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("d'a-d1) 'aaa at4aT Toa aiéda .... ABalTi Adaaoad éaT atdal 104 TéaeT
The word "aiééd" - "(They were) restrained," is found in the Torah in two
places. Regarding the bringing of donations for the mishkan and by the flood in
the times of Noach; " TU4a 168" - "And the rain stopped.” Sometimes people
feel that when they suffer a decline in income - the "Rain" has stopped - that is

sufficient reason for their decline in charity donations. In truth, the exact
opposite is true. Chazal teach us that tzedakah has the power to bring blessings
and sustenance from Heaven. The more one gives to charity, the more one
earns from Hashem.

R' Eliezer Menachem Man Shach ZT"L paskened that if a person of
means is approached for a worthy cause and his response is a disgracefully
paltry donation, it is certainly permitted to return the demeaning contribution in
such a case. Often a person thus rebuffed, will realize the inappropriateness of
his meager donation and enlarge it accordingly. Besides that, the return of an
annoyingly small contribution is actually just another form of expense that
enables the collection of money. This is because the pain and aggravation
caused to the person who accepts such a demeaning donation, are likely to
affect his emotional state of mind and thus interfere with his holy work. To
forgo an insultingly small donation may thus be seen as a sort of investment,
which ultimately results in a greater amount of money in the long run.
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R' Zev of Strikov ZT"L would say:

"If a person does not want to give fzedakah, let him not give. But he has no
right to rob the poor man of his poverty by claiming that he is not worthy of
receiving tzedakah!"

An Experienced Diplomat once said:
"No matter what happens, no matter what you do, what you say or how you
say it, somebody will always find a way to take it way too seriously!"

R' Eliyohu Dovid Rabinowitz-Teomim ZT"L (Aderet) would say:

"The gematria of " TETEC EAET10" equals that of "(A6T" when the latter is
spelled out (3"0 ,36"4 ,6"80 ,1"'T). This teaches that if one wishes to fulfill the
mitzvos with all their details, he must become a talmid chacham. A lesser
person cannot properly fulfill the commandments in their entirety."
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"Hey, you guys! Come here, you have to see this." As a number of people
gathered around, they saw a startling sight: An ant was moving slowly across
the face of the rock, carrying a contact lens that was double its size! All the
climbers came over to look, including the grateful young man, and they all
stood around marveling and joking about this amazing sight.

Later, he told over the story to his Rebbe and he agreed. "Sometimes we
don't understand why Hashem causes us to carry a heavy load. Just like the ant
undoubtedly had no idea what it was carrying - it wasn't food and he would
have no use for it. But if we went along with the attitude that, 'I don't
necessarily understand why it is I have do what I do, but if Hashem wants me
to carry this burden then I will,' we'll see that in the end it'll all work out for the
best. Hashem doesn't always call the qualified, He qualifies the called!"
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When the Torah first orders the construction of the Mishkan in Parshas
Terumah, it makes no mention of Shabbos, nor does it necessitate a public
gathering of all Jews, as it does in the beginning of this Parsha.

R' Avrohom Bornstein ZT"L, the Sochatchover Gaon, ascribes this
discrepancy to the two different time periods in which the two commands were
issued. The Torah first mentions the Mishkan before the sin of the Golden Calf
had been perpetrated. At that time each individual Jew had the right to build
his own personal 4T4 - altar, wherever he wished, and sacrifice on it to
Hashem. This changed, however, after the terrible sin. From then on, it was no
longer permitted to build individual altars and sacrifices were now restricted to
the one communal G&&T in the one communal Sanctuary. Likewise, before the
sin, the Torah wrote "Take my voluntary gift from any man whose heart is
willing, " inferring that each Jew, as an individual, had the power to build the
Mishkan, and for that very reason the Torah did not deem it necessary to make
a public gathering on that occasion. Now, however, the Torah changes its
policy towards the Mishkan. From now on, the individual does not play a
major role in the construction or the running of the Mishkan, since it has now
become a communal undertaking. And to stress this point, the Torah does two
things: it opens the Parsha with the order to gather all the people together and
it links the Mishkan to Shabbos. Because Shabbos, too, serves the purpose of
uniting Klal Yisroel, as it says "8¢cad azgd Udcauad Udu éaéd" - "They all
unite on Shabbos in the mystic secret of one." Thus, the Torah inserts the
Parsha of Shabbos here incidental to the Parshah of the Mishkan.
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There was once a young man who was invited, with a bunch of his friends, to

go mountain climbing. He had never tried it before and although he was scared
to death, he bravely went along with the group to a tremendous granite cliff. In
spite of his fear, he put on the gear, took a hold of the rope, and started up the
face of the rock. After a short while, he reached a ledge where he stopped to
take a breather. As he was hanging on there, the safety rope snapped against his
eye and knocked out one of his contact lenses. Well, here he was on a rock
ledge, with hundreds of feet below him and hundreds of feet above him. Of
course, he looked and looked and looked, hoping it had landed on the ledge, but
it just wasn't there. Now, slightly panicky, his sight blurry, he was anxious and
desperate to get to the top and mouthed a silent prayer Heavenward to help him
to find his lens.

Eventually, he reached the top, where a friend examined his eye and his

clothing for the lens, but there was no contact lens to be found. He sat down,
despondent, waiting for the rest of the climbing party to make it up the face of
the cliff. He looked out across range after range of mountains, and being a
sincerely religious person, he thought, "Lord, You can see all these mountains.
You know every stone and leaf, and You know exactly where my contact lens
is. Please help me."

Finally, they walked down the trail to the bottom. At the bottom, there was a

new party of climbers getting ready to start up the face of the cliff. One of them
was adjusting his gear by the side of the rock cliff and suddenly shouted out,
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