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Among the many mitzvos that are requirements during the Yom Tov of
Sukkos, is the mitzva to sleep in the sukkah all seven nights of Yom Tov. This is
learned from the posuk, " T€T¢ (104U 4400 Us€ANA" - "In Sukkos shall you dwell
for seven days,” and chazal teach us "3g330 1€0€ 3aUU" - we must dwell in it
exactly as if we are truly living in it.

The Chid"a, R' Yosef Dovid Chaim Azulai ZT"L adds a unique reason
for this mitzva. As we know, the sukkah - booth, is a commemoration of the
43464 6000 - Divine Clouds, that guided the Jewish people in the desert. Once
the clouds started moving, Bnei Yisroel were on the move; day and night they
traveled as long as the clouds (or fire by night) were moving. Now, this was
extremely difficult. How could they have managed to constantly travel, with
their families and possessions in tow, both night and day, and have the strength
to carry on? The answer is that the 83a€& €000, in essence, carried them and
propelled them onward to their next destination without causing the people to
exert any energy. Just like a ship on the sea carries its passengers, allowing
them to live their normal lives - eating, sleeping, walking, writing - while the
ship delivers them to port, so too, the Divine Clouds, lifted and carried the
Jewish people all throughout their sojourn, without the need for them to exhibit
the slightest bit of energy as they went about their normal daily routine. Thus,
in commemoration of that wonderful experience in the desert, we too, live in
our sukkos just as they did in the desert. We eat, we talk, and yes, we even
sleep in the sukkah, in the full knowledge that Hashem is "carrying" us through
the harsh desert of today's world, and we feel protected.
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R' Aryeh Leib ZT"L (Shpoler Zeide) would say:

"Hashem, You have placed the desire for pleasure in front of our eyes, while
the torments of gehinom are an abstraction, concealed within the mussar
seforim. Therefore, You must forgive us because the system is just not fair!"

R' Chaim Ozer Grodzenski ZT'"L would say:
"How far must one extend himself to show appreciation for a favor? To the

'"

point that the favor itself need not be returned!

A Renowned Mechaber Seforim would say:
"If you want to know when a sefer becomes a real success, that's when
people who haven't learned it pretend that they have!"
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an esrog came up did he remember her? I will tell you the reason. My friends,
what we are witnessing here is the work of the yetzer hara - the evil
inclination. The evil inclination is wily and crafty. He will use any argument to
discourage a Jew from doing the mitzva at hand, even if it means that he must
convince him to do a different mitzva in its stead!"

"This," the rabbi explained, "is typical of human nature. Often, when a
person is about to fulfill a certain mitzva, in steps the evil inclination to cloud
his mind with doubts. "Why are you choosing to do this mitzva instead of that
one? That one is surely more important.' Then the person becomes confused
and his will to perform the mitzva is weakened. No, my friends, we must
confront and expose the evil inclination for what it is and do battle with it.
When we emerge successful, we will be able to perform the original mitzva,
thus fulfilling the will of G-d."

TORAH GEMS
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During the Yom Tov of Sukkos, we are especially enjoined to be joyous and
happy, more than on any other Yom Tov. This, we see clearly from the posuk,
"GTU 8a (6éaAa ... 4ca UGTUA" - "And you shall rejoice in your festivals .... and
you shall be only joyous." The meforshim ask: Why is this command to be
joyous on Sukkos, repeated twice, in one posuk after another?

The answer, explains R' Dovid Feinstein Shlit"a, is that the second
mention in the parsha is a guarantee from Hashem that someone who rejoices
during the Yom Tov of Sukkos, will merit to be joyful all year long. We can see
this in an interesting gematria: By rejoicing for the seven days of Yom Tov, a
person adds seven (7) to 348, the numerical value of the word "¢TU" -
"Joyous," which totals the number 355 - the numerical value of the word "aiu"
- "Year." Thus, in reward for accepting upon ourselves this concept of ultimate
joyousness on the Yom Tov of Sukkos, while we perform the mitzvos and live
outside in our sukkos, the Torah promises that we will rejoice the entire year,
in the comfort and support of our homes.

Furthermore, during these days of Yom Tov, we must use the money which
we consider to be "ours," to provide for the needs of the poor. But in spite of
giving away our money, we feel greater joy on Sukkos, than at any other time.
This is what the mishnah (aé-a (134a) tells us: a0aM 30T agalia Ga Té+Ta ie"
"gUOT ATeé+1 - "Whoever fulfills the Torah despite poverty, will ultimately
fulfill it in wealth" - If we do not let poverty deter us from serving Hashem, He
will allow us to serve Him in comfort and good fortune. And in both situations,
Hashem will see to it that we are &CTUA - joyful and happy in our observance.
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One year, the esrogim dealers of the town decided to band together to raise
the price of esrogim. Now, an esrog had always been expensive, so much so,
that it was customary for the wealthy leaders of the town to purchase one esrog
to fulfill the mitzva for the entire community. This year, however, the price was
so exorbitant that even that one esrog was beyond their reach. How would the
community manage to celebrate Yom Tov without even one set of the Four
Species to share amongst themselves?

Finally, the rabbonim called a meeting at which they hoped to raise the
money needed. Only the richest members of the town had been invited, as they
had always supplied the esrogim for their fellow Jews.

After the formal request was issued, one wealthy businessman stood and
addressed the gathering. "I believe that it is an outrage to spend so much money
on an esrog. Who do those dealers think they are to hold us hostage like this?
There are other mitzvos which urgently need to be seen to in our community.
Why, what about marrying off poor brides? There is an orphaned girl in our
very own town who is not getting any younger. Wouldn't that be a more fitting
way to spend the community's money?"

One rabbi listened quietly until the rich man concluded his plea, and then he
began to speak. "It is certainly true that the girl you speak of needs a match.
And it is true, as well, that it is a great mifzva to endow a poor bride and to help
an orphan. But, I can't help thinking: Why, in all these years, did our speaker
never think of helping this girl? Why, only now, when the question of acquiring
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