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    This year when Purim is on Friday one must organize himself well
beforehand. One should start the mitzvos of the day early enough to
get ready to go into Shabbos in an appropriate manner. One must be
sober enough to wash up for Shabbos and daven Mincha plus
Kabbolas Shabbos. One must be careful to remove all muktza Purim
items from the Shabbos clothes that were worn on Purim.
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xekf zyxt - `xwie zyxt ycew zay
  Shabbos Parshas Vayikrah - Parshas Zachor

    g"qyz ipy xc` 'g    March 15, 2008 -

                  6:44 -  zay zexp zwlcd(Monsey, NY)(Monsey, NY)(Monsey, NY)(Monsey, NY)    - zay/ dlecb dgpn     1:35
7:03 - zayd mei ly driwy        ~~~~~~~~        9:30 - `"n/rny z`ixw onf         

     10:06 - `"xbd /rny z`ixw onf         7:53 -  aixrn /  miakekd z`v        ~~~~~~
 `"xbdl / dlitzd onf seq           11:06 -  zhiyl /  k"d`v       ~~~~ 8:15 -  mz epiax         

zexxerzd ixace miig igwl                                                                                       axd z`n mely `"hily lxrt
reayd zeiyxt i"tr excqp                                                                                      iwqalyew v"xbd zaiyia p"ep

((((aaaa----`̀̀̀))))    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    mmmmkkkkppppaaaaxxxxwwww    zzzz`̀̀̀    eeeeaaaaiiiixxxxwwwwzzzz    oooo`̀̀̀vvvvdddd    oooonnnneeee    xxxxwwwwaaaadddd    oooonnnn    ddddnnnnddddaaaadddd    oooonnnn    ''''ddddllll    ooooaaaaxxxxwwww    mmmmkkkknnnn    aaaaiiiixxxxwwwwiiii    iiiikkkk    mmmmcccc`̀̀̀

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

    A SERIES IN HALACHAH
    LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Laws of Zmanim - Halachic Time Parameters - Cont.
Chatzos: Erev Tisha B’av. Chatzos (midday) has relevance

on Tisha B’av itself and on the days before and after it. On

the afternoon before, one should not go for a pleasure walk

after chatzos (1). Just like we have seen that holy, happy days

(Yom Tov) shine up the afternoon before them, so too, the

afternoon before Tisha B’av is somewhat similar. It is

permitted to take a walk for exercise (2). Some Poskim hold

that in the afternoon one should only learn such learning

material that is permitted on Tisha B’av itself (3). Others

permit all learning and if one will just waste his time by

keeping the first opinion, he should definitely rely on the

second opinion and learn whatever he wants (4).

Day of Tisha B’av. Even though most of the restrictions of

Tisha B’av are in effect the whole day, two of them only

apply until chatzos. This is because they are not absolute

prohibitions but rather based on custom. The first is sitting

on the floor or a low stool less than three tefachim (3 hand

breadths: 12 inches). At chatzos one may sit on a chair (5).

   The second, “Earning money” or lengthy, time consuming

work is not done till chatzos (6). These activities take a

person’s mind off the mourning spirit of the day. Examples:

Answering the phone to take business orders, opening a

store to sell wares (except for stores that sell food), doing

even one’s own lengthy house repairs, and personal

shopping (except for buying food to eat after the fast).

 `"hily cltyxid jexa d"en z`n   
qhiid cplailw ,l`xyi zad` ldwc ax 

The Day After Tisha B’av. Since the enemy set fire to the

Bais Hamikdosh on the late afternoon of Tisha B’Av, most of

the building actually burnt on the tenth day of Av. Thus, the

tenth has it’s own aspect of mourning and the custom has

become to keep the restrictions of the 9 days for another half

day. As a result, eating meat, drinking wine, washing clothes

and bathing are not done till after chatzos on the tenth of Av (7).

This ends the many Halachos of Chatzos - Midday, that we

have been discussing over the last number of weeks.

Chatzos Layla - Halachic Midnight. Halachic midnight

(12 clock hours after that day’s halachic midday) has much

significance as both a deadline and beginning time for many

mitzvos. Let us now discuss the halachos of midnight.

Nighttime Shema. The time-span for saying Shema of

Maariv is all night long. According to the Shulchan Aruch (8)

the Sages decreed that one should make sure to finish Shema

before midnight as a precaution not to miss it the whole

night. Some poskim (9) argue that one may delay Shema till

after chatzos. In hard circumstances such as not to cancel

one’s shiur, one can rely on the lenient view. Otherwise, one

should not delay Shema till after midnight. If midnight passed

one can and must make sure to say it before the night is over.

vkugpva 'ifk osue gna tka vn od gnuau 'uka vghnav
juf ,jh,p - ,uhnhbpv kg ,kgup ubzt ,jh,p ka ,hbumhjv
rfna ost ka vghnav juf ,t ohj,upaf f"tu 'uka vghnav
wv scg ,uhvk uhkga gunak tuv khj,n v,gn 'scgk unmg ,t

/unmgk rjt iust ,ubek tku
'r,uh eung utyj arua rat 'u,chbdc rfnba scg kmt if tk     
/cubdk ubumr ,njn tuv 'wv scg ,uhvk vmur ubhta ogyv hf
hf 'khgu, tk "ohscg ktrah hbc hk" gunak izutv ,jh,p urucgu
lfhpk 'wv scg ,uhvk tk uk oruda cubdk iumrv uckc ogup ihhsg
'"cubd, tk" ka ruxhtv rnuj gnaha hsf ubzut ,t ohgmur

/wv ,uscg unmg kg kcek ifun vhvh v,gnu
 r"unstv rhcxn lfu     k"mz rsbxfktn lhbgv wrhrcs ,t 

" cu,fa 'tuc, hf ,arpc vjfu,v ,j,wv ,t ,scg tk rat
vru,v ,buufa 'ubhhvu /(z"n j"f ohrcs) "vjnac lheukt
wv sucgk tk ubk ,nrudv vchxv ,t od ekxba 'v,jfu,c

 /orudv rcs - ",j," vkhnv aurhp vzu 'vjnac
wv huuhmc kzkza kg '"icre chreh hf" euxpv rtck ah z"hpku     

 in" 'vddac tyjuvnvcvuhkga ubhhv '"ofbcre ,t uchre, 
/wv huuhmc kzkzk uk unrda uh,ubumr - ,uhnvcv ,t od chrevk

    !!vrvnc ekng ,hhjnku 'oaruan ubhtyj rhxvk vfzba r"vh

i   tk '"icre chreh" rntba rjta 'cu,fv kpf gusn 'kutak a
?"ofbcre uchre," cua rnuk lhrm vhv

t"f ,una) "gmrnc ubzt ,t gmru 'wudu uhbust uahdvu" :ch,f vbv     
,tz izt ?;udca ohrct kfn gmrhvk izt vtr vnu" :h"ar c,f /(u
izt 'unmg rfun otu 'gmr, cbdu lkvu wcubd, tkw hbhx rvc vgnaa
unmgk iust vbeu lkvu 'wohscg ktrah hbc hk hfw hbhx rvc vgnaa
gmrb u,chbdc rfnbv scg hf 'ovh,uchxc ohbuaa rtucnu /"gmr,
gmrb unmg rfna scg ukhtu '"cubd, tk" ka utk kg rcga ,njn

/"ohscg ktrah hbc hk hf" cu,fv kg rcga ,njn
 vaenu    iutdv k"mz lukc rhtn uvhkt wrhbhbp) zky ,chah atr 

,tmk vmur ubhta ouan gmrb u,chbdc rfnba scgv od hrv '(,gs
ohgmur hrva 'cbda ouan tku 'unmgk iust vbueu ubust hsh ,j,n
shn tku 'ohba aa ;uxc "wudu hbust ,t h,cvt" rnutaf er u,ut

c wg) cbda rjtreh hkfouan u,ut ohgmura cu,f gusn f"tu /(
?"ohscg ktrah hbc hk hf" kg rcuga kg tku '"cubd, tk" kg rcga
unmg ie,k vmurv ifa 'tyjv  iueh, ihbgc suxh hp kg '.r,nu
tuv jrfun tkt 'vaga kuugv iueh,c hs tk 'tuyjku ruzjk tku
uk jycun lf hsh kgu 'orhxvku tyjv ,chxu arua kt ,srk

/tuyjk cuah tka
juf j,pb lfc 'scgv ka ubztc j,p - ruj ohaugaf vbvu       
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        j:vbe, vrurc vban (4) oa t"nr (3) vke ;s ktrah ,njb (2) c:vbe, t"nr (1)
          oa vfkv ruthc (9) d:vkr j"ut (8) t:jbe, (7) cf:sbe, j"ut (6) d:ybe, t"nr
        

         
R’ Shneur Zalman of Liadi ZT”L (Baal HaTanya) would say:

     “We are taught (z ohjcz) that a korbon that is brought without sincere repentance does not atone. However,

this injunction does not apply to the Korbon Mincha - Meal Offering, since these are unlike all other

sacrifices. The Mincha (gift) of the poor, in contrast to all other offerings, atones even without Teshuvah. All

the days of his life, the poor man is the epitome of one long, never-ending Teshuvah penance.”  

R' Yosef Shaul Nathanson ZT"L (Divrei Shaul) would say:
   “wvk vat ubnn urhye, tk acs kfu rta kf hfw - ‘For any leaven or any honey shall not be burnt as a

fire-offering to Hashem.’ Leaven is a symbol of arrogance since it causes dough to rise and expand. Honey is

symbolic of sweetness and physical pleasure. The Torah instructs us not to bring these two ingredients in an

offering to teach us that one must not follow extreme elements in his life but rather turn down and follow the

‘middle road.’ Extreme actions and extreme decisions can be detrimental to oneself and to mankind.”

R' Menachem Mendel Morgenstern ZT"L (Kotzker Rebbe) would say:

   “In the end, you know you will have to listen. So aren’t you better off listening right away?”
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    The importance of vbnzc vkhp, - prayer in its (correct) time, is clearly emphasized in the following story

told over recently at a yeshivah function. Two students learning in Mesivta Tiferes Yerushalayim were good

friends who would share each other’s possessions all the time. It happened once that one of the friends

borrowed a mini tape recorder (walkman) from the other and while using it one day, the attached strap that

hung from the walkman tore off sending the walkman flying into the wall and shattering it into numerous

pieces. Naturally, the owner of the walkman assumed that his friend would buy him a new one or would pay

him back for his loss. However, the first friend shrugged it off and refused to pay him back. 

    An argument ensued between the two boys and the one who had borrowed the walkman claimed that

according to halachah he doesn’t owe his friend a thing because what happened was an accident - xbut - and

we know the famous statement of Chazal: "vhryp tbnjr xbut" - “For accidental loss, the Torah exempts.”

The argument persisted and the second boy held firm to his position - at the cost of his friendship, of course -

and refused to pay his former friend back for the broken item.

    The incident was discussed in the halls of the yeshivah and eventually the Rosh Yeshivah, R’ Reuven

Feinstein Shlit’a heard about the matter. R’ Reuven had a hard time understanding the argument. Wasn’t it

quite obvious that this was a case of a ktua - borrower, who damaged what he had borrowed, and everyone

knows, even young children, that one is required to pay back even in the case of accidental loss? 

    This thought continued to bother R’ Reuven’s conscience to the point that he even asked his father, the

Posek Hador, R’ Moshe Feinstein ZT”L, how it could be that a bochur who has learned in yeshivos for

quite a number of years should not be aware of a basic point of halachic knowledge; that the oft-quoted

dictum of "vhryp tbnjr xbut" has no bearing on a case involving one who borrowed from another?

   R’ Moshe’s response surprised him. “Obviously, it appears that when this boy was starting to learn gemara,

he didn’t begin with the basic gemaros that are usually taught in most yeshivos, like Bava Metziah and the

chapters of  ",uthmn ukt" and "shepnv" (dealing with lost and borrowed items). He most likely started learning

Mesechta Berachos, particularly the sugyos involving Tefillas Hashachar (morning prayers) and those issues.”

    R’ Reuven was intrigued by his father’s unexpected and unusual statement. “Why is this so? How could

the Tateh know this?” he asked.

    R’ Moshe answered, “Because in those chapters in Mesechta Berachos dealing with Tefillah, we learn all

about Zman Tefillah and Zman Krias Shema (halachic time parameters set up by the Sages for davening and

reciting Krias Shema) etc., and the importance of keeping to these halachic time requirements. Unfortunately,

it has become prevalent in our shuls that depending on where he and his father davened when he was

younger, he saw that these important halachos are "teus utk" (not necessarily meant to be kept). Thus, it

would stand to reason that he has applied this to other areas of  halachah as well!”

    ''''eeeekkkkeeee    ̀̀̀̀ hhhhggggiiii    ̀̀̀̀ iiiiyyyypppp    xxxxyyyy`̀̀̀    ....`̀̀̀eeeedddd    llllddddwwwwdddd    zzzz`̀̀̀hhhhgggg((((aaaakkkk,,,,`̀̀̀kkkk----cccc)))) 
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            eeeehhhhggggyyyyeeee    eeeeppppaaaaxxxxwwww    yyyy`̀̀̀xxxx    llllrrrr    eeeecccciiii    jjjjnnnnqqqqeeee    
    ''''eeeekkkkeeee    ccccrrrreeeennnn    lllldddd`̀̀̀    ggggzzzztttt                                ((((aaaa----bbbb))))        

   “Talmidei Chachamim who devote themselves to the

study of the Torah at night, the posuk accounts it to

them as though they were occupied with the Temple

service.” (/he ,ujbn) We know that the avodah was

only permitted to be done during the daytime and not

at night (/jm ohjcz). Similarly, Chazal learn out from

the words, "sgun kvt j,p uyjau" - “And he shall

slaughter (the animal) at the opening of the Ohel

Moed” - that the korbonos may only be sacrificed

when the Temple was “open” - during the day - and

not at night. If so, what does the gemara mean to teach

us by stating that learning Torah at night is akin to

performing the service in the Bais Hamikdosh?

    The answer, writes R’ Meir Simcha Hakohen of

Dvinsk ZT”L, can be understood based on the words

of the gemara (:ck shn,): “If one studies Torah at

night, the Shechinah faces him. As it says, ‘Arise, cry

out at night ... pour out your heart like water, before

the presence of Hashem.’ (yh-c vfht)” One who

studies at night, immersing himself in Torah, and

denying sleep to his eyes, is rewarded in that the

Divine Presence is facing him before his eyes. At that

moment, he is no different than being inside the Ohel

Moed, performing the avodah and meriting a

revelation of the Divine Presence upon him

   Alternatively, “night” represents the unseen, the

hidden, the non-publicized. One who studies Torah “at

night” is referring to one who studies for no ulterior

motive. If one learns Torah with an ulterior motive,

then his act will bring joy only when that motive is

achieved. However, if one studies at night, privately

and modestly, then he will “cry out (with joy) at

night” - at the very moment of his learning.

            ''''ddddaaaa    llllrrrrnnnn    ddddllllrrrrnnnneeee    ̀̀̀̀ hhhhggggzzzz    iiiikkkk    yyyyttttpppp        
                        ''''eeeekkkkeeee    eeeezzzziiiinnnnrrrraaaa    yyyyggggkkkkeeee((((`̀̀̀kkkk----dddd))))    

    The Torah teaches us a very important lesson in

human relations. “If a person sins and rebels against

Hashem and is deceitful toward his neighbor...” Any

dishonest act in relations between man and man is not

simply a breach of trust between two individuals, but

rather it may regarded as "wvc kgn vkgnu" - “a rebellion

against Hashem.” R’ Shamshon Raphael Hirsch

ZT”L elaborates on this theme: Hashem is the unseen

“third party” Who is present whenever one has

dealings with another human being, even if no other

witnesses are on hand. Hashem, Himself, is the

guarantor for honest dealings between men. If,

however, this guarantor is invoked as a witness but the

parties in question are less than forthright and honest

in their dealings, this is more than a simple case of

faithlessness; it is a “rebellion” - nothing less than a

denial of the existence of Hashem.

    At a rabbinical conference, Rabbi Dr. Joseph Ber

Soloveitchik ZT”L once quoted the above-mentioned

posuk and accompanied it with the words of the

Tosefta: “No man deals falsely with his neighbor

unless he first rebels against Hashem.” (v:d ,uguca)
He remarked that, “History certainly confirms this

declaration of Chazal, and in fact, Soviet Russia is our

contemporary example. It is true that the West is guilty

of many serious moral aberrations and is often

hypocritical! But it is still sensitive to moral issues and

it feels the need to justify itself in moral terms. The

Soviet Union, however, is morally bankrupt; there is

no debate, reproach, argument; facts and history are

distorted, belief in G-d is outlawed. Here we see, ‘If

one rebels against Hashem (atheism), he will deal falsely

with his neighbor.’ This is the folly of communism.”   

llllyyyynnnn: Every Erev Shabbos, the great Turkish
Chacham, R’ Shmuel Di Modina ZT”L, would
make his way through the streets and marketplaces
and implore the Jewish shopkeepers to close their
shops before Shabbos. Many listened to the esteemed
rabbi and the Arabs and non-Jews were dismayed at
the amount of stores that were closing on Friday.
    One Arab decided that he would put a stop to this
nonsense and on the next Friday afternoon when he
saw the rabbi approaching, he grabbed a stick
intending to strike the rabbi and not allow him to
convince others to close their shops. Miraculously,
as he raised his hand to strike, it froze in midair in a

state of paralysis, and no matter what he did he could
not move his arm. His relatives understood that this
was a result of his evil intentions towards the rabbi
and they begged him to release the man from his
untenable state. Only after the Arab promised never
to harm a Jew again, did he agree to release the man. 
llllyyyynnnnpppp: The Baal HaTurim writes that if one sees
another Jew sinning and does nothing about it, it is as
if he himself had committed the sin. The Torah juxtap-
oses two posukim: "tyjh thab rat /tuv kvev ,tyj" -
“The sin of the congregation. When a leader sins.”
This teaches us that if the people sin and the leader
turns a blind eye, it’s as if he actually committed a sin. 
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((((bbbb----`̀̀̀))))    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    ''''dddd    iiiippppttttllll    eeeeppppvvvvxxxxllll    eeeezzzz`̀̀̀    aaaaiiiixxxxwwwwiiii    ccccrrrreeeennnn    lllldddd`̀̀̀    ggggzzzztttt    llll`̀̀̀    eeeeppppaaaaiiiixxxxwwwwiiii    mmmmiiiinnnnzzzz    xxxxkkkkffff    xxxxwwwwaaaadddd    oooonnnn    eeeeppppaaaaxxxxwwww    ddddllllrrrr    mmmm`̀̀̀        
   When a person brings a Korbon - sacrificial offering, certain conditions must be met. One must have the

proper kavanos and intentions for his specific korbon. It must be brought inside the Mishkan or Bais

Hamikdosh, and it must be offered within its regulated time-frame. The shn, icre - Daily Sacrifice, for

example, was brought twice a day; once in the morning and once in the afternoon. If it was not offered during

those specific time allotments, it became invalid and was not offered anymore for that day. The gemara

(/uf ,ufrc) uses the expression: "ubcre kyc ubnz rcg" - “(When) its time has passed, the offering is nullified.” 

    Chazal teach us that Tefillah - prayer, is similar to bringing korbonos; in fact, today, it takes the place of

the sacrificial offerings, and if one missed a specific time-frame instituted for certain Tefillos, we employ this

same dictum of "ubcre kyc ubnz rcg" and his ability to recite that prayer is lost.  


