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which perpetually breeds sickness. You can say Ashrei all
day, but you won’t merita portion in Olam Haba!”

Swna: The mitzvos were given to Klal Yisroel for us to
perform, grow spiritually and live by. One has noright to

A SERIES IN HALACHAH
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY
HalachosPertainingtothe ‘“Torah” Table (19)

e noon

choose if he wants to fulfill the mitzvos; he has already
been chosen for this worthy and extraordinarytask. Heis a
Jew and he must live by the Law of the Torah - not die by it,
aslow and torturous spiritual death in the World to Come!
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Eating a Kezayis of Bread Immediately. There is a preference

The Beracha of Hamotze: Eating Immediately. As we have
mentioned previously, one should dip his bread in salt in order
to enhance the piece of bread that the beracha “Hamotze” was
made over. After dipping the bread in salt one should eat
without delay and without doing any other activity (1. One
should not speak out until he swallows some of the bread. If he

did say something not relevant to the actual eating of the bread

before swallowing the piece in his mouth, he does not have to

repeat the beracha as long as he already began chewing (2.

Other Berachos. The above halachos (no delay and no

speaking out) apply to other berachos on food and drinks as

well. As a result, it is very important, before saying a beracha,
that one should do the following:

1) Take the food out of the wrapper @) or shell @).

2) Allow the food or drink to cool down (if it is too hot to eat or
drink right away) so that he can eat or sip without delay (5.

3) Have salt on the table.

4) Pecl the fruit. This only applies by certain fruit, like an
orange or grapefiuit for example, where the fruit remains
whole even after it is peeled. However, by other fruits, like
an apple or peach, where chunks of the actual fruit do come
off when it is peeled, the halacha of saying a beracha on a
full fruit takes precedence and one should not peel any skin
completely off the fruit till after the beracha.
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R’ Yisroel Baal Shem Tov Z”’L would say:

in halacha to eat a kezayis (the volume of half an egg) of bread -

and NOT other foods ) - after reciting the beracha, before

speaking out. There are three reasons for this preference:

1) One cannot bentch (Grace after Meals) unless he eats a
kezayis of bread within any 4-minute span of time during the
meal. Since one can easily forget this alacha and nibble on
his bread very slowly - especially by the longer Shabbos and
Yom Tov meals - some have a custom to eat a kezayis of
bread or challah immediately, leaving no question about
their obligation to bentch.

2) The reason that the “Hamotze” beracha exempts all the
other foods is because those foods are considered secondary
to the bread. This logic is more definite if one has eaten an
important amount of bread (a kezayis). Therefore, some
people do not talk out before eating a kezayis of bread in
order to remember not to eat any other foods before eating
the kezayis (7).

3) If one leaves his house (according to a number of Poskim
even if one just leaves the room) before eating a kezayis of
bread, he has to make an entirely new beracha on the bread
or challah. This is extremely important and relevant and in
order not to cause a requirement to make an extra beracha
that could have been avoided, one should eat a kezayis
immediately ).
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“When a person detects a mean quality in another man, he does so because he himself possesses some of that
quality. Heaven wants that person to become aware of his own deficiency and thus allows him to detect it in
others. This will provide him the opportunity for Teshuvah.”

The Maggid of Mezeritch, R’ Dov Ber ZT”’L would say:

“The Sages maintain: "W SYT) I YN Oy 9’ - ‘Whoever is greater than his neighbor has a greater Evil
Inclination.’ (23n2) The more praiseworthy and perfect a man is, the greater is his desire to commit iniquity and
the more irritation does he feel at having to desist from it. In a homiletic sense, one who is conceited and believes
that he is indeed "yann 5y1y (greater than his neighbor), his Evil Inclination will ultimately grow stronger than

him - "9 9y13 718’ - and will rule over him.”

A Wise Man would say:

“Encouragement is like a premium gasoline - it helps to take the knocks out of living.”
THIS ISSUE SPONSORED BY THE KALISH AND MANTEL FAMILIES IN JERUSALEM, ISRAEL
TORAH TAVLIN IS AVAILABLE FREE OF CHARGE! TO SPONSOR/DEDICATE AN ISSUE, RECEIVE BY MAIL FOR YOUR SHUL OR
HAVE IT E-MAILED TQ YOU DIRECTLY. PLEASE CALL 845-821-6200 OR SEND AN E-MAIL TO: TORAHTAVLIN@YAHOOQ.COM.
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Toreceive Semichah (Rabbinicordination) takes a great deal of dedication, scholarship, an abundant amount of time,
and mental effort beyond the normal scope. A student must devote himself to understanding the myriad intricacies of
halacha, and recognizing the correct approach to put them into practical use. When a scholar has studied for years and
feels sufficiently fluent in the Talmudic tractates, volumes of halachic codifiers and the countless commentators who
dissect, dismantle and ultimately rebuild the halacha intoits fullest and most prescient form, heis now ready for the next
step in the process. He must now undergo a test, usually administered by one or more leading Talmudic and Halachic
scholars (often revered Roshei Yeshivah and Poskim) who will often spend hours - and in some cases days - probing,
questioning and thoroughly ensuring that the prospective candidate is worthy of becoming a ">NIw2 NN N -
“Jewish Teacher and (halachic) instructor.” After such arigorous training program and testing method, oneis still not
deemed “ready” until he spends time with a Posek and watches how he deals with all eventualities and situations. Asone
can see, receiving Semichah ordination is nolight matter and one who has achieved this monumental accomplishment
should berespected and elevated in the eyes of the populace.

The great Chacham, Rabbeinu Ezra Attiah ZT"’L, Rosh Yeshivah of Yeshivat Porat Yosef, had an unusual practice
when one of his students received Semichah ordination. Although the talmid chacham had finished all the necessary
studies and passed his tests, R’ Ezra would not give him an official signed document with his personal seal stating that
the man is now worthy of rabbinic status. Instead, he would prepare the document and leave it unsigned. Only when the
scholar actually needed his Semichah paper would he sign and give it to him. This was done, R’ Ezra explained, to send
amessage to the students: Finishing your studies for Semichah does not mean you have finished your learning. Torahis
alifetimecommitmentandachievingrabbinicstatusisnotanenduntoitself.

Once, one of R’ Ezra’s students needed his Rabbinic ordination for a job that he was to take abroad. He came to the
Rosh Yeshivah andrequested the document that was written many years earlier. R’ Ezra took the document out tosign it
and giveittohim. First, heread itthrough. Suddenlyhestiffened. “Ican’tsign this!” hedeclared.

The year was 1948, and fierce battles were raging throughout Israel, and particularly in Jerusalem. Yeshivat Porat
Yosefhad been forced toflee from its spacious building in the Old City, and now its students and teachers were studying
in Batei Medrash and private apartments all through Jerusalem. (Its own new building in the Geulah neighborhood
would not be built until more than seven years later.) But the ordination document had been written before the terrible
loss,and thusitstated: “Signedin Yeshivat Porat Yosef, Old City, Jerusalem.”

To sign such adocument would be false! R” Ezra couldn’t put his name on it!

The student needed the paper immediately; there was no time to rewrite it. Even worse, in those difficult times there
was no guarantee that they would find paper available to write it up again. R’ Ezra did the only thing he could. He left
his home (without a coat, so as not to alert his wife to the fact that he was going out; he didn’t want to have to answer
anyawkward questions!) and quickly walked to the Old City.

There, despite the fighting and the danger, he made his way to the deserted yeshivah building that was still whole and
untouched. (Later it would be destroyed by Jordanian soldiers.) He stepped into its quiet corridors and then signed the
document, “in Yeshivat Porat Yosef, Old City, Jerusalem!” A man of truth indeed! (Adapted from Stories of Spirit and

Faith)
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wn: The Chasam Sofer ZT”L once met an errant Jew
who boasted that he was so busy, that he had no time to study
Torah or to perform mitzvos. The Rov asked him, “How will
you insure yourself a place in the World to Come?”

The fellow replied confidently, “T have no fear. The one
thing [ doreligiouslyis the recitation of “Ashrei, ” and our
Rabbis have taught that whoever recites Ashrei three times
daily is assured of a place in the World to Come!”

Meanwhile, ayoung yeshiva student entered the Chasam
Sofer’s home and complained of a terrible cold. He was

taking medicine but it wasn’t helping. The Rov asked him
whereheslept and the boy answered, “In a cold,dampcellar”’

Upon hearing this, the Chasam Sofer exclaimed, “If so,
then all the pills in the world will not help you, for you are
in aplace which breeds sickness each and every day!”

The Chasam Sofer then turned to his visitor. “Ashrei is
like medicine. If you do all the mitzvos, but err slightly and
catch a touch of spiritual illness, then Ashrei can save you.
But if you don’t study Torah, and neglect all the mitzvos,
then you are terminally ill and you are in an environment
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In Toras Kohanlm the following observation is made:
“Perform My judgments and guard My decrees to go (in
their) way” - Make them (the mitzvos) primary (WY) and
donotmake themsecondary(999).”

The great R’ Shamshon Raphael Hirsch ZT”L based
his German-geared educational approach - “Torah Im
Derech Eretz” - to a large degree on the above dictum of
Chazal. The fact that Chazal tell us that Torah and mitzvos
are the primary focus does not mean to exclude any
knowledge and science which is applied in non-Jewish
circles and not directly connected with the realm of Torah.
In fact, the prescription of ‘make them primary and not
secondary’ validates the study of other fields of human
culture. What it does mean is that we must make absolutely
certain that the science of Torah and the knowledge
emanating from Torah remain the central, firm and
unchangeable entity. Secular wisdom may be studied only
as a secondary stress, and only inasmuch as they truly help
to promote the study of Torah wisdom, subordinating
themselves as the “secondary” to the “primary.” Torah and
its eternal truths must be at all times the supreme measure
and judge of any knowledge flowing from other sciences.

His great-grandson, R* Shamshon Raphael Levy ZT”L
further attested to this method. “My grandfather apparently
meant that there need be no objection to the study of any
science or general subject that might possibly be of help in
learning, understanding and observing Torah. Thus, he
included in the curriculum of the school which he founded
in Frankfurt, an integration of Torah studies with ‘general’
subjects. This the basis for the present-day institution of the
“Yeshiva Secondary School’ and the engagement of

Orthodox Jews in ‘liberal” professions.”
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Rashi cautions us against associating with impure

people and influences which can lead a Jew astray: “Do
not seek to become impure; to be involved with them for if
you become involved with them you make yourselves
impure before Me and I will despise you.” The Gerrer
Rebbe, R’ Yisroel Alter ZT”’L (Beis Yisroel) adds that
even if one feels that he can become closer to Hakadosh
Boruch Hu by employing the tactics used by impure
people, he must stay away and not involve himselfin those
practices. One may think that he is strong-willed and can
turn a bad and irreverent action into a manner with which
to serve Hashem. Know that this path is a dangerous road
totread upon and a slippery slope to disaster. The power of
the “Sitra Achra” (Satan’s Minions) is very strong and
exceedinglydangerous. A pure,straightforwardandsimple
Emunah is the best way to serve the Almighty.

Alternatively, the Mahara’l M’Prague ZT”’L (Derech
Chaim) writes that when the Mishna in Avos (v>:2) teaches:
“Know what to respond to an Apikores (heretic)” - it is
proclaiming that just as it is a mitzvah for a man to study and
acquire Torah, which is called “Toras Emes” - the “Torah
of truth,” so too, is it important to banish false opinions from
the world in order that the truth be magnifiedin it.

Thus, contends R’ Yaakov Emden ZT”’L, a Jew strong
in his belief should be aware of the need to know worldly
matters (i.e. theopinions of the gentiles). Whatisforbidden
is only to study them in depth, as one studies Torah, or to
make them primary (7). Yetsuch studyisnecessary, and
a true Ben Torah should not lack knowledge of these
matters. He concludes with the following assurance: “One
who believes in the Torah will not be harmed by the
noxiousfumesofApikorses(heresy).”

mw* FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
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During the weeks of Sefiras Haomer, we a make a special effort to show extra kavod - honor and respect - to each other in
order to atone for the sin of the 24,000 students of Rabbi Akiva who died at this time. Showing Kavod to one another
depends on how we view each other. If I think you are a “schlemazel” - 1 will treat you like one! But if I think of you as a
“Chashuva Guy” - my actions will reflect my feelings accordingly. The word 125" comes from "722" - which means heavy
or weighty, as in gold, silver or precious metals and gems, whose value is determined by weight.

Every single Jew, no matter how he looks, where he’s from or what he wears - and especially how FRUM he appears to
be - is ultra-precious and valuable because each has a “weighty”” and priceless neshamainside. For no greater reason than
this, does every single Jew deserve to be treated with the utmost honor and respect.

But just as M2 725 begins in our minds, so does 0N nNv. Often, people use their “Frumkeit” as an excuse to look
down upon others who are not like them - for better or for worse! I once heard someone say that “FRUM” can be
separated into four distinct words. The “U” in the middle refers to “YOU”! Those more frum than you are represented by
the “FR” - “FANATICALLY RELIGIOUS” - while anyone less than your standard is “M” - “MODERN”!!!!

Stop for a minute: Is your frumkeit true Avodas Hashem, or just service of your ego? How do “U” view people who are
notlike”U”? Every Jew is precious in Hashem’s eyes; when werealize that, we can treat each other with real kavod.




