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Rashi explains this to mean that one should not delve too deeply into
the future, but rather trust in Hashem and accept all His decisions with
love and with Temimus - literally, simple trust.

However, the Chofetz Chaim, R' Yisroel Meir Kagan ZT"L adds,
the Torah clearly writes that this applies to one's dealings with Hashem,
(whom one can trust implicitly). When it comes to dealing with one's
fellow man, though, one needs to be astute, and extremely cautious. Like
we find with Yaakov Avinu, whom the Torah describes as an »on v -
"Simple man", yet he handled his brother Esav with great cunning.

The Chofetz Chaim once received a complaint from a Torah scholar,
who tried to open a business, but subsequently lost all his money to
dishonest clients, who cheated him out of his last penny. He responded
with this very posuk. Having learnt as bochurim to go with Hashem with
Temimus, they made the bitter mistake of believing that they must deal
with their fellow men with temimus, too. That is why the Torah writes
"Be simple (trusting) with Hashem, your G-d" - but not always with your
fellow man! With him you must deal carefully and wisely.
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R' Benzion Halberstam ZT"L HY"D (Bobover Rebbe) would say:
(With reference to the eleventh, twelfth and thirteenth M52 of
Shemoneh Esrei) "What separates the 009w - Torah judges from the
D18 - Righteous? Only the ©von - tale-bearers!"

R' Elchanan Wasserman ZT"L HY"D would say:

"The reason some people do not believe in G-d, is because they
acquiesce to bribery. They are bribed by their own desires, and when a
person is bribed, he becomes blind and is incapable of seeing the truth."

R' Yonason Eibeschutz ZT"L would say:
"Chazal say that Torah scholars bring peace to the world. How so?
Because even old enemies will make peace in order to combat the rabbi!"
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claim - he had been the one to kill the deer so he should be allowed to
keep it. The lion opposed this claiming that as king of the beasts, he was
entitled, by right, to lay claim to anything he desired. The fox listened to
both sides and then ruled, "You both make valid points. Therefore, I will
divide the carcass and each of you will receive half"

"No sooner had he said this, then the fox took the deer and split it in
half - but not quite exactly in half. One side was bigger than the other.
"No problem,' said the fox, biting a chunk off the larger side and eating it.
But now he bit off too much and the other side was larger. 'T'll settle that,'
the fox responded, and again chewed off a large chunk. Well, by the time
the two sides were exactly equal, there was nothing left for the lion or the
wolf but bones."

The Apter Rov looked at the gentile who was rapt with interest. "The
same is true with your court cases. By the time the case is finally settled
and all the lawyers paid off, there's nothing left for either litigant!"
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In the first Book of Shmuel we learn that the prophet Shmuel was
angry when the Jewish people asked for a king. Why did he feel that way
- isn't this one of the Torah's commandments?

R' Menachem Mendel of Lubavitch ZT"L, the Tzemach Tzedek
explains that a Jewish king has two missions. The obvious one is to judge
the people and maintain order. But besides that, the king aids man in
recognizing his own insignificance before G-d: his "wn 90%1” - "The
nullification of matter”. How so? When the king's subjects humble
themselves before the king and he humbles himself before Hashem, those
subjects realize that they too must humble themselves before G-d. This is
why the Jewish kings, especially Dovid, were called "G-d's chariot". Just
as a chariot has no reason to exist except to serve its rider, the righteous
kings knew that they had no reason to exist except to serve Hashem.

It's true that there is a mitzvah to appoint a king. However, the time to
perform that mitzvah is only when the Jewish people need a king to carry
out the two missions described above. Ideally, however, a Jew can teach
himself the above lessons. Thus, Shmuel was not angry that they wanted a
king - he was upset that they needed a king.
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A non-jew once happened to be sitting on a train next to the holy
R' Avrohom Yehoshua of Apta ZT"L as they were travelling to a
nearby city. The non-jew recognized that a prominent Jewish rabbi was
sitting next to him and decided that he would have some fun.

"Tell me, Rabbiner," began the non-jew, as he struggled to maintain a
sincere tone of voice, "I find quite a bit of difference between the Jewish
legal system and our normal, contemporary court procedures. With us,
when there is a case involving two litigants, the trial date is set far in
advance. That way, the people have time to prepare their cases. Then,
when the case comes up for trial before a judge, each litigant is
represented by a lawyer. Even if a person loses his case, he can still
appeal it to an even higher court. But by the Jews," snickered the gentile,
"in every small village as soon as two people quarrel, they immediately
go to the Rabbi. The Rabbi hears both sides and in most cases renders his
verdict on the spot. Where's the justice? What about ensuring a fair trial?
Wouldn't you agree that our way is far superior?"

R' Avrohom Yehoshua thought for a moment. "Let me tell you a
story," he began. "A wolf once managed to kill a deer. As it started to eat
the deer, along came a lion and snatched the deer away. The wolf ran to
the fox asking him to judge the case. The wolf, of course, had a simple
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