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THE "EARLY" SHABBOS
(â-èé) 'åâå íëé÷ìà 'ä éðà åøîùú éúúáù úàå

    During the long days of summer, many families and 

shuls start Shabbos early in order to eat the Shabbos meal 

at an hour which maximizes Oneg Shabbos, and allows 

younger children to participate The following halachos 

must be kept in mind: 

1) All 3 parshios of Krias Shema must be repeated after 

certain night (íéáëåëä úàö) (1). 2) Sefiras Haomer must be 

recited after äòé÷ù - sunset, and preferably after nightfall 

(2). 3) Mincha should be davened before Plag Hamincha. 

(According to common custom and íéìùåøé âäðî, this is 

one and a quarter seasonal hours before sunset (3). Others 

maintain it as one and a quarter seasonal hours before 

íéáëåëä úàö (4).) If not, an individual may not daven 

maariv early. However, a minyan is permitted to do so (5), 

although many minyanim do the preferred manner of 

finishing mincha before Plag (6). 4) A lady who needs to 

make a äøäè ÷ñôä, should do so preferably before 

candle-lighting. If she was not able to do then, it may still 

be done afterwards (7).

    One may make kiddush and even finish his Shabbos 

meal before nightfall. However, there is a minority 

opinion that requires all 3 Shabbos meals to be eaten 

durin

during Shabbos proper, and not during an "extended" 

period of the Shabbos day (8). Thus, some people are 

careful to eat a úéæë of challah after íéáëåëä úàö to 

satisfy this opinion. One who has accepted Shabbos early 

may ask another Jew who hasn't yet been úáù ìá÷î to do 

work for him (9).

When must Shabbos candles be lit

    úåøð ú÷ìãä - candle-lighting, may not take place before 

Plag Hamincha. It is highly advisable to post the exact 

time of Plag each Friday and remind one's household not 

to light beforehand.

     Some poskim hold that just as the minority population 

of a city, or shul, must accept Shabbos when the majority 

does (10), i.e. when "äìë éàá" at the end of Lecha Dodi is 

recited (11), likewise one's wife and children must refrain 

from work as soon as he accepts Shabbos (12). Thus, ladies 

should be careful to light within a minimally specific 

time-frame to ensure that their lighting is done before 

their husband's acceptance of Shabbos. Shuls should take 

care not to rush through úáù úìá÷ too fast, in order to 

allow the ladies a reasonable amount of time to light after 

Plag Hamincha, yet before their husband's acceptance of 

Shabbos. Other poskim are more lenient, and permit a 

lady to light even later than this time (13).

 ,åéäú íéùåã÷" ,ùøãîä éøáã ïéáäì åðì ùé äúòå    
 áåùçéå éðåîë íãàä ããåáúé ìåëé ,øîåìë - "éðåîë ìåëé
 éë øîåì ãåîìú" ,äðåéìòä äùåã÷ä úà âéùé êë é"òù
 ,éðà ÷ø - "íëúùåã÷î äìòîì éúùåã÷ - éðà ùåã÷
 ïá ìáà ,éãéçé úåéäì éðà ìåëéå ãçåéîå ãéçé ãçà éðàù
 ,ä"á àøåáä úùåã÷ åîöò ìò êéùîäì äöåøä íãàä
 íò åîöò ììåë àåäùë ÷ø ,úàæ úåùòì ìåëé àåä ïéà
 úà ãáåò íâ àåäù é"òå ,'ä éãáåò øåáéöä éðáî íéùðà

 .ìä÷äá íúà ãçé ä"á÷ä

 úùà úà óàðé øùà ùéà úùà úà óàðé øùà ùéàå
(é-ë) 'åâå úôàåðäå óàåðä úîåé úåî åäòø

 úåéøò ìò äøäæàä äîìã ,úåù÷äì ùé äøåàëì     
 íéðéðòá ä÷ñôä éøçàå ,úåî éøçà úùøôá ìéòì åøîàð
 ?úåéøòä ìò ïéùðåòä íéùåã÷ úùøô óåñá åøîàð íéðåù
 óàå ?úçà úáá ïéùðåòäå úåøäæàä åøîàð àì äîì
 'àð àì ïéùðåòäå úåøäæàäù úåøéáò äîëá åðéöîù
 íéàöîð úåéøò ìò úåøäæàä ìë øùàá ìáà 'à íå÷îá
 éàãë éàãåá ,øçà íå÷îá íìåë ïéùðåòäå 'à íå÷îá

.åá ïðåáúäì äæë øáã

 íéùåã÷ íäéìò úøîàå ìàøùé éðá úãò ìë ìà øáã
 (á-èé) 'åâå íëé÷ìà 'ä éðà ùåã÷ éë åéäú

 ì"ú ,éðåîë ìåëé - "åéäú íéùåã÷" :åøîà ùøãîá    
 .ã"ëò íëúùåã÷î äìòîì éúùåã÷ - "éðà ùåã÷ éë"
 àøáð ìëåéù úòãä ìò äìòé êéàã ,ãàî äåîú äøåàëìå
 èòîì ÷åñôä êøöåäù ãò ,åàøåá úùåã÷ì úåîãúäì
 íãà íåù ìù úòã ìò äìòéù êééù íà éøä ?êë åðéàù

 ?ú"éùä åîë ùîî úåéäì àåä øùôàù
 ñåîéðåì÷ ä"åî ÷"äøä ,ùîùå øåàîä ìòá ùøôîå    
 äùåã÷ âéùé íãàäù éãëù ,à÷àø÷î ì"öæ ïîì÷
 óúúùîå 'ä éãáåò ìà åîöò óøöì àåä êéøö äðåéìò
 ,úåöîä øàùå äøåúä ãåîéìá ïäå äìéôúá ïä íäîò
 êë ,'ä úãåáò ÷ñòì ãçé íéôúúùîä íòä áåø éôìå
 úåéäì àøáð óàì à"à éë ,äðåéìòä äùåã÷ íäéìò äøåù

.ãçåéîå ãéçé ãçà àåäù ,ä"á àøåáä ÷ø éãéçé
 é"ùøôå ,"ìàøùé éðá úãò ìë ìà øáã" 'úëãî åäæå     
 íäéìò úøîàå" ,ìä÷äá äøîàð åæ äùøôù ãîìî
 äùåã÷ä ìà úåëæì éãëù ,íäì øåîà - "åéäú íéùåã÷
 éãáåò íò ìä÷äá àåäùë ÷ø íãàä ìåëé ,äðåéìòä

.äá ïééåìú äøåúä éôåâ áåøù éðôî ,ú"éùä
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 àé:âìø äøåøá äðùî (6) â:æñø á"îá àáåä íééçä êøã (5) íù (4) äë:àñø äøåøá äðùî (3) á:èôú ç"åà (2) å:æñø äøåøá äðùî (1)
 á"î óééèù é"øäî ú"åù (13) à:âñø íéãâî éøô (12) àì:àñø äøåøá äðùî (11) áé:íù (10) æé:âñø ç"åà (9) ä:æñø äøåøá äðùî (8) àë:åö÷ ã"åé ïçìùä êåøò (7)

R' Chaim Yosef Dovid Azulai ZT"L (Chid"a) would say:

     "A Jew should always be prepared (åéäú íéùåã÷) to do mitzvos and good deeds, just as Hashem is 

always ready and willing ('ä éðà ùåã÷ éë) to assist a Jew in his time of need."   

R' Aharon Kotler ZT"L would say:

     "áúëáù äøåú and äô ìòáù äøåú are likened to the difference between a world map and a street map. 

On the huge world map, even a large city appears as a small speck. With that map alone, one could never 

find a particular block within that city. One needs a detailed, block-by-block map for that. Similarly, the 

large world map - áúëáù äøåú - was given by Hashem, and through the specific map - äô ìòáù äøåú - one 

fills out the details."

R' Yisroel Lipshitz of Danzig ZT"L (Tiferes Yisroel) would say:

    "In Pirkei Avos we learn: 'Greet each person with a friendly smile.' When you smile at someone, that 

person is apt to smile back at you and this will increase one's own positive feelings."
íééçä øåøöá äøåøö äúîùð àäú - ä"ò á÷òé ÷çöé 'øä úá ìçø äðç 'çä äùàä úîùð éåìéòì áãðúð

TORAH TAVLIN IS AVAILABLE FREE OF CHARGE! RECEIVE IT TODAY FOR YOUR SHUL OR YESHIVA, OR HAVE IT 

E-MAILED TO YOU DIRECTLY. PLEASE CALL 845-821-6200, OR SEND AN E-MAIL TO TORAHTAVLIN@YAHOO.COM. 
<><><><>  <><><><>  <><><><>  <><><> <><><>  <><><><>  <><><><>  <><><><> <><>
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had gone home, sat down and eaten breakfast in comfort? All the while, I neglected two small children to 

endanger their lives drawing water from a deep well so that they could help a father who is ill and a 

mother who has just given birth!" ***

***

***

 .á"äåòá íåðäéâ éøåñéå æ"äåòá äúéîå
 èàì äæä ìåòä ìà íìéâøäì äéä êøåöä ïî êëéôì    
 ë"çàå ,äøäæàä úà ÷ø äìéçúá íäì øîàì ,èàì
 óéñåäì ,äøåúä é"ôò íééçä øùåà úà åîòèé øùàë
 äùò èøôáå .åéúåöî éøáåòì ïéùðåòä ïéðò úà íâ íäì
 åîë ,íúãîçî íãàä ùôðù íéøáãá úàæ ú"éùä
 íäéìò íéùðåòä úà íéàöåî åðà ä"ùîå .úåéøò

  .úåøäæàäî íé÷çåøî

 'ñá ,ì"öæ ïé÷öåøåñ ïîìæ ø"åîâä ïøî ùøôî àìà    
 ìàøùé éðáì ãàî äù÷ äéä úîàáù ,äøåúì íéðæà
 úà úúì ,úåöîå äøåúä ìåòî íéøöîá íéùôç åéäù
  íäéúåìåòô ìë úà úåôé÷îä ,úåöî â"éøú ìåòá íøàåö
 ,íäá íéìéâø åéäù íéøáã äáøäî ìãáäìå ,íäéùòîå
 ãåò àìå .ãàî íúãîçî íãà ìù åùôðù äìàë íäîå
 íéðëñî íä àìä åìàä úåöîä úìá÷ íò ãçéù àìà
 úå÷ìî ìù ïéùðåò ,ïîåé÷-éà ìò íéøåîä íéùðåòá ò"à

 çéì êîò éðá úà øèú àìå í÷ú àì
 (çé-èé) 'åâå 'ä éðà êåîë êòøì úáäàå

     The gemara relates the famous incident of the 

gentile who came before Hillel seeking to convert 

to Judaism on the condition that he be "taught all 

the Torah while standing on one foot." Hillel 

responded patiently, saying, "What is hateful to 

you do not do to your friend. This is the entire 

Torah - the rest is commentary." Rashi writes that 

Hillel's dictum encompasses all the many mitzvos 

åøéáçì íãà ïéá - that involve a Jew's dealings with 

his neighbor. This, however, does not explain how 

Hillel's words serve as a foundation for the "entire 

Torah," not to mention the scores of mitzvos that 

are íå÷îì íãà ïéá - between man and Hashem.

    The Manchester Rosh Yeshiva, R' Yehudah 

Zev Segal ZT"L, quotes the Mishna in Avos: 
 ãáëà éãáëî éë 'àðù úåéøáä úà ãáëîä ,ãáåëî åäæéà"
(à-ã) "åì÷é éæáå - "Who is honored? One who 

honors others, as it says, 'For those who honor Me 

I will honor, and those who scorn Me shall be 

degraded." To honor another human being is to 

honor Hashem Himself, for every man is created 

íé÷ìà íìöá - in the image of G-d. If one has 

proper reverence for Hakodosh Boruch Hu, then he 

will naturally not do hateful things to those who 

are created in His image. Surely then, in that case, 

one will not transgress a commandment that is  ïéá
íå÷îì íãà, which would prove to be a direct 

affront to the honor of Hashem! Thus, by telling 

the gentile, "What is hateful to you do not do to 

your friend," Hillel the Elder was wise in 

conveying the underlying premise of "Love your 

neighbor as yourself" - which is indeed a 

foundation of the entire Torah.

 (åë-ë) 'åâå éì úåéäì íéîòä ïî íëúà ìéãáàå
     Rashi states in the name of the Toras Kohanim: 

"R' Elazar Ben Azarya said, From where do we 

learn that one should not say, 'My soul is disgusted 

by the flesh of a swine, I am not capable of 

wearing a mixture of clothing (Shatnez),' but 

rather one should say, 'I am able (to do these 

things), but what shall I do, since my father in 

Heaven has forbade me'? We learn it from here: 

'And I will separate you from the nations to be for 

me.' Your separation from them should be for My 

Name; distance yourself from sin and accept the 

yoke of the Heavenly Kingdom." R' Yitzchok 

Sorotzkin Shlit'a deduces from the words of 

Rashi that one must fulfill each and every mitzvah 

for its own sake, íéîù íùì, with sincere intentions 

to perform the will of Hashem, and not to refrain 

from a forbidden act for any other reason besides 

that it is strictly prohibited in the Torah and not in 

accordance with halacha.

     The Rambam, however, seems to contradict 

this explanation. According to the Rambam, we 

may learn out from the words of the Toras 

Kohanim, that this separation for the sake of 

Hashem is only applicable to íé÷åç - Statutes, of 

which we have no understanding of its true 

purpose. In such a case, a person is required to 

refrain from forbidden actions because that is the 

will of Hashem, even though a human being does 

not understand its reasons. On the other hand, a 

úéìëù äåöî - rational commandment, one that is 

clearly understandable - íéèôùî - one should make 

every attempt to instill a sense of disgust within 

him, feeling as if he has no concept of doing an 

ungodly act for which he cannot even stomach. 
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 (æè-èé) 'åâå 'ä éðà êòø íã ìò ãîòú àì êîòá ìéëø êìú àì

     In Toras Kohanim, we learn the following concept: "If you see someone drowning in the river or 

bandits attacking him, you must save him. As it says, 'êòø íã ìò ãîòú àì' - 'Do not stand on your friend's 

blood.'" A Jew must do his utmost to help rescue another Jew in his time of danger and need.

     The daughter of R' Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld ZT"L related the following incident concerning her 

father: One morning, R' Yosef Chaim did not return home from shul after the morning prayers. This was 

a bit unusual and the family was concerned because the Rov was extremely punctual and always arrived 

home at exactly the same time, to the minute. He was getting on in years and so they were concerned. 

They began a frantic search for him.

    Fortunately, they did not have to look far. As they reached the bottom of the staircase that led into the 

courtyard of his home, they spotted R' Chaim standing over the well, drawing up bucket after bucket of 

water and handing them to two small children. One child would take the bucket of water home and run 

back with an empty bucket, which he would give to R' Chaim to fill up once again.

    R' Chaim's daughter ran over to him and cried out in a distraught tone, "Tatte, Tatte, what are you 

doing? Have you become the neighborhood water carrier?"

    "No, no, my dear daughter," he answered, trying to calm her. He finished up with the children and saw 

to it that they got home safe with the water. Then, he turned to his daughter and said, "I was returning 

home from shul this morning, when I saw these two little ones, children of a poor talmid chacham, trying 

to draw water from the well. As you know, it is a very dangerous task for such small children, for they 

can easily fall into the well, G-d forbid, and be drowned. I asked them why they did not hire the water 

carrier to fetch them water like everyone else did, and they answered that they had no money to pay him."

    R' Chaim continued to speak. "At this point, I became a bit worried, 'And where are your parents?' I 

asked. 'Father is ill and mother has just given birth,' they replied, 'and there is not a drop of water in the 

house.' When I heard this I took off my talis and tefillin, took the buckets from them and began drawing 

up water from the well." He looked straight at his daughter and spread out his arms in a gesture of 

bewilderment. "What choice did I have, for no one was around to help them?"

    Being the daughter of the Rov of the community, she confronted him with a question. "But Tatte, what 

will the people say when they see this; your heavy lifting and straining? Is it fitting that their Rov should 

become a water carrier?"

     R' Chaim smiled kindly and answered her in a soothing tone. "And what will they say in Heaven if I 
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