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) 5 Dvar Halachah from Rav Boruch Hirschfeld Shlit'a ongoing in its performance, i.e. wearing the talis
VIR Y70 18 NN r ok LAWS OF WHEN TO MAKE A BERACHA  and tefilin, sitting in the sukkah. In such a case, one
’b:ﬂ jﬁ ] n ok 3 (a-ai) '5§5 146001 gao zf‘:lééé L is permitted to make the beracha afterwards (s).
’ We learn from this posuk the din of Ua0Ta 16" Exceptions: A 4&g4 is said following the Mitzva
A Torah Tevlin Publication e s s "ll'l.jéél:'f)‘l paio T&éio ‘é@é’l\;. when per.forming. a In t_he morning, when _washing 1888 tiéed before
34 Mariner Way Monsey, NY 10952 mztzvah,. the beracha is recited immediately prior davening, the beracha is made afterwards, since
to the mitzvah (:& T¢A0), as opposed to well before  one's hands are unclean beforehand. The best time
%% | () or even right after performing the mitzvah ). to say this beracha is after one is clean, dressed,
Exactly when to recite the Berachah ready to daven, and right after washing his hands
(;\I Uéé u uﬁﬁ uéé_ uéu kkk ‘ .The aéga on a falis should 1’10?[ be said until after ©. Some wait to say 1t \‘)vhen ﬂ’}?}/ go to shul (10).
it is unfolded and held up in position ready to wrap Once one davens &gU0 &¥%TU by shachris,
Shabbos Parshas \\/(HIYES]hﬂlal(C]hl sk | oneself ¢). The déga on the & TU 1€1€0U - Hand however, he can no longer make this 4604 (11).
December 13, 2007 - énﬁu l:l O\I ﬁe g||é Teﬁlil’l, should not be recited only a.lfter the tefilin is When washing for bread, ?‘l,)f{'aCha is said after
» =03 sk | 0 place on the arm, about to be tightened ). The  washing, before drying (12). 840684, one can still say
12:14 - (40 / AVABA AGHT  (Monsey, NY)  4:10 - G40 Gdgd (=1 a6ga on the Uag 101 110U - Head Tefilin, should it before he makes the 2604T4 aéat .
4-28 - GALIA 'é' TO HOB e 4:28 - GAL 420 10 A06-U ¢ sk not be said until gfter the teﬁ{m. is just z}k?ouj[ in its Some poskim hold that. a woman's beracha on
448164 UAS . S A~ SN L e proper place requiring only minimal positioning ).  the Shabbos candles constitutes her acceptance of
5:18 - aéo0T / ! a Ei ? a LE?O ~~~~~~ 856 _\a" I/O I ,l:I‘U, ?g— I Iﬁ When eating Maror on Pesach night, the &86a  Shabbos. Thus, she must first light, cover her eyes
5:40 - TU d%as G&UT /8"a6  ~~~~~ 9:32 - a"gad/0Tu Uatp~ e %% |is recited once it has been already dipped in with her hands as she recites the 4694, then
charoses, and is now fully ready to eat ). uncover her eyes and gaze at the candles with
’1 ,b” m”’” Kok One should pOSitiOl’l a mezuzah in its place, ready pleasure 15). On Yom Tov, a woman (and a man
to firmly affix, before making the beracha (. who lights) lights first and then makes the beracha
sksksk If a mitzvah was done without the beracha, one a6). If she mistakenly made the beracha before
a = cannot say it anymore, unless it is a mitzvah that is lighting, she may still light.any
12 s s S B Ta A B a0 3ca Gekegend s Al ond | e | oAU L S B SO S M R
ami ao+ agaé é"é}‘ae?\l'u aca al ieeaualTégg - daié guo dca Uaa 1"z UpaTa fq ae'ugd ok sk eeesdININ NPT NN
aea fangéu eau alda Tu a+1cA Ud+Ta Uéa addd ai a4 1ué al U 6004 1003 4aé01a &006 ?a0éa Teéa askaa
mal g0 €"0 aia 7iETéda 1u év‘lgé a+id 038Ta aTu ¥écaT aoélu a+06 Ud0d EE1d 46060 auo
11383 Tafda 4+06 T0 Tu a4 Téeaua 16 UTadd Téu+T adaid .1"eéo Téu aea aiooa ,aeari aazeaegu %k k
630 A1d0 aéa aiu ETéA Gide 4001 dcaua  TUT Asficd anéa Akd a+dal Te0alk eea 11404 R' Itzele Blazer (Peterburger) ZT"L would say:
A0=T gé0Ud ,oca aid aeficd auga aaea +g AI6TTA A%A ATU égd 44604 4100 ada é‘u]éé_u UgOT 600888 | s "The sin of Bitul Torah is so much more serious than any other sin, that even a wicked person
AufaTeta akas  ,ae+a e+iu "éeéié guo aga 'a éd0a uiied auea standing before the Heavenly Tribunal will grasp at any other excuse for not having devoted himself to
Ug0l d+Ccd aTid 2eficd UTad aéa TéeAUAT dcad Torah! How can we not be terrified when we think about this?"
(12 4606k Takao 816 A6aa Goad 1aa0é itetia ead 2070 atiéa ai asean |
(48-81) "84 464 VA1 4414 170 441 a g"iTaa ,A0164T 18244 &1 0eoT aia R Menachem Mendel of Slutzk ZT"L would say: .
03 BT CH g4 134T0 62 (a Giad) 'Téé Ala AT 600T 1"2C 20TA 4T 0336 pada Aa61a 14+ 'fa | k% "If I were a member of the Heavenly Tribunal, I would not grant the Beis Halevi a reward in the next
'ajl a0de aia kA aec ialas gTiaa ié |u6ae 7'|'éTé6é it é+ica éééﬁ Uiail ua=Ta uééa aéae world for his performance of mitzvos! He does deserve reward for the superhuman effort that he puts in
T614+0 Ti38U ATIT - "gU0 Té0U 4+06 604 a6aéd”  TI3a8U TTed auol aiclua ai 1éTéda a—aaa TaUT | sk | to achieve such an intense level of Yiras Shomayim, but not for being uncapable of sin after having
ua‘lé aalé Oa 4éUé" Té6+T éda &T aia uc;ae |aea|ea . ana ua(;t,)gé}) 'I'L‘Jél]\é\ ,g l:lAI ,eo aa(;uua reached that level!"
aanea aéio a10Ta daa TU G00T 1alau &TIT ?"aa 6féé 0d scai daclued ... 4al Ta Uata .iachuua
1760 470 46U dicaE AT iEéE0 |e(|;e6au (%‘Iéé ééU() foeas ."ééguué% icgd | *** | R'Raphael of Emden ZT"L would say:
G4 60T 'Fia 1”08 AA%0 ROTU ¢"iTAa auéh T aegea aea aaa A" JTE 40434 A1 aéa "What lies behind us and what lies before us are tiny matters compared to what lies within us!"
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yeshivos survived and flourished until the Holocaust.
concluded the lawyer in awe, "I realized that this was no

"When I saw this with my own eyes,"

ordinary man. We truly see the extent to which a wise man can anticipate the shifting tides of history."

TORAH GEMS
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The entire dialogue between Yaakov Avinu and
the 400 10 gU - Guardian Angel of Esav, seems a
bit bizarre. Did the angel really have to ask Yaakov
what his name was - as if he didn't know? And his
response, "Not Yaakov, shall you be called
anymore, but rather Yisroel will be your name,"”
appears to be a strange way of saying, "Your name
shall be Yisroel"?

From here we can discern, says R' Shmuel
Yaakov Roth ZT"L, the correct manner in which
one comes to a Rov or Rebbe to ask for a blessing.
As is the case when bringing a kvittel to a
Chassidishe Rebbe or a Sephardic Chacham, one
writes his name followed by his mother's name on
a paper with his request, and in this manner is the
kvittel delivered to the rebbe. This minhag can
possibly be traced to the words of the Sar Shel
Esav. When Yaakov held on to the angel and
would not let him go, "é0UEg4 Ta 68" - "Unless you
bless me," he seized upon this opportunity to
receive a blessing from a Té+1a éAiT - An Angel of
G-d - obviously not an everyday occurrence. The
angel, not having much of a choice, acquiesced
and asked for his name. "Yaakov" was the terse
reply. To this, the angel of Esav responded, "In
order to bless you, I need your name and your
mother's name. Your name 'Yaakov' alone is not
correct; you must be called 'Yisroel' to receive my
blessing." The gematria of 'Yisroel' is 541 - equal
to the name "a+ag 14 4+0¢". Thus, Bnei Yisroel are
always prepared to receive blessings from on high,
since the name itself - Tagué &4 - evinces our
patriarch Yaakov, son of his mother Rivkah, which
is the correct way to request a blessing.

(26-a1)TUdca daTeé gua ... Té11ca 10 3aa 4+06 604

To what extent can a whole community be held
responsible for the crime of a few? Ostensibly, the
the actions of Shimon and Levi seem extreme -
wiping out all the male inhabitants of the city of
Shechem after the abduction of their sister, Dina,
by the prince of the region.

R' Meir Leibish Malbim ZT"L explains why
the sons of Yaakov were justified. Shechem, the
prince, had abducted Dina and the people of the
city had not meted out the judgment due to him,
i.e. the death penalty. According to the Ramba"m
a ¢l T4 - a non-Jew, is punished with death for
violating any one of the Seven Commandments
which non-Jews must observe. Kidnapping is one
of them. Therefore, the people of the city were held
accountable for the wrong-doing of one individual
and collective punishment was meted out.

This idea is supported by the Ramba"m (2€14)
(3-0 44300. He states there are 24 categories of
action that prevent a person from doing Teshuvah.
Included in these is a situation where it is possible
to stop someone from sinning - whether it be an
individual or a group of people - and one does not
protest but leaves them to their downfall. This is
counted as if he had carried out the act himself!
This is the responsibility of society as a whole to
behave in a morally correct manner. If it fails in this
task, then it must assume the full consequences.

Thus, the rationale of Shimon and Levi was to
hold the whole population accountable for the
deeds of their leader. They remained silent when
they should have punished Shechem. This is our
moral duty in today's society, whether as teachers,
parents or just human beings.
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A non-religious lawyer was very outspoken in his praise and unbounded respect and admiration for
R' Meir Simcha Hakohen ZT"L, of Dvinsk. It was unusual to see such effusiveness from this man,
especially for a religious rabbi and an observant Torah Jew. The lawyer was once asked what had made
such a strong impression on him, and he responded with the following story:

During World War I, a committee was organized to care for Jewish refugees who were fleeing from
the battlefront into the depths of Russia. This committee was convened in St. Petersburg and decided,
among other things, to try to rescue the Sifrei Torah from those areas where the fighting was fiercest.
Soldiers on both sides shared a hatred for Jews, and whichever side conquered a town often made the
desecration of the local synagogue their first priority. Therefore, the committee sought to gather all the
Sifrei Torah in a central location in St. Petersburg. This way, it would be safer and easier to keep track of
all the seforim and avoid a catastrophic loss and desecration.

The committee decided to approach R' Meir Simcha for approval. Without the backing of the author
of the world-renowned Ohr Sameach, who even as a young man of 25 was already considered one of the
greatest scholars of the generation and was greatly respected by all segments of Russian Jewry, there was
little likelihood of communities relinquishing their Sifiei Torah. To the committee’s surprise, however, R'
Meir Simcha did not approve the plan. The committee members could not understand how ordinary
people like themselves could be so eager to protect the Sifrei Torah while the gadol hador was not
equally concerned. They questioned him about his reluctance to grant approval to their plan.

R' Meir Simcha explained his objection: "We Jews have a long history in these matters. Our holy
father Yaakov Avinu taught us the foolishness of such a strategy. His preparations before meeting his
brother Esav, and the division of his camp, teaches us a profound lesson: Experience belies the need to
never become too concentrated in one place, so that if one area comes under attack another one will
always be spared. Chazal tell us that for this reason, ‘Hashem did a favor for Yisroel when he scattered
them among the nations’ (80 T6ch0). It would be foolhardy for us not to heed the words of Chazal and
follow the example of Yaakov Avinu."

In the end, R' Meir Simcha's words proved to be prophetic. St. Petersburg, indeed, fell into the hands
of the Communists, who closed the Batei Midrashim and confiscated all the Sifrei Torah they found.
After the war, however, the cities from which the committee wished to remove the Sifrei Torah came
under Polish rule, and it was there that the communities of Torah and some of the great European
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