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African People to respond in three days time. When they
could not, they ran away and abandoned their possessions.

Swna: Hashem gave the Land of Israel to His beloved
nation and no other. As clear as it is day, no other nation

A SERIES IN HALACHAH
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Halachos Pertainingtothe “Torah” Table (30)

A “Torah Table” during the Three Weeks

During these three weeks of mourning the destruction of the
Bais Hamikdash, it is important to impress upon ourselves (for
year round awareness) the statement of the Gemara (33 n»¥)
regarding our eating tables. Rav Yochonon and Resh Lakish
say: “When the Bais Hamikdash was standing the alter atoned
Jor each man, and now that there is no Bais Hamikdash each
person’s table atones for his sins.” Rashi explains that the
atonement is accomplished by inviting needy guests to one’s
table. The Shelah Hakadosh (1) writes: Whoever feeds a
Talmid Chacham at his table in the morning and afternoon is
considered to have brought the daily Korbon Hatamid in the
morning and afternoon. Some who don’t have this opportunity
to feed the needy at their table give a donation to tzedakah or a
pushka that goes to institutions that feed the needy ). Other
seforim stress that saying words of Torah and keeping the
relevant halachos adds to making the table like a mizbeach.

Additionally, one should remember the bitter exile by saying
“Al Naharos Bavel” at weekday meals and “Shir Hama’alos”
at Shabbos/Yom Tov meals 3. The third beracha of bentching
is about rebuilding Yerushalayim and the Bais Hamikdash. The
washing before a meal is likened to the Kohanim washing in
the Bais Hamikdash before they worked on the Korbonos @.
Salt. The poskim stress that there are two independent halachos
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has a claim to this holy land. Thus, says Rashi, the Torah
writes: "0999an" - “(The land) shall fall to you.” The angels
of the seven nations that had previously occupied the land
have fallen and lost any future claims to Eretz Yisroel.

sobreS e e

regarding placing salt on one’s table at a meal. 1) We should dip
our bread into salt. 2) We should have salt on the table till the
meal and bentching are over. Both of these halachos are
connected to the concept that our “eating” table is likened to the
mizbeach on which salted korbonos were brought (5.

Dipping. The Shulchan Aruch holds that the main reason for
dipping bread into salt is to make the first piece eaten especially
tasty which adds honor to the beracha of Hamotze. Therefore,
our tasty bread doesn’t need dipping in salt. However, the
RM’A adds that one should always bring salt to the table to
make it like an altar, and salt on a table accomplishes some
mystical protective power. The Mishna Berura () writes that
one should not just have salt there, but should actually dip the
first bite of bread into salt and even mentions the custom of the
Mekubalim to dip that first piece 3 times in salt before eating.

In order to minimize the time break (poan) between washing

and beracha, and beracha and eating, the salt should be on the
table before washing, and sprinkled out when necessary before
saying the beracha (7). If, however, this was not done and one
realized it after the beracha, he is allowed to get or even ask for
salt since this is a need for what he is doing ).
Salton Table. Since the poskim ©) say there is an independent
idea of having salt on the table apart from the dipping, it would
seem to this writer that if one has a proper meal without bread,
which is very common now, one should have salt on the table.

91 N5¥N DYYTP (2) 2:9P NN MYNa XN (1)
(5) 73 97 )NDYUN NWITP (4) NN N2 YN (3) D
NIOP NN (7) ADI0P 192 MIYN (6) NI0P NN
AAOP NI MYN (9) 10V (8)

Rabbeinu Azarya Figo ZT”’L (Bina L’itim) would say:

“A person who is innocent before G-d and at peace with his conscience will ultimately be found guiltless by his
fellow man, as the posuk states: ‘You shall be guiltless from Hashem, and from Yisroel.” (33-25) If one does
experience occasional difficulties, they will only be temporary. By contrast, a person who strives to be innocent
only in the eyes of man and not in the eyes of Hashem; he will eventually end up being a hypocrite.”

R’ Eliezer Papo ZT”’L (Pele Yoatz) would say:

“Suffering because of material matters is similar to the child who built a twig and straw house and had much fun
playing with it, until someone came along and broke it. The child cried and complained bitterly to his father. The
child felt his father should hurt the person for his crime. But the father remained calm because he was aware his child
was overreacting. From the child’s perspective what happened was a major tragedy, but the father realized there was
no great loss. Similarly, when material matters do not go the way you wish, do not overexaggerate their importance.”

A Wise Man would say:

“What is the definition of a friend? Your friend is the person who knows all about you - and still likes you.”
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In 1974, Rabbi Asher Wade, a U.S. Army chaplain, befriended a Jewish American officer named Stuart. Cadet Stuart
did not strike him as being the religious type and so Rabbi Wade was surprised one day to see Stuart wearing a yarmulke
on his head. Upon questioning Stuart’s reasons for donning this unconventional attire, Stuart told Rabbi Wade the
fascinatingstorybehindit.

Aspartof their training and first year studies, cadets were enrolled in a course called, “History of Military Tactics and
Field Strategies,” taught be a Three Star Lieutenant General with a Ph.D. in military strategy. The course surveyed the
major battles in history, and detailed many of the tactics employed to defeat the enemy. These battles included those of
the Ptolemies, the Romans, the Middle Ages, down tothe latest battles of our modern era.

During the final two weeks of the course, which were devoted to reviewing the material, Cadet Stuart raised his hand
with a question. “Sir, we have discussed so many various wars and battles, yet, not once did we survey any of the battles
fought by the Jews, either of ancient times (Roman-Jewish wars) or of modern times (Arab-Israeli wars)? It would seem
that those wars would giveus much tolearn from.”

Cadet Stuart was surprised and dismayed by the General’sreaction. “The normallyfriendly general snapped back with
an order for me to see him in his office after class,” he remembered. It was most unlike him to react this way and Stuart
was apprehensiveas he later approached the general’s office. Stuart knocked and was ordered toenter, close and lock the
door. He did so with mounting concern, which was further heightened when the general began by informing him thathe
would onlyanswer the question he had posed earlier, in the privacy of his office.

“Do not think that the staff here at West Point has left the Jewish wars unnoticed?” asked the general sharply. “As a
matter of fact, we have examined and analyzed each and every war, battle and military combat, however, we have made
the decision not to teach them here at West Point. You see, according to military strategy and textbook tactics, the Jews
should have lost in almost every instance. The Jews should have been swept into the dustbin of history long ago. But
they werenot. Theywon those wars against all odds and against all military strategies and logic.

“This past year, we hired a new junior instructor. During a private staff meeting, the Arab-Israeli wars came under
discussion. We puzzled at how the Jews won those wars. Suddenly, this junior instructor chirped up and jokingly said,
‘Honorable gentlemen. It seems to be quite obvious how they are winning their wars: G-d is winning their wars!” You
know what? Nobody laughed. The reason is, soldier, that it seems to be an unwritten rule around here at West Point that
G-disreally winning your wars, even though G-d does not fitinto any of our military textbooks!”

The general stopped speaking and with a curt, “Soldier, you are dismissed,” the interview was over.

“Ileft the general’s office in haste,” recalled Stuart, “IT had never been so humiliated in my life. I felt about two inches
tall. But it wasn’t because of how he spoke to me. It was because I saw the unique irony of the situation. Wouldn’t you
know it, that I would have to come all the way to West Point just to find out how great my G-d is from a non-practicing
PresbyterianThreeStargeneral!”

Cadet Stuart finished his story to Rabbi Wade with the following: “I went right back to my dorm room, and dug down

in my sock drawer to find that ‘flap of cloth’ that I threw on myhead once a year. I said tomyself: This thing is going on
myhead, because I found, in essence, whoI was and where I came from.”
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Swn: The gemara (X8 7m0 relates the following: People
from the Land of Africa came before Alexander Mokdon
(Alexander the Great) after he had conquered most of the
civilized world, and claimed that the Land of Israel really
belongs to them and not to the Jewish People. They even
brought proof from the Torah that the land is referred to as
“Eretz Canaan” and Canaan was their original ancestor.
The Sages of Israel sent a wise man, Gviha ben Psisa, to
answer on their behalf. He came before Alexander and
began, “From where do they bring their proof that the land

belongs to them? From our Torah? Well, in that case, I too,
will bring proof from our holy Torah.”

The wise man stood humbly and continued. “The Torah
states very explicitly who their ancestor Canaan was: MWW’
(10-V TPYNI) "PAND TP OYTAY TAY WID - “Cursed is Canaan,
a servant of servants he will be to his brothers.” Now, to
whom does a servant’s possessions belong? To his master!
And not only that, but for all these years, the servants have
neglected their duties and in fact owe it to their master!”

Alexander Mokdon nodded in agreement and ordered the
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Rashi remarks that the words "o8 MLNYIY" - “From
all the tribes of Yisroel,” are specifically used to include
Shevet Levi, since this tribe is sometimes excluded from
the count of the tribes with regard to other areas. Several
meforshim find this comment problematic, for if so, then
the total should have come to 13,000 soldiers for all
thirteen tribes, yet the very next posuk states, “Out of the
thousandsofYisroel.... twelvethousandarmedtroops.”

The Imrei Emes, R’ Avrohom Mordechai Alter ZT’L.
resolves this by first quoting the comment of Rashi on the
words "NaNNaONDIO' - “Andthey weredeliveredfrom
the thousands of Yisroel”: “To informyou of the praise of
the shepherds (leaders) of Yisroel, howbelovedthey are in
the eyes of Yisroel. Before they heard of the impending
death of Moshe Rabbeinu, what does he say: ‘Before long
they will stone me.’ (1-v V) The instant they heard that
his death depended on the battle of vengeance against
Midian they did not want to go out, until they had to be
delivered(mom)overagainsttheirwill.”

What is important to realize, says the Imrei Emes, is that
Rashi is referring to the other twelve tribes and not Shevet
Levi. For in praise of the tribe of Levi, who previously did
not shrink from punishing their idolatrous relatives after
the sin of the Golden Calf, they were able to forget their
loved ones in order to execute the Divine Will. Here too,
even though they knew that the death of their beloved
leader depended on this war, Shevet Levi nevertheless
went out willinglyto fulfill the command of the Almighty.

Thus, there is no contradiction here. The total number of
soldiers was, in fact, thirteen thousand, but of these only
twelve thousand were ‘“handed over,” for the other
thousandfrom ShevetLeviwentforth willingly.

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
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TORAH GEMS

oMby AT RNAN Rnaa T YR
G-H YT R RN TON TN

The tribe of Menashe, counting men, women, and children
under twenty, probably numbered well over one hundred
fifty thousand. Shevet Menashe had received a very large
allotment of land in the area outside of Eretz Yisroel. Yet
they were nevertheless concerned that if five young women
marry out of the shevet, the tribal land would be diminished.
Moshe conveyed a Divine wish, which was a
“recommendation” (5P XM NX12 - N0 YY) that the
daughters of Tzelafchad marry within the tribe.

Our ancestors were concerned about a portion of land
which, if lost, they saw as a threat to the integrity of the tribe.
How noble! What would they say, asks Rabbi Dr.
Abraham J. Twerski Shlit’a, if they observed our
indifference to intermarriage, whereby hundreds of
thousands of Jews are being lost to our nation? It has been
calculated that the number of Jews lost to the Jewish faith
through intermarriage far exceeds the number exterminated
by the Germans in the death camps, yet what they failed to
accomplish with their nefarious plans, we allow to occur
with a relative lack of concern. We rise to the challenge of
saving Soviet Jewry, while allowing the hemorrhage of our
nation to occur. Is a holocaust any less devastating if it
occurs from within rather than from an external source?

Perhaps it is too critical to compare ourselves today to
the tribe of Menashe, which was, after all, protecting their
tribal assets. Perhaps we too would react with equal vigor if
some foreign entity attempted to appropriate our property.
But if we are indifferent to intermarriage, is it because it is
only human souls that we are losing, rather than property?
Can we be so jaded to our present day dilemma that we do
not take the time nor make the requisite effort to help our
brethren in need? One can only hope this is NOT the case!
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Al year long we are busy.We have our schedules to keep and our lives are set up to (hopefully!) run in an orderly manner.
As a result, it doesn’t leave us too much time to think about the Churban Habayis, the destruction of the Bais Hamikdash.
But now that the period of "©80n 2" - “Between the Straits” (based on the posuk [>-N"N]: “All her oppressors have
overtaken her within the straits”) is upon us, there is a lot to contemplate. This entire period is a time of mourning. Just as
Pesach is a time of freedom, Sukkos is a time of joy, and Chanukah is a time of miracles - NOW is a time of mourning!

Chazal tell us: It is appropriate for every Yirei Shomayim, G-d fearing Jew, to mourn over Yerushalayim. Why only a Yirei
Shomayim? Why not every Jew at every level of observance? Because one who is not G-d fearing should first mourn over
himself! He should cry over his lack of spirituality, his inability to connect with his Creator, and his aimless existence. He
may be a religious “robot” keeping all the laws of Torah, but without Fear of Heaven he is completely missing the point!

The purpose of life for a Jew is closeness to Hashem. THIS is what we are missing with the Churban. THIS is what we
are meant to mourn. If we are so removed from holiness, Ruchniyus, true ©poN 1199 .... then we should mourn for
ourselves. We should cry out to Hashem and say: “Aibishter, there is nothing more important to me than being close to You.
I'want to feel Your love, experience true Ruchniyus, and know real happiness. Hashem, please bring me Home!!”

‘With sincere prayers and tears of longing, may we rebuild the Bais HaMikdash speedily and in our days.




