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The hawn »yw ['v miN] brings 90 "9 that says nTm> o should be said nnya. But the nawn »yw brings that it may be said
while seated. The ofman yn [y Hn] says T that we say before vt smoa should be said nmya just like the actual mxap were
brought while standing (but he doesn’t mention nmn5 wawn specifically).

The w9 [ m>o713] and the 9o [vp] both say: H1mn no1a that we say today is N (Y2777 o, The Gemara [ m>3] says: Ny N
"DYMOND TP XX NSOV NDN M2 99,0 7T hind pa»x. The ¥ [2 0] says the beracha we recite is .m0 ©2n5 Sown
The B7an pn says "NT ", The v'o explains: all maoo are 9933 under the category of 1211997n. The 879 [rv "9 M1 9] says when
benching gomel, "172m o2 mow”. MW qoa says v what the reason of the o"10is that he says it must be recited nmaya. The n"a brings
the mwnqoo and says that the v"w doesn't mention standing because it is following the 9% nww who doesn't mention standing; however, itis
WY PN, T I 93 nan. The 1nown 9y says, since the N1 is said before 10 people and mwya N o, itisn't YN 777 1o sit.
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LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Relevant Psakim and Halachos of Chag HaPesach (4)

The following are a number of relevant halachos from
contemporary Poskim regarding the Pesach Seder.

Motzei Matza. Preferably every person should eat a k’zayis of
matza from what the head of the household is eating. This may
not always be practical as our matzos are thin and are not enough
for everyone at the table. One solution is that all boys should have
their own marzos in front of them (). However, many poskim
(Rav S.Z. Auerbach, R’ Chaim Kanievsky, and others) were
lenient about this and simply took matza from the box to fill their
shiur k’zayis . The Mishnah Berurah writes ) that preferably
one should eat two k’zaysim “at the same time.” Practically
speaking, the way to do this is by chewing the amount of matza
equal to two k’zaysim and then swallowing them at once @).
Maror. The halacha is that maror gets dipped in charoses. If
one has the minhag to use “chrein” (horseradish root) for maror,
the way to fulfill this requirement is by placing a bit of charoses
on top of the chopped up chrein 5) and then shaking it off.
Lettuce grown hydroponically should not be used for maror
since it is questionable if this type of lettuce is the “bitter” herb
mentioned by Chazal. In pressing situations one can be lenient ().
Korech. The sandwich made for korech does not need to be the
American-style sandwich which has matza on top and bottom
and the contents on the inside. One needs only to eat them
together (7. However, the prevailing custom in the world seems
to be that the maror and charoses is placed in a “sandwich”-style
between the two pieces of marza @. If someone finds it very
difficult to eat another k’zayis of maror for the korech sandwich,

Rav Moshe Feinstein held he may be lenient and take less than
a k’zayis ©). Although one needs to eat korech in a reclining
position, if one forgot to do so, he does not need to eat again
since some authorities do not necessitate reclining by korech at
all. One can rely on those opinions in this case (10).

Tzafun. One should preferably eat two k’zaysim for the
Afikomen, one as a remembrance for the Korban Pesach and a
second as a remembrance of the matza that was eaten with the
Korban Pesach. Although the Chasam Sofer had the custom to
eat them together, some poskim maintain that since the reason for
the two aren’t connected, one should not eat them together (11). It
has been argued that, according to the opinion that the Afikomen
must be eaten by chatzos (halachic midnight), the prohibition
against consuming additional food at night also ends at chatzos.
If so, when chatzos is approaching and a person has not yet
finished his meal, he may eat a k’zayis of matza and verbally
state the following: “If the correct opinion is that one may eat the
Afikomen until chatzos, then this matza should be regarded as the
Afikomen; however, if one has all night to eat the Afikomen, then
it should not be regarded as such.” He may eat the marza, wait
until chatzos, and then continue his meal. After the meal, he
should eat another k’zayis of matza and state the following: “If
the correct opinion is that one has all night to eat the Afikomen,
then this matza should be regarded as the Afikomen; but if the
Afikomen must be eaten before charzos, then it should not be
regarded as such.” (12) However, Rav Moshe and others reject

this position and say the Afikomen must simply be eaten before

chatzos (13). KON (§) ¥0YD 2°0 (3) 10:03 WY Y (2) 10-N 0N (1)
MNTMIND PDANP 937 (5) 9"Y NN YPOIYL "N
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R’ Moshe Sofer z¢”’l (Chasam Sofer) would say:
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“What is the significance of the shank bone (%) and egg (n¥»2) that is placed on the Seder plate? The egg symbolizes
the character of the Jewish people. Unlike other foods which soften when cooked, the more an egg is cooked, the harder it
becomes. Likewise, in Egypt the more the Jewish people were tortured, the stronger they became, as the Torah says, “As
much as they would afflict it so would it increase and so it would spread out” (Shemos 1:12). Our sojourn in Egypt was the
71720 MO’ - smelting furnace, that allowed us to ‘cook’ and steel ourselves for the future exile. Throughout history, when
the Jews were oppressed, they became stronger and more steadfast in their dedication to Hashem.”

A Wise Man would say: “On this holiday of freedom, we can be redeemed only to the extent to which we see ourselves.”
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A PENETRATING ANALYSIS OF THE
‘WEEKLY HAFTORAH BY A HISTORIAN
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On the first day of Pesach, the Hafiorah details the
national Pesach offering in Gilgal during the times of
Yehoshua Bin Nun and the national undertaking to get every
Jew a Bris Milah. Similarly, the Haftorah from the second
day of Pesach depicts the Korban Pesach brought by King
Yoshiyahu after his discovery of an ancient Sefer Torah in
the Bais HaMikdash and his subsequent purge of all idol
worship in Eretz Yisroel, as well as the national resurgence
towards Hashem and his Torah. Although both depict great
Pesach celebrations, what was so significant about the Korban
Pesach that it can only be eaten by those who had a Bris
Milah, and why did Chazal deem it supremely important to
relate these events of national spiritual uplift and repentance?

R’ Zev HaKohen Hoberman z¢’l (Ze’ev Yitrof) explains
that because the special northern wind that heals the wound
from the Bris Milah did not blow in the desert, when Klal
Yisroel left Egypt, a significant portion of the Nation were not
given a Bris Milah and this was referred to as the "o nan"

- the disgrace of Egypt.

Chazal differentiate between an "DTX" and a "IN" in that
a"DTN" - a man, is a reference to a person on a lower spiritual
plane than a "oxw»". While a person who does not have a Bris
Milah is still a Jew, he is still lacking that extra level of
kedusha and he is little more than a "nyy2".

Thus, since the Korban Pesach symbolizes the freedom and
open miracles performed by Hashem, it is also something of a
higher entity and must be treated as such. While an "07X" may
be a decent person, he is nevertheless lacking the kedusha of
a Yisroel with a Bris Milah, and it is this very kedusha that
separates us from the rest of the world. The Korban Pesach
symbolizes this specialness and extra level of holiness, and it
can therefore only be eaten by a Jew who has a Bris Milah,
but this ideal of a higher kedusha continues throughout the
rest of the Haftorah to explain the resurgence of Torah and
Avodas Hashem - both in the times of Yehoshua in Gilgal
and in the times of King Yoshiyahu.
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While the continuous theme of Pesach is liberation,
Chazal (Sanhedrin 92b) say that ©nNN MNN - resurrecting
the dead, is also an integral theme of Pesach and
interestingly, the renowned Rav Hai Gaon says that the final
resurrection of the dead will occur in the month of Nissan.

Yechezkel HaNavi was placed in a valley where he beheld
the sight of the bones of members of Shevet Ephraim who
were killed by the Pelishtim after they attempted to leave
Egypt thirty-eight years earlier than the rest of Bnei Yisroel.
They were all massacred and left to rot in the fields. Hashem
commanded the Navi to begin “prophesizing over the
bones” and resurrect them, which he did. Although it is a
compelling Haftorah with important lessons to internalize, it

would seem as though it has no direct connection to Pesach.
Therefore, it is interesting that this portion was chosen in
particular to be read on Shabbos Chol Hamoed.

R’ Menachem Mendel Schneerson z#’l (Lubavitcher
Rebbe) explains that all the portions of the Hafforah have
themes that recur every day or year, however, resurrection of
the dead is not a recurring theme, rather, it is a singular event
that is not associated with a particular time. Since there are
years when Pesach has no Shabbos Chol Hamoed, the point
is stressed that this Haftorah and its theme of resurrecting the
dead is not a recurring, time-bound theme that must he
repeated every year; rather, it is something that will occur
only at the right time when Hashem wishes for it.
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The Torah tells us a nmn 1277 is a onbw that one brings as mxmn when a o has occurred for him and he has been saved from harm.
This ombw is different in that it may only be eaten for one day and one night, and it is accompanied by forty loaves of bread (nmm »nb). Of the
40 breads, ten are mbn, ten are Y7, ten are oo and ten are yon ono. The wiao [0 ,5 X7 explains, there is specifically xon in the
77N because the m>on No that the person was saved from came from the noyaw mxw. The reason there are so many breads that must be
eaten in such a short period of time is so that there will need to be many people at the seudah to finish all the bread, and x>0 the ) will become
ovnan. The 2% (927 anyha o 924 Pyl explains like the wmao and adds, this is what the pasuk means by "nmm nay N 72" - this is
going on the offering of the nmm and "&ipx 'n DwaY' is referring to the ©N oyo s to others, which is an integral part of mxmn.

The y"w [0 20 'D NMIN] SAYS: "NPYNI TIMND ¥ NTIND IR’ because YOS PRy e 93 except for nTnb . The N4 adds:
TN Mova is not said on V™ naw. It is also not said on all the days of noa because the N Y27 is ¥oN and can't be brought on noa.
Furthermore, it is not said on noa 2y either. The 2"y explains: it is not said on V"™ Mmw because it's a N2 and not brought then. Also, since
there are ten \n »nb that are part of it, we don't say it on noa 21y because the nmn Y21 wasn't brought then, considering there is only a short
window of time until y1n mox yv, and possibly not enough time to finish eating all the () breads, which would then have to be bumed. So,
since itis Mo to be o that namw > x> ow TR, we don't bring it on npa 2. This is also why the nmnis not brought on 5"vy. Some have
the > to say it on n"rand 5"y because it says "y xn Y 'nb wn" however, our 3 is not o say it.
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I would like to discuss a topic that is one of the central
themes of Pesach, and something in which we all could use
chizuk. My hope is that by putting divrei hisorerus regarding
the inyan down on paper, as it were, I will be zoche to be
9Myn not only those who read this article, but myself as well.
The topic I refer to is the middah of zerizus.

The Exodus from Egypt was defined by haste. The Torah
describes how the Jewish people baked their dough before it
could become chametz because they were in such a hurry to
leave Egypt. Thus, matzah represents the "ymon", the haste
that the yidden had on their way to cheirus (see Tosfos
Pesachim 108a). Indeed, Chazal expound the posuk onmw’
"MNHN NN 0 mean: "MINYINN YN TPY NXAN MY’ - when an
opportunity for growth or redemption presents itself, we
must seize it immediately and not let it become “chametz.”

The Mesilas Yesharim (Ch. 7) teaches that even when
one begins doing a mitzvah, "n205 MO0 PN’ - he is in terrible
danger of falling prey to his deep-seated natural inclination to
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procrastination, which can lead to distractions and other
problems that would result in his dropping the initiative. The
middah of zerizus is the vital energy that ensures a person
does not miss their moment, and that his good intentions do
not become missed opportunities.

This is starkly illustrated in Shir HaShirim. There, we read
how Hashem waits by the door, saying, »y7 XmNN % Nna”
"NY YOO MNP DV NI WX NN v, Yet, Klal Yisroel
procrastinated, and by the time they get out of bed to open the
door, "1y prn>N1TY". He has already gone.

This is the lesson of Yetzias Mitzrayim. Indeed, it is
brought in the name of the Arizal that at the time Klal Yisroel
was redeemed, they were in the 49th level of fumah, and if
they would have waited one more second, without their
zerizus and chipazon, they would have sunk to the fiftieth
level and been lost forever.

Rabbosai, how many times have we delayed going to shul
an extra minute, only to walk in right after kaddish, or right




after barchu, a second too late? Zerizus is the awareness that
every moment matters, and that second of delay could spell
doom for your spiritual aspirations. And here’s the kicker -

Mesilas Yesharim continues that one who is not a zariz, it is
not unclear if he will succeed, it is not doubtful. It is
CERTAIN! m9» xovw 80 W1 Chag kosher vesameach!
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Chazal tell us, "D PYPY’ and NYIpD DTN DY YD Dwp”
"o ©. Arranging shidduchim and providing a person’s
parnassa are described as being difficult like Krias Yam Suf
was. What is the simple understanding of this statement? Can
anything be called “difficult” for Hashem? And why are
these specifically compared to the splitting of the sea?

There is another instance of something described as
“difficult” for Hashem. After Klal Yisroel spends seven
special days in the shade of the Sukka, the Almighty declares
"DoNTI9 WY Nwp', it is difficult for Me to to separate from
My children. And so we are given the Yom Tov of Shemini
Atzeres. Just as it is hard for a parent to be apart from
beloved children, it is difficult for Hashem to be distant from
His own. Explains the Sefas Emes, when one prays for
salvation from a struggle, a lack of livelihood or spouse, or
any other difficulty, the prayer reaches an entirely different
level. The person, with strong emuna turns only to Hashem,
fully aware that only He can deliver. But once the Yeshua
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comes, is the tefillah the same? There’s a familiar joke of a
person circling a full parking lot desperate for a spot. He lifts
his eyes heavenward and begs for a space. Just then, a perfect
spot opens. The man says, “Forget it, G-d, I got one.”

Klal Yisroel at the Yam Suf were "y>0n mn1 ny". With
no choice and in tremendous danger, they could only daven.
While Hashem wanted to bring the Yeshua, He knew that
once the danger passed, the intensity and closeness of the
prayers would diminish, and like the end of the Yom Tov of
Sukkos, the downgraded relationship is “difficult” for
Hashem. And so it is true with each individual. Hashem
desires the closeness, and by removing the stress, there is
concern that the Tefillos will not be the same.

Rashi (Sotah 40a) translates "9 ©Tm XY YY" as OPIAT
"12, we truly connect to Hashem when we are not in a
difficult situation but when we are thanking Him. May we be
zoche to see yeshuos and thank Hashem with a Korban
Todah in the soon to be rebuilt Bais HaMikdash!
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devotion, his unwavering commitment to truth and Torah, will not go unrewarded. You will merit a child whose light will
illuminate the world.” That very year, the couple welcomed a son, a child who would grow to become the great Chassidic
master, R> Avraham of Czechanow z¢”’I, the Beis Avraham, whose teachings would inspire generations.
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During his long imprisonment in the Soviet Gulag, Reb Mendel Futerfas z¢’l, a legendary Chabad figure known for his
unwavering faith and resilience, was occasionally allowed to receive packages from his family and friends in London. These
parcels were lifelines, containing basic necessities, clothing, and non-perishable food. However, his family had to be
extremely cautious. They could not include any religious objects, like a tallis or tefillin, because doing so would not only
result in immediate confiscation but would also compromise Reb Mendel’s safety by marking him as a religious subversive.

As the Yom Tov of Pesach arrived one year, Reb Mendel hoped dearly that a package might arrive containing some matza
with which to sustain him over the eight-day period. Since matza is technically a food item, he prayed his jailers would view it
as mere crackers and allow it through, enabling him to fulfill one of the most important mitzvos of the year.

Unfortunately, sundown of the first night of Pesach arrived - but no package arrived. It was a crushing blow for Reb
Mendel. Bread was his staple food, and chametz - leavened bread, is strictly forbidden on Pesach. Therefore, Reb Mendel
was left with almost nothing to eat for the duration of the holiday. He spent the eight days of the festival surviving on nothing
but water and small cubes of sugar, hovering on the verge of starvation and collapse.

The day after Pesach ended, Reb Mendel was suddenly called to the warden’s office. There, the guards handed him a
package. When he opened it, he found exactly what he had prayed for: it was matza. He saw the guards laughing at him and
the warden beamed with a self-satisfied smile - and he knew right away. It became immediately clear that the prison
authorities had received the package well before the holiday began but had deliberately withheld it, specifically to deny him
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In studying these two posukim, we notice two obvious
differences. 1. The word "msn" is written once 891 and once
7on. 2. The word "9oxn" translates as “should be eaten” -
while "ooNn", as “you should consume,” The Vilna Gaon
zt”l says that this is a remez to the custom of VN MmN,
providing for needy people. Thus, when it says Yoxm,
referring to others, it says mxn NXon, implying that you should
give them with a N>» 7 - a lot. When it comes to 5oxn, for

yourself, you are allowed to scrimp; hence nyn without a vay.
At the beginning of the Seder we begin with N> N7
"Noay, inviting the poor. Why is this the opening to our Seder?
The Chasam Sofer zt”’l explains that one may wonder:
“It’s very nice that we left Mitzrayim, but look where we are
now! We, once again, are suffering through golus.” To that
we say that we possess the ability to alter our destiny through
NPTN. As the posuk says "nipINa vy .. VAWM N And what
better way than to invite our poor brethren by saying ... 957 92.
My grandfather Reb Uri Weiderman, whose yahrtzeit is
on Pesach, would always say the following thought: Why do
we eat karpas on Noa? In 2w nw1a on the words "©09 MNd",
Rashi explains that this was a woolen garment, as it says
"NooM ©99" in MMON M. We went down to Mirzrayim
because of qo» non and we commemorate that incident.
And perhaps we wish to rectify that by inviting guests, and

showing our eternal love for our brothers and sisters.

The Tur says that the ©5» wbw correspond to the Avos.
Pesach, is kneged Avraham Avinu, the paradigm baal chesed.

concrme nyavonss mausy oz W)y ymEmpAgEAA

Hence, at the very outset of Yom Tov, we too wish to excel
in this middah by inviting and providing for those who need
it. Through this we hope to tap in to the zechus avos and
cause the geulah to commence, N'12.

(e .. PO B Sppt NS DN SN NeD

hroughout Yom Tov, and even at the sedorim, Hallel is
recited. The Rambam in Sefer Hamitzvos (3p), when
speaking about the mitzvah of © 8D MY MY, adds that the
more we praise and thank Hashem for what He did for us, the
better it is; as it says "N2wn Mt N 1995 NN 3", Clearly,
Hallel occupies a prominent place and plays a pivotal role in
general, but more so and specifically on Pesach.

There’s a posuk with a Rashi in Navi Shoftim, highlighted
by R’ Mattisyahu Salomon z#’I, that provides us with a
profound and timeless insight. The Yidden were under duress
from the nation Midyan. A malach appears to Gideon and
says Hashem is with you. Gideon says, “Really? So where
are all those fabulous miracles my father told me that Hashem
performed for Klal Yisroel so many years ago?” (Shoftim 6,
13) Rashi says that it was Pesach, and Gideon said, ‘“Last
night my father recited Hallel, I heard him proclaim nxy2'
O8N HNIW. So now too whether we’re deserving or not,
Hashem should redeem us.”

Asks R’ Mattisyahu, if it was Pesach, it’s fair to assume
that Gideon’s father recounted the story of o1 xn oY, and
all that it entailed. So why did he choose Hallel? He answers

the spiritual and physical sustenance of the Jewish commandments he held so dear.
Driven by intense hunger after over a week of fasting, Reb Mendel tore into the package and began to devour the marza.
This caused the guards to double down with glee as crumbs stuck in his beard and on his clothes like wood shavings on a

newly trimmed piece of furniture.

But almost as soon as he started, Reb Mendel stopped himself. With incredible self-discipline, he took the remaining
pieces, wrapped them carefully in paper, and tucked them into his pocket. Looking at the surprised guards who had stopped
laughing at this point, he spoke softly, mostly to himself: “I can use this next year on the first day of Pesach.”

Even in the depths of the Gulag, having just been tortured by hunger and psychological cruelty, his first thought was not for
his current comfort, but for the assurance that he would be serve Hashem properly when the holiday returned a year later.
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%wm: Walking past a mental asylum in Bialystok one day, the
great Maggid, R’ Yankel Galinsky z£”’l, heard two men
calling out to him from behind the gates. They were weeping
bitterly, begging him to come closer and listen to their plight.

“We don’t belong here!” they cried. “Everything they said
about us is completely false. We are sane. Please, you are a
prominent Rabbi, do whatever you can to get us out of here
before we lose our minds and our lives in this dire situation!”

Listening to their articulate and desperate pleas, R’ Yankel
was deeply moved. He offered them chizuk, and promised to
look into their case to do what he could to secure their release.

As he turned to leave, one of the men rushed forward,
grabbing the bars. “Please, Rabbi, speed up our discharge! It
is a matter of pikuach nefesh (saving a life)! You see, I am
Mashiach, and I must redeem the Yidden already!”

Hearing this, his companion quickly grabbed his arm and
shushed him. “What are you saying? It’s not time for Mashiach
to redeem the Yidden yet! Why are you speaking like this?
Mashiach will come when Hashem says so, and I haven’t
said so yet! So don’t tell everyone that Mashiach has come!”

In a flash, R’ Yankel realized exactly why these men were

locked away. Their lucid, normal appearance had completely
covered over the profound delusion inside of them. They had
sounded perfectly rational, but underneath it all, they were
suffering from the ultimate madness: they thought they deities
who were were running the world.
o3 During the Seder, we say: “I will pass through the land of
Egypt ... I and not an angel, I and not a seraph, I and not a
messenger.” Why is the Haggadah so specific about excluding
everyone else? Because human beings are easily fooled by the
“normal appearance” of the world. We look at the world and
are often misled into thinking that human beings; politicians,
big bosses, or even great prophets, are the ones running the
show. This is the very essence of spiritual madness. Pharaoh
suffered from this delusion, believing he was a god and Yetzias
Mitzrayim came to shatter that illusion. By stating: “I, and not
an angel,” Hashem reminds us that we must not fall for the
facade of human power. Just as it was in Mitzrayim, there are
no intermediaries truly calling the shots. Hashem alone is the
Director of history, and Hashem alone is the Redeemer.
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body during these special days of Yom Tov?” She was torn between the demands of her health and the purity she associated
with Pesach, and the tension left her paralyzed.

R’ Shimshon came to visit her at home and he approached the situation gently, with the kind of sensitivity that comes only
from someone who truly sees the person standing before him. He listened to her fears, her hesitation, her trembling sense of
responsibility. And then, with a calm voice and a reassuring smile, he said something that startled her.

“You are absolutely right. Chametz on Pesach is forbidden. These pills, as they are, should not be taken.”

She looked at him in surprise. No one had validated her feelings until now. They had tried to push past them.
The Rav continued. “Still,” he said, “the Poskim teach us that if you place the pill between two pieces of matza, the chametz
becomes nullified to the matza. Thus, what you are ingesting is not chametz at all - it is matza.”

Her face softened. The tension in her shoulders eased. Suddenly, the impossible became possible. She wasn’t swallowing
chametz; she was swallowing matza. She wasn’t violating Pesach; she was honoring it. R> Shimshon had not changed the
halacha. He had changed her perspective of it. He had taken her fear and transformed it into peace. He restored her dignity,
her peace of mind, and her connection to Hashem. He took her chametz and made it matza.

R’ Shimshon had a gift for taking the “chametz” of everyday existence, the mundane, the messy, the ordinary, and
elevating it. He taught people that holiness is not found only in the beis midrash or in lofty spiritual moments but in the way
one eats, sleeps, speaks, and interacts with others. He showed people how to infuse lives with meaning and he didn’t demand
that people leap to spiritual heights. He simply helped them take what they already had and raise it a little higher.
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Raphael Dubzinsky was a gentle Jew who lived in a small Polish village, one of countless Jews who were barred from the
larger cities and from most respectable trades. Like many of his brethren, he made his living by operating a modest inn, which
he rented from the local poritz, the landowner. Raphael’s reputation was impeccable. His honesty was legendary, and his
kindness was felt by all who crossed his threshold. Jews respected him, Gentiles trusted him, and even those who barely knew
him sensed the quiet nobility that shaped his every action. He and his wife lived simply and contentedly, though their hearts
carried one deep sorrow: they had no children.

Their peaceful life changed when a new priest arrived in the village. This priest was a bitter, virulent anti-Semite, and
nothing angered him more than the affection his parishioners showed toward Raphael. He issued an edict forbidding
Christians from entering the Jewish inn, but the villagers ignored him; the inn had long been a place of warmth and
camaraderie, and Raphael’s good name outweighed the priest’s threats. The priest then pressured the poritz to revoke
Raphael’s lease, but the landowner refused, unwilling to dismiss a tenant so honest and reliable.

Frustrated, the priest devised a more destructive plan. Every year before Pesach, Raphael sold his stock of beer and spirits
to a non-Jew, as Jewish law requires. The priest announced that anyone who dared purchase the Jew’s chametz would face
excommunication and eternal damnation. The threat was so severe that when Pesach approached, not a single villager was
willing to buy Raphael’s stock. Overnight, Raphael faced the prospect of losing everything. Yet he did not despair. Instead, he
made a public declaration, renouncing ownership of all his beer and spirits. He left the doors of his inn wide open.

“Whoever wishes,” he announced, “may come and take whatever he likes.” With that, he and his wife left to spend the
festival with relatives. He celebrated Pesach with genuine joy, trusting that he had done what was right.

When the holiday ended and Raphael returned home, he asked the townspeople he met whether they had enjoyed the free
drinks. They looked at him in confusion. “What free drinks?” they said. “We couldn’t even get near your inn. Those vicious
dogs you had guarding the place nearly tore us apart.”

Raphael was stunned: he owned no dogs. But when he reached the inn, he saw two fierce-looking animals pacing near the
entrance. As he approached, the dogs softened, sniffed him gently, and then trotted off into the distance. In that moment,
Raphael understood: Heaven had intervened to protect his property.

But the miracle created a troubling halachic question. If the chametz had been guarded, had it remained in his possession
throughout Pesach? If so, halacha forbade him from deriving any benefit from it. Without hesitation, Raphael began opening
the spouts of the barrels, letting the beer and spirits spill away. His wife cried out in anguish. “What are you doing? You
renounced ownership! You did everything halacha requires. Ask the rabbi before you destroy what little we have left.”

Raphael consulted the rabbi, who ruled that his wife was correct. By publicly abandoning the chametz and leaving the inn
open to all, Raphael had indeed relinquished ownership. The miraculous protection did not undo his act. He was fully
permitted to reclaim and use the goods. But Raphael’s conscience would not allow it. “The chametz was in my inn,” he said
quietly. “If the law permits it because of a technicality, that may be so. But in my heart, I cannot benefit from it.”

And with that, he poured out every last drop. His wife, heartbroken, went to the rabbi in tears. “Now we are childless and
penniless,” she wept. The rabbi listened with compassion and then said gently, “Do not fear. The purity of your husband’s
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b’shem R’ Shaul Kohen z¢£”’l with the following lesson. True,
Gideon’s father told him about the nissim and spoke about
emunah. But that was not enough. Gideon saw the passion
and emotion exhibited during the Hallel recitation, and it left
an indelible, and lasting impression on him.

This is a lesson in chinuch in general. It’s not enough to
just preach. We have to live it and demonstrate for real what it
means to be a yid. I heard a pshat once on the posuk in Yisro,

hearing the mussar talks and parenting is one thing. But When4
they saw, practiced in real life, those very same talks, that
impression was a lasting one. Is it a wonder that this lesson
from Sefer Shoftim is perek 6, posuk 3 = 613?! Because this
lesson applies to ALL 613 mitzvos. It’s all about the
enthusiasm we demonstrate.

Let’s try our best on this beautiful and special Yom Tov to
make our actions speak louder than our words and may we all

"MNPn IN o oy 9. They saw ghe dibros. Meaning, have nachas and see yeshuos for all of Klal Yisroel.
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An unusual situation was once presented in the Beis Din of R’ Yaakov Reischer z¢’l, the “Shvus Yaakov.” A Jewish
man married a non-Jewish woman, 9. As if this wasn’t bad enough, he came to the rabbi a few days before Pesach with an
important halachic query. He explained that although his wife is a non-Jew, he himself is a practicing, religious Jew, and
aside from the fact that he is married to a gentile, he is careful to keep the Torah and mitzvos in every other way.

The dayanim looked at him with shock and unmitigated surprise but the man was undeterred. He turned to the sitting
judges and presented his case to the esteemed rabbinate: are the chametz products that his gentile wife purchased over Pesach
permitted to him immediately after the holiday as they belonged to a non-Jew during Pesach; or perhaps they are forbidden to
him because the Talmud states that whatever belongs to a wife belongs to her husband, and therefore, her chametz falls under
the category of "nDaN NN Yoy 1ayw ¥IN” - forbidden chametz that was in the possession of a Jew during Yom Tov?

The words dropped like stones. One dayan’s face drained of color. Another shifted uncomfortably. A third stared at the
table, stunned. It was not merely a halachic problem - it was a spiritual tragedy. But R’ Yaakov maintained his composure.
He conferred with his colleagues for a few minutes. Then he called an attendant and asked for a sefer. He opened the sefer
entitled, “Shvus Yaakov” and turned a few pages. He read through a number of paragraphs and then he looked up satisfied.

Turning to the questioner, he spoke with measured clarity. “In halacha,” he said, “the rule that a husband acquires what his
wife acquires applies only within a Jewish marriage.” He then quoted the principle exactly as he wrote it in his teshuvah: 71"
"TPONII NON WN MDY P NYNR NIIPY T ™ - “This rule, that whatever a woman acquires her husband acquires, applies
only to a Jewish woman.” He explained that the halachic mechanism of a husband’s rights over his wife’s property exists
only when the marriage itself is halachically recognized. A gentile woman, however, is not considered a wife in Jewish law.
Thus, he continued, again using the language preserved in his written ruling: “But regarding a gentile woman - the husband
has no rights whatsoever in her acquisitions.” The man listened intently, absorbing every word.

R’ Yaakov concluded reading with the words: ™17 »2) 5¥ \1IND NOW NN XY - “Therefore, her chametz is like the
chametz of any gentile.” The ruling was complete. The chametz was permitted to him after Pesach!

The man thanked the Rav with relief and left the Beis Din. Only after the door closed did the tension in the room break.

One of the dayanim turned to R’ Yaakov, his voice trembling. “Rebbe, please teach us. How could you answer him so
calmly? A Jew married to a non-Jew - and he asks about chametz?”

R’ Yaakov closed the sefer gently. Looking around at the quizzical looks on every face in the room, he declared in a soft
tone, “If this man still cares enough to ask a sh’eilah about chametz,” he said with conviction, “then a spark of Yiddishkeit still
burns within him. If we push him away now, we may extinguish it forever.” The dayanim fell silent.

This story was retold in later generations and according to one accepted version, that spark did not go out. The man
eventually returned - not with another halachic question, but with a heart seeking feshuva and repentance. The Rav’s
calmness, his refusal to shame him, had opened a door. In time, he separated from the gentile woman and returned to Torah.
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In the quiet town of Ofakim, a woman lay struggling with a life-threatening illness. Her doctors had prescribed medication
that she needed to take daily, pills that were not optional, not negotiable, and not something she could afford to skip even
once. Yet as Pesach approached, she discovered that the pills contained traces of chametz. For her, this was not a minor detail.
This was a huge problem, affecting her very existence. No matter how many times she was told that pikuach nefesh overrides
every prohibition in the Torah, no matter how many halachic authorities assured her she was obligated to take the medication,

she simply could not bring herself to swallow chametz on Pesach. Her body needed the pills, but her heart refused them.
The Rav of Ofakim, R’ Shimshon Pinkus z¢”I was called and brought up-to-date on her condition. Immediately, though,
he understood that this was not a halachic debate. It was a human one. The woman was not challenging the rulings of the
Poskim; she was wrestling with her own soul. Her question was not “Is it allowed?”” but “How can I put chametz into my




