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   To review all of the above material both  before and during the
course of Pesach in order to eat  Matza all eight days with at least
some of the above intentions in mind.
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    A SERIES IN HALACHAH

gqt 'lda oil`ey bgd mcew mei miyely
Levels of Obligation to eat Matza on Pesach

  The obligation to eat Matza is on the first night of Pesach

only, and for those outside Israel, on the first two nights.

After that there is no intrinsic obligation to eat Matza. Yet

on Shabbos and the other Yom Tov meals where one must

wash (3 times on Shabbos and 2 times on Yom Tov) we eat

Matza to fulfill the obligation of feasting on those days.

According to the Vilna Gaon (GR”A), there is a voluntary

Mitzvah to eat Matza the whole Yom Tov. Thus, he had a

custom to eat a third meal on the last day of Pesach. Even

though we rule that one has no obligation to eat a third meal

on Yom Tov, the GR”A did so as the festival was ending to

grab his last chance to fulfill this precious mitzvah.

According to the Maharal, all Matza eaten on the Seder

night(s) more than the basic minimal also counts as a

desirable addition to the mitzvah.

   On Chol Hamoed there is no obligation to eat a meal. Yet

there is a preference to wash twice, by day and by night, on

each day of Chol Hamoed. Since it is not an absolute

obligation, if one forgot to say tuchu vkgh in the Chol

Hamoed bentching he doesn’t have to repeat the bentching.

Intentions one should have when eating Matza

   When eating Matza on the Seder night(s) there are a

number of concepts one should have in mind:

To fulfill the mitzvah of eating Matza on this night (1).1.

 `"hily cltyxid jexa d"en z`n   
qhiid cplailw ,l`xyi zad` ldwc ax 

To refrain from owning, eating and deriving benefit from

Chometz, and any Chometz products (2). 

To rejoice on Yom Tov which includes eating a meal

with bread or - on Pesach - with Matza (3).

To remember the rushed and hasty Exodus of Bnei

Yisroel from Egypt (4) which demonstrated the following:

(a) Hashem’s love for us that we didn’t sink into the 50th,

and lowest level of vtnuy - uncleanliness; (b) our

willingness to exist on minimums as a precondition to

accepting the Torah; (c) our trust in Hashem to go into a

desert with only minimal provisions.

To fulfill the voluntary mitzvah of eating Matza all seven

days of Pesach (5). Whenever a positive or negative

mitzvah is repeated in the Torah, fulfilling them is the

same as fulfilling separate individual mitzvos, (6).

  These intentions, except for the first one, apply each and

every time one eats Matza the entire Yom Tov. These

intentions are in addition to the year-round intentions that

one must have by every meal to: 

Fulfill all the Torah mitzvos (what to and what not to eat); 

Fulfill all the Rabbinic instructions (what one can and

cannot eat, washing for bread, berachos, etc.).

2.

3.

4.

5.

(a)

(b)

/vgbfv tkc icre ohthcna ukt thmuvk vbuufvu /ofkuf tku
u,ut uyjau" (th:t) rnut tuv khtc :uvhkt hcs tb,c w,f    

 jcznv lrh kgvbupmejmh ,seg ,t v"cev rfuza '"wv hbpk 
 urpta)iUp	m" 't"s /(wv hbpk vbupmejmh ovrct sdbf "wv hbpk 

 (ohcuyv ovhagn) ova ceghuohbupmvzca rtucnu /wv hbpk 
hagnu ejmh ,sheg ,t wv hbpk rhfzn 'wvk icre chren osta
,rhfz ihbg cyhv rtucn 'k"bv ubrupxv hrcs rutku /,uctv
kuyhc tuv icrev suxha ',ubcrev ,crevc ejmh ,sheg
hagn kf ifu /u,shegc ejmh ka uhagnfu 'lrc,h wvk u,uhnmg
,ufhhav uvzu 'lrc,h wv kt vrund ,ukyc,v lu,n uhv ,uctv

v ;hxun ifu /,ubcrev ihck obhc,nt ,pa'ub,arp ,khj,c 
" iuakv icre kmt cu,fa vzcaiUp	mzunr 'r,xv iuak tuva "

'ubcre ,crevc chrenv vauga ohhukdv ohagn sckna f"d
,gbfv ubhhvu 'vtur kf ihgn ohr,xbu ohbupm ohrcs f"d ah

/oheukt ,crhe hshk thcnv 'wv kt u,ukyc,vu ckv
c rthc /(wv wv ohrcs) "ofhbhcu wv ihc snug hfbt" w,f    rutn

g"hz cuaytkzn kfhn kthjh wr e"vrv oac anau- "hfbt" '
ostv ihc ,mmujv thv - "ofhbhcu wv ihc snug" '",uhfubt"v
ohfuz ,uhfubtv kuyhc h"ga tmnb /oheuktk u,ucre,vu

/icrev ,crev ka ubhbg kf thvu 'wv kt cre,vk

   w vkhj,c cu,fk lhrm vhv hrv 'vahn$ chrenv tuv 
 rnuk ifn rjtk eru '"ofn ost"vn?"chreh hf" $ vaug tuv 

 arpnu    ubrupxvchreh hf - "ofn chreh hf ost" :k"zu 
icrev ,creva 'ubhhvu /k"fg vgbfvu ohrcs hushuc 'ofnmgn
,crev tuv urehg tkt 'vns ,ehrzu vnvcv ,yhja er vbbht
kg ghpan 'vpc rntbv hushuvu /wv kt unmg ,gbfvu u,uhnmg
chreh hf ost" f"an uvzu /uhektk kyc,vku unmg ghbfvk uck
chrenv crek tuv ,ubcrev suxha 'k"r /u,uhnmgn $ "ofn
,gacu 'vcrevv hbpk yrj,nu vsuu,na h"g vzu 'truck
,uaghvk lhrm vhv vnvck vagba vna uckc cauj vcrevv
hf 'vkt kf u,uagc ost cuajha k"zu i"cnrv f"anfu /ung
'upud ;rahu uns lpaha uk hutru 'uapbcu upudc uhvktk tyj
tvha 'vzv icrev rpfu 'vrun, ubnn jeka trucv sxj tkuk
hatr sdbf icrev hrct hatru 'apb ,j, apb 'uns ,j, uns

/wv kt cre,vk u,kufhcu 'u,uhfubt kycn lfcu /k"fg uhrct
gauv) "ubh,pa ohrp vnkabu" cu,fv z"hpg ubrupxv rtcnu   
chrevk ub,uraptc ihtu e"nvhc crjaf v,g oda '(wd s"h
ohruchs ubhhv '"ubh,pa" h"g 'ubtruc kt cre,vk lrsv ',ubcre
kt ,ucre,v - icrev ,kugp kgpb z"hgu 'vgbfvu vyrj ka
tku ofn - "ofn chreh hf ost" euxpc k"zj uars ifu /trucv

/vgbfv tkc icre ohthcna ukt thmuvk vbuufvu '"ofkuf
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              d:zy ohrcs (4) sh:zy ohrcs (3) z:dh 's:dh 'yh:ch ,una (2) jh:ch ,una (1)
                         /vf ohjxp ihhg (6) d:zy ohrcs 'z:dh 'u:dh 'v:ch ,una (5)

R' Alexander Zusia Friedman ZT”L (Avnei Ezel) would say

    “It is traditional to begin a young child's study of Torah with the Book of Vayikrah, which deals primarily

with the laws of the korbonos - sacrifices. From this we learn that Jewish education is so important to the

perpetuation of our people that parents should not hesitate to make even the greatest financial ‘sacrifices’ to

ensure that their children receive the proper instruction.”

R' Shloime Rabinowitz of Radomsk ZT"L (Tiferes Shloime) would say:

    “The parsha concludes with the words wvc vnatkw which is an acronym for: wk k-et raa ,cn kfv ohagncouh
vwhghca  - ‘To the Lord, Who rested from all His deeds on the seventh day.’ This is an allusion to the dictum of

Chazal that, “Whoever keeps the Shabbos properly is forgiven all his sins.” Even in golus, when we have no

physical Mishkan in which to offer sacrifices, our observance of Shabbos atones our sins in the same way.”

A Famous Doctor once said:

    “In all my years in this profession, I’ve learned one thing: G-d heals and the doctor takes the fee!”

MAZEL TOV TO DR & MRS YAAKOV KIFFEL ON THE BAR MITZVAH OF THEIR SON ELIEZER h"b. 
MAY THEY SEE MUCH NACHAS FROM HIM AND ALL THEIR CHILDREN

TORAH TAVLIN IS AVAILABLE FREE OF CHARGE! TO SPONSOR/DEDICATE AN ISSUE, RECEIVE BY MAIL FOR YOUR SHUL OR

HAVE IT E-MAILED TO YOU DIRECTLY, PLEASE CALL 845-821-6200 OR SEND AN E-MAIL TO: TORAHTAVLIN@YAHOO.COM.



R' Avrohom Kalmanovitz ZT"L (later the Rosh Yeshivah of Mir), R' Aizik Sher ZT"L (who became Rosh

Yeshivah in Slabodka in Eretz Yisroel) and R' Aharon Kotler ZT"L (the founder and Rosh Yeshivah of the

Lakewood Yeshivah). The argument was whether a Jew had anything of value to learn from the gentiles.

After all, the Shulchan Aruch spells out in clear terms every action during the day that a Jew must adhere to

and follow, so what could possibly be learned from the goyim? 

    One bochur, a young illuy - genius, born and raised in Berlin, Germany, was the sole dissenter. He

passionately maintained his opinion that there were indeed practices and ideas that a Jew could garner from

the gentiles, albeit to elevate those concepts and use them properly in the service of Hashem. “Look,” he said,

“at the sophistication and moral clarity of my fellow Berliners. Surely, there is what to be learned from them,

even for a religious Jew.” He argued his position while the others disagreed with him and this went on for a

bit until the Alter from Slabodkah entered the room.

    Without preamble, the Alter launched into a shiur discussing the greatness and holiness of the Jewish

People. As if he had been present during the discussion before the shiur, he clearly outlined the greatness of

every single individual Jew and how a gentile has nothing from which a Jew needs to learn! Those in

attendance were amazed at the "prophetic" clarity of the Alter, who seemed to be literally addressing the

question they had posed right before the shiur. 

    As the students were filing out of the shiur, the student from Berlin sidled up to R' Aharon Kotler and

insisted that notwithstanding the great Master's lecture, he still believed that the civility and etiquette of the

courteous Berliners, was worth emulating. Is this not an ideal worth encouraging amongst us yidden, he

asked? Not wishing to enter into an argument, R' Aharon shrugged and left it at that.

    Many years later, when R' Aharon had already established the renowned Yeshivah Gedolah in Lakewood,

New Jersey, he found a visitor waiting for him on the steps of the Yeshivah one day as he entered inside to

deliver his daily shiur. The man came over to the Rosh Yeshivah and asked, “R' Aharon, do you remember

me? I am the bochur from Berlin, who so vehemently insisted that the civil practices of my fellow Berliners

were worth emulating. And even after we heard a shiur from our rebbe, the Alter from Slabodkah, I still

insisted that there was what to be gained from the gentiles.”

    The man's face clouded over as he began to remove his jacket. “Well, let me show you what the civility

and graciousness of my fellow Berliners did for me.” He took off his jacket revealing a stump where his hand

had once been. “I was caught in the insanity of the war. They cut off my hand in cold blood, while a cheering

crowd egged them on with encouragement! I was forced to learn the hard way, what a Jew has to gain from

the “civil” practices and ideas of the gentiles! Our Rebbe understood this years before but I was too foolish

and obstinant to believe him!” He cried bitter tears as R' Aharon consoled him.     

((((ffff----`̀̀̀))))    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    ggggaaaaffffnnnndddd    llllrrrr    yyyy`̀̀̀    ooooddddkkkkdddd    ooooxxxxdddd`̀̀̀    iiiippppaaaa    eeeeppppzzzzppppeeee 
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                ''''ddddllll    ddddggggppppnnnn    ooooaaaaxxxxwwww    aaaaiiiixxxxwwwwzzzz    iiiikkkk    yyyyttttppppeeee
    ''''eeeekkkkeeee    eeeeppppaaaaxxxxwwww    ddddiiiiddddiiii    zzzzllllqqqq                                        ((((`̀̀̀----aaaa))))

   The Torah lists the four ,ujbn icre - Meal offerings

(Rashi splits one in half to create a fifth) which were

brought by individuals as a means to acquire humhr  -

atonement, for their souls (chre, hf apb). The Netziv,

R’ Naftoli Tzvi Yehudah Berlin ZT”L, adds that

these four korbonos come to repair the sins that are

brought about through the four destructive traits

known as ",urn" - “Bitterness”: vrn vruja  (Blackness)

- which leads to depression and grief; vbck vrn
(Whiteness) - which can cause giddiness and

intoxication; veurh vrn (Greeness) - the source of all

desire, lust and envy; vnust vrn (Redness) - from

which sprouts anger and hostility. In the times of the

Mishkan and Bais Hamikdosh, when the people

understood how to gauge each negative trait, the

proper vjbn was offered and atonement was achieved.

    R’ Eliyohu Dovid Rabinowitz Teomim ZT”L

(Aderet) once came to visit the Netziv when he lived

in Warsaw. Upon entering the great rabbi’s room, he

found him working on his detailed explanation of the

four destructive traits that are rectified by the four

Meal Offerings, in Parshas Vayikrah. At once, the

Netziv burst into tears and exclaimed, “Look at me! I

have none of the good middos - only these negative

traits which rule me and dominate my life!”

    Thinking quickly, the talmid chacham renowned

by the acronym of his name ),rst(  responded,

“Rebbe, on the contrary. You are the embodiment of

the four ,urn which Chazal mention in the gemara:

tscugs trn - Master of his actions, t,,gnas trn -

Master of his Torah learning, hyhjs trn - Master of

wheat, and when you ascend to Eretz Yisroel, you

will become tgrts trn - Master of the Land!”  

        

            `̀̀̀eeeeddddeeee    ddddllll`̀̀̀    lllleeeewwww    ddddrrrrnnnnyyyyeeee    `̀̀̀hhhhggggzzzz    iiiikkkk    yyyyttttppppeeee
    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    eeeeppppeeeerrrr    ̀̀̀̀ yyyyppppeeee    cccciiiibbbbiiii    ̀̀̀̀ llll    mmmm`̀̀̀    ............    ccccrrrr((((`̀̀̀----dddd))))    

    Rashi writes: “He will hear the sound of an oath -

Regarding a matter to which he is a witness, that they

administered an oath to him, if he knows testimony in

favor of one (litigant), he should testify on his

behalf.” When discussing the oat icre, a number of

situations are mentioned which would necessitate the

offering of such a korbon: one who touches an

impure object which was concealed, one who touches

a human impurity, and one who swears to do himself

“harm or good.” Yet, the first example cited is

regarding one who fails to come forward as a witness

on behalf of another. "shdh tk ot" - Failing to speak

out in order to assist another Jew and possibly to

exonerate him, "ubug tabu" - For such a lack of caring,

one must bear his sin and bring a oat icre.

    The gemara (/sg tnuh) however, learns from this

posuk that although it is of utmost importance to

testify on behalf of another Jew, some people are

considered unworthy of even this benefit: “Only one

who is worthy of speaking (testifying), thereby

exempting a gambler (thcuec ejan), for although his

prohibition is only Rabbinical in nature, even so, he

is considered unworthy of speaking.” Explains the

Torah Temimah, R’ Boruch Halevi Epstein ZT”L,

a person who wastes his time with card games and

other means of betting is not forbidden from

testifying t,hhrutsn (Biblically) because he is

technically not a thief. Yet, since it was Rabbinically

decreed that he must not bear witness even on behalf

of another Jew, thus, he is exempt from a

guilt-offering. We learn from here how far our

Rabbonim are prepared to go to root out an evil from

our midst. We don’t even want the help of a gambler!

llllyyyynnnn: In the Beis Medrash of the Rebbe, R’ Chaim
Meir Yechiel of Mogelnitza ZT”L, was a restless
young man who would come to shul every day and
pace back and forth, busying himself with everything
other than davening. Finally, when the minyan was
almost done, he would first join them and begin
davening. The Rebbe called him in one day.
    “Why don’t you daven with the tzibbur like every-
one else? Why are you so erratic and frantic each
morning, not davening like you are supposed to?”
   The young man sheepishly replied, “Rebbe, the
truth is that every morning, I feel as if I’m not ready
to pour out my heart in prayer. Thus, I await the call

from Heaven, a sign sent down from Shomayim,
which tells me when I am ready to begin davening!”
    The Rebbe shook his head. “When Aharon and his
sons brought the korbonos, the gemara (:tf tnuh) tells
us: ‘Although the fire came down from Heaven, it was
a mitzvah to kindle a fire by the hand of man.’ What
are you waiting for? Light your own fire!”    
llllyyyynnnnpppp: Chazal say: “Prayer was instituted in place of
the korbonos.” When we daven, we must arouse
ourselves with a flame of passion, which will elevate
our tefillos until the Heavens. Stalling and waiting for
the “fire” to come down to us is not enough; we must
bring our own “fire” up to the sucfv txf! 
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((((aaaa----`̀̀̀))))    ''''eeeekkkkeeee    mmmmkkkkppppaaaaxxxxwwww    zzzz`̀̀̀    eeeeaaaaiiiixxxxwwwwzzzz    oooo`̀̀̀vvvvdddd    oooonnnneeee    xxxxwwwwaaaadddd    oooonnnn    ddddnnnnddddaaaadddd    oooonnnn    ''''ddddllll    ooooaaaaxxxxwwww    mmmmkkkknnnn    aaaaiiiixxxxwwwwiiii    iiiikkkk    mmmmcccc`̀̀̀
    R’ Shimon Bar Yochai would say: “You (Bnei Yisroel) are called wostw - ‘Man’ but the other nations of

the world are not called wostw.” (:she tghmn tcc) The Jewish People are special due to the fact that we have the

Torah to follow and guide us on our journey through life. A Jew without Torah, however, is akin to a gentile.

And what is a gentile? The following story pretty much says it all. 

    Many of the leading Roshei Yeshivah and Baalei Mussar from the previous generation, found their humble

beginnings in the hallowed halls of the Slabodkah Yeshivah. When the holy Alter, R’ Noson Tzvi Finkel

ZT”L, would deliver his regular shiur in the yeshivah, some of the brightest luminaries of the day numbered

as his talmidim and would eagerly drink in the words of their Rebbe. One day, as the talmidim sat awaiting

their Rebbe’s arrival for the daily shiur, a discussion ensued involving some of the assembled, including


