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mann fall from heaven each day and being able to spend
the entire day studying Torah was not a delight. They
were malcontents and although they went along with the

majority at Har Sinai, they quickly regressed. Yet they
A SERIES IN HALACHAH

LIVING A “TORAH” DAY m

Halachos Pertaining to the ““Torah” Table (66)

Last week, we discussed (in connection with 1NN n5712)
some halachos relevant to weddings that are taking place in this
happy period. As was mentioned, Boruch Hashem, many
weddings are celebrated and it would seem that if people would
be more careful keeping certain halachos, more simchos will
take place. It is my contention that those who are able to be
©27 NN 19w in their cities will bring parnassah and simchos
to themselves and others and all suggestions are welcome.
We'll continue with some ©pwn (reinforcing ideas) that can be
applied to weddings and sheva berachos.

Tznius. First and foremost, #znius with proper separation of
men and ladies at all stages of the affair, is a number one
priority. The Baalei Simcha and Mechutanim should be aware
of the layout of the hall, and how everybody gets from place to
place, in order to avoid undesirable mingling. Sometimes a few
simple signs directing men and ladies appropriately will easily
accomplish this. Taking care of this issue is the biggest merit
that parents can do for the success of the young couple.
Pictures on the Table. On a related note - some well-meaning
people put pictures of the young couple in frames at each table
of a sheva berachos, even at the tables on the men’s side. This
is an unnecessary 2won (stumbling block) to the men sitting at
those tables. This should also be a consideration when putting
up wedding picture frames in locations of the house or hall.

could hardly reveal the true reason for their discontent,
because they would be ridiculed by everyone else. They
were therefore ©IMNMM - as if in mourning, over themselves,
grumbling and griping about anything and everything.
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Videos. Taking movie videos at weddings and simchos has
become prevalent in our society. Many Jewish “videographers”
are now in this business. But as the expression goes, it’s “not
simple” to have a male Jewish photographer or videographer
taking videos in the ladies side, of ladies dancing.

GOOD IDEA: If and when a video is made of the different
stages of the chasuna, it would make sense that the videos
should be produced with the men’s half shown first, and then
the ladies part. It should not be a back and forth - men and ladies
- movie. It is clearly mON for a man to watch the parts of the
video that show ladies dancing and the video must be made so
that men can see what’s appropriate for them, and leave.

Music. It is well known that music has a 2 7M7) NYOWN
7972 Y2200 (an inner inspiration that can affect a person either
for good or for bad) that goes deep into the psyche and inspires
or drags down the listeners. Of course, appropriate tunes should
be played by request. But there is another consideration to have
in mind: It has come to light that exposure to overly loud music
can impair the hearing of the innocent listeners. There are “safe
limits” that have been publicized lately and should be requested
and monitored.

Health. Apart from the above mentioned issues, eating a triple
supper at the “shmorg,” wedding meal and Viennese table, is
not a healthy activity. A person is required to guard his health
and over-eating to such a degree is unhealthy and unwarranted.

anee ﬂﬁ‘“ w R‘a

R’ Yisroel Baal Shem Tov ZT”’L (Peninei HaGeula) would say:

“There is a spark of Moshe Rabbeinu in every Jew. Because Moshe was connected with every Jew, he was therefore
able to be the “faithful shepherd” of Klal Yisroel and redeem them from Egypt. Similarly, every Jew has a spark of
the soul of Moshiach within him - the very core of which he is to unveil and release to govern his life. Each Jew will
thus redeem himself, which in turn will bring about the national redemption for Bnei Yisroel. Because Moshiach is
connected to every Jew, he therefore has the power to be able to redeem the entire Jewish nation.”

R’ Avraham Mordechai Alter ZT”’L of Ger (Imrei Emes) would say:

“v2 N NNY - Moshe Rabbeinu saw the, ‘Likeness of G-d.” This refers to the attributes of the Holy One, blessed
be He. Chazal say: ‘Just as He is merciful shall you be merciful; just as He is gracious shall you be gracious.’
These G-dly attributes were brought down by Moshe Rabbeinu and instilled in the heart of every single Jew.”

A Wise Man would say:

“The best place to find a good helping hand is at the end of your own arm.”
DEDICATED BYMR YISROEL CHAIM BAUMAN IN MEMORY OF HIS UNFORGETTABLE FATHER HORAV MOSHE
ARON BAUMAN Z"L. MAY HIS MEMORY AND LEGACY BRING PEACE & COMFORT TO THE ENTIRE FAMILY

GREAT NEWS! THE NEXT “TORAH TAVLIN” BOOK/SEFER IS BEING PUBLISHED! SPONSORSHIPS/DEDICATIONS ARE AVAILABLE!
TO DEDICATE A DAY OR WEEK OF TORAH TAVLIN IN MEMORY OF A LOVED ONE, A SIMCHA OR JUST FOR THE ZECHUS, OR TO
YAHOO.COM OR CALL: 845-821-6200.

RECEIVE THE WEEKLY TORAH TAVLIN FREE, PLEASE SEND AN E-MAIL TO: TORAHTA VLIN
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On the eve of Taanis Esther, 5746 (1986), Klal Yisroel suffered a great loss when the Gadol and Posek Hador, R’
Moshe Feinstein ZT”’L, passed away. The following morning, on the day before the holiday of Purim was celebrated, a
funeral was held in the lower East Side of New York City, the likes of which New York had rarely seen; estimates of
one hundred and fifty thousand people accompanied R’ Moshe on this step of his final journey. Even the American flag
on the East Side was flown at half-mast as a sign of respect and mourning that the great Jewish leader had died.

An even greater show of respect was held two days later. The body of R” Moshe was flown to Eretz Yisroel and on
Shushan Purim in Yerushalayim, approximately three hundred thousand Jews stood in the heat of the day and listened to
numerous hespedim from many Roshei Yeshivah and Gedolei Yisroel. Afterwards, the unprecedented funeral procession
snaked along the entire length of the main artery of Israel’s capital city, Rechov Yaffo (Jaffa street), as R* Moshe’s aron
made its way to its final resting place in the cemetery on Har Menuchos.

The day after the massive funeral, a resident of Yerushalayim who had attended the funeral and had stood on the
street for quite a number of hours, began experiencing a series of mysterious ailments. First, he felt pressure in his head,
followed by excruciating headaches, which did not allow him to think or concentrate. Pills did nothing to relieve his pain
and after a number of days this way, he decided to go to the doctor for a checkup.

The doctor did a full examination and workup but found nothing. The man seemed to be in perfect health, save for
these unusually strong headaches which felt like a drill boring into his skull.

Well, what does a religious Jew do when he’s in pain or in need of a blessing? He goes to a Tzaddik. In this case, the
man brought his tale of woe to one of the righteous Mekubalim (Kabbalists) in the Holy Land and asked for some sort of
salvation. The Tzaddik took out a special Chumash and performed a Goral HaGra (this is when a Chumash or Tanach is
opened and certain seemingly random page turning is employed after proper prayer and spiritual preparation. The posuk
that is turned to after using this system gives an answer to the petitioner’s question.). Lo and behold, the posuk that came
up was: "Nwni>Taya 11Ty onxY No WY - “And why are you not afraid to talk (negatively) about My servant, Moshe?”

The Tzaddik looked at the man and asked, “This seems to be a clear indication of the problem. Did you, perhaps say
anything improper or untoward against R’ Moshe Feinstein ZT”’L?”

The Yerushalmi recoiled in horror. “Me? Speak against R’ Moshe? Impossible, I would never do such a thing!”

Once again, the Tzaddik peered long and hard at the man, as if looking directly into his soul. “Think, my son, think
hard. The funeral of the great posek just took place a few days ago and immediately afterwards, you are feeling pain. Do
you not see any connection between these two events?”

This time, the man did think - and he thought hard. Suddenly, he straightened and sighed deeply. “Ach .... yes, now I
remember. It was a long day, the day of R’ Moshe’s levaya, and I stood on the street together with over a quarter of a
million people as Rosh Yeshivah after Rosh Yeshivah spoke. The hespedim (eulogies) continued on seemingly forever,
and I was tired.” The man shook his head slowly in a mixture of shock and embarrassment as he recalled. “I remember
turning to my friend and remarking, ‘B’Seder, B’Seder, (okay, okay) R’ Moshe - but today is Purim! Is there no limit?”

There was silence in the room as the full impact of the man’s words took effect. Then, the Tzaddik said, “Do this.
Take ten men with you and go to R” Moshe’s kever (tomb) and beg for forgiveness. This will be your tikkun!”

The man did as he was told. Almost instantly, his headaches and severe pain went away.
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Swn: One day, as R’ Yitzchok Elchanan Spektor ZT”L
was walking down the street, he overheard one porter
remarking to another, “The rabbi has an easy life. He does
not have to break his back carrying heavy loads as we do.”

R’ Yitzchok Elchanan paused in mid-step. Smiling
broadly, he approached the two porters and asked them
how much they earned on an average day. The two
hesitated for a moment before quoting a certain amount.
On the spot, the Rav told them he would give them even
more than their usual take if they agreed to remain in shul

all day, reciting Tehillim.

The two laborers gladly accepted and after the first day
of reciting Tehillim, they received their pay. However, in
the middle of the second day they came to the Rav and told
him they could no longer continue. They could not tolerate
being in shul all day and not moving. They needed physical
activity, and were not accustomed to sitting all day.

“You see,” R’ Yitzchok Elchanan said to them, smiling,
“My life is not as pleasant as you thought!”
Svna: For the omxnn (complainers), the lifestyle of having
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The Holy Aron (Ark) is a remez (allusion) to the Talmid
Chacham, who is called “Aron.” Just as the Aron is filled
with the Luchos, the tablets of the law, so too, a Talmid
Chacham is filled with knowledge of the law.

The Seforim tell us that Hashem wishes to bring a Torah
scholar close to Him. The way to do this is by sending him
many trials (MYD)) to see it he will overcome them. If the
Tzaddik strengthens himself, and overcomes them, he will
rise to a very high and wondrous level. When he is “on
trial” by Hashem, a Torah scholar is considered like one
who is “going down in order to rise up.” (M»2y T DY)

The Kozhnitzer Maggid, R’ Yisroel Hopstein ZT”’L
(Avodas Yisroel) writes that this concept is similar to a
person going up a ladder. As he is set to rise up to the next
step, he must remove his foot from the ladder. He is then
standing with one foot on the ladder and one foot in the air.
At that time he needs to be very careful not to fall. The
same thing applies to a Tzaddik in the middle of a nisayon.
Even though he will rise to greater heights afterwards, at
the time of the trial he needs a lot of protection. However,
Hashem always protects those who wait for Him.

This is the meaning of the posuk: “When the Ark would
journey” - when the Talmid Chacham (Ark) is journeying
from one level to another and in danger of possibly falling,
“Moshe said, ‘Arise Hashem’” - One should pray for the
welfare of the Tzaddik that Hashem will indeed make him
rise and protect him so that he will not fall. He should be
strengthened so that he can rise higher and higher. When
that happens, the Tzaddik and the people will realize the
truth of: “Let Your foes be scattered, and Your enemies from
before You.” There should not be any power of opposition,
until the people of Hashem will go up to the higher level.

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
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The parsha concludes with the incident of Miriam
speaking lashon hara about Moshe Rabbeinu when she
discovered that he had separated from his wife, Tziporah.
Miriam told Aharon about this and, together, they
criticized their younger brother: “Was it only to Moshe that
Hashem spoke? Did He not speak to us as well?” Miriam
did not realize that Moshe had done this because of a direct
command from Hashem. In order to be prepared at any
time to receive nevuah (prophecy), he had to be in a unique
state of ritual purity which was incompatible with a normal
family life. Their failure to realize that Moshe was different
from them incurred Hashem’s punishment.

In the 1950’s, there were people and even rabbis who
vehemently disputed the rulings of the Brisker Rav ZT”’L.
and the Chazon Ish ZT”L regarding religious issues
involving the Torah community in Eretz Yisroel and the
secular government. They defended their actions by
saying, “We can argue with them. We are also rabbis.”

R’ Avrohom Pam ZT”L explains that it is foolish to
compare oneself to a person who has spent a lifetime
totally immersed in the Sea of Talmud, in the perfection of
middos, in selfless devotion to Hashem, unencumbered by
the physical desires which occupy the minds of most people.
To consider oneself qualified to argue with a Torah giant
simply because one has a semichah certificate (rabbinical
ordination) is ridiculous. In studying the incident of Aharon
and Miriam’s criticism of Moshe’s behavior, this vitally
important lesson cannot be overlooked. Gedolei Yisrael
have the authority to lead the Jewish nation and decide
matters of Halachah and hashkafah. This must constantly
be strengthened and cannot be undermined. Then Klal
Yisroel can be assured that they are in good hands.

ﬂgﬂ“ FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
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The Parsha speaks about the Ny - the loud shofar blast that was used to call people together for all kinds of holy

purposes. The shofar was blown to call men to join the battle and fight the 'n nnndn. It was used as a form of prayer so
that people may daven in times of trouble. The shofar was what announced the upcoming Shalosh Regalim, and of course,
the shofar was blown on Rosh Hashanah, to incite the people to teshuvah.

The word "nyyn" literally translates as a loud noise, a cheer or shout. The lesson of the “Teruah” that is blown at
auspicious times in Jewish life is that when it comes to Avodas Hashem, the proper way to serve Hashem is with a great
tumult! This is akin to how the malachim sing shira. Every day in davening we recall how the malachim sing in a “Kol
Rash Gadol” - they make a lot of noise, for when it comes to expressing our love for Hashem we are meant to make a
loud noise, to scream and shout and explode with excitement.

Look at the secular world and what they get excited about. A man takes a bat and hits a ball and everyone stands and
screams. Says R’ Avigdor Miller ZT”L, it is a gathering of meshugayim! A horse runs around a track or a car drives in
circles for hours and hours and everyone starts screaming. Over what? Over nothing!

Let us not be swept up in the excitement of nonsense. Why should we scream and carry on for nothing? Let’s remember
the one thing that truly makes sense. The only thing worth shouting about is Hashem!




