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  February 18, 2006 -  -  -  - å"ñùú èáù 'ë   

12:40 - úáù / äìåãâ äçðî       (Monsey, NY)      5:15 - úáù úåøð ú÷ìãä                    
 5:34 - úáùä íåé ìù äòé÷ù       ~~~~~~~~      5:33 - úáù áøò ìù äòé÷ù                
6:24 - áéøòî / íéáëåëä úàö         ~~~~~~       8:53 - à"î/òîù úàéø÷ ïîæ               
6:46 - íú åðéáø úèéùì / ë"äö          ~~~~~      9:29 - à"øâä/òîù úàéø÷ ïîæ             
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LIVING IN A YESHIVAH (16)

Attending to the needs of Talmidei Chachomim

    One of the most important opportunities for a person to 

raise up his level of spirituality, in and out of a yeshivah, 

is by making himself available to serve and assist a 

Talmid Chacham. In fact, the gemara (1) tells us that 

serving one's Rebbi is even greater than learning from 

him (as we will explain further on). 

     Chazal express (2) the importance of this concept to the 

extent that a Rebbi should not prevent his student(s) from 

serving and assisting him, for by doing so he is with-

holding the performance of chessed and kindness from 

his talmidim, as well as denying them the opportunity to 

grow in Yiras Shomayim - Fear of Heaven. 

    A number of benefits of serving a Rebbi are as follows:

1) Since a significant portion of the scholarly studies that 

one learns from his Rebbi is theoretical and not 

necessarily applicable to everyday life situations, it helps 

to serve a Rebbi and view a "hands on" application of 

Torah laws, e.g. how he recites a beracha, the manner in 

which he puts on his jacket or coat, his careful conduct in 

money matters, Kashrus issues, Shemiras Shabbos, 

refraining from talking Lashon Hara, etc. (3).

2) By observing a Rebbi's úåáåè úåãî - fine character traits 

j    

one is able to learn from and apply these qualities to one's 

own character, e.g. the way he greets others with "Good 

morning," always judging people favorably (or not doing 

so when it is not appropriate), how he deals with and 

treats his family members, how he performs acts of 

chessed, etc. 

3) R' Shimon Shkop ZT"L writes (4) of another 

important aspect to serving one's Rebbi. A talmid who 

always strives to assist his Rebbi will foster humbleness 

and an extra measure of humility within himself, which 

will allow him to gain more from his Rebbi's teachings.

    A list of opportunities to be ùîùî - serve, a Talmid 

Chacham include: 

1) Walking with him (if he doesn't mind). 

2) Opening doors for him. 

3) Driving him where he needs to go. 

4) Helping him in his house at befitting times. 

5) Carrying things for him.

6) Serving and bringing him his food. 

7) Keeping his Beis Medrash neat and clean.

   The Torah refers to Yehoshua Bin Nun, the principal 

Talmid of Moshe Rabbeinu, who led Bnei Yisroel into 

Eretz Yisroel, not as "äùî ãéîìú" - "Moshe's student" but 

rather "äùî úøùî" - the one who served Moshe (5). 
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çë:àé øáãîá (5) øùé éøòù 'ñì äçéúô ïééò (4) :æ úåëøá à"ùøäî (3) .åö úåáåúë (2) :æ úåëøá (1)

R' Yisroel Baal Shem Tov ZT"L would say:

    "Torah scholars are likened to fruit-bearing trees, simple Jews are likened to trees and bushes that do 

not bear fruit. The flame of fire appeared in a burning bush - likened to a simple Jew. This teaches us that 

though the simple Jew may not understand the meaning behind performing the commandments or the 

words he says in prayer, he still has the fire of holiness burning in his heart. That bush is not consumed - 

this is the fire within each Jew which can never be extinguished."

R' Yisroel Meir Hakohen Kagan ZT"L (Chofetz Chaim) would say:

    "From Har Sinai we learn how careful we must be in honoring a Talmid Chacham. If a mountain that 

has no feeling or mind, was held in such sanctity that Bnei Yisroel were warned not to touch it lest they 

die, how much more so must we be careful with a Talmid Chacham who has a mind and feelings!"

A Wise Man would say:

    "Drive carefully. It's not only cars that can be recalled by their maker."
MAZEL TOV TO MR & MRS MENDY SCHONBRUN ON THE BAR MITZVAH OF THEIR SON, ELI
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expression of unmitigating melancholy. "Ach .... if only I had a mother .... if my mother was still alive .... 

what I wouldn't do for my mother .... I would carry her on my shoulders!" The tears flowed from his eyes.

    More than any harsh words of criticism, the Baba Sali's pained expression broke through the outer 

layer of the teenager's heart and within moments, his moist eyes began shedding tears in unison.      
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 íòèäå .íééîùâä íéøáéàä êåúá ïëåù éðà éë ,úåéîùâå
 éðá ìëåéù éãë - "êîò éøáãá íòä òîùé øåáòá" àåä
 íééîùâ íéøáéàá ìùîúî éðà ïëì ,éìà òåîùì ìàøùé

.íòä òîùéù éãë úåéáòå

 úåàéöîî ìèáúð àìù ,ä"á÷ä ìù íéáåèä åéúåãî
 úà ìåëéáë ,ò"à íöîö ïëì ,óåñ ïéà àåäù úîçî
 àø÷ð åäæå ,åìá÷ì ìëåðù åðéçåë êøò éôì äãîá ,åáåè
 ú"éùäå ,íéîåöîö é"ò ããîðù äãî ïåùì - "úåãî"

.úåãîä êåúá ùáìúî
 íéøáéàá åðéìöà ìùîúî ä"á÷äù äîù ì"é æ"éôìå    
 ò"à ïéè÷îå íöîöî 'úé àåäù íåùî ,ìåëéáë íééîùâ
 íééîùâä íéøáéàä êåúá åðéìà åîöò úà áø÷îù ãò

 çãç(å-çé) 'åëå êéìà àá åøúé êðúç éðà äùî ìà øîàéå
    The gemara (.àé äèåñ) recounts: "Three people 

were involved in the plot (to enslave the Jews in 

Egypt). Bilaam advised and was (later) killed. Iyov 

was quiet and suffered horrific tribulations. Yisro 

ran away and merited children and grandchildren 

who presided (on the Sanhedrin) in the Lishkas 

Hagazis." The amazing quality of Yisro was that as 

a result of his "not listening" to the nefarious and 

diabolical plan of Pharaoh, Bilaam and all the other 

wicked advisors in Egypt, it was he alone who 

"heard" the call of Hashem to drop everything, 

relocate out to the unforgiving wilderness and join 

the folds of the Jewish people.

    In fact, Yisro could be considered the forerunner 

of the present Baal Teshuva movement that we are 

currently undergoing in the midst of our long golus. 

R' Gedalia Schorr ZT"L elaborates on this 

concept and says that throughout the generations, it 

has become apparent that the purpose of Bnei 

Yisroel's endless sojourns and exiles in foreign 

lands, is to gather in the holy souls and spiritual 

sparks that have become lost and tarnished in those 

particular areas, and return them to their people as 

Baalei Teshuva. We see clearly, that after the 

"Tachlis" - the entire necessity of the exile is 

exhausted and the Jews are driven out from a land 

that they had called home for hundreds of years, 

virtually no remnant is left over there. Because all 

that needed to be accomplished in that land was 

fulfilled and it was now time to move on. 

   Likewise, our golus is nearing its completion, and 

the proof of this is that even here in America, pure 

and righteous souls are returning to yiddishkeit in 

unprecedented numbers. Hold on just a little bit 

longer - Moshiach is just about here!

 (èé-èé) 'åâå ìå÷á åððòé íé÷ìàäå øáãé äùî 
    In the midst of awesome thunder and lightning, 

with the entire world trembling at the very breath of 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu, the úåøáãä úøùò - Ten 

Commandments, were delivered with precise elocu-

tion, as Chazal tell us,  ìù åðåøâ êåúî úøáãî äðéëùä"
"äùî - "The Divine Spirit was talking through the 

voicebox of Moshe." However, from the words of 

the posuk, it would appear as if Moshe was actually 

doing the talking and Hashem was responding to 

him! We know that the "Voice" of Hashem was 

heard for a distance of forty days; why does the 

posuk explicitly state "øáãé äùî" - "Moshe spoke?"

    The Yalkut Shimoni derives from here the 

incredible humility of Moshe Rabbeinu and the fact 

that Hashem mirrored this humility by bestowing 

His words upon Moshe, as if Moshe himself was 

actually saying them, when in fact, they were 

emanating from the Divine source. This incredible 

lesson, explains R' Yaakov Meir Shechter Shlit'a, 

is one that we must all incorporate within ourselves. 

If a person will conduct himself in a befitting 

manner, i.e. with modesty, kindness, and righteous-

ness, Hashem will mirror this conduct in His 

response to our daily direction and endless needs.

    For this same reason, the posuk uses the word 

"øîàì" - "Saying," when beginning the narrative of 

the Ten Commandments. Generally, the Torah 

writes "saying" when describing a directive that 

Moshe is to give over and enforce upon Bnei 

Yisroel. Here, however, the Torah is teaching us 

that Hashem, in His Awesome modesty and 

humility, ìåëéáë, requested permission from Moshe 

Rabbeinu before "saying" the exalted words of the 

Torah. For, the manner in which Moshe displayed 

his humility, Hashem responded in kind.    
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 (áé-ë) 'åëå äîãàä ìò êéîé ïåëéøàé ïòîì êîà úàå êéáà úà ãáë   

    The reason, writes R' Saadya Gaon ZT"L, that one merits a long life and increased years for 

fulfilling the mitzvah of "íàå áà ãåáéë" is because when one properly bestows honor on his parents, his 

own children will see and learn to honor their parents, thereby enhancing and prolonging the quality of 

their parents' lives. On the other hand, if one is disrespectful to his parents, his own children will, in turn, 

return him the favor, causing him anguish, pain and a lack of endurance for a life not worth living.

      It was not uncommon for people to travel from far and wide to the quaint Southern Israeli city of 

Netivot for one reason - and one reason alone: To seek blessings, guidance and kabbalistic remedies from 

the great Tzaddik and Mekubal, R' Yisroel Abuchatzeira ZT"L, known throughout the world as the 

Baba Sali. Tales of his Ruach Hakodesh - Divine Spirit, and the miracles that he performed are 

legendary, and the great tzaddik's name is often associated with supernatural wonders, healing and 

salvation. Yet, the Baba Sali's clarity, extraordinary wisdom and understanding of daily, down-to-earth 

situations brought solace and respite to the countless visitors who came to see him.

    One such woman made the arduous trip to see the great Baba Sali. A bit disheveled and harried, she 

brought along a teenage boy who appeared to be about the age of seventeen. Whereas it was generally 

understood that when one came to visit a holy man, one dressed respectably with appropriately 

conservative attire, this young man seemed to be have made a point of trying to stand out. Flaunting a 

bright and flashy t-shirt and the latest raggedly fashonable pair of jeans, the boy sat sullenly in the 

waiting area, looking for all the world like a youth at risk of being swallowed up in the wayward patterns 

of secular life. His hair was a mass of overgrown locks and his token-size Kipah appeared lost among the 

underbrush. How his mother dragged him to this holy place was anybody's guess.

    Eventually, their turn came. With a great sigh of relief, the mother gathered her belongings and 

anxiously bade her son to hurry up and join her. In the manner of teenage kids the world over, the boy 

took his time, rolled his eyes, and with an exaggerated sigh to match the genuine one of his mother, he 

seemed to expend all his energy just heaving himself off his chair. Dragging his feet in an unhurried 

manner, he followed his mother into the inner sanctum of the Baba Sali.

    When they were seated, the mother instantly burst into tears. "Rebbi," she cried, "what can I do? My 

son doesn't listen to a word I say, he is insulting and condescending. His friends influence him to disobey 

me and he twists my words around to use them against me. Please, Rebbi, please......."

    The boy sat there listening to his mother with a blank "I've heard it all before" expression. Let's get this 

over with, he thought, waiting for the rabbi to lash out at him. But instead, an amazing thing happened: 

the Baba Sali didn't scream or carry on. His eyes welled up with tears and he shook his head in an 

expressi e    
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