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On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply helps families of Melandim, Agunos and Grushos in Eretz Yisroe! at ZERO expense

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Relevant Halachos for the Yom Tov of Shavuos (1)
Staying Up. Many people maintain an old custom of staying up
the whole night of Shavuos learning Torah (some learn the
specific topics set up by the Mekubalim known as “Tikkun”).
The Magen Avraham (1) writes that the reason is to atone for
when the Yidden overslept on the morning when Hashem gave
the Torah, until Hashem and Moshe Rabbeinu woke them ().
The Poskim quote from the sages of Kabbalah 3) that learning
on Shavuos night creates great spiritual lights in the upper
worlds. It also builds up a thirst and love for Torah study so as to
intensify one’s acceptance of the Torah the next morning.
Rewards. Various rewards are mentioned @) for those who stay
up the entire night learning. 1. He will live all year without being
harmed. 2. He will merit having Talmidei Chachamim among
his descendants. 3. He will atone for a sin of 10 - a strict sin that
has a punishment of dying prematurely. 4. Atoning for wasting
time from Torah study. 5. Denying sleep from one’s eyes atones
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Heaven are open to parcel out good parnassah - earning enough
money to support one’s family. 7) To accept prayers on “hard”
topics that might not be accepted during the rest of the year.
Question: Should a person learn the Tikkun Leil Shavuos
(excerpts from each parsha, Tanach, Mishnayos, Gemara, and
Zohar on Kabbolas Torah, set up by the Chachmei Kabbalah),
which is done in a quick, less intense manner, or should he rather
learn Gemara in a deeper manner as he learns the rest of the year?
Answer: There are varying customs. Many Gedolim in different
generations (GR’A, R’ S’ Z’ Auerbach z#”l, and others)
wanted to accomplish the special Kabbalistic accomplishments
and thus said the Tikkun. Others, including many Yeshivos, learn
Gemara or Halacha in depth. Some make a compromise to say
the Tikkun without the Mishnayos and 613 mitzvos, leaving time
to learn in depth also. This is based on what some write that the
real basic Tikkun is only the above and the rest was added later as
a custom. If one is in doubt and has no specific minhag he should

for sins that may have been done by the eyes. 6. The Gates of _ask his Rov or mentor as in all such type questions.
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"rrba M No S’ Our Mishnah says: if one is v by night, orif a blind person is vrw, their nonw is Tay1a Mwa. Rashi explains,
our concem is that the vmw didn't cut ©»»o 2, and he won't realize. However, we have a braisa that says explicitly n>»>2 y21 o»a pa ponw?
Naa - answers that this braisa is talking about a case where the vrw has a torch (npax) with him, so he can see and therefore he may vnw
n>nna9. Our Mishnah is a case without a torch, so one should not nonnab vNw. The n¥aypn Howw brings the above »"w, that our concem is
that the vrww can't discem in the dark if he cut ©»»o 2y, and adds > Yy mwpno P, that we should allow him to n>nnab vnw in the dark
and let him check the oo afterwards in the light, this we won't allow because we're wenn, if he leaves it for later, he might forget to check.

The ¥y [V N 7] paskens: a MO may not NNNIY VLAY Unless IMX PN OINX, but TawTa it's 9w, The n'a explains: a xmo being
LMY with M paM o NN s the same as nova vrwn with a torch, which is nonnob amn. Additionally, he paskens, 2y ova ya porw
n>97, but only with a nipan. However, by night, or by day in a dark place, one should not n»nmnab vnw, but nws TawTa. The v points out
that our Gemara doesn't mention not to vnw by day in a dark place, this is the vnn of the X"awA that the 9ann is quoting. X'y [Dw o] says:
we don't see anyone who argues on this halacha that Tay1a if a N is Lrw it is Hwa. Yet we know nmin 1 now that a mo is mxnn o9,
and even TayT12 his nonw should be $109, because Nz mmaw tells us only one who is a "nvay 12" is Hwo to VN, which is why this
excludes a o™y [120p 1T 'om), SO a Nw as well should be excluded as he is not a nrvas 72 if he is mxma oo, X'y adds that although
29N we pasken a o is myma n, still when nmim 1 says a MWD is M M9, he means only from vy mxn, but not from pmnG. So,
since a o may not eat N>, he is considered a "nrvar 12" and therefore his NN is v (T2y72).

The y"w [N »D] says: @ P yaxo y1vn Yo may vnw only if »13 5y oMy oK. If he is not trained, he may not vnw even if Ty oNX
1) Yy. The 7w explains: the reason a yop may not VN is because he does not have any Mo, He brings the ¥"oy who says the reason a
P is s is because he is not a "nrvar 12", The 7w says this vwa is a ! Because the limud of noaxo mnam excludes a » because he is
not a nrvay 113, but a Yo may not eat N>, so this categorizes him as a nNyay 711 (same svara as above N'yA). HYN [0 NN T'D 10N Says,
apparently when the 7w says a Yop is N2 MoK, he is referring to the halacha that one may not feed a minor manv. nwn - explains with a
953; although a yop doesn't have oo, it's not because they are not considered a wox 7277 to him, rather N >»a until he is a Yy13 these

onorare 1 to him. In contrastto a D“N ﬂﬁ N ﬁ D"oy to whom oo have no mo»w. 'y
j ‘ ‘ 1. ‘ A% (3) 23N ©YPYN PY VI (2) N8N (1)

Chacham Rabbeinu Chayim ibn Attar z¢”’I (Ohr HaChayim) would say: ' 1Y YIph MY (4) PENTI NY18
“I3 DNNA NNP 0 NTAY INY - By Bnei K’has, the posuk states NoNon Y’ - ‘to do the work’, whereas by Brei
Gershon and Bnei Merari, the Torah says, nmay ™y>' - ‘to perform service’. Why is the language changed? Bnei K has
carried the Aron and Chazal teach us that the Aron, ‘carried those who carried it.” As a result, there was no actual
avodah ‘work’ to be done while carrying it, rather they simply performed their chosen melacha. On the other hand, Brei
Gershon and Bnei Merari literally carried all the many keilim, and they actually performed the service meant for them.”

A Wise Man would say: “At some point, someone is going to hurt you: you just gotta find the ones worth suffering for.”
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When the Torah describes how the holiest keilim of the Mishkan had to be carefully covered before Bnei K has could
approach them, it reveals a profound truth about human nature. Even those entrusted with carrying the Aron and Menorah
needed protective layers so they wouldn’t come too close and endanger themselves. Holiness demands boundaries. If the
Levi’im, righteous and sanctified, required safeguards to avoid missteps, how much more must we build protective fences in
our own lives. Boundaries don’t restrict us; they preserve us, allowing us to carry holiness without falling under its weight.

R’ Yitzchok Zilberstein shlita once related a remarkable incident that occurred a number of years ago. A poor widow had
approached R’ Michel Yehuda Lefkowitz z¢”l with a heavy heart. She had several children at home who were of
marriageable age, and she had no means to marry them off. Her situation was well known in her neighborhood: a home filled
with good children, each one waiting for their turn to get married and build a Jewish home, and a mother who simply did not
have the resources to help them take that step. Seeing her distress, R* Michel Yehuda took up her cause. He wrote a heartfelt
letter of recommendation on her behalf, describing her situation and urging generous Jews to assist her.

Once the letter was written, he handed it to a meshulach he knew who would travel abroad to collect funds for worthy
causes. This emissary took the letter with him on his next trip. When he arrived in Jewish communities overseas, he presented

the letter, and the response was overwhelming. Jews opened their hearts and gave generously. Through the funds collected &

with that letter, the widow succeeded, with Hashem s help, in marrying off one child after another. In time, five children were
married - each wedding made possible through the power of that single letter written by R’ Michel Yehuda.

Years passed. R” Michel Yehuda Lefkowitz eventually left this world. After his passing, a dispute suddenly arose between
the widow and the meshulach regarding the ownership of the letter. The meshulach claimed that since the letter had been
entrusted to him for the purpose of fundraising, it belonged to him. The widow argued that since the letter had been written for
her benefit, it was rightfully hers. Each one held the letter and insisted, “It is mine.”

Ordinarily, such a disagreement might have been resolved through standard halachic principles. But this case had a unique
complication. Although the letter had already completed its function - the widow had married off all her children - it now
possessed a new kind of value. R Michel Yehuda’s handwriting, after his passing, had become extremely valuable as
Judaica. Collectors would pay significant sums for even a small handwritten note from such a revered Torah sage. The letter,
therefore, was no longer merely a fundraising tool; it had become a valuable item in its own right.

Faced with this unusual situation, R’ Zilberstein turned to his father-in-law, the great posek, R’ Yosef Shalom Elyashiv z¢”’l.
He presented the question: two people were holding the letter, each claiming full ownership. How should the matter be ruled?

R’ Elyashiv’s response was immediate and unequivocal. “There is no question here,” he said. “The letter does not belong to
either this one or that one. It is forbidden to leave it with either the meshulach or the widow. Rather, it must be burned.”

R’ Elyashiv explained his reasoning. Although the letter had already fulfilled its purpose, its continued existence posed a
danger. Because R’ Michel Yehuda’s handwriting was now worth a fortune, the letter could easily become an obstacle in the
future. Someone might use it to collect money unlawfully, presenting it as a legitimate fundraising document even though its

purpose had long since ended. The temptation would be too great, the opportunity too inviting. By destroying the letter, they
would fulfill the Torah’s command, “U’biarta hara mikirbecha” - remove the potential for wrongdoing from your midst.
In R’ Elyashiv’s view, the letter, though precious, had the capacity to become a stumbling block. Eliminating it was the

children was respectfully destroyed out of deep concern for the integrity of the community and the avoidance of future sin.
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In the Haftorah of Machar Chodesh this week, Dovid
HaMelech and Yonason discuss the impact his absence from
the royal table on Rosh Chodesh would have after Dovid
suspected Shaul HaMelech of nefarious intentions toward
him. Dovid and Yonason then devised a plan of action and
discussed their brotherly love for one another. The Navi tells
us, "7V TP D NP’ - “and you [Dovid] will be missed
when your seat remains vacant.” Why would Dovid’s seat
remain empty, and why would it matter at all?

Rashi says that Yonason’s message was two-fold, and it
serves to clarify a long-believed assumption regarding Shaul
HaMelech. By saying that Dovid would be missed, and
Shaul would ask about him because his seat would be empty.
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Chazal were hinting at the extraordinary respect that the royal
court held for Dovid despite Shaul’s attitude towards him. In
fact, by stressing the words, “because your seat will be
empty,” Yonason assumed that out of respect for Dovid, no
one would occupy his seat.

This serves to prove the fact that despite the appearance of
animosity from Shaul to Dovid, it was really only a
momentary illness, and everyone knew that. They knew and
understood that Shaul loved Dovid like a son, and all the
hunting and attempts at Dovid’s life were merely the results
of an external source pushing the agenda. It was this deep-
seated belief that eventually helped ingratiate Dovid with the
nation when his time came to serve as king

CONCEPTS IN AVODAS HALEV FROM THE
FAMILY OF R’ CHAIM YOSEF KOFMAN ZT”L
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The Gemara in Sanhedrin (81b) states that if a person steals a vessel from the Bais HaMikdash, 2 py9 yrop".

"C, Righteous zealots have the right to kill him. Why is this theft deserving of such a harsh punishment?

R’ Chaim Kaufman z#’’1 in his Sefer Mishchas Shemen says the following vort which explains the depth of this

A statement of Chazal: When something or someone is designated for a certain avoda and gets robbed of that opportunity, that
w% | is tantamount to NrwX - murder, of sorts. Thus, the perpetrator can receive the death penalty.

He mentions a story that complements this idea. A Yid once tunneled into his non-Jewish neighbor’s basement, and stole
a fortune. The goy realized what had transpired, and proceeded to report his suspicions to the town’s Rov. The Rov, in turn,

&'| wishing to make a Kiddush Hashem, while saving the Yid from a lengthy prison sentence, contrived a brilliant plan. He
$%_ | summoned the Yid and told him that he had it from reliable sources that the Yid had come into a large sum of counterfeit
5| currency. The punishment for this is certain jail. The Yid began to tremble, and broke down, admitting that indeed, he had
"C, this money in his possession. The Rov told him that if he brings all the money to him post-haste, he will do whatever he can

to ensure that no harm befalls him. Needless to say, as soon as the “counterfeit” funds were in the Rov’s hands, every penny

%] was returned to the very grateful goy, who went on to praise the Rabbi’s brilliance. The Rov then called in the Yid and

revealed what had really transpired; since the money didn’t rightfully belong to you it was considered counterfeit.
Each person is endowed with his own personal strengths to help navigate life. Using them correctly is life. Not using them
is, chas v’shalom, the opposite. Sefer Bamidbar, also known as “Numbers”, conveys this message that each person is their

rt,“"" own unique number and persona. Yehi ratzon that we each utilize our potential to the fullest!
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R~ R perspective on life and challenges. Gently reprimanding them,
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: In the town of Radin, a local Yid passed away and the
~¥m| 7on: In th f Radin, a local Yid passed away and th

talmidim of the Chofetz Chaim z¢”l, wishing to spare him

ik unnecessary distress, decided to withhold the sad news,

reasoning that since the deceased was merely a “simple Jew,”

(t there was no need to trouble the great Rav with the misfortune.

Time passed, and the Chofetz Chaim eventually noticed

¢ '| the man’s absence in shul. When he asked about this, the
o .| students finally revealed that the man had died some time

ago. The tzaddik was visibly bothered by their silence and

g %] asked why they had kept it a secret. The students explained

their rationale: they hadn’t wanted to burden him, assuming a

= oY simple fellow wouldn’t be of great significance to him.

The Chofetz Chaim’s response completely reframed their

he explained how we don’t know who is great in the Next
World. Only Hashem knows who is truly great. While earthly
status might deceive us, suffering purifies a soul. Because this
man had endured many hardships, he was cleansed of his sins
and rightfully earned the title of a tzaddik, a righteous person.
The Chofetz Chaim continued to express deep regret,
insisting that it would have been an honor for him to attend
the funeral of such a hidden, righteous individual.
Yon: Parshas Bamidbar begins with a census, counting
every individual by name to demonstrate that each Jew is
precious to Hashem. While some carry an exalted reputation,
others may possess hidden greatness and a “simple” man,” as
reflected in the parsha, may not be so simple after all. Every
Jewish soul is a vital, irreplaceable part of the nation.
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Sefer Bamidbar begins with Moshe Rabbeinu counting Klal Yisroel. Yet, in his waning days, Dovid HaMelech instructed

¥ ‘="'~ﬂ his life-long general, Yoav, to take a census and the result was a devastating plague. Meforshim ponder the integral difference.
only way to ensure that no one could ever misuse it. The letter that had once brought blessing to a struggling widow and her JE®

The Malbim explains that in Tanach there are several terms used for counting, each with a distinct interpretation. "1900" is a

simple numerical count; one, two, three. "Tpa" refers to tallying an amount in general numbers, used for organizational
5 | purposes, such as assigning a number of soldiers to a single general. "n»" means counting to ensure nothing is missing from a
"C, % total number. And finally, the word "NwY", which literally translates “fo lift up”, to elevate and recognize the importance of each

individual, is also an expression of counting. When Hashem commands Moshe to count Klal Yisroel, the Torah says, N NY"

»“ "oNW N7y 52 WA, This was not just a census. It was an expression of love and greatness. Hashem was telling the Yidden, that

after all your travels and challenges in the Midbar, every single one of you remains precious and accounted for. Chazal say, the

a) #%] name "INV is a mnemonic for "MND NI X129 DWW v - every Jew is essential to the Torah. The world depends on Torah,
o | and the Torah is complete only when every member of our nation is present and accounted for.

Comparatively, Dovid’s count was described very differently. He started with ">x7» nN 9 75" and he then instructed Yoav

% | "ovn nN ¥rpoY". After concluding his mission, the posuk states "Dy 491 990m NN ANy y'. Three terms are used, but "8w)" is
*| conspicuously absent. Why? because following Avshalom’s rebellion, Dovid was uncertain of Klal Yisroel’s loyalty. In earlier
w "‘,\,{ years, people willingly rallied with him. But now he felt the nation had lost devotion to Malchus Bais Dovid and subsequently
S | to the Ribono Shel Olam. As such, he felt compelled to determine how many soldiers he had as military assets. But his count
X:5] didn’t include the inherent holiness and immeasurable value of every Yid. This omission was the root of such a tragedy. A

proper counting is one of a collective group, each person a cherished individual, part of a larger nation serving Hashem.




