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NRENEAL,  TOUDD
Laws and Customs for the Month of Tishrei
Thirteen Middos HaRachamim. During the Aseres Yemei
Teshuvah, and Yom Kippur (and especially during Neilah), we
recite the holy words of ©nn 0 1m0 ¥ - the thirteen attributes
of Hashem’s Divine Mercy, many times as a means to bring
down Divine mercy on us so that we may merit blessings for the
new year. In the words of the text that we recite, we immediately
follow these attributes with a request: WNNONDY WNYY INSDY'
"o - “(Hashem) please forgive us for our deliberate sins,
our unintentional sins and make us Your inheritance.” The
source for this is based on the Gemara in Rosh Hashanah (1) that
teaches that when Moshe Rabbeinu davened to Hashem to
forgive the Jews who worshiped the Egel Hazahav (Golden
Calf), Hashem showed him how we, His nation, are to daven in
times of emergency for all generations to come. Chazal tell us
that Hashem appeared to Moshe Rabbeinu as a "wpx mHe" -
One who leads the congregation in prayer, wrapped in a Talis
and reciting the thirteen attributes of His mercy. It was at this
time that He promised Moshe Rabbeinu, that whenever a group
of Yidden will come together and recite these Divine attributes,
the requests that are made along with them will not be returned
“empty handed.” (©p» mwwn pN) They might be fully or

partially answered, but they will never be entirely ignored.

How Does it Work. There are two opinions with regard to how
this fefillah operates to create the exceptional 7 Ny - time of
accepting prayer. Rashi () as explained in Tzeida L’Derech 3),
holds that saying the words and believing in Hashem’s
tremendous mercy, activates these 13 attributes to increase and
be effective time after time. However, the Reishis Chochma
writes @ that they work in a different way. When a member of
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the congregation recites the thirteen attributes of Hashem’s
kindness and accepts upon himself to behave in a similar manner
to all those around him, this very acceptance activates Hashem’s
mercy to shine brighter and become more effective. The Shela’’h
Hakadosh says that both ways are correct (5).
Practical Application. From the above we can discern how to
successfully recite these holy words and effect Divine mercy. As
one says them, he should concentrate and believe in the endless
kindness of Hashem. At the same time he should also be thinking
about committing himself to be merciful, tolerant, long-tempered,
kind, always judging others favorably, truthful, helpful even to
those who don’t deserve it, helpful even to those who might have
hurt him, forgetful of what others did to him, and forgiving to all.
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The Din of Chatzi Shiur by Meilah - Meilah 18b

Meilah has an exclusive halacha that even though normally in order to
combine MmN, they all need to be done ©19 NHN ¥753, regarding
nyn small acts of any kind of benefit, even if each one is less than a
none mw and even if each act is done separately over a longer,

period of time, they will still combine into one my»w and one s oiver.
The w0 (v, 9p) writes that N> Mo is even on @ MwN MNS
none, however there is no nawn avn. He quotes the Gemara that
since it's less than a nvM9, a Yid who is normally generous, is Sn
such a small amount. 40 nnan adds that some say stealing less
than a perutah is considered v »8n and that's why there is no y-1
of mawn. He explains as follows: if less than a nvya is M2 because
of N, than stealing less than a noo a few times from the same
person should still be w9, because each time he was 5nw. But if the
reason is because of My >xn, than all the small amounts should add

up and combine to make him 2»n, similar to our Gemara in n>yn.
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R’ Yehonason Eibeschutz z¢”I (Yaaros Devash) would say:
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“oPn N MY DU IR Y2’ - The Gemara (:ay yvy1p) says that before a tzaddik leaves this world, a new tzaddik is born
who will replace him. The Zohar (:3y192712) says that there are sparks of Moshe in every generation, and according to the
Arizal, they are embodied in that generation’s leader. Chazal tell us that Haman chose Adar for his decree because that was
when Moshe died. He actually knew that Moshe was born on the seventh of Adar too; however, since he died on the
seventh of Adar, he considered this “a cut-off period” for Klal Yisroel. He did not know that when one fzaddik leaves this
world, a new tzaddik is born to replace him and that Klal Yisroel will be victorious over all their oppressors in his merit.”

R’ Avraham Shmuel Binyamin Sofer z¢£”’l (Ksav Sofer) would say:

“TNTD NPYN NN 0391200 NNYY - The Torah commands each person to write his own Torah scroll. Chazal teach: ‘Even if
one’s parents left him a Torah scroll, it is proper to write one for himself.” (X5 p7T1m0) In figurative terms, a person should
not feel satisfied with the Torah knowledge he has inherited from his forefathers, but rather should toil to seek new insights
on his own, so that they act as spiritual sustenance for his soul and he arrives in the World-to-Come with his own insights.”

A Wise Man would say: Sponsored by Earl Rosenin
“Everything works out in the end. If it hasn’t yet worked out, it’s not the end.” ]\Xemmyofs Shoham
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It was well-known that the great Tzaddik and Kabbalist, Chacham Rabbeinu Meir Abuchatzeira z¢”I (son of the
Baba Sali) would travel to various cities in Morocco, intending to remain there for a few days to inspire the residents and
breathe fresh life into the communities which had invited him to strengthen their spiritual state.

During the Yimei HaSelichot, Rabbeinu Meir arrived in one city. The first night of his stay, Rabbeinu Meir, wishing to
recite the Selichot, asked his host what time the people gathered in the synagogue. The host responded that the Muslim
Mayor forbade them to recite Selichot because, he claimed, it disturbed the sleep of the Muslim neighbors.

The Chacham was not happy with the situation, yet the people could not defy a decision signed and sealed by the ruling
authority. Rabbeinu Meir, however, did not hesitate and asked his assistant to summon all the communal leaders immediately.
When they arrived, he asked them about their fear of the mayor which was preventing them from reciting Selichot. They
admitted that it was a big problem and they had no solution. Rabbeinu Meir instructed them to assemble the Jews of the city
that night in the local synagogue for the recitation of Selichot. The midnight hour was fast approaching.

True to form, as simple people with great emunah, hundred of Jews gathered in the synagogue after two o’clock in the
morning, prayer books in hand, in a mood of great anticipation. They were sure the Chacham was about to produce an
incredible miracle. Rabbeinu Meir himself was to serve as the chazzan. Right before he began, he spoke encouragingly,
asking them to pour their hearts out to the Almighty and urging them to make up for all they had missed until that day. He
then began to pray out loud, with the congregation following. The thundering sounds of prayer emanated from the
synagogue, to the surprise of the non-Jewish neighbors who were woken and immediately summoned the police.

The police officers, hearing about the Jewish prayer service led by a visiting rabbi, made haste to the mayor’s house for
orders. With rings of sleep clearly visible under his eyes, the mayor listened intently to the police commissioner’s report.
Fuming, he ordered the police to halt recitation of the Selichot immediately. One of the officers reported to him that
Rabbenu Meir, son of the renowned Baba Sali, had organized the group and was even serving as their prayer leader. The
mayor, even more infuriated, sneered, “Who is this Baba Meir and who appointed him to so brazenly to disobey the law?”

No sooner had the red-faced mayor spoken these words, when he suddenly found himself unable to continue. He began
to gag, then choke and his face turned purple. His body became paralyzed and his face was horribly contorted. He sank
helplessly into his armchair while his racing eyes shouted that which he was unable to speak.

It was obvious that his trouble was caused by his disdain for the honor of the Chacham. A messenger was dispatched to
the synagogue to appeal to Rabbeinu Meir. As the messenger entered the sanctuary, the worshippers held their breath.
There was utter silence as he hastily made his way to the raised platform at the center of the synagogue. Rabbeinu Meir,
however, motioned that he was unable to interrupt even for the emissary of the mayor. To the congregation he signaled
that they should continue praying with still more fervor. Finally, at the conclusion of the Selichot, Rabbeinu Meir turned to
the messenger to hear what he had to say. With some trepidation the man unfolded the full story of the mayor in his
mansion, lying like a stone, steeped in pain. Rabbeinu Meir said to the messenger, “Go and tell him that he will return to
full strength only if he promises not to persecute the Jewish people and permits them to practice their religious beliefs.”

When the messenger told this to the mayor, he agreed by blinking his eyes to accept these conditions. In a matter of
minutes, his face relaxed, his color returned and his strength was restored as if nothing had happened.

The mayor trembled as he waited for Rabbeinu Meir at his host’s home. The door opened and he fell at the Baba’s feet,
begging his forgiveness. Rabbeinu Meir demanded that the mayor sign a commitment not to hamper his Jewish citizens in
observing their Jewish traditions. From that day on, the Jewish residents encountered no more troubles in their lives.

. @@‘1}‘9 = s ﬂﬂz_:l} ﬂw}’\(: infer that Hashem doesn’t really care if a person does a full
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The Haftorah of Shabbos Shuva depicts a spiritually
destitute time when Hoshea HaNavi pleaded with the Nation
to mend their ways and return to Hashem. Hoshea explained
that Hashem has no interest in their donations and sacrifices if
their actions are insincere. “Return, Yisroel to Hashem your
G-d,” he said, expressing the quintessential ideas of Teshuvah,
however, why doesn’t Hoshea use the grammatically correct
word of "JN" to describe where the Teshuva is being directed
to as opposed to the actual word he uses of "1y"?
Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik z¢”I quotes the Malbim
who explains that had Hoshea used the word "o, one would

Teshuva or not, so long as he does even a half-hearted
repentance. Either way, Hashem will accept it. The word "1y"
connotes a great distance between two subjects. While it
seems demoralizing that Hashem would rather be at a far
distance from us (1Y), in fact, this is a blessing in disguise.

Says Rabbi Soloveitchik, Hashem created such a great
distance so that we can be sure to do a full and meaningful
Teshuva before entering His “courtyard.” The extra distance
gives us ample time along the way to reflect on our misdeeds
and correct them before the holiest day of the Jewish
calendar. May Hashem accept all of our Teshuva, and may
we all merit a happy and healthy new year.

Join in and listen to a 5 minute daily shiur in Kedushas Einayim. Call 718450-9990. Your cyes are precious - Turning onc's eyes away from evil is the ultimate goall
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Chazal derive from this posuk the obligation for each individual to write a Sefer Torah. Why did the posuk choose the
word "nv" to describe the Torah? I once heard a beautiful vort explaining this. The Gemara in Megilla says that at one point,
Yehoshua ben Nun was waging a war against the goyim. During that period, Brei Yisroel were not being makriv the korban
tamid and were also mevatel limud hatorah. A malach was sent to rebuke him. Yehoshua realized his errors and asked, ‘“For
which sin did you come?” The malach replied, “>nNa nny' - Now I came.” Tosfos there explains that the word "nny" (now)
alludes to word "nny" in our posuk quoted above and refers to the Torah. The deeper meaning of this Gemara is that there are
times in life (such as when one is engrossed in battle), when it is challenging to concentrate on certain things, but a song can be
sung at any and all times. The complaint of the malach was that had you viewed the Torah as a song - a "nP¥" - then even
during tense times of battle you would still be engrossed in it, because the Torah is the song of life!

Rashi in Parshas Ki Savo on the posuk, "min DN Ty YWD DORNY MXID DWW NYTY 25 ... "N M XY cites Chazal who say that
Bnei Yisroel came to Moshe Rabbeinu upset that Moshe was giving the Torah only to the Bnei Levi. They declared that they,
too, stood at Har Sinai and are also entitled to it. Moshe was ecstatic and said, “Today, I see that you too cleave to Hashem
and for that you received a real heart, eyes, ears ....” Over the course of Selichos and the Yamim Noraim, we repeat the posuk,
".. 7225 NN 1 9. To be worthy of Hashem removing our “sinful” heart and replacing it with a healthy, pure and untainted
heart, ready to serve Him faithfully, it is incumbent upon us to realize that the Torah is our lifeline, our song, through thick and
thin. If we realize this and renew our commitments. we will be zoche to selicha and mechila for ourselves and our families.

ﬂ-pﬁ' i = I 3 ﬂ-p‘-z 1—2@-@ anq we must eat .a1.1d be joyous. After midday, we daven
(35-33 NP™) .DINOW SN 27 T 2 2P TS MPwns Mincha and then it is time to confess and repent. Then, we

Yom: It was the morning before Yom Kippur. In the city of
Lubavitch, where the Rebbe Rashab, R’ Sholom Ber
Schneerson zt”l resided, a most solemn atmosphere
reigned. The Rashab would not sleep the night before Yom
Kippur. He would pray the morning prayers very early. By
noon, he had already eaten his first holiday meal.

One year, the Rashab was in his study reciting Tehillim on
erev Yom Kippur when a chasid from one of the nearby
towns, R’ Zalman of Sherbin, entered the room and offered
the Rebbe a hearty, “Good Yom Tov!” The Rashab was in a
very serious frame of mind. He responded, “True, it is a
holiday. But holidays are meant to be joyous. On erev Yom
Kippur one has to be awakened to repentance by regretting
the past and making firm commitments for the future.”

R’ Zalman answered, “Rebbe, we are soldiers. On the eve
of Yom Kippur till midday, Hashem said that it is a Yom Tov

can be serious.” R’ Zalman laughed heartily and concluded
with a request, “Rebbe, give me some lekach (honey cake
traditionally given out on Yom Kippur eve).”

The Rashab appreciated his chasid’s response and while
giving him a piece of honey cake said, “I am giving you a
piece of lekach. May the Almighty give you a sweet year.”
Yon3: Amid the seriousness of the Aseres Yimei Teshuvah
leading all the way through Yom Kippur, a Yid must
remember that Hashem does not want us to stop living our
lives. We must still be b’Simcha, as the posuk says, NN y12y"
"nnwa N and even on erev Yom Kippur, the mitzvah of the
day is to eat and enjoy the goodness that Hashem has given
us. When we appreciate that Hashem has given us the
mitzvah of Teshuvah to cleanse us of our sins and thereby
allow us to merit a year of goodness and joy, we cannot
help but feel b’Simcha at the greatness of Hashem.
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Teshuvah is a process. It means changing ourselves into a new creation. When one sins, it is not that he is the same
person he was before - but he sinned. No. When a person sins he is a different person. Sin is like a virus. Just as a virus
attacks the body in a physical sense, aveiros (sins) attack and damage the soul. If we would be able to see what we look like
spiritually before we sin and compare it to after we sin, we wouldn’t even recognize that we are the same person.

One of the very important ways of doing feshuva is by making a kabbala. When a person takes upon himself a small
resolution, something that is very doable, he has really accomplished a great achievement. R’ Yisroel Salanter z¢”’l
explains that this is crucial to the feshuva process, but it is not the goal. It is the means to an end, and a very important
means, but it is by no means the actual goal of feshuva. When one buys a house, he usually puts down a deposit. This means
that the house belongs to him in theory. The owner cannot sell the house to someone else because it officially belongs to the
one who gave the deposit although he cannot move in and live there until he has finished with all the payments.

The kabbalah that we make at this crucial time, whether it is not speaking lashon hara an hour a day, or saying asher
yatzar standing in one place - it is our deposit. It shows Hashem that we are serious and we are making a move to improve.
Of course the goal is NEVER to speak lashon hara and to make all our berachos with kavana but with this small kabbalah,
we theoretically achieve the goal. After Yom Kippur we need to learn and delve into the topic of our kabbalah so that we
can achieve the full goal in a practical sense. But the kabbalah is our contract with Hashem. It is our deposit and our way of
showing that B’ezras Hashem we plan to complete all the payments in order to arrive at a complete feshuva.




