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The simple explanation of this posuk is that Hashem promised that no harm
would befall the Jewish people as they were leaving the Land of Egypt; neither
from any possible human danger, or even wild animals. However, we actually
find a deeper 19 in this posuk, from which we are able to understand how the
Jews merited such protection. R' Moshe Chaim Ephraim of Sedlikov ZT"L,
in his sefer Degel Machneh Ephraim writes that many of the troubles that
come upon a person are there because he is steeped in falsehood and does not
attach himself to truth. The words of his mouth and heart are not in agreement.
Only the person whose mouth and heart are in sync will be able to eliminate all
harsh judgments against him. Therefore, when a person speaks only words of
truth and sincerity, can he cause his troubles to disappear.

This is the remez found in the posuk. "30401 4ié 0gGé ai 1aglé 634 1€18" -
"And against the children of Israel no dog shall wag it's tongue." The Jews
going out of Egypt were not harmed by anything. The reason being that "no
dog shall wag it's tongue.” The Hebrew word for dog is "aié", the letters of
which can also be made to spell out &1k, which means like the heart. Thus, the
posuk can be read in a different light: "301 &16" - "Like the heart (was) their
tongue". What the Bnei Yisroel felt in their hearts was what they said with their
tongues. Their mouths and hearts were totally united in honesty and they were
wholly attached to the truth. For this specific reason, they merited extra
protection and all the harsh judgments were eliminated.
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R' Yosef Dov Halevi Soloveitchik ZT"L (Bais Halevi) would say:

"Why do we thank Hashem for causing the Egyptians to hate us? The
answer is that when we try to assimilate, as the Jews did in Egypt, Hashem
makes sure that we are not accepted."”

R' Yosef Rosen ZT"L (Rogatchover Gaon) would say:
"It may possibly be useful for me to be fluent in Russian. It wouldn't take me
more than an hour to learn - but who has an hour to spare?"

R' Eliyohu Lopian ZT"L would say:

"True Bnei Torah live lives of material simplicity. Their homes are absent of
many of the luxuries and "necessities" which their neighbors can't live without.
Some view them with genuine pity; How wrong they are! Those who's lives are
Torah-filled with true devotion, experience real satisfaction, not deprivation."

MAZEL TOV RABBI & REBBITZEN BIXENSPANNER ON THEIR SON'S UPSHERIN
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a complete recovery,' to which the Rebbe answered with an emphatic, ‘Amen.’
'But Rebbe,' I continued, 'the specialist is still a little worried because he can't
move his thumb. He thinks that more surgery will be necessary to repair the
damaged vein.' The Rebbe made a gesture with his left hand, as if to negate
what I had just told him. 'Ach!" he said dismissively. This occurred at precisely
12:20 AM. last night." His brother wished him well and ended the fax..

R' Chaim read the paper and was astounded. 12:20 AM in New York was
6:20 AM in Johannesburg - the exact time his pain had disappeared! The next
time he went to the doctor for a check-up, he was asked to move his thumb in
all directions. It worked! The Doctor couldn't believe his eyes. "How did you
do that?" he asked.

R' Chaim has since returned to his job as a shochet and his thumb works
just fine, thank G-d. "This is a miracle that I will tell over for many
generations. With one small gesture of his hand, the Rebbe was able to help me
from thousands of miles away," he said happily.
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The Ba'al Haggadah learns out from this posuk "€aiT aiaéda"” - "I (took
them out) and not through an angel."” Why was it necessary for Hashem to
redeem the Jewish people all by Himself, without employing the use of any
intervening angels, as is the case in many other Divine rescue situations?

R' Shaul Nathanson ZT"L bases his answer on the following question of
philosophical nature: Who is greater - a celestial angel or a righteous tzaddik?
Each serves Hashem in a most lofty manner and merits a certain measure of
Divine grace. However, we find throughout history, that Hashem makes use of
angels and Heavenly beings in order to save worthy and righteous individuals.
From when the Angel Gavriel came down and saved Avrohom Avinu in the
fiery furnace of Nimrod, until the present day, angels are sent from Heaven to
serve and protect the tzadikim and those worthy of salvation. From here we can
surmise that in truth, a tzadik is actually greater than an angel.

But an angel will only serve one who it believes to be greater than himself.
Sinners and unworthy people will not merit such assistance. When the Jews
came to the Red Sea, the Angel Samael complained -"2"0 ¢8440 4118" - "These
(Jews) serve gods" - and why should an angel help them? In the end, Hashem
split the sea without any angels. Likewise, Hashem Himself, who knows the
nature of His people and their inherent goodness, carried out the final plague
of U1dgdéa UET alone, since the angels could not be counted on to do the job.
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The slaughterhouse in Johannesburg, South Africa was located some 120
kilometers from the city. One of the shochtim, A Lubavitcher Chasid by the
name of Chaim Klein, was about to slaughter a cow, when it decided to take
revenge against the human race. He had just approached the massive animal
when it managed to free its front leg. One swift kick was all it took to imbed the
razor-sharp knife blade that he was holding, deep into the palm of Chaim's left
hand. He was rushed to a local hospital where an emergency operation was
performed. Eventually, a specialist was called in and after examining the hand
he diagnosed: The vein leading to the thumb had been severed and surgery was
unavoidable. But since he had already lost approximately two liters of blood, the
doctor suggested that any further surgery be postponed for the time being.

Chaim stayed in the hospital for a few days. On the fourth morning after the
accident, Chaim awoke in terrible pain, unbearable pain, right where the vein
was severed. He sat up in pure agony, clutching his hand. But then, as if
miraculously, without any medication, the pain began to subside and soon
passed, and he lay back down. Glancing at the clock, he noticed that it was 6:20
AM. Thankfully, he dozed back off to sleep.

That afternoon, Chaim received a fax from his brother in New York. "Last
night, I was able to approach the Rebbe, R' Menachem Mendel Schneerson
ZT"L, and I asked if I could mention someone for a blessing. The Rebbe
responded with an affirmative nod of his head. I then told him what had
happened to you, and concluded with the words, 'I am asking for a blessing for
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