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Swma: Indeed, when we perform the mitzvah of hashavas

aveidah, or when we teach our children to, we of course

stress the importance of doing the mitzvah, but we

sometimes miss a very important point: That by returning
A SERIES IN HALACHAH

LIVING A “TORAH” DAY W

Halachos Pertaining to the ““Torah” Table (59)

When Bread Becomes Mezonos: French Toast and
Matza Brei. Last week we started discussing the concept of
bread or matza losing its status of being a 03N by being
broken down to pieces less than a kazayis and being cooked,
deep fried (1), or soaked till the water attains a white color ().
If fried regularly (without being submerged in oil as in a
deep fry), there is a doubt whether it is N8 or M) and
it should be eaten in a meal of bread or matza when he is
anyway bentching (3). This is relevant to French Toast and
Matza Brei. If he wants to make it a sure mw, he can cook
the pieces in hot water on a flame for half a minute and
then it stays a mmwn no matter what the recipe calls for
afterwards. In all of the above cases, if the pieces are a
kazayis volume, it remains a Nxwn. Some people make
their French Toast and Matza Brei with kazayis-size pieces
and simply wash and bentch.

Matzo Mehl (Flour) Recipes - Cooked. Matza Mehl
recipes are a very complicated topic by the poskim. It is hard
to fulfill all of the opinions, and the following is this writer’s
attempt to give a straight-forward set of halachos based on
the Mishna Berura « and the common minhag; not
necessarily fulfilling all opinions, but having on what and
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R’ Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld ZT”’L would say:

an item to its rightful owner, we spare that person the
sorrow he would have had for his loss. The sensitivity that
goes into this mitzvah is much deeper than simply giving
back a lost item - we give the owner back his peace of mind.

malem i men:

N NN AP 00
upon whom to rely. If one kneads Matza Mehl with eggs (as
many people do for kneidlach - matza balls), fruit juice (as
done in some Pesach-food recipes), or even with water, and
then cooks or fries the mixture, it is a full mywn item and
even if one eats a lot of it, the beracha remains M. The
reason for this is because the cooking or frying takes away
the whole form of bread.

Matza Mehl Recipes - Baked. (Note:In halacha frying in a
pan with a minimal amount of oil to avoid sticking is
deemed as “dry-baking” for the following halachos.) If one
kneads Matza Mehl in water and bakes it, it is a full fledged
N because neither the water kneading or baking takes
away the bread status. If one kneads with other items - eggs,
fruit juices and additives such as sugar, cocoa etc., with or
without water - it depends on the following: If the other
tastes are dominant over the flour, like by our sweet cakes,
then itis a mMnand if one eats enough to count like a meal
(as explained 2 weeks ago), it becomes like bread to say
axmn. If, however, the flour taste is dominant, there is a
doubt as to which beracha to make, and thus it should be
eaten in a “washing” meal to keep out of doubt. If the cake is
made from potato starch, the beracha is 9onv and it should
be announced as such to avoid confusion.

N0V (2) 2hOP NN (1)
VINDP (4) NNDP NI MWD (3)

“If a poor man asks for a loan and there are no others around to serve as witnesses, and they have no documents
between them, one is exempt from the mitzvah of lending money to a poor man, so as not to transgress the prohibition
of ‘Do not place a stumbling block before the blind.” This, too, is hinted in the posuk: "ny nx M>n qud oX' - If one
lends money, it must be ‘with my people’ - with other witnesses. However, if one is asked to donate to: 70y »yn' - to
give charity to the poor, then it must be ‘with you’ - the donor alone and no one else, so as not to embarrass the taker.”

Maharal M’Prague, R’ Yehudah Loewy ZT”’L (Gur Aryeh) would say:

“Every human being was created with the potential to elevate himself spiritually and recognize the One True G-d,
Hashem. An idol-worshipper, though, has never reached this spiritual potential. On the other hand, animals cannot
elevate themselves, having reached their full potential at birth. Thus, Rashi tells us that ‘a dog is more honorable than
an (idol-worshipper),” for the dog has already fulfilled his spiritual potential, whereas the idolator has not.”

R’ Mendel Kaplan ZT”’L (Yeshivah of Philadelphia) would say:
“Learning Torah is very hard, but living without learning Torah is even harder!”
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There was a certain student who was a regular at the daily shiur of R> Sholom Schwadron ZT”’L, but it happened
that he missed three nights in a row. R” Sholom went to visit him at his home to see if he was all right. When he got
there, the student informed R’ Sholom that he was fine, but due to a certain conflict he had, he wouldn’t be able to make
it to the shiur for the rest of the week. R” Sholom became concerned and inquired as to the student’s problem.

The student hesitated. “Rebbe, it’s hard for me to say. It’s embarrassing. But don’t worry, I’ll be back next week!”

R’ Sholom said, “Embarrassing? Why are you embarrassed? You can tell me - unless it’s personal.” R’ Sholom urged
him with love and patience. “Tell me, what’s happening this week and not next?”

R’ Sholom wouldn’t let up so the student finally obliged. “I’ll tell you the truth, this week is the soccer championship
tournament and the hours of the games clash with the nightly shiur. Rebbe, 1 love the game and many of the players -
and when the game is being played, I cannot bring myself to forgo the game to come to the shiur.”

There was silence for a moment as R’ Sholom digested this information. Then, the usual twinkle came back into his
wise and loving eyes, and he said with enthusiasm, “Okay, I hear. But to tell you the truth, I don’t really understand. I'm
very interested in learning the secret joy of this sport. I would be very happy to hear how to play this game.”

So the fellow explained the game to R’ Sholom and stressed that when one is able to kick the ball into the goal, that is
the zenith of joy. R> Sholom made a face as if he didn’t understand and asked, “What’s the big deal to kick a ball into a
goal? Come with me and I’'ll show you how I can kick twenty balls into the goal as fast as lightning!”

The fellow smiled, “Oh, but there’s one more thing. There is a guard, called a ‘goalie’ who stands by the goal and tries

to stop the ball from going in. The trick is to outsmart him and get it past the goalie. That is the beauty of the game.”

“I don’t understand,” asked R” Sholom, “This goalie is in front of the goal 24 hours a day? He eats and sleeps there?”
“Of course not!” laughed the fellow, “He’s only there during the game - afterwards he goes back to his daily living.”
“Oh!” said R’ Sholom with that familiar glint. “So what’s the problem? Let’s go to the goal at night when the goalie is

not there, and then we’ll be able to kick as many goals as we want!”

The fellow raised his voice and said, “Rebbe, the goalie is only there during the game. And besides, what’s the big deal to
kick a goal if no one is there to try to block you. The mastery and wisdom of the game is only when there’s a challenge,
when someone is trying to prevent you from kicking it in. When you succeed, that’s the real joy and achievement!”

R’ Sholom stood up and exclaimed in a loud voice, “My friend, let your ears hear what your own mouth is saying! Do
you think that coming to the shiur next week is a big achievement? You want to learn next week when you have no games
preventing you from coming? Big deal! That’s nothing special. The great ‘mastery and wisdom’ as you put it, is when
there are ‘goalies’ - in other words opposition - standing guard by the door of the Beis Medrash, telling you to go someplace
else, preventing you from entering and learning.” R” Sholom gazed lovingly at his student. “But when you outsmart the
goalie and ‘kick a goal’ by coming inside the Beis Medrash - why, that is the epitome of joy and achievement!”

The fellow nodded intently, but he was still unsure. “But ..... I .... don’t know ......
“Chazal teach us: 'RDN XIS O9Y',” interjected R” Sholom forcefully. “Remember, don’t break the rules of the game.

Come to the ‘goal’ of the Beis Medrash even when it’s hard - especially when it’s hard - and that will be the greatest
joy.” He then gave the fellow a hearty handshake and walked out.

The following night, right on time, the fellow showed up for the shiur.
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517:: A five year old boy had just started learning
mishnayos when his father proudly brought him for a
blessing to the Chevron Rosh Yeshivah, R’ Simcha Zissel
Broide ZT”’L. R’ Simcha Zissel smiled broadly at the boy
and asked him what he was learning.

“Perek Elu Metzios,” the child replied.

“Let me ask you a question,” said the Rosh Yeshivah.
“What kind of metziah (lost object) would you like to find
- one with an identifying sign or one without?”

“With a sign,” came the quick reply.

“Why?” asked the Rosh Yeshivah, surprised.

“Because it’s possible to return a metziah with a sign on
it, since the owner hasn’t lost hope of finding it, and he’s
sure that the lost object will be returned to him.”

R’ Simcha Zissel looked at him in sheer amazement, and
said to his father, “He’s not crooked yet. He understands
that hashavas aveidah (returning a lost object to its owner)
is not only about the pleasure of the finder who performs
the mitzvah, but also about sparing the owner sorrow that
he lost the object. It is a very glatt (straight) thought.”
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The gemara (N9 nav) states: “R’ Yishmael expounds:
How do we know that wa) mipa (Saving a human life)
overrides the (prohibitions) of Shabbos? As it says, ‘If a
thief is discovered while in the act of breaking in, and he is
struck and killed, there is no guilt on his account.” This
thief, about whom it is unknown if he broke in to steal
money or to harm/kill the inhabitants - and killing another
human is so dreadful that it causes the Shechinah (Divine
Presence) to depart from Israel - and yet one may save his
life (by killing him); how much more so is saving a life so
important that it overrides the prohibitions of Shabbos.”

As is well known, in Brisk “Pikuach Nefesh” takes
precedence over just about anything. Since the laws of
Shabbos may be suspended to provide necessary medical
care to a critically ill person or to one in the likelihood of
danger to life, “Briskers” take this very seriously. To bring
home this point, R” Joseph Ber Soloveitchik ZT”’L told
over the following story about when he was a small child
and his father took him to Brisk for Shabbos to visit his
grandfather, R’ Chaim (Brisker) Soloveitchik ZT”L.

On Friday night, little Joseph Ber complained that there
was a problem with his throat. A doctor was quickly
summoned and told the little boy to open his mouth. As the
doctor strained to peer in his throat, R> Chaim asked if he
needed more light to see better. The gentile doctor replied,
“That is not a bad idea.” Immediately, R’ Chaim ordered his
son, R’ Moshe, to raise the flame on the light. R> Moshe
hesitated since the doctor didn’t actually say that he needed
more light. R” Chaim was annoyed at his son for he felt that
this may turn into a life-threatening situation, so he told R’
Simcha Zelig Riger ZT”’L (Chief Dayan of Brisk) to turn
up the flame. R’ Simcha Zelig did so without hesitation.

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS “&W
ON THE WEEKLY %JUD»DA\JH[ OF.. %

TORAH GEMS

T N TS TSR 1N TR
(ro-20) TP T MITT ama

The Apter Rov, R Avrohom Yehoshua Heschel ZT”’L,
writes that the righteous who spend extra time pursuing
Torah and Tefillah, "n>7anN YNNI NINNYH NN -
“Their Torah protects them and their labor is blessed.”
(25> m>12) This is alluded to in our posuk: “You shall serve
Hashem, your G-d, and He shall bless your bread and
water” - the fruits of your labor shall be realized, “And I
shall remove illness from your midst” - The Torah shall
protect you from the pain and suffering of illness.

The Chofetz Chaim ZT”’L was once at a meeting regard-
ing the building of a hospital in a certain city. Several wealthy
men had each pledged to donate a number of beds to the
new hospital and the Chofetz Chaim thanked them deeply.

While the meeting was still in progress, a group of local
yeshivah students entered, wishing to see the Chofetz
Chaim. The tzaddik received them graciously, and invited
them to sit at the head table with him. These actions caused
some eyebrows to be raised among the wealthy men there,
and one of them gathered up his nerve and asked outright,
“And how many beds are these students donating?”

Without missing a beat, the Chofetz Chaim responded,
“Each one of them is donating fifty beds.”

“Fifty beds?” The rich merchant gaped. “How is that
possible? We are all wealthy men, yet none of us had
pledged more than ten beds. And you want to tell me that
these talmidim are giving fifty apiece?”

“Yes,” answered the Chofetz Chaim. “Each of them is
giving the hospital fifty beds that do not exist. As Torah
protects the townspeople from illness, and these young
men are studying Torah, they are thus ensuring that there
will be fewer sick people in the town. They are reducing
the number of hospital beds needed by fifty apiece ...”

ﬂgﬂ“ FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
L) R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO
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When the Torah tells us that we may not accept a false report (Mw ynw), says Rashi, it is referring to the nmN

(warning) of not listening to LASHON HARA. We must realize that listening is as grave a sin as actually speaking lashon
hara. The three words preceding the posuk, "Nw ¥y XUn XD" - are "N 1OwWN 2950 - “To the dog(s) you shall throw
it.” Why? In order to tell us that one who listens to lashon hara is worthy of being thrown to the dogs!

So what should one do when suddenly the person next to you starts speaking lashon hara? The best thing to do is ....
STEP 1: Tell the person straight out - “This is, or might become, lashon hara!” This way you are preventing yourself and
the other person from sin. If this is impossible for whatever reason, then go to .... STEP 2: Change the subject! Say
something like, “I have enough faults of my own,” or “I wouldn’t want others to say that about me,” or “Oh, I forgot to
tell you ....” (In a really tough situation, you can begin coughing uncontrollably and everyone will run to bring you a
drink! Then when everything is calm, immediately begin speaking about something else; no one will remember what you
were talking about before! (I tried it - it works!) If this also fails, then go to .... STEP 3: LEAVE! (or stick your fingers in
your ears!) If you can’t leave (say, you are an airplane pilot and your co-pilot starts speaking lashon hara), follow this 3-point
formula: 1. Don’t believe it. 2. Be unhappy that the lashon hara is being spoken. 3. Don’t show that you agree in any way.

So stop listening to - and speaking - lashon hara, because really, how long can you keep your ﬁngers in your ears?




