
     tubnn unkg,ba ',ugy kkfk tc xgf kkfk van tca hpk h"ar
kg ;umehuw rntba 'ohtuknk hbhnac tmun v,t ifu /ohrfb hkughd ,ufkv
ohrunv tb ugnaw ifu ',ugy kkfk tc xgf kkfk tc 'wrn,ht kgu rzgkt
'vzc k"z ubh,ucr ubk ohkdn /(oa hrpx) vgy xgfv h"g 'wgkxv ,t lhu
kufh tuv 'r,uhc ohkusdv ohabtv kmt ukhptu 'xgfv tuv runja lht
hbhnav ouhc jfa ifu 'xgfvn ,ufkvv ,t jfa itfa 'ann ehzvk
iuugv vhv vza 'gkxv ,tfvc van ka tyjv kfu 'lf vhv ohtukhnk
hsh kgu 'xgfa ouan er vhv vz kf 'ktrah .rtc van xbfh tka orda
ihta ubhcr van ukhpta vzn ohturu /gkxv ,t vfvu vgya ghdv vz
van hscg if tk (wz c"h rcsnc) uhkg rntba unfu 'u,uksdc daun kkf ubk
ohkusd oh,ugy kkfk ghdv xgfc kafbaf tuv od 'tuv intb h,hc kfc
vank vre ohngp wd tkt 'vzv rcs uk vre ,jt ogp er tku 'lf kf

  /xgfv iuug ihbg sutn tuv runj vnf vzn ohtura 'vzv rcs
kf rnt k"r :(:ux ohjxp) k"zu 'xgfv ,rnujc itfn usnk k"z ubh,ucru    
u,tucb tuv thcb ot 'ubnn ,ek,xn u,nfj tuv ofj ot 'xgufa ost
ch,fs /vann ubnn ,ek,xn u,nfj tuv ofj ot /ubnn ,ek,xn

habt kt ivfv rzgkt rnthu" w,fu '"wudu khjv hsuep kg van ;mehu"
kkfn '"van ,t wv vum rat vru,v ,ej ,tz vnjknk ohtcv tcmv
ubnn ek,xvk kufh ofj tuv ota rtucnu /k"fg vhbhn okght vans
kkf ohhutr ubt ihta 'van kg lf vhv rcsv rntba 'hrndk vnfjv
u,uksdc vbcv ubk ihta 'vzc u,t vhva vn unmgc van kg arpku rnuk

 /ubhnmgk sunkk hsf vzn ubtc lfku 'itf ohfhrm ubt sunhkk n"n 'kkf
'xgfaf uhkg trucv xj tk 'ubhcr vanf kusd ukhpta vzn ohsnuku     
tuva ouanu 'vzv ihbg kg ktrah .rtc xbfb tk ukhptu 'vz kg abgbu
'kkf uhbpk ohbp tuan iuugv vzc ihtu 'wv kmt r,uhc ohrunjv ,ubuugvn
/xgf ka iuugv rnuj vzn sunkbu vtrba hsf ',tz vru,v ubk vkhd lfku
?vhr,ct ibt vbgb vn 'uxgf kg ,tzf uk ghdv tbnhvn thgr vank otu
,ntc itf vhv lfa 'xugfk tka sutn rvzhk ohfhrm od ,uhbjur kgu     
huuhm kg urcga vn kg xgfv vz vhva 'van xgfa ohngp wdv kfc
ohfhrma 'ohhnad ohbhhbg kg a"fu ',tz uk ehzva vnf ohturu 'trucv
ohtcaf shxpvk ohkufha vnf ,utrku 'kkf xugfk tka sutn rvzhk

/,uhgy hshk vzn ohtcu 'uk aha vn kf sctk orud vzvau 'xgf hshk

         ,ca ,urb ,eksv* 8:08 - 
     8:45 - t"nqgna ,thre inz
       t"rdvqgna ,thre inz  9:21 -
     vkhp, inz ;ux qt"rdv 10:35 -
   8:25 - ,cav ouh ka vnjv ,ghea
 9:15 - chrgn qohcfufv ,tm e"amun

o, ubhcr ,yhak q ohcfufv ,tm - 9:37

    wovk ,ubnk  ubhcr van kjv 'ktrah .rt kt h"bc ka o,xhbf osu
,ugrutnv ,t orhfzvk hsf 'rcsnc vba ohgcrt lanc ovhgxn kf

w whgu) /tcvk jek ovn usnkhu 'ovc ugrhtavru, ka vbhhgn/(w
o,hhbju hbhx rvn o,ghxbn sunkk ah ohcuajv ohjekvn sjtu   
lrs wv rvn ugxhu" :cu,f 'uz vghxbk gdubc hrva 'vuut,v ,urcec
urxa snkn" :(/z"ye ,ca) wndc t,htu '(d"k wh rcsnc) "wudu ohnh ,auka

 rthcu /"wv hrjtni"cnrvjrucv eubh,f 'vjnac hbhx rvn ugxba" :
ugxhuw uvzu ',umn ubk vcrh r,uh itf vvab ot tna :urnt 'rpxv ,hcn
rvv ubhhv 'wv rv tuva hbpn oan inmg ghxvk o,cajn vhva 'wv rvn

/uh,uumnu wv in jurck umra ubhhvu /",uumnv ,t ovk i,b wv uhkga
 in jurck umr ova 'vkusd ,ugy ugy vzcu   jruyv,uumnv ouhe ka 

ov ush kga 'tkpb dubg, uc ah ,uumnv ouhea ugsh tk kct 'vru, hhju
kga odu 'jur ,jb uk ,uagku 'v"cev hbpk ,rak 'vnumg ,uchajk ufzh
oumgv dubg,v ,t uahdrhu 'wuh,uumnc ubase ratw-uase,h ovhrcht ush
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';udv kg ykua kfav ovca 'vuka hhj ov vru, hhju 'wv ,crhe ka
/kcvv hdubg, rjt ,exup vbhta vphsr h"g sryun ubht ostvu

'uhkg ykua ;udva iuhf 'apbv ,uuka uk iht 'vru, hhj hj ubhta hn kct   
iuhf kct 'uhhjc ,ubvhk hsf ,uhrnujv ,uut,v hrjt ;usrk uk orudu
,exup uh,uut, ,t tknk rnuda gdrc 'ouhe ,c vbht ,uhrnujva
rjt ;usrk lhanvk tuv jrfun ,ubvhk vmur tuva iuhfu 'vtbvv
ifu /ivhrjt vphsrn sryun tuv uhhj kfa tmnbu ',uhrnujv ,uut,v
in tmuh ost iht" '(c"k wt vcr ,kve) arsnc cu,f iunnv ,snj hcdk
 /"wufu ohh,tn vmur tuv vtn uk ah ot tkt 'ushc u,uut, hmju okugv

ohjrucafa orhfzvk hsf 'wvuut,v ,urcew ouenv oa treb ifku      
khcuh vzu 'tyjvu ,uut,v rjt upsrh tkt 'vjubn ovk vhvh tk 'wvn

/hjmbv wrsgvwv-,uunv kt o,ut
jekv ,t urfzha u,buuf v,hv uz vhhbju vghxb rhfzv ubhcr vanafu     

/oa usnka vzv cuajv

(Monsey, NY)
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uk h,trcu grv rmh h,trc
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African People to respond in three days time. When they

could not, they ran away and abandoned their possessions. 

llllyyyynnnnpppp: Hashem gave the Land of Israel to His beloved

nation and no other. As clear as it is day, no other nation

        
       A SERIES IN HALACHAH
       LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Halachos Pertaining to the “Torah” Table (30)

A “Torah Table” during the Three Weeks 

   During these three weeks of mourning the destruction of the

Bais Hamikdash, it is important to impress upon ourselves (for

year round awareness) the statement of the Gemara (/zf vdhdj)
regarding our eating tables. Rav Yochonon and Resh Lakish

say: “When the Bais Hamikdash was standing the alter atoned

for each man, and now that there is no Bais Hamikdash each

person’s table atones for his sins.” Rashi explains that the

atonement is accomplished by inviting needy guests to one’s

table. The Shelah Hakadosh (1) writes: Whoever feeds a
Talmid Chacham at his table in the morning and afternoon is

considered to have brought the daily Korbon Hatamid in the

morning and afternoon. Some who don’t have this opportunity

to feed the needy at their table give a donation to tzedakah or a

pushka that goes to institutions that feed the needy (2). Other

seforim stress that saying words of Torah and keeping the

relevant halachos adds to making the table like a mizbeach. 

   Additionally, one should remember the bitter exile by saying

“Al Naharos Bavel” at weekday meals and “Shir Hama’alos”

at Shabbos/Yom Tov meals (3). The third beracha of bentching

is about rebuilding Yerushalayim and the Bais Hamikdash. The

washing before a meal is likened to the Kohanim washing in
the Bais Hamikdash before they worked on the Korbonos (4).

Salt. The poskim stress that there are two independent halachos

has a claim to this holy land. Thus, says Rashi, the Torah

writes: "ofk kp," - “(The land) shall fall to you.” The angels

of the seven nations that had previously occupied the land

have fallen and lost any future claims to Eretz Yisroel.

 `"hily cltyxid jexa d"en z`n     
  qhiid cplailw ,l`xyi zad` ldwc ax 

regarding placing salt on one’s table at a meal. 1) We should dip

our bread into salt. 2) We should have salt on the table till the

meal and bentching are over. Both of these halachos are

connected to the concept that our “eating” table is likened to the

mizbeach on which salted korbonos were brought (5). 

Dipping. The Shulchan Aruch holds that the main reason for

dipping bread into salt is to make the first piece eaten especially

tasty which adds honor to the beracha of Hamotze. Therefore,

our tasty bread doesn’t need dipping in salt. However, the

RM’A adds that one should always bring salt to the table to

make it like an altar, and salt on a table accomplishes some
mystical protective power. The Mishna Berura (6) writes that

one should not just have salt there, but should actually dip the

first bite of bread into salt and even mentions the custom of the

Mekubalim to dip that first piece 3 times in salt before eating.    

    In order to minimize the time break (expv) between washing

and beracha, and beracha and eating, the salt should be on the

table before washing, and sprinkled out when necessary before

saying the beracha (7). If, however, this was not done and one

realized it after the beracha, he is allowed to get or even ask for

salt since this is a need for what he is doing (8).

Salt on Table. Since the poskim (9) say there is an independent

idea of having salt on the table apart from the dipping, it would
seem to this writer that if one has a proper meal without bread,

which is very common now, one should have salt on the table.
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        Rabbeinu Azarya Figo ZT”L (Bina L’itim) would say:

    “A person who is innocent before G-d and at peace with his conscience will ultimately be found guiltless by his

fellow man, as the posuk states: ‘You shall be guiltless from Hashem, and from Yisroel.’ (cf-ck) If one does

experience occasional difficulties, they will only be temporary. By contrast, a person who strives to be innocent

only in the eyes of man and not in the eyes of Hashem; he will eventually end up being a hypocrite.”  

R’ Eliezer Papo ZT”L (Pele Yoatz) would say:

    “Suffering because of material matters is similar to the child who built a twig and straw house and had much fun

playing with it, until someone came along and broke it. The child cried and complained bitterly to his father. The

child felt his father should hurt the person for his crime. But the father remained calm because he was aware his child

was overreacting. From the child’s perspective what happened was a major tragedy, but the father realized there was

no great loss. Similarly, when material matters do not go the way you wish, do not overexaggerate their importance.”

A Wise Man would say:

    “What is the definition of a friend? Your friend is the person who knows all about you - and still likes you.”
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    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    mmmmiiiixxxxvvvvnnnndddd    ooooiiiiaaaa    ddddeeeebbbbiiiiyyyydddd    ddddiiiittttcccceeeexxxx    llllkkkk((((bbbb----`̀̀̀    ddddkkkkiiii`̀̀̀))))
    All year long we are busy.We have our schedules to keep and our lives are set up to (hopefully!) run in an orderly manner.

As a result, it doesn’t leave us too much time to think about the Churban Habayis, the destruction of the Bais Hamikdash.

But now that the period of "ohrmnv ihc" -“Between the Straits” (based on the posuk [d-t vfht]: “All her oppressors have

overtaken her within the straits”) is upon us, there is a lot to contemplate. This entire period is a time of mourning. Just as

Pesach is a time of freedom, Sukkos is a time of joy, and Chanukah is a time of miracles - NOW is a time of mourning!
    Chazal tell us: It is appropriate for every Yirei Shomayim, G-d fearing Jew, to mourn over Yerushalayim. Why only a Yirei

Shomayim? Why not every Jew at every level of observance? Because one who is not G-d fearing should first mourn over

himself! He should cry over his lack of spirituality, his inability to connect with his Creator, and his aimless existence. He

may be a religious “robot” keeping all the laws of Torah, but without Fear of Heaven he is completely missing the point! 

    The purpose  of life for a Jew is closeness to Hashem. THIS is what we are missing with the Churban. THIS is what we

are meant to mourn. If we are so removed from holiness, Ruchniyus, true ohekt ,cre …. then we should mourn for

ourselves. We should cry out to Hashem and say: “Aibishter, there is nothing more important to me than being close to You.

I want to feel Your love, experience true Ruchniyus, and know real happiness. Hashem, please bring me Home!!”    

    With sincere prayers and tears of longing, may we rebuild the Bais HaMikdash speedily and in our days.

    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    ddddiiiizzzzeeeelllleeeeaaaabbbbllll    oooorrrrppppkkkk    uuuuxxxx`̀̀̀    ddddllllggggppppaaaa    mmmmkkkkllll    llllttttzzzz    xxxxyyyy`̀̀̀    uuuuxxxx`̀̀̀dddd    zzzz`̀̀̀ffff((((aaaa----ccccllll))))

    ''''eeeekkkkeeee    llll`̀̀̀xxxxyyyyiiiinnnneeee    ''''ddddnnnn    mmmmiiiiiiiiwwwwpppp    mmmmzzzziiiiiiiiddddeeee    eeeeaaaayyyyzzzz    xxxxgggg`̀̀̀eeee    ''''dddd    iiiippppttttllll    uuuuxxxx`̀̀̀dddd    ddddyyyyaaaakkkkppppeeee((((aaaakkkk----aaaallll))))

   In 1974, Rabbi Asher Wade, a U.S. Army chaplain, befriended a Jewish American officer named Stuart. Cadet Stuart

did not strike him as being the religious type and so Rabbi Wade was surprised one day to see Stuart wearing a yarmulke

on his head. Upon questioning Stuart’s reasons for donning this unconventional attire, Stuart told Rabbi Wade the
fascinating story behind it. 

     As part of their training and first year studies, cadets were enrolled in a course called, “History of Military Tactics and

Field Strategies,” taught be a Three Star Lieutenant General with a Ph.D. in military strategy. The course surveyed the

major battles in history, and detailed many of the tactics employed to defeat the enemy. These battles included those of

the Ptolemies, the Romans, the Middle Ages, down to the latest battles of our modern era. 

    During the final two weeks of the course, which were devoted to reviewing the material, Cadet Stuart raised his hand

with a question. “Sir, we have discussed so many various wars and battles, yet, not once did we survey any of the battles

fought by the Jews, either of ancient times (Roman-Jewish wars) or of modern times (Arab-Israeli wars)? It would seem

that those wars would give us much to learn from.” 

    Cadet Stuart was surprised and dismayed by the General’s reaction. “The normally friendly general snapped back with

an order for me to see him in his office after class,” he remembered. It was most unlike him to react this way and Stuart

was apprehensive as he later approached the general’s office. Stuart knocked and was ordered to enter, close and lock the
door. He did so with mounting concern, which was further heightened when the general began by informing him that he

would only answer the question he had posed earlier, in the privacy of his office. 

   “Do not think that the staff here at West Point has left the Jewish wars unnoticed?” asked the general sharply. “As a

matter of fact, we have examined and analyzed each and every war, battle and military combat, however, we have made

the decision not to teach them here at West Point. You see, according to military strategy and textbook tactics, the Jews

should have lost in almost every instance. The Jews should have been swept into the dustbin of history long ago. But

they were not. They won those wars against all odds and against all military strategies and logic.

    “This past year, we hired a new junior instructor. During a private staff meeting, the Arab-Israeli wars came under

discussion. We puzzled at how the Jews won those wars. Suddenly, this junior instructor chirped up and jokingly said,

‘Honorable gentlemen. It seems to be quite obvious how they are winning their wars: G-d is winning their wars!’ You

know what? Nobody laughed. The reason is, soldier, that it seems to be an unwritten rule around here at West Point that

G-d is really winning your wars, even though G-d does not fit into any of our military textbooks!”
    The general stopped speaking and with a curt, “Soldier, you are dismissed,” the interview was over. 

    “I left the general’s office in haste,” recalled Stuart, “I had never been so humiliated in my life. I felt about two inches

tall. But it wasn’t because of how he spoke to me. It was because I saw the unique irony of the situation. Wouldn’t you

know it, that I would have to come all the way to West Point just to find out how great my G-d is from a non-practicing

Presbyterian Three Star general!”

    Cadet Stuart finished his story to Rabbi Wade with the following: “I went right back to my dorm room, and dug down

in my sock drawer to find that ‘flap of cloth’ that I threw on my head once a year. I said to myself: This thing is going on

my head, because I found, in essence, who I was and where I came from.”
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eeeeggggllllyyyyzzzz    llll`̀̀̀xxxxyyyyiiii    zzzzeeeehhhhnnnn    llllkkkkllll    ddddhhhhnnnnllll    ssssllll`̀̀̀    ddddhhhhnnnnllll    ssssllll`̀̀̀
    ddddhhhhnnnnllll    ssssllll`̀̀̀    llll`̀̀̀xxxxyyyyiiii    iiiittttllll`̀̀̀nnnn    eeeexxxxqqqqnnnniiiieeee    ....`̀̀̀aaaavvvvllll((((dddd,,,,cccc----`̀̀̀llll))))

     Rashi remarks that the words "ktrah ,uyn kfk" - “From

all the tribes of Yisroel,” are specifically used to include

Shevet Levi, since this tribe is sometimes excluded from

the count of the tribes with regard to other areas. Several

meforshim find this comment problematic, for if so, then

the total should have come to 13,000 soldiers for all

thirteen tribes, yet the very next posuk states, “Out of the

thousands of Yisroel .... twelve thousand armed troops.”

   The Imrei Emes, R’ Avrohom Mordechai Alter ZT”L

resolves this by first quoting the comment of Rashi on the

words "tcmv hpktn urxnhu" - “And they were delivered from

the thousands of Yisroel”: “To inform you of the praise of

the shepherds (leaders) of Yisroel, how beloved they are in

the eyes of Yisroel. Before they heard of the impending

death of Moshe Rabbeinu, what does he say: ‘Before long

they will stone me.’ (s-zh ,una) The instant they heard that

his death depended on the battle of vengeance against

Midian they did not want to go out, until they had to be

delivered (urxnhu) over against their will.”

  What is important to realize, says the Imrei Emes, is that

Rashi is referring to the other twelve tribes and not Shevet

Levi. For in praise of the tribe of Levi, who previously did

not shrink from punishing their idolatrous relatives after

the sin of the Golden Calf, they were able to forget their

loved ones in order to execute the Divine Will. Here too,

even though they knew that the death of their beloved

leader depended on this war, Shevet Levi nevertheless

went out willingly to fulfill the command of the Almighty.

    Thus, there is no contradiction here. The total number of

soldiers was, in fact, thirteen thousand, but of these only

twelve thousand were “handed over,” for the other
thousand from Shevet Levi went forth willingly.

        EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
     ON THE WEEKLY MIDDAH OF ...

                                    zzzzllllggggpppp    llllrrrr    ssssqqqqeeeeppppeeee    eeeeppppiiiizzzzaaaa`̀̀̀    zzzzllllggggppppnnnn    oooozzzzllllggggpppp    ddddrrrrxxxxbbbbppppeeee            
    rrrrxxxxbbbbiiii    eeeeppppiiiizzzzllllggggpppp    llllxxxxbbbbnnnneeee    mmmmddddllll    ddddppppiiiiiiiiddddzzzz    xxxxyyyy`̀̀̀    ddddhhhhnnnndddd((((bbbb----eeeellll))))

   The tribe of Menashe, counting men, women, and children

under twenty, probably numbered well over one hundred

fifty thousand. Shevet Menashe had received a very large

allotment of land in the area outside of Eretz Yisroel. Yet

they were nevertheless concerned that if five young women

marry out of the shevet, the tribal land would be diminished.

Moshe conveyed a Divine wish, which was a
“recommendation” (/fe tr,c tcc - vcuy vmg) that the

daughters of Tzelafchad marry within the tribe.

   Our ancestors were concerned about a portion of land

which, if lost, they saw as a threat to the integrity of the tribe.

How noble! What would they say, asks Rabbi Dr.

Abraham J. Twerski Shlit’a, if they observed our

indifference to intermarriage, whereby hundreds of

thousands of Jews are being lost to our nation? It has been

calculated that the number of Jews lost to the Jewish faith

through intermarriage far exceeds the number exterminated

by the Germans in the death camps, yet what they failed to

accomplish with their nefarious plans, we allow to occur
with a relative lack of concern. We rise to the challenge of

saving Soviet Jewry, while allowing the hemorrhage of our

nation to occur. Is a holocaust any less devastating if it

occurs from within rather than from an external source? 

     Perhaps it is too critical to compare ourselves today  to

the tribe of Menashe, which was, after all, protecting their

tribal assets. Perhaps we too would react with equal vigor if

some foreign entity attempted to appropriate our property.

But if we are indifferent to intermarriage, is it because it is

only human souls that we are losing, rather than property?

Can we be so jaded to our present day dilemma that we do

not take the time nor make the requisite effort to help our
brethren in need? One can only hope this is NOT the case!     

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF       

R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO    

llllyyyynnnn:  The gemara (/tm ihrsvbx) relates the following: People

from the Land of Africa came before Alexander Mokdon

(Alexander the Great) after he had conquered most of the

civilized world, and claimed that the Land of Israel really

belongs to them and not to the Jewish People. They even
brought proof from the Torah that the land is referred to as

“Eretz Canaan” and Canaan was their original ancestor.

   The Sages of Israel sent a wise man, Gviha ben Psisa, to

answer on their behalf. He came before Alexander and

began, “From where do they bring their proof that the land

belongs to them? From our Torah? Well, in that case, I too,

will bring proof from our holy Torah.”

  The wise man stood humbly and continued. “The Torah

states very explicitly who their ancestor Canaan was: rurt"
(uf-y ,hatrc) "uhjtk vhvh ohscg scg igbf - “Cursed is Canaan,

a servant of servants he will be to his brothers.’ Now, to

whom does a servant’s possessions belong? To his master!

And not only that, but for all these years, the servants have

neglected their duties and in fact owe it to their master!”

    Alexander Mokdon nodded in agreement and ordered the
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