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A SERIES I'N HALACHAH
LIVING A “TORAH"” DAY
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Laws of Zmanim - Halachic Time Parameters - Cont. The Day After Tisha B’av. Since the enemy set fire to the

Chatzos: Erev Tisha B’av. Chatzos (midday) has relevance
on Tisha B’av itself and on the days before and after it. On
the afternoon before, one should not go for a pleasure walk
after chatzos (). Just like we have seen that holy, happy days
(Yom Tov) shine up the afternoon before them, so too, the
afternoon before Tisha B’av is somewhat similar. It is
permitted to take a walk for exercise 2. Some Poskim hold
that in the afternoon one should only learn such learning
material that is permitted on Zisha B’av itself 3). Others
permit all learning and if one will just waste his time by
keeping the first opinion, he should definitely rely on the
second opinion and learn whatever he wants ).
Day of Tisha B’av. Even though most of the restrictions of
Tisha B’av are in effect the whole day, two of them only
apply until chatzos. This is because they are not absolute
prohibitions but rather based on custom. The first is sitting
on the floor or a low stool less than three fefachim (3 hand
breadths: 12 inches). At chatzos one may sit on a chair ).
The second, “Earning money” or lengthy, time consuming
work is not done till chatzos ©). These activities take a
person’s mind off the mourning spirit of the day. Examples:
Answering the phone to take business orders, opening a
store to sell wares (except for stores that sell food), doing
even one’s own lengthy house repairs, and personal
shopping (except for buying food to eat after the fast).

NDIPN N2 MWN (4) OVW N'D (3) NDP 97 INIW NN (2) 2:79pM N3 (1)
DY 1557 N (9) 31197 NN (8) NP (7) 2513pM NIN (6) 303N N'DY

Bais Hamikdosh on the late afternoon of Tisha B’Av, most of
the building actually burnt on the tenth day of Av. Thus, the
tenth has it’s own aspect of mourning and the custom has
become to keep the restrictions of the 9 days for another half
day. As a result, eating meat, drinking wine, washing clothes
andbathing arenotdone till after chatzos on the tenth of Av (7).
This ends the many Halachos of Chatzos - Midday, that we
have been discussing over the last number of weeks.

Chatzos Layla - Halachic Midnight. Halachic midnight
(12 clock hours after that day’s halachic midday) has much
significance as both a deadline and beginning time for many
mitzvos. Let us now discuss the halachos of midnight.

Nighttime Shema. The time-span for saying Shema of
Maariv isall nightlong. Accordingto the Shulchan Aruch )
the Sages decreed that one should make sure to finish Shema
before midnight as a precaution not to miss it the whole
night. Some poskim ©) argue that one may delay Shema till
after chatzos. In hard circumstances such as not to cancel
one’s shiur, one can rely on the lenient view. Otherwise, one
shouldnot delay Shema till after midnight. If midnight passed
one can and must make sure to say it before the night is over.

_ WEEKLY CHIZUX # 72
This year when Purim is on Friday one must organize himseif well
beforehand. One should start the mitzvos of the day eary enough to
getready to gr? into Shabbos in an appropriate manner. One must be
sober enough to wash up for Shabbos and daven Mincha plus
Kabbolas Shabbos. One must be careful to remove all mukiza Purim
itemns from the Shabbos clothes that were wom on Purim.
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R’ Shneur Zalman of Liadi ZT”’L (Baal HaTanya) would say:

“We are taught (v ©n23) that a korbon that is brought without sincere repentance does not atone. However,
this injunction does not apply to the Korbon Mincha - Meal Offering, since these are unlike all other
sacrifices. The Mincha (gift) of the poor, in contrast to all other offerings, atones even without Teshuvah. All
the days of his life, the poor man is the epitome of one long, never-ending Teshuvah penance.”

R' Yosef Shaul Nathanson ZT"L (Divrei Shaul) would say:

D NUR DN YPLPN KD WAT D0 INY 9D ' - ‘For any leaven or any honey shall not be burnt as a
fire-offering to Hashem.” Leaven is a symbol of arrogance since it causes dough to rise and expand. Honey is
symbolic of sweetness and physical pleasure. The Torah instructs us not to bring these two ingredients in an
offering to teach us that one must not follow extreme elements in his life but rather turn down and follow the
‘middle road.” Extreme actions and extreme decisions can be detrimental to oneself and to mankind.”

R' Menachem Mendel Morgenstern ZT''L (Kotzker Rebbe) would say:

“In the end, you know you will have to listen. So aren’t you better off listening right away?”

THIS ISSUE DEDICATED IN HONOR OF THE "CHEVR A KADISHA" OF AHAVAS TORAH, MIAMI BEACH
TORAH TAVLIN IS AVAILABLE FREE OF CHARGE! TO SPONSOR/DEDICATE AN ISSUE, RECEIVE BY MAIL FOR YOUR SHUL OR
HAVE IT E-MAILED TO YOU DIRECTLY, PLEASE CALL 845-821-6200 OR SEND AN E-MAIL TO: TORAHTAVLIN@ YAHOO.COM.




The importance of Nyxa Nan - prayer in its (correct) time, is clearly emphasized in the following story
told over recently at a yeshivah function. Two students learning in Mesivta Tiferes Yerushalayim were good
friends who would share each other’s possessions all the time. It happened once that one of the friends
borrowed a mini tape recorder (walkman) from the other and while using it one day, the attached strap that
hung from the walkman tore off sending the walkman flying into the wall and shattering it into numerous
pieces. Naturally, the owner of the walkman assumed that his friend would buy him a new one or would pay
him back for his loss. However, the first friend shrugged it off and refused to pay him back.

An argument ensued between the two boys and the one who had borrowed the walkman claimed that
according to halachah he doesn’t owe his friend a thing because what happened was an accident - ©)N - and
we know the famous statement of Chazal: "m0 NN O - “For accidental loss, the Torah exempts.”
The argument persisted and the second boy held firm to his position - at the cost of his friendship, of course -
and refused to pay his former friend back for the broken item.

The incident was discussed in the halls of the yeshivah and eventually the Rosh Yeshivah, R’ Reuven
Feinstein Shlit’a heard about the matter. R’ Reuven had a hard time understanding the argument. Wasn’t it
quite obvious that this was a case of a YNw - borrower, who damaged what he had borrowed, and everyone
knows, even young children, that one is required to pay back even in the case of accidental loss?

This thought continued to bother R’ Reuven’s conscience to the point that he even asked his father, the
Posek Hador, R’ Moshe Feinstein ZT”L, how it could be that a bochur who has learned in yeshivos for
quite a number of years should not be aware of a basic point of halachic knowledge; that the oft-quoted
dictum of "MV NINNI ONIN" has no bearing on a case involving one who borrowed from another?

R’ Moshe’s response surprised him. “Obviously, it appears that when this boy was starting to learn gemara,
he didn’t begin with the basic gemaros that are usually taught in most yeshivos, like Bava Metziah and the
chapters of "mno¥n WN" and "Ppann” (dealing with lost and borrowed items). He most likely started learning
Mesechta Berachos, particularly the sugyos involving Tefillas Hashachar (morning prayers) and those issues.”

R’ Reuven was intrigued by his father’s unexpected and unusual statement. “Why is this so? How could
the Tateh know this?” he asked.

R’ Moshe answered, “Because in those chapters in Mesechta Berachos dealing with Tefillah, we learn all
about Zman Tefillah and Zman Krias Shema (halachic time parameters set up by the Sages for davening and
reciting Krias Shema) etc., and the importance of keeping to these halachic time requirements. Unfortunately,
it has become prevalent in our shuls that depending on where he and his father davened when he was
younger, he saw that these important halachos are "NpYT W5" (not necessarily meant to be kept). Thus, it
would stand to reason that he has applied this to other areas of halachah as well!”
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Son: Every Erev Shabbos, the great Turkish state of paralysis, and no matter what he did he could
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“Talmidei Chachamim who devote themselves to the
study of the Torah at night, the posuk accounts it to
them as though they were occupied with the Temple
service.” (op ™) We know that the avodah was
only permitted to be done during the daytime and not
at night (N8 ©n). Similarly, Chazal learn out from
the words, "ty SnX NN yoneY' - “And he shall
slaughter (the animal) at the opening of the Ohel
Moed” - that the korbonos may only be sacrificed
when the Temple was “open” - during the day - and
not at night. If so, what does the gemara mean to teach
us by stating that learning Torah at night is akin to
performing the service in the Bais Hamikdosh?

The answer, writes R> Meir Simcha Hakohen of
Dvinsk ZT”L, can be understood based on the words
of the gemara (a5 ™on): “If one studies Torah at
night, the Shechinah faces him. As it says, ‘Arise, cry
out at night ... pour out your heart like water, before
the presence of Hashem.’ (v-1 n>»N)” One who
studies at night, immersing himself in Torah, and
denying sleep to his eyes, is rewarded in that the
Divine Presence is facing him before his eyes. At that
moment, he is no different than being inside the Ohel
Moed, performing the avodah and meriting a
revelation of the Divine Presence upon him

Alternatively, “night” represents the unseen, the
hidden, the non-publicized. One who studies Torah “at
night” is referring to one who studies for no ulterior
motive. If one learns Torah with an ulterior motive,
then his act will bring joy only when that motive is
achieved. However, if one studies at night, privately
and modestly, then he will “cry out (with joy) at
night” - at the very moment of his learning.

The Torah teaches us a very important lesson in
human relations. “If a person sins and rebels against
Hashem and is deceitful toward his neighbor...” Any
dishonest act in relations between man and man is not
simply a breach of trust between two individuals, but
rather it may regarded as "2 5yn "oy - “a rebellion
against Hashem.” R’ Shamshon Raphael Hirsch
ZT”L elaborates on this theme: Hashem is the unseen
“third party” Who is present whenever one has
dealings with another human being, even if no other
witnesses are on hand. Hashem, Himself, is the
guarantor for honest dealings between men. If,
however, this guarantor is invoked as a witness but the
parties in question are less than forthright and honest
in their dealings, this is more than a simple case of
faithlessness; it is a “rebellion” - nothing less than a
denial of the existence of Hashem.

At a rabbinical conference, Rabbi Dr. Joseph Ber
Soloveitchik ZT”L once quoted the above-mentioned
posuk and accompanied it with the words of the
Tosefta: “No man deals falsely with his neighbor
unless he first rebels against Hashem.” (n: mynv)
He remarked that, “History certainly confirms this
declaration of Chazal, and in fact, Soviet Russia is our
contemporary example. It is true that the West is guilty
of many serious moral aberrations and is often
hypocritical! But it is still sensitive to moral issues and
it feels the need to justify itself in moral terms. The
Soviet Union, however, is morally bankrupt; there is
no debate, reproach, argument; facts and history are
distorted, belief in G-d is outlawed. Here we see, ‘If
onerebelsagainst Hashem (atheism), he will deal falsely
with his neighbor.” This is the folly of communism.”
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Chacham, R’ Shmuel Di Modina ZT”L, would
make his way through the streets and marketplaces
and implore the Jewish shopkeepers to close their
shops before Shabbos. Many listened to the esteemed
rabbi and the Arabs and non-Jews were dismayed at
the amount of stores that were closing on Friday.
One Arab decided that he would put a stop to this
nonsense and on the next Friday afternoon when he
saw the rabbi approaching, he grabbed a stick
intending to strike the rabbi and not allow him to
convince others to close their shops. Miraculously,
as he raised his hand to strike, it froze in midair in a

not move his arm. His relatives understood that this
was a result of his evil intentions towards the rabbi
and they begged him to release the man from his
untenable state. Only after the Arab promised never
to harm a Jew again, did he agree to release the man.

“wna: The Baal HaTurim writes that if one sees
another Jew sinning and does nothing about it, it is as
if he himself had committed the sin. The Torah juxtap-
0ses two posukim: "NON NOWI WX NN DNPN INVN” -
“The sin of the congregation. When a leader sins.”
This teaches us that if the people sin and the leader
turns a blind eye, it’s as if he actually committed a sin.
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When a person brings a Korbon - sacrificial offering, certain conditions must be met. One must have the
proper kavanos and intentions for his specific korbon. It must be brought inside the Mishkan or Bais
Hamikdosh, and it must be offered within its regulated time-frame. The 0N Y199 - Daily Sacrifice, for
example, was brought twice a day; once in the morning and once in the afternoon. If it was not offered during
those specific time allotments, it became invalid and was not offered anymore for that day. The gemara
(y> ™M112) uses the expression: "N YV VN M2Y" - “(When) its time has passed, the offering is nullified.”

Chazal teach us that Tefillah - prayer, is similar to bringing korbonos; in fact, today, it takes the place of
the sacrificial offerings, and if one missed a specific time-frame instituted for certain Tefillos, we employ this
same dictum of "»29p YV WY 72y and his ability to recite that prayer is lost.




