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in full with one glass of milk, (signed) Dr. Howard Kelly.”

Swm: An act of chessed can promote a nation (D81 DYTN);

denying a chessed can castigate an entire nation (AN Wy).
There’s a saying which goes like this: “Bread cast on the
A SERIES IN HALACHAH W
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY ‘

The Halachos of Praying for the Sick (11)
Davening for Healing at a Shabbos Bris. At the end of last
weeks halachos, we mentioned the ruling of 115nn Y82 n"W (1)
that when one is permitted to take medicine on Shabbos he is
allowed to say the accompanying tefillah. One of the reasons
mentioned is that one can say private requests if the opportune
time is right then, and he’ll lose the chance if he waits till after
Shabbos. R’ Chaim Kanievski Shlit’a also holds this way. He
was asked if one can daven for healing at a Shabbos Bris when
the baby cries. He answered () that since this special time to
daven will not be around after Shabbos, one can say it now.
Reading the 712w »n from a List on Shabbes. In the laws of
Shabbos )it says that one should not read on Shabbos from a
list of guests or foods for a meal. Often when people have
guests or make a simcha on Shabbos, they may change their
mind about certain issues regarding the guests and/or the
portions needed, and this might bring them to erase items from
their list. The Poskim assume that any list where information
often changes and words might be erased should not be read.

Someone once posed a question to R’ Nissim Karelitz
Shlit’a: How can gabbaim read from continually changing lists
of ill people for a 7vaw 1? He answered that since the Mishna

W ‘aw

R’ Yisroel Baal Shem Tov ZT”L would say:
“‘When you go out to war with your enemies ...

water comes back to you.” The good deed you do today may
benefit you or someone else at the least expected time. If you
never see the deed again at least you will have made the
world a better place; after all, isn’t that what life is all about?
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Berura writes @ that for a mirzvah, it is permitted to read from a

list, praying for the sick is also a mirzvah and is permitted.
Praying when Visiting the Sick - 090 9. The mitzvah of
visiting the sick has 3 parts to it: 1) To help a sick person with
his needs, 2) to give him the beneficial enjoyment of good
company, 3) to daven for him. One who visits a sick person and
does not daven for him while there, has not fulfilled the mitzvah
properly ). Even though one can daven from afar, there are a
number of reasons why it should be done there when visiting:

1) The Shechina is above the head of the ill, and any prayers

said in front of the sick person is more accepted.

2) One can better assess his situation and daven in detail.

3) One can feel his distress and his davening is more sincere.
What to Say. If one only says, "n»bw M’ (have a complete
cure), has he fulfilled the mitzvah of davening for the sick? R’
S’ 72’ Auerbach ZT”’L is quoted () as saying that it is a proper
prayer and he has fulfilled the mitzvah. Others () argue that it is
not a proper prayer and he should rather say the following
phrase: "oNI ON WY M DY NG TR O (May
Hashem heal you completely among all the Jewish sick people.)
If he addresses himself to Hashem he has certainly fulfilled the
mitzvah. Some say certain posukim ) which mention healing.
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you shall take captives.’ It is not enough to simply go to ‘war’

against the evil inclination; one cannot be satisfied with merely overcoming his evil ways. One must also ‘fake
captives,” a Jew must capture and press the inclination into Divine service. We see the alacrity and devotion with
which the evil inclination fulfills its mission of tripping man and bringing him to error. We can use this devotion as
an instruction about how to serve Hashem.”

Rabbi Joseph Ber Soloveitchik ZT”L would say:

“The Torah enjoins us: ‘You shall not abhor (hate) an Egyptian for you were once a stranger in his land.’ Since
our forefathers once found a home in the land of Egypt, we are obligated to show our appreciation no matter into
what evil and bondage they later transformed this hospitality. This ideal is universal and applies in a spiritual sense
as well. Never throw ‘verbal’ stones at a spiritual well (a yeshivah) because no matter what your complaint against
it is, any person who learned in a yeshivah, also gained much knowledge from it and one must show his gratitude.”

A Wise Man would say:

“That’s the problem with growing old; I am not young enough anymore to know everything!”

SPECIAL MAZEL TOV TO THE ENTIRE BLONDER FAMILY ON THE AUFRUF OF THEIR SON AVRUMI TO SARAH
BENEDIKT AND UPON THE ENGAGEMENT OF THEIR DAUGHTER PESSIE TO DOVID KAHAN. MAY THE YOUNG
COUPLES BUILD BEAUTIFUL YIDDISHE HOMES AND MAY THE FAMILY ONLY SEE SIMCHOS ETERNALLY
TORAH TAVLIN IS AVAILABLE FREE OF CHARGE! TO SPONSOR/DEDICATE AN ISSUE, RECEIVE BY MAIL FOR YOUR SHUL OR
HAVE IT E-MAILED TO YOU DIRECTLY, PLEASE CALL 845-821-6200 OR SEND AN E-MAIL TO: TORAHTAVLIN@YAHOO.COM.
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Rashi quotes the Sifri: “A ben sorer u’moreh (wayward and rebellious son) is put to death because of his end (the evil
man he will become).... The Torah says, ‘Let him die as an innocent person, and not die as a guilty person.’”

At the turn of the twentieth century, the holy city of Jerusalem was invaded by groups of “enlightened” Jews, secular
nationalists and even Christian missionaries. There was a renewed interest in forming institutions of higher education,
and European Jews and gentiles alike, attempted to guide Jerusalem into the modern era. R’ Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld
ZT”L, the leader of the old Yishuv, and a bitter opponent to the new-fangled ways of modernism, led the struggle
against these invaders to preserve the integrity of the Holy City. He was the guide and leader of the Yerushalmi Jews
who wished to live in the way their forefathers had done for thousands of years.

R’ Yosef Chaim also served as the head of the Chevra Kadisha, the devoted individuals who purify and prepare a
newly deceased body for burial. In his capacity, he was always informed of who had passed away, and one day,
members of the Chevra Kadisha came to him with a dilemma: In the Kerem neighborhood of Jerusalem, a man died
from undisclosed and suspicious causes. Based on the appearance of the corpse, it would seem that the man had taken his
own life! This is a very serious offense in the Jewish religion and if such a case should be found to be true, it would bring
untold shame and embarrassment to the man’s family, as well as denying him a proper burial as per the halachic standard.

R’ Yosef Chaim hurried to the man’s home to inspect the body and search for any clues that might reveal what had
happened. Together with a group of eager volunteers, they scrutinized the home, searching it from top to bottom.
Eventually, they found a note, which was confirmed to have been written in the script of the deceased man himself.

The note read as follows: I am writing this letter so that people may understand the reason for my actions. Many years
ago, [ developed a rare and serious disease that infected my leg. The pain was unbearable and none of the doctors I went
to were able to help me. Finally, I had no choice but to go to the English Mission Hospital (This Christian hospital was
the most up-to-date in the city and the region. It’s opening, however, caused serious riots from opposing Jewish zealots
who suspected the hospital of ulterior motives and missionary activity.) There, a kindly Czechoslovakian doctor saw to
my condition and worked for weeks to develop a treatment to cure me. I was required to stay in the hospital for a long
time and even after I was released, I had many follow-up visits with my doctor, until I was completely cured.

“During my visits to the Czech doctor, he would occasionally talk to me about religious affairs. He loved to discuss
matters of Christian theology and he would ask me questions about Jewish philosophy in an attempt to engage me in a
dialogue. At first, I avoided discussing this apikorsis (heresy), but after a while, I found myself listening to him and his
convincing words. But just as I felt myself about to fall into his trap and lose my Jewish identity, I strengthened my
resolve and severed any more contact with him. I managed to control myself and remain a true G-d-fearing Jew.

“Now, however, I have grown older and my rare infection has recurred. I know how much pain is involved and also
that my old Czech doctor is the only one who can treat me. However, I am deathly afraid that he will once again inject
his venomous heretical poison into me and this time, I don’t know if I’ll be able to withstand the pressure and influence
of his words. Therefore, I’ve come to the decision that it is better that I die as a G-d-fearing Jew, than live as an apikores.
At this stage, I welcome death over a life of denial, heresy and apostasy, may Hashem have mercy on my soul ....”

R’ Yosef Chaim read these heartbreaking words and issued his psak: This man is to be buried with all the honor and
standards of any other Jew. We must give him the benefit of the doubt and recognize that his inner strength of character
saved him from shmad.
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517:: A poor boy who was peddling rags from door to door,
found that he had only one dime left in his pocket, and he
was hungry. At the next door, he asked for a drink of water.
The girl who answered the door thought he looked thirsty
and instead brought him a tall glass of milk. He drank it
slowly, savoring it, and asked, “How much do I owe you?”

“You don’t owe me anything,” she replied softly. “Mother
has taught us never to accept pay for a kindness.”

The grateful boy resolved to never forget this kindness.

Many years later that same girl became critically ill. She

was brought to a renowned hospital where a top specialist,
Dr. Howard Kelly, was called in to look at her case. When
the doctor went to see the patient, he recognized her as the
same girl who had been so kind to him years earlier.

Dr. Kelly gave special attention to her case. After a long
struggle, the battle was won. Dr. Kelly asked to see the final
bill and then scribbled something on the edge of the paper,
before it was sent to her room. She feared opening it, sure it
would take the rest of her life to pay it all up. Finally she did
look, and she read these words on the side of the bill: “Paid
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The gemara (25 mon) relates: “How foolish are people

who (are eager to) stand up in the presence of a Sefer
Torah, but not in honor of a great man (a Tzaddik). As we
see that the Torah prescribes forty lashes (for a sinner)
whereas the great Sages reduced it to (only) thirty-nine!”

Indeed, a person must have a tremendous amount of
respect for a Talmid Chacham and a Torah sage, because
they have the wisdom, knowledge and ability to reduce the
amount of pain that a fellow Jew may be stricken with,
even in the face of a Biblically-prescribed dosage of
punishment. If one would understand the depth of our “great
men” (N27X12)), he would never show them disrespect.

The Laniado Hospital in Netanya, was built at the behest
and under the auspices of the Klausenberger Rebbe, R’
Yekusiel Yehudah Halberstam ZT”L. Not only did the
Rebbe conceive of the idea and see it through to its fruition,
he was very involved in every aspect of the decision-making
process, and would even attend board meetings.

At one of the meetings, a question arose regarding the
type of needle to use for medical procedures in the hospital.
The standard needle that was prevalent at that time in most
facilities was one shekel cheaper than the better quality,
more updated instrument, and buying the cheaper needles in
a large-scale amount that was necessary for the hospital
would have resulted in huge savings to their bottom line.

The Rebbe asked why the newer needles were more
expensive and was told that they had a more delicate edge
which would make it easier and less painful for the patient.

At once, the Rebbe stood up and decided, “We will use
the better needles, even if it costs more!” Every doctor in the
room marveled at the sensitivity of the "n29 X712 in their
midst, who would lessen another Jew’s pain - at any cost!

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
ON THE WEEKILY MIDDAH OF ...
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If a man dies childless, the Torah prescribes the mitzvah
of Yibum, to allow his widow to marry his brother and
“build the house of his brother.” If the brother does not wish
to marry his sister-in-law, the mitzvah of Chalitza applies,
and through a process conducted in Beis Din, he may
discharge his responsibilities towards his brother’s wife.

Rashi is a bit cryptic in his commentary on the brother’s
refusal to marry her. When he announces that he does not
wish to marry, he must make his statement in Hebrew
(Lashon Kodesh), and she too, must respond to his words
with her own statement in Hebrew. Rashi gives us no
understanding as to why this is so important.

R’ Pinchos Halevi Horowitz ZT’L (Panim Yafos)
offers a brilliant insight. Chazal tell us: “Whoever does not
leave an inheritance for his son, the Holy One blessed be
He is filled with anger at him.” (30p 1") A person is
required to see to the sustenance of his children - even after
his death. When one performs the mitzvah of Yibum, he
allows his brother to leave over a legacy in this world
when he fathers a child. One who refuses to do this mitzvah
is denying his brother this right, which will cause the
Almighty to become angry with him. However, the
mitzvah of Chalitza will rectify this and remove the anger.

We know that every mitzvah creates a T80 (angel) and
this angel is also given permission to harm a person if he
does not perform the mitzvah properly. But an angel only
understands Hebrew, and as a result, when the angel
attached to the mitzvah of Yibum hears that the brother
refuses to do it, Hashem’s anger is upon him and the angel is
poised to strike. It is important that the brother announces
that he will do Chalitza in Hebrew, in order that the angel
should understand his intentions and do him no harm!

ﬂgﬂ“ FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
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Puarshas Ki Seitzai begins with a seemingly unusual topic: When a Jew goes out to war against the enemy and he captures

prisoners, including women, he must treat them properly and provide for them. Many meforshim explain that the Torah is
speaking allegorically here and in fact is referring to a war against the worst “enemy’” that we all have: the Yetzer Hara.

The Alter from Kelm, R’ Simcha Zissel Ziv ZT”’L, explains that the Yetzer Hara - the evil inclination - is constantly

coming up with “new and improved” ways of causing us to sin. Each time he is successful in achieving his aims, he gains
more strength for the next battle. This is the understanding of the words of Chazal: "nay m79m NPy ,MNN DM MN” -
“(One) mitzvah leads to another mitzvah, (one) sin leads to another sin.” (21 ™MaN) It is as if our souls are one large
battlefield and each trial that we overcome gives the upper hand to the Yetzer Tov (good inclination); when we falter, the
Yetzer Hara takes control. A person must never say: “I’ll just sin this one time. It’s no big deal. It'll never happen again.”
This is wrong! The only way to beat the Yetzer Hara at his game, is by using our BRAINS rather than our BRAWN!
Since he is always playing “mind-games” with us - brainwashing us into believing that we are justified in doing one small
misdeed - we must use our minds correctly to push him back and not fall into his sinister trap.

May Hashem give us the mental power to enable us to THINK CAREFULLY before we react, and only this way will
we be able to outsmart the Yerzer Hara and avoid sinning.




