridors and then signed the

document, “in Yeshivat Porat Yosef, Old City, Jerusalem!” A man of truth indeed! (Adapted from Stories of Spirit and

Faith)
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                            eeeexxxxnnnnyyyyzzzz    iiiizzzzwwwwgggg    zzzz`̀̀̀eeee    eeeeyyyyrrrrzzzz    iiiihhhhttttyyyynnnn    zzzz`̀̀̀
    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    mmmmkkkkiiiiwwwwllll`̀̀̀    ''''dddd    iiiipppp`̀̀̀    mmmmddddaaaa    zzzzkkkkllllllll                                                                    ((((cccc----ggggiiii))))

    In Toras Kohanim, the following observation is made:

“Perform My judgments and guard My decrees to go (in

their) way” - Make them (the mitzvos) primary (rehg) and

do not make them secondary (kpy).”
    The great R’ Shamshon Raphael Hirsch ZT”L based

his German-geared educational approach - “Torah Im

Derech Eretz” - to a large degree on the above dictum of
Chazal. The fact that Chazal tell us that Torah and mitzvos

are the primary focus does not mean to exclude any

knowledge and science which is applied in non-Jewish

circles and not directly connected with the realm of Torah.

In fact, the prescription of ‘make them primary and not

secondary’ validates the study of other fields of human

culture. What it does mean is that we must make absolutely

certain that the science of Torah and the knowledge

emanating from Torah remain the central, firm and

unchangeable entity. Secular wisdom may be studied only

as a secondary stress, and only inasmuch as they truly help

to promote the study of Torah wisdom, subordinating
themselves as the “secondary” to the “primary.” Torah and

its eternal truths must be at all times the supreme measure

and judge of any knowledge flowing from other sciences.

     His great-grandson, R’ Shamshon Raphael Levy ZT”L

further attested to this method. “My grandfather apparently

meant that there need be no objection to the study of any

science or general subject that might possibly be of help in

learning, understanding and observing Torah. Thus, he

included in the curriculum of the school which he founded

in Frankfurt, an integration of Torah studies with ‘general’

subjects. This the basis for the present-day institution of the

‘Yeshiva Secondary School’ and the engagement of
Orthodox Jews in ‘liberal’ professions.”        

        EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
     ON THE WEEKLY MIDDAH OF ...

                                eeeeyyyywwwwaaaazzzz    llll`̀̀̀    mmmmiiiipppprrrrcccciiiidddd    llll`̀̀̀eeee    zzzzaaaa`̀̀̀dddd    llll`̀̀̀    eeeeppppttttzzzz    llll`̀̀̀            
    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    mmmmkkkkiiiiwwwwllll`̀̀̀    ''''dddd    iiiipppp`̀̀̀    mmmmddddaaaa    dddd`̀̀̀nnnnhhhhllll                    ((((`̀̀̀llll----hhhhiiii))))

     Rashi cautions us against associating with impure

people and influences which can lead a Jew astray: “Do

not seek to become impure; to be involved with them for if

you become involved with them you make yourselves

impure before Me and I will despise you.” The Gerrer

Rebbe, R’ Yisroel Alter ZT”L (Beis Yisroel) adds that

even if one feels that he can become closer to Hakadosh

Boruch Hu by employing the tactics used by impure

people, he must stay away and not involve himself in those

practices. One may think that he is strong-willed and can

turn a bad and irreverent action into a manner with which

to serve Hashem. Know that this path is a dangerous road

to tread upon and a slippery slope to disaster. The power of

the “Sitra Achra” (Satan’s Minions) is very strong and

exceedingly dangerous. A pure, straightforward and simple

Emunah is the best way to serve the Almighty. 

    Alternatively, the Mahara’l M’Prague ZT”L (Derech

Chaim) writes that when the Mishna in Avos  (yh:c) teaches:

“Know what to respond to an Apikores (heretic)” - it is
proclaiming that just as it is a mitzvah for a man to study and

acquire Torah, which is called “Toras Emes” - the “Torah

of truth,” so too, is it important to banish false opinions from

the world in order that the truth be magnified in it.

    Thus, contends R’ Yaakov Emden ZT”L, a Jew strong

in his belief should be aware of the need to know worldly

matters (i.e. the opinions of the gentiles). What is forbidden

is only to study them in depth, as one studies Torah, or to

make them primary (rehg). Yet such study is necessary, and

a true Ben Torah should not lack knowledge of these

matters. He concludes with the following assurance: “One

who believes in the Torah will not be harmed by the

noxious fumes of Apikorses (heresy).”

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF       

R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO    

llllyyyynnnn: The Chasam Sofer ZT”L once met an errant Jew

who boasted that he was so busy, that he had no time to study

Torah or to perform mitzvos. The Rov asked him, “How will

you insure yourself a place in the World to Come?”  

   The fellow replied confidently, “I have no fear. The one
thing I do religiously is the recitation of “Ashrei,” and our

Rabbis have taught that whoever recites Ashrei three times

daily is assured of a place in the World to Come!”

   Meanwhile, a young yeshiva student entered the Chasam

Sofer’s home and complained of a terrible cold. He was

taking medicine but it wasn’t helping. The Rov asked him

where he slept and the boy answered, “In a cold, damp cellar.” 

    Upon hearing this, the Chasam Sofer exclaimed, “If so,

then all the pills in the world will not help you, for you are

in a place which breeds sickness each and every day!”
   The Chasam Sofer then turned to his visitor. “Ashrei is

like medicine. If you do all the mitzvos, but err slightly and

catch a touch of spiritual illness, then Ashrei can save you.

But if you don’t study Torah, and neglect all the mitzvos,

then you are terminally ill and you are in an environment
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