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Swn): The Medrash makes it very clear: “Why is the section
dealing with the spies juxtaposed with the section dealing
with Miriam? Because she was punished over matters of
slander, for speaking against her brother (Moshe), and these
wicked people witnessed it, but did not learn their lesson.” It is

incredible to think that the horrific consequences of the sin of
the Meraglim (spies) all came about because these people did
not recognize the importance of refraining from Lashon Hara.
How careful must we be on a daily basis so that we don’t say
or hear gvil slander - how terrible the consequences can be!

A SERIES IN HALACHA -&w\vmj

LIVING A "TORAH" DAY
"9 4305 1 o - The Greatest Mltzvah of All (31)
Summer and Vacationing. With the Summer heat setting in
and vacation/camping season around the corner, it is appropriate
to review some of the halachos and conduct pertaining to
Talmud Torah during this season. These concepts apply both to
those who are “full-time” learners (Yeshivah bochurim, Kollel
Yungerleit) as well as individuals who are "nmmd ony yay”
(designate time for learning) on a daily basis. However, before
we do so, it is quite worthwhile to gain the perspective of the
Torah and Chazal, with regard to vacationing, in order for us to
know how to do it right, and ensure that it becomes part and
parcel of our Avodas Hashem - and not v allow it to contradict
or break our normal level of Avodas Hashem. To do this we
have to internalize a number of statements of Chazal. Even
though there were great Torah leaders of past generations, such
as the Maharsha, who came out against any break for ©y»n ya
(between terms) for those who are full-time learners (1), it would
seem that our weaker generations have been guided by other
sources that instruct us to do it in a positive way.

Making Vacation into a Mitzvah. The idea of changing one’s
strenuous schedule from time to time to easier activities, to
replenish his energy and refresh himself, is a bona-fide Torah
activity (N9n yyw» - "1 oo 0 ). The Gemara @) tells about
Rav Zeira who, when tired and worn out from his strenuous
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learning, would perform easier mitzvah activities. If a person has
in mind to use his vacation with the same intention as Rav Zeira,
he is surely doing a mitzvah. The Sefer 'pin o0 TN OWH NN
explains the Gemara 3) (our daily “Thank You” for being even
part-time learners) to mean that when one eases up on his
learning schedule in order to do things that enable him to learn
further, he is considered in the eyes of the Torah as if he learned
the whole time and is so rewarded. Thus, our proper intentions,
with consistent, appropriate conduct, all turn into true Avodas
Hashem, as stated in Shulchan Aruch @).
Exercise During Vacation. There are many sources that seem
to encourage proper exercise, especially by walking, as an
appropriate activity which helps Torah learning. The Rambam
(5 writes that maintaining a healthy body leads to spiritual health.
The Mishna Berura () says that one should do all that is
necessary to keep himself healthy and strong to serve Hashem.
The Rashbatz in his sefer Magen Avos (7) writes that when one
is a bit weak from learning Torah, he should strengthen himself
by walking, and while doing so, he should have in mind to
strengthen his learning, thereby fulfilling the dictum of the
Mishna: "©nw WO v Puyn 97" @). It seems both from the
Talmud Bavli (Beitza 29a-fourth last line, Taanis 20a-last line)
and Yerushalmi (Berachos 38a line 6, Kelayim 43a line 24) that
the Amoraim would walk (p9»on) for exercise.
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R’ Boruch Mordechai Epstein z¢”’I (Quoted in M’Otzrainu Hayashan) would say:

N0V (3) N M2 (2) V7P NIY N'WINND Y (1)
NP 2" (6) N YT DN 0"2p7 (5) N9 NN (4)
OV (8) M3 MAN PI9 VY (7)

“TNN WIND TN OYN NN NNNY - Chazal tell us that when an individual sins, his punishment is delayed until after his
third sin. When a group of people sin together, Hashem pushes off the punishment until after the fourth sin. By the sin
of the Meraglim (spies), Hashem wished to annihilate the entire Nation right then - however, it was only their third sin.
First was the Golden Calf, second was the ‘complainers’ (©Mxnn) and now the spies. Moshe asked Hashem, ‘The
Nation deserves another chance. It is only their third sin. Why should You kill them all out "1nx ¥X>' - like an individual
person, who only gets three chances? This is an entire nation and they should have at least one more chance!””

R’ Aharon Yaakov Greenberg z¢”’l (Iturei Torah in the name of Sefer Toldos Ephraim) would say:
“OMINK DO DNN YN DIPY MINNY D22 NN INNN XY - Rashi quotes the Medrash Tanchuma: ‘The heart and eyes

are the spies for the body...

the eye sees, the heart covets and the body commits the transgression.” The posuk seems to

indicate the opposite: First one follows his heart and then his eyes. Why does Rashi put the eyes first? Because the
heart cannot begin to feel any sort of tug or pull unless the eyes see something it wants first. If the eyes do not see
anything, the heart will not begin to covet on its own. A person must be careful at what he sets his eyes on.”

A Wise Man would say:

“We all live under the same big sky but we do not all have the same horizon.”
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The Gemara (33 09 cites the Biblical source for the requirement of ten men to complete a minyan. Moshe Rabbeinu
sent spies to scout out the Land of Canaan. Ten of them returned and issued a report concluding that it was not a
conquerable land. Hashem was disappointed with their lack of faith in His abilities and tells Moshe and Aharon: “How
long will this evil ‘assembly’ provoke to complain against Me?” From here it is deduced that an “assembly” (n71y) is
comprised of ten men. In Parshas Kedoshim (15-2), the posuk states: “I shall be sanctified among (Tv2) the children of
Israel.” We explain the word ‘among’ here by reference to its use in another place: “Separate yourselves from ‘among’
this assembly.” (X2-v0 72712) Since the term “assembly” in our posuk refers to the ten spies, so too, the former posuk,
“You shall be holy” refers to an “assembly” - in other words a “minyan” - of ten.

The following story took place a number of years ago in a kollel located somewhere in the United States. As a way to
encourage his avreichim to be extra diligent in their studies, the Rosh Kollel came up with an unusual incentive that he
knew they would just love. He made an agreement with a local toy manufacturing company (whose owner was a close
friend and Torah-loving Jew) to reward his most diligent avreich with an original gift. One day, the Rosh Kollel made an
announcement to the entire kollel: “Whoever is chosen as the most diligent in learning throughout the entire zman
(semester) will be permitted to enter a toy warehouse for 10 minutes and take whatever he wishes for his children.”

At the end of the zman, one avreich was chosen for his extreme diligence and, needless to say, his children were thrilled
to pieces! For days, they came up with lists of toys they wished to enjoy and their father assured them that he would do his
best to get what he could. One the chosen day, the father went to the toy warehouse to receive his reward.

The owner of the company warmly welcomed him. He hugged and kissed him, and expressed his great respect for
Torah scholars. He then gave him his long-awaited permission to enter the warehouse and take whatever he desired.

The Rosh Kollel stood to the side and watched as the avreich approached the warehouse shelves and chose the toys to
bring home to his children. Some of the merchandise was quite heavy, and the avreich couldn’t carry everything at once.
He continuously went back and forth from the shelves to the location where he piled up the toys. This was tiring work but
the avreich knew that his children were waiting for him with great anticipation and he persevered. He filled one box, then
another. One minute passed, then the next ... until soon five minutes had expired ... and shortly thereafter all ten minutes were
gone! The father was covered in sweat and breathing heavily, having made a tremendous effort in the time allotted to him. All
in all, he filled eighteen boxes with toys that he had joyfully selected for his children, who were waiting for him at home.

The Rosh Kollel smiled as the ten minutes passed. It was a nice gesture and this yungerman surely earned it. He turned
to the factory owner to thank him for his generous cooperation. The owner, however, looked at him and declared, “To tell
you the truth, I was surprised that your smart and intelligent avreich didn’t use every opportunity presented to him. True,
he left the store with 18 boxes filled with toys, but had he thought about it, he could have left with much more!”

The Rosh Kollel asked him what he meant and the man replied, “In the factory, there’s a lift-truck used to move
merchandise in bulk. If he had asked me, I would have let him use it to bring the toys to his boxes. He could have taken a
much greater amount of toys, and in the space of ten minutes he could have cleaned out the shelves!. I was wondering why
he did not do that. Instead, he took toys in his arms, one by one, leaving with ‘only’ 18 boxes of toys!”

Chacham Rabbi David Pinto shlit’a explains that this story illustrates the immense difference between an individual
prayer and one said with a minyan. In fact, while an individual who prays alone is only supported by his own merits, ten
Jews who pray together are using a “lift-truck’ approach, in other words, the merit of all who pray together are attributed
to each person individually. As such, the benefits to each person in the,minyan increase substantially.
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S5tn: When R’ Sholom Ber Schneersohn z¢#”l (Rebbe After he quieted down, the boy approached his father, R’

(Hevrat Pinto-Vayera)

Rashab), was a child of four years old, his mother,
Rebbetzin Rivkah, ordered a new garment for herself from a
tailor. The tailor, thinking that no one would miss the leftover
fabric, conveniently stuffed it in his pocket, inadvertently,
leaving a piece sticking out. Innocently, the child went over
to the tailor and pulled out the piece of fabric.

The tailor became embarrassed and apologized
profusely. After he left, Rebbetzin Rivkah rebuked her son
for embarrassing the tailor. The child began to cry bitterly
for he didn’t realize the consequence of his act.

Shmuel Schneersohn zt”’l (Rebbe Maharash), to ask for a
course of repentance for the sin of having embarrassed
another person. His father asked him why he needed to
know and who had he embarrassed? The boy answered that
he simply wanted to know and refused to divulge any more.
When his mother heard how her young child refused to
discuss it with his venerated father, she asked her son why he
didn’t tell his father, the Rebbe, the whole story. The child
answered, “Isn’t it enough that I embarrassed someone;
should I now add to it the sin of lashon hara, as well?”
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Moshe Rabbeinu instructed the messengers to scout out the land and check: “Are there any trees in it or not?” Rashi
quotes the Gemara (0 2"1) that this does not refer to an actual tree. Rather, Moshe instructed them to see if there was an
"D OTN" - a special person, in whose merit they will be protected. The question is, if this is the meaning of the word "\y",
how do we reconcile the end of the posuk, in which Moshe Rabbeinu instructed them: “Take from the fruit (n91) of the
land”? If it’s not a real tree, how can they take fruit? Furthermore, how can these Meraglim determine who is a "w>"
worthy of protecting them if a "w>" is one who hides his greatness? How will they know? The Satmar Rov z¢”’I once said,
in response, that since the Torah says, "NTWn XY DTNN " - a person is compared to a tree of the field, therefore, by looking
at the fruit, the children, of a person, one can be assured that his traits are incorporated into his children, for children mirror
their parents’ essence. Thus, Moshe Rabbeinu said, “Look at the fruit of the trees in the land” - look at the righteous person,
the "> 0TX" whose lifestyle is emulated by his children and his followers. If they show signs of decency, of being good
people who do the right things, then you will find the Adam Kasher that has the power to protect them.

My machshava here is based on a question I once asked at the yahrtzeit of my dear father in law, z”/, which happens to be
this week: Why, on Shavuos, which is the Rosh Hashana of fruit, do we not exhibit all the various fruit we eat and instead, we
adorn our shuls and homes with trees and flowers; while on Tu B’shvat, which is the Rosh Hashana of trees, we do not put out
trees, but serve and display all the beautiful fruit? The answer is allegorical. In order to have beautiful fruit - i.e. beautiful
children - we have to have special parents and grandparents to merit such children and einekelach by showing us the way to
live our lives. The biggest attrifpute and beracha of trees - and ancestors - is the beautiful fruit that it produces.

it aﬂm “?ﬂfm A people the truth - to convince them about the Promised Land?

Robw  yenws TTRIT MR RIS . . “
(-T) QT2 PP PN DN DT P MY 12 255 3 12 g™ Some explain that it was shock value. Such a violent
reaction would cause people to pause and come to their senses.

When the ten spies gave their negative report, the Jews

believed their cynical words and “forgot” how Hashem did
miracles and wonders in Egypt to bring that mighty nation to
its knees. Yehoshua and Kalev, however, countered the
words of the other spies and protested that the land was
exceedingly good and if Hashem was on their side, they
could take it. But before they made their case, they did
something unusual - they tore their garments in mourning.

The Ohr HaChayim explains that since they had seen the
land with their own eyes, they were more acutely disturbed
by the reaction of the people to the negative report their
companions had brought back. They were shocked at how
this wonderful land was disdained by their brethren.

What is interesting is why they tore their clothing in the
middle of the argument, and not after they realized that all
was lost. Why tear them when they were still trying to tell

But perhaps, the tearing was not to drive home their point, but
rather to lay bare that they were simply two men revealing
what they saw. They had no ulterior motives, no hidden
agendas, and no reason to push their point. Just as Moshe’s
speech impediment went away when he spoke words of
Torah, for their own truth shone forth, Yehoshua and Kalev did
not need to be dressed imposingly to prove the value of their
words. On the contrary, by showing that they were not trying
to impress the people, the truth could stand out on its own.

There is always a hint of doubt to truth. Hashem does that
to give people free will to choose. However, when something
seems so perfect, so iron-clad that it cannot be argued with, it
is most often a falsehood. This was the challenge of the spies.
They made a case that was very convincing and they backed
it up with proof. The only problem was - it was a lie.
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There are two reasons why some men discourage their wives from baking challah every week: 1. They don’t want to
“overwork” them too hard. 2. They don’t want to put any bakeries out of business! (A third possibility we won’t discuss is
that she does not know how to bake!) However, what these men do not realize is that the mifzvah of separating a piece of
dough, raising it up and making a beracha, is one of the three special mitzvos that were specifically given to women. If so,
why would any man want to deprive his wife of fulfilling this mitzvah - which was specifically given to her?

Okay, but let’s dig deeper. What does "non nwnan” (separating challah) have to do with women? The answer is ... A LOT!
One may say that it defines the very essence of a Jewish woman! The mitzvah of challah is the idea that one can take a
substance as physical and mundane as dough, lift up a piece, make a beracha, and it is transformed into something holy! A
woman, who is the “mainstay” of the home (for those revisionists, that doesn’t mean she must “mainly stay” at home!), is in
charge of all the everyday tasks that keep a house running efficiently. She CREATES the home! She IS the home! A woman,
is reminded with her mitzvah of challah that she has the power to take everything physical and uplift it in a spiritual sense.

The main ingredients in challah are flour and water. The flour comes from the ground and water comes from the sky.
When one kneads them together, it is an act of bridging heaven and earth, combining ruchnius and gashmius, physical and
spiritual, and creating something beautiful! This is the message of challah that speaks volumes to women: the great ability
to infuse kedushah into every physical and mundane act, thereby achieving great heights in true Avodas Hashem.




