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A SERIES IN HALACHA

LIVING A “TORAH” DAY ﬂgypb —KQB—E

"B919 425 N oY’ - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (107)
Kavod HaTorah: Standing up for a Talmid Chacham (cont)
Relatives. The Ramban (1) writes that similar to a wife, there is
also an obligation to honor the sons and other close relatives of a
Talmid Chacham. However, there seems to be a difference
between relatives and a wife. Last week, we mentioned that after
the death of a Talmid Chacham, there is still a Rabbinic
obligation to stand up for his wife. From the Gemara () it seems
that this is not applicable to other relatives after the death of the
Talmid Chacham. It only applies to the wife because of “Ishto
Kegufo,” and the Rabanan added the obligation after his death (3).
One Talmid Chacham For Another. If there are two Talmidei
Chachamim (on the same madreiga), they do not have to stand
up fully for each other, but they should rise slightly and do some
appropriate Hiddur for each other @. If one is clearly recognized
as on a higher level, the lesser one should stand up fully for the
greater one (5. Nevertheless, the greater one should still rise
slightly for the smaller one - even for a student of his - as long as
he is defined as a Talmid Chacham ©. We mentioned previously
from the Shach (7) that the definition of a Talmid Chacham, with
respect to the halacha of standing, is one who has more wisdom
than the average “city person” who is Kovea Ifim (sets aside)
daily time for learning Torah. If one does not fit this definition of
a Talmid Chacham, there is no obligation to stand up for him,
even if he knows more than the other. This is the opinion of
most later Poskim, see Aruch Hashulchan and Yad Avraham
®, who rule according to the above-mentioned Shach. However,
in Sefer HaMakneh on Kiddushin ), he holds that one has to
stand up for anybody who clearly knows more Torah than him,
even if he is not greater than the average level of the city.
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Standing for an Older Talmid Chacham. Even though one
Talmid Chacham does not have to get up fully for another, if one
of them is also a zaken - an elderly person seventy or older
according to Shulchan Aruch (10 and sixty according to others, the
Chayei Adam (11) writes that he has to stand up fully.

Talmid Chacham Should Not Trouble People. We find two

similar but different halachos written in Shulchan Aruch (12):

1) A Talmid Chacham should not intentionally walk by or pass
people in order that they should stand up for him.

2) Even if he has a good reason to walk by the people, if he has a
way to detour and avoid troubling them, and he does so, it is
praiseworthy. The Shach (3) adds that this second halacha
was only said in the olden days when people used to sit on the
ground often and getting up was difficult for them. Nowadays,
when most people sit on chairs, etc., and standing up is only a
minimal trouble, it does not apply.
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Our Gemara says that n>nno>> one must have a full beard to be
appointed as a mx rwdw (chazzan or cantor) of a congregation. The
Bach (» "o n"w) writes that >0 125 (honor of the cong.) is so
strong that the congregation cannot be Snw this honor even if they
want to. And yet, if Kavod Hatzibbur is so important, how is it that we
permit Kohanim under Bar Mitzvah age to join the adults and perform
095 mow? The Shulchan Aruch (15-nop n") paskens that as
long as adult Kohanim are also Duchening, minors may join them.
This is permitted in order to properly train (73n) them. The Mishna
Berurah brings in the name of the Magen Avraham that an underage
kohen, as long as he knows and follows all the laws of Duchening
properly, may even make the beracha along with the adults.
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Rabbeinu Ephraim ben Shimshon z¢#”’I, (one of the Baalei Tosfos) writes:
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97> ant P12’ - Binyamin was (an actual) wolf, sometimes preying upon people. When it was time for him to change into

a wolf, as it says, ‘990 Ny PN’ -

‘Binyamin is a predatory wolf,” as long as he was with his father, he could rely upon a

physician (possibly with medicine), and in that merit he did not change into a wolf. For thus it says, ‘And he shall leave his
father and die’- namely, when he separates from his father, and turns into a wolf with travelers, whoever finds him will kill
him ... There is a type of wolf that is called Loup-Garou (old French), which is a person that changes into a wolf. When he
changes into a wolf, his feet emerge from between his shoulders. So too with Binyamin it says, "o vand yay - ‘he dwells
between the shoulders.’ (25 ©727) The solution for this wolf is that when it enters a house, and a person is frightened by it, he
should take a firebrand and thrust it around, and he will not be harmed. So would they do in the Temple (in the portion of
Binyamin); each day, they would throw the ashes by the altar, as it says, ‘and you shall place it by the altar.” 3-yN)”

R’ Chaim Mordechai (Mottel) Katz z¢”’l (Be’er Mechokek) would say:
“eIN 1IN 0aN1 "' - The word 'DaN2’ can also mean ‘with their nose.’ Just by turning up one’s nose, belittling and
humiliating another, can cause someone harm - to lose a job, to lose respect, or even to lose a shidduch!”
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. . Mazel TovMr & Mrs
A Wise Man would say: When you forgive you heal. When you let go, you grow.” Katzand Mr & Mrs La&rzryy
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In every generation, the Jewish people are blessed by the Almighty with a leader to whom, regardless of the domain -
be it communal or individual life - nothing is done without his advice or consent. R’ Yitzchok Elchanan Spektor z¢”’l,
was known as “Rabban shel kol Yisroel” (Teacher of all Israel) and although he led various communities during his
almost 80 years of life, his greatest renown arose from the city of Kovno, Lithuania, where he served as Rav for more than
30 years. It was there that he established his reputation as the “Posek Hador” and he maintained a large correspondence
with rabbis, Roshei Yeshivah, laymen, communities, philanthropists, and representatives in many parts of the world, who
sought his advice and instruction on all conceivable subjects relating to Klal Yisroel. His sound reasoning and love of
peace established him as truly one of the great leaders of world Jewry. The Netziv, R’ Naftali Tzvi Yehuda Berlin z¢’I of
Volozhin once said that R’ Yitzchok Elchanan merited all this because of his exceptional diligence in Torah study. “He is
the greatest masmid of our generation,” said the Netziv. who was also known for his exceptional diligence.

During his final illness, R’ Yitzchok Elchanan continued to grow weaker and eventually doctors were unable to help
him anymore. On 5 Adar 5656 (March 6, 1896), the great Rav slipped into a state of unconsciousness and the doctors
determined that death was imminent - he was deemed a "ooW' (moribund). Family and falmidim of the Rav gathered
around his bedside, reciting Tehillim around the clock, hoping that Hashem would spare his life and bring him back - for
the persecuted Jewish people of Russia needed his guidance and leadership desperately. Soon, the Chevra Kadisha (burial
society) was called and they, too, surrounded the Rav’s bed, saying the viduy prayer and other relevant posukim. The mood
was somber and tense, as the people scrutinized the Rav’s face for any vestige of life.

And then, a miracle occurred. Without warning, R’ Yitzchok Elchanan opened his eyes and looked around at the many
teary-eyed faces. His face remained impassive, expressionless as he continued to look around and scan the room. His eyes
settled on one man standing by his side, his lips moving in frantic prayer. This man was a member of the Chevra Kadisha
of Kovna as well as one of its wealthiest citizens. He reached out and pointed to the man.

“Listen to me,” said R’ Yitzchok Elchanan, his words coming in short bursts of air. “You have a chiyuv (responsibility) to
fulfill the mitzvah of '0oymn N> Twan' (Do not hide yourself from your flesh). You have a relative, a great Talmid Chacham,
who is unable to pay for his daughter’s wedding. You must undertake to pay for the whole wedding - he needs you!”

The rich man heard every word, and although he was taken aback by the Rav’s sudden lucidity and forthrightness, he
nevertheless attempted to sidestep his duties. “Rebbi,” responded the rich man evenly, “It is difficult for me. I can give him
something, but I cannot commit to paying for all the wedding expenses!”

But R’ Yitzchok Elchanan was not having it. “You are obligated to do so! You must pay for everything! If you do it, I
guarantee you that I will go before the Heavenly Tribunal and petition on your behalf as a meilitz tov. It' 1l be worth it for you!”

With these words, the rich man’s heart thawed and he screamed out, “Yes, yes, I will do it! I promise the Rebbi to take
care of the entire matter. I accept the obligation and will pay for my relative’s entire wedding.”

R’ Yitzchok Elchanan nodded. He closed his eyes and his breathing became shallow and in seconds, he returned his
pure neshama to its Maker. Undoubtedly, he was rushing to the Heavenly Tribunal to fulfill his guarantee ....

The wonderment of all those present at the Rav’s bedside was expressed with shock and awe. Just like our great
forefather, Yaakov Avinu, who saw the future of Klal Yisroel in his final moments and blessed each one of his sons
accordingly, during the final seconds of the Kovna Rav’s life, the great leader of Jewry had but one thing alone that was
paramount in his mind at that time - how to help another Jew in his time of need!

R’ Yitzchok Elchanan was mourned by Jews all over the world. Yehi Zichro Boruch - May his memory be a blessing.
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Yaakov Avinu and Dovid Hamelech both deliver their
dying instructions to their children. Yaakov, in his blessing to
Menashe and Ephraim said, “The Lord, Who shepherds me.”
Dovid Hamelech writes in Tehillim, “Hashem is my
shepherd.” (N-3) It is interesting to note that prestige and glory
aren’t synonymous with the profession of herding sheep; the
Yalkut says it is among the lowest of vocations. If so, why

would Yaakov and Dovid glorify Hashem as a Shepherd?
R’ Yissochar Frand shlit’a quotes R’ Matisyahu
Salomon shlit”a that Yaakov made an accounting of his life
on his deathbed. He realized that throughout his many years

of tribulation, Hashem was always there leading and guiding
him as a faithful "ny»7" (shepherd). In the posuk, however, the
word is spelled "ny7" (bad) without the vav. Rabbi Frand
explains that that which we may perceive as bad - "ny7" -
might actually be what Hashem, the Ultimate "nyyY", in His
infinite, yet to us incomprehensible wisdom and foresight,
deems good for us. This insight, which Yaakov Avinu
gained on his deathbed, enlightened him to call Hashem,
“the Lord, Who Shepherds me,” and he wished to impart
this valuable lesson to his children before he died.

Taking a page from his revered ancestor’s book, Dovid
Hamelech wished to impart this wisdom to his son Shlomo as
well, and therefore referred to Hashem as his Shepherd.
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The posuk tells us that Yosef was zoche to see three generations of grandchildren from Ephraim and Menashe. The posuk
uses the odd words, "yo» »72 9y Y79 - that they were raised on Yosef’s knees. Rashi says this lets us know that Yosef was
mechanech them as they were growing up. Targum Yonason, however, explains that Yosef was the sandek at the bris of his
grandchildren, and as we know, a sandek holds the baby on his lap while the mohel performs the Bris Milah. We see from
here that Yosef was the sandek not by one, but by all of his great-grandchildren. The RM”’A (zn-n©1 7'v) writes that a sandek is
compared to the kohen who brings the ketores (spices) in the Bais HaMikdash. We have a custom not to choose the same sandek

more than once. The reason is because whoever brought the ketores would become rich, and it’s good to spread the wealth.
This minhag is seemingly not in line with the Targum Yonoson and Yosef Hatzaddik. The Yad Shaul derives from here that
a grandfather or great-grandfather is different, and can be sandek for more than one child and perhaps for all of them, since he
is the head of the family and is compared to the Kohen Gadol. 1 once asked R’ Moshe Feinstein z¢’l, about being sandek at

more than one child’s bris, and he said it is okay because he was sandek many times and he never became a millionaire!

A shaila was once asked to R” Chaim Kanievsky shlit’a regarding a Zaida being sandek at more than one grandchild and
he quoted the Terumas Hadeshen who writes that one who is sandek by a great-grandchild has a “non-stop ticket to Gan
Eden” and therefore everyone should follow the minhag where feasible to always honor a great-grandfather to be sandek. It
seems to reason that a great-grandmother is included in this zechus as well and together with her husband will travel “in first
class” straight into Gan Eden! My beracha js that we should all be zoche to such wonderful promises ad meah v’esrim shana.
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Yom: There was once a small town in Europe that had one
doctor and one pharmacist. One day, the two “professionals”
banded together and decided to hike up the prices for their
services, since they were the only two in town.

The Zviller Rebbe, R’ Gedalya Moshe Goldman z¢”’/,
recalls what happened. The Jewish townsfolk got together
and held an asifa (gathering) at which they discussed their
options. After a boisterous and lengthy discussion, it was
decided that in order to combat the nefarious schemes of the
doctor and pharmacist, they would refuse to pay their
exorbitant prices. If they caved into the pressure, who is to
say they won’t raise their prices again and again? Rather, if
and when someone would get sick, the person and his family
would focus on their fefillos and recite "N97 N WYY with
great intent, as well as the beracha of "% 7WN" with special
emphasis on the concluding words "mwy> 591 9wa 5o N -
so that Hashem, the One and only Omnipotent Doctor, would

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
ON THE MIDDAH OF ... ¥HW
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ice to you. When people cause you pain and harm, how do you

perform a wonder (X>9) and heal him from his sickness.

And that is precisely what they did! Over the next year,
the people took stock and realized that B’ezras Hashem, not
one of the Jewish townsfolk died during the course of twelve
months - except for the greedy doctor and the pharmacist -
who both passed away from debilitating illnesses.

%oy The Chizkuni writes that until the time of Yaakov
Avinu, if a person sneezed, he would automatically die right
after. Yaakov asked Hashem to change this, so that he would
be able to make his last will and testament before dying. And
Hashem answered his prayer. This is why it states, “It was
after these words,” after Hashem had consented to give
Yaakov enough time to prepare for his departure from earth.
Not only this, but all the kings of the earth became agitated,
when they heard that Yaakov died only after having made all
these arrangements about his forthcoming demise. Ever since,
not only Jews, but believing people everywhere, pronounce a
blessing when they hear someone sneeze. Hashem transformed

what used to be a signal of death into continued life.
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The real test of a person’s character is when people are not n
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respond? Do you get upset, seek vengeance, harbor ill will? Or do you use this opportunity to grow? Do you say that
everything is Min Hashamayim and this nasty person is a shaliach from Hashem to help you grow? You have the chance to
overcome your natural feelings of mistrust and anger and rise to a higher level! Explains R> Moshe Wolfson shlit’a (Emunas
Itecha), Yosef told his brothers, Hashem gave me a nisayon, and now looking back, I realize how this entire ordeal of being
mistreated and sold into slavery was truly a blessing in disguise! Not only because I became the ruler in Egypt and was able to
save the entire world from starvation, but because I was able to work on my middos! I learned to put my faith and trust in Hashem,
and not bear any feelings of hatred toward people, even if they harm me! The brothers asked Yosef "prx ywad xy xv" - forgive
your brothers’ sin. Yosef did not just forgive them - with Hashem’s help, he turned the "ywa" (sin) into "yav" - a great abundance.
People don’t realize that very often what they think is the worst thing in their lives is really the very best thing. The person or
child who gives us the most heartache is also giving us the greatest opportunity to grow! It is through these people that we can
truly work on our middos, develop real emunah in Hashem and become a much better person. Of course, that is your choice!
One can choose to walk around angry, depressed, bearing a grudge, and/or bad-mouthing the one who is hurting him. That will
only take you to a place you don’t want to go! Hashem is giving you a test, a chance to grow, and if we choose to live our
lives with this perspective, then we can turn every PESHA into SHEFA, and become the greatest people that we can be.




