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‘DWTJ}: The chasidah is a bird so named because it does
great kindness (chessed) with its friends. The Chiddushei
HaRim explains that the chasida’s generosity is limited to
its own circle of friends, to the exclusion of others. Such
partisan kindness is not what the Torah wishes us to practice.

A SERICS IN HALACHA
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Forgotten and Little Known Halachos and Customs (75)
Special Consideration for the Shabbos after Purim. There is
a halachah (), that every Friday afternoon one should check the
pockets of his Shabbos clothes to make sure that no objects are
left inside them which would cause one to carry outside, which
is prohibited. Even if one lives in an area that has an eruv and
carrying is permissible, he should still check to make sure that
there are no muktzah items in his pockets 2. Note: Even though
most authorities permit moving muktzah items with one’s body,
that is only when it is being moved in an unusual manner. In a
pocket which is quite normal it is prohibited @). This law is
especially relevant on the Friday after Purim. On Purim we are
supposed to wear Shabbos clothes and during the festivities,
money, checks and other mukszah items might be left in his
pockets. In some communities, it is even announced before
Friday’s Mincha that everyone should check and remove all
problematic items from their pockets.

Laining Parshas Parah. This Shabbos, we read the portion in
the Torah which discusses the laws of impurity when one comes
in contact with a corpse; the restrictions that apply to such a
person; and the way to remove this impurity. Some opinions
hold that there is a biblical obligation for each man to hear this
public reading «). The source of this obligation (as explained by
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R’ Yosef Shaul Natanson ZT”’L (Divrei Shaul) would say:

Chessed cannot be predicated on an expectation of return. A
real friend sometimes gives and sometimes takes, but never
keeps score. True kindness extends beyond one’s own circle
of family and friends - true kindness extends indiscriminately
to everyone. Otherwise ... you serve no one but yourself!
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the Steipler Gaon, R’ Y. Y. Kanievski ZT”’L), is a posuk at the
end of ymxn nv9, which obligates Rabbanim to teach people
the restrictions that bar a person who is ritually unclean from
entering certain holy places. One should not go to the Kosel
Maaravi without proper company or directions to ensure that he
does not enter a forbidden area. These restrictions apply even
now when there is no Bais Hamikdosh, and reading Parshas
Parah is a reminder to keep them.

Eating Matzah after Purim. According to the basic halachah
() it is permitted to eat matza until the morning of Erev Pesach.
On that day, it becomes forbidden so that the matza eaten that
night to fulfill the mitzvah, should be eaten with a good appetite
©). Some have a custom to extend this prohibition and do not eat
matza from the beginning of Nisan 7). Others even refrain from
Purim ). Preferably, those who keep this custom should not eat
even the “not for Passover” matzos because the newer methods
of bleaching flour do not necessarily make it chametz and their
taste is identical to the taste of real Pesach matzos ©).

Learning Preparations. After Purim, one should begin learning
the relevant laws of Pesach - n©9 'ona poxiv inn op O DwiHY
- in order to fulfill all the upcoming mitzvos properly (0. One
should also start preparing suitable Divrei Torah to say over at
the Seder and for all the Yom Tov meals.
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“Chazal tell us that Nadav and Avihu walked behind Moshe and Aharon and said to one another, ‘Oh, that these old
men should die and you and I will become the leaders of our generation.” Nadav and Avihu thought that because they were
young, they were better qualified to lead their generation. About them, our Sages use an appropriate metaphor: ‘Many an
old camel is laden with the hides of younger ones.’ (1) y77m0) In effect, this teaches us that those who think the young
ones better understand how to guide others are in error. ‘There is reason in old men’ and indeed they do know better.”

R’ Shamshon Raphael Hirsch ZT”’L would say:
1IN DY -

‘Aharon was silent.” In Tehillim (3-n9), Dovid HaMelech says,

‘For You silence is praise.” Rashi
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explains that any effort to recount all of Hashem’s attributes is useless, for they are infinite; hence ‘Silence is His
praise.’ It is the art of remaining silent practiced by him who would rather say nothing at all than deliver himself of
a rash ill-considered statement; who would listen quietly to the views of others in order to learn from them; who
does not have the urge to shine forth with his own opinions and to refuse to let others get a word in edgewise.”

Special Mazel Tov to a Special
boy, Noam Gelb, on his Bar
Mitzvah. May he grow up to
be a Tzaddik and a Source of]|
Nachas to his Parents, Eli &
Hadas, and his Grandparents|
and to all of Klal Yisroel

A Wise Man would say:
“If there’s one thing I’ ve learned, it’s this: Being kind is more important than being right!”
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A young avreich from Jerusalem fell ill and had to undergo a complex brain operation at a medical center located in
the former Yugoslavia. In order to translate from English what the medical team was saying, the father of the avreich
asked his friend R’ Yosef Rafoul Shlit’a to accompany them on their journey. Upon arrival, they immediately made an
appointment to see a top surgeon at the prestigious Institute for Neurosurgery in Belgrade, Serbia, who specialized in brain
operations of the type required by the avreich. After days of exhaustive tests, the surgeon fixed a date for the operation.

When the surgeon completed the operation and emerged from the operating theater, he addressed R’ Yosef and ordered
him to immediately purchase a large quantity of milk for the avreich’s recovery, for milk is extremely beneficial to the
healing process after major brain surgery. When he awoke from the anesthesia, R’ Yosef addressed the avreich, and joyfully
told him that with Hashem’s help the operation went well and he needed to drink a lot of milk to further his recovery.

The avreich asked whether he could get milk that was “Cholov Yisroel” - produced under Jewish supervision. He was
strict in this area, and non-Jewish milk had never passed his lips, a custom that he had no intention of changing, even
under such difficult circumstances. Needless to say, it was quite impossible to find such milk in Serbia at the time, and
therefore looking for it would be an impossible task. R’ Yosef tried to convince the avreich to change his mind. He
summoned all the teachings of the Sages with regard to the measures that one must take in order to preserve one’s life.
However, the avreich continued to insist. He told the rabbi that since drinking such milk was so important to him, surely
the Holy One blessed be He, Who heals all flesh, would help him find milk produced under Jewish supervision.

R’ Yosef walked out into the corridor, racking his brain to come up with a way to find milk produced under Jewish
supervision. Just then, he was approached by a man and woman who had just arrived from Israel. They saw R Yosef’s
kippah and were thrilled to meet a fellow Jew. “Do you speak English?”’ the woman asked him in Hebrew.

R’ Yosef said he did and the woman explained that she had recently underwent major head trauma which required a
serious brain operation. She was told that the medical center in Belgrade specialized in this, however, since she did not
speak any English, she did not know how she was going to communicate with any of the surgeons.

R’ Yosef accompanied the woman and spoke with the surgeon, who looked at her medical records and brain scans. He
then told her that the type of operation which she required could best be performed, not in Yugoslavia, but in Hadassah
Medical Center in Jerusalem, where the skilled and highly trained staff were available for such a type of surgery.

When R’ Yosef translated the surgeon’s remarks to the woman, she was beside herself. “How can this be? I traveled all
the way here from Jerusalem. It was a long and tiring journey. I had to endure airplane strikes along the way, wandering
from country to country before arriving here. And now you’re saying that I should return to Israel?”

The woman’s supplications were translated to the doctor, who strongly repeated his position: “The local medical team
isn’t capable of performing such a complicated operation. It’s only at Hadassah Hospital in Jerusalem that such an
operation can be attempted. Therefore, you are much better off scheduling your surgery at Hadassah.”

As they walked out of the surgeon’s office, the young man who was accompanying the woman approached R’ Yosef
and asked him to take the suitcase he was carrying, since it was now useless to them. “What’s in it?”” asked R” Yosef.

“Why, it’s milk,” he declared. Then he explained that the woman made sure to pack a large quantity of milk, which she

would have to drink after her operation. Since she was careful to only drink cholov yisroel, he had therefore purchased a
great amount of supervised milk, which obviously she would not need now. With visible joy, R’ Yosef took the suitcase
from the hand of the young Israeli and ran to the room of the avreich, who was stunned to see its contents. With praises
and thanks to Hashem, he took a glass of milk and said a blessing with great concentration: "1272 M 99nv" - “By Whose

word all things came to be.”
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SPD: A man was sitting at home resting when he hears a  catches up to the beggar and then hands him another dollar.

knock at the door. He opens the door and finds a homeless
man standing there. The man extends a filthy, grimy,
calloused hand and asks, “Can I have a dollar for some
food?” The man hesitates for only a second and then does
what any good person would do: pulls out his wallet and
hands the beggar a dollar, and quickly sends him on his way.

The homeless man is already halfway down the street
when he hears someone calling after him, “Wait, wait!” He
turns to_see the same man waving him down. The man

Upon returning home, the man’s wife is standing in the
doorway looking at him questioningly. “T’ll explain,” he
says. “When I first opened the door and saw a smelly,
raggedy, grimy man standing in front of me, I felt
uncomfortable. I hurried to give him a dollar because I
wanted to get rid of him as soon as possible. But after he
left, I realized that I didn’t give him the dollar for him, I
gave him the dollar for me - because I felt uncomfortable.
So I wanted to give a second dollar - this time for him!”

On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply feeds & clothes Shomer Shabbos Jews in Eretz Yisroel with zero overhead
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When Aharon completed his first day of service in the
Mishkan, he blessed the people with great joy. So great was
his desire to bless the people that Hashem rewarded him
and his descendents that they should continue to bless the
Jewish people throughout the generations. Till this day,
kohanim cover their heads and hands with their Taleisim
(prayer shawls) when they recite the priestly blessings. Our
Sages teach us that a blessing only descends on things that
are hidden from the eye (pyn y1 »no), that which the eye
does not see. When the kohanim cover their hands they
symbolize this idea and permeate their blessings with
greater effectiveness. (Rabbi Asher Sinclair)

A non-observant woman once confronted R” Sholom
Schwadron ZT”L, the famous Maggid of Jerusalem and
complained loudly and irreverently. “Excuse me, sir,” she
began. “The Rav has agreed to give me a blessing, and I am
well aware that the one who blesses another places a hand
on the head of the one being blessed. If so, why hasn’t the
Rav placed his hand on my head?”

R’ Sholom smiled, and answered at once, “Have you
ever made the blessing on the Shabbos candles?”

The woman did not miss a beat. “Absolutely, yes! On
Yom Kippur eve, 1 lit candles and even said the blessing,”
the woman responded in a measured tone.

“Okay,” said R’ Sholom. “When you said the blessing,
did you lay your hands on the fire?”’

This answer appears to be the spontaneous fruit of R’
Sholom’s lightning quick mind, but it also reflects an added
depth: something that is forbidden is likened to fire! One
does not rest his hand on fire! The reply was not merely the
fruit of R’ Sholom’s mind, but also of his heart - the heart
that burned with piety and fear of Heaven. The moment he
was asked why he would not place his hand on a woman’s
head, he saw a consuming fire rise up before his eyes.

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS

TORAH GEMS
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The gemara (»0p oN) teaches us that after the two sons
of Aharon Hakohen died, Moshe consoled his brother by
saying, “I knew that the Mishkan was to be sanctified
through the death of someone close to Hashem. I thought it
would be either you or me. I now see that they (Nadav and
Avihu) were greater than either of us.” How could the most
humble person in the entire world make such a seemingly
haughty statement about himself, that he (or his brother) are
the holiest people in the entire congregation?

R’ Leib Chasman ZT”’L (Ohr Yahal) points out that
this statement is not in any way a contradiction to Moshe’s
humility. If someone denies who he is, that is not modesty -
that is foolishness! One who denies his own identity and
talents is not humble. He is deceiving himself. A humble
person can and should know precisely who he is. Moshe
knew precisely who he - and his brother Aharon - was!

During his tenure in Great Britain, R’ Yechezkel
Abramsky ZT”L was once called upon to testify in a case
in which the Beis Din of London was being sued by a
shochet (ritual slaughterer) who had been fired. As the head
of the Beis Din, R’ Chatzkel had no choice, but to testify in
secular court. His barrister asked him to state his name and
his position. The attorney then asked, “Is it true that you are
the greatest living halachic authority on the European
continent?” R’ Chatzkel replied, “Yes. That is true.”

At this point, the judge interjected and said, “Rabbi
Abramsky, is that not rather haughty on your part? I thought
that your laws and ethics teach you to be humble.”

Without any hesitation, R* Chatzkel responded, “T know
we are taught to be humble ... but I am under oath.”

Just as R* Chatzkel Abramsky was aware that he was the
premier halachic authority on the European continent at the
time, Moshe Rabbeinu recognized that he was the spiritual
leader and guide of the nation. This is anything but haughty.
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The Toras Kohanim tells us that when Aharon looked at the Mizbeach he became frightened! The Mizbeach appeared to him
as a calf! It reminded him of the golden calf and made his job as Kohen Gadol very difficult. R Chaim Vital ZT”’L explains
that everyone in the world has a specific mission. Each one of us is here to make a fikkun, to fix something. How should one
know what it is that he came here to rectify? One should pay attention to the area of his life that is most difficult. The particular
thing that one always says, “If only I didn’t have to contend with THIS, my life would be terrific.” Well, that is 100% not true.
Actually, without that particular difficulty, life would really be meaningless! This is why Moshe said to Aharon, “Go close to
the Mizbeach.” Because it is so hard for you, it is clear that the evil inclination is blinding your eyes. You should know that
THIS is what you were created for, what you were chosen for - THIS is what you were put in this world to fix!

The Imrei Emes gives us practical advice. When a person finds that one area in his life is challenging and distressing, he
should see these episodes as signals from heaven pointing him in the direction of his life’s work. Rather than becoming
depressed, agitated or overwhelmed by these difficulties, he should see them as Hashem’s way of helping him achieve the
purpose for which he is created. Rather than getting busy with other things, he should strive to meet life’s challenges and know
that his avodas Hashem is beloved. The greater the effort extended in these difficult areas of life, the greater is the success.

Don’t be put off by hardship:; it is actually Hashem telling you, “Keep up the good work - this is what you were created for!”




