
     kouan lfc ah vru,c rntba vn kfa ohngp vnf ubrfzv rc
kg uz varpc ohsnuk ubt ratfu 'sjtu sjt kfk wv ,sucgc lrs ,truv
ohrcsv 'ohrcs ka iyuap vzc aha vnn .uj hrv ogkcu ekc vagn

/sjtu sjt kf kmt aha ogkcu ekc ,bhjc kg f"d ohbuufn
,ubek ouenca uktn vhvb tka lhrm thnas t,ghhx vnf !hut     
,j,u 'inzv hgdpn vren vzht onhg grth rat ,gc ,jt vgac onkug
cuajku 'okugv ,t ,"hav ,dvbvc ,ubbuc,vk hgmntf ,tz ukmbh rat
ktu wv kt cre,vk ovhfrsu ovhagn ,t ie,k 'o,htn vmur wv vn
,uchxc rcsv ohku,u vhp kg vrgev ,t ohfpvn ov hrvu 'u,ru,
ohngpka tkt ',ugrv ovhfrsn ohca obhta er tku ',ubua ,uchxn

/,ubbud,vvu ,uks,avv vuuxn ,j, vz kfu gap kg tyj ohphxun
uh,ughdb rjt kkua ,fkk ostv gcya lfn gcub rcsv ,chx rehgu     
vn hpf kfv ,t vturu lf kf sjuan tuv ohngpka sg ,uhahtv
,ususnu ,ukuea uh,ufhkv kfa u,gsc vnsnu 'u,ut ihfhkun uh,uut,a
,uhtr thcvk tuv kufh hrv rpx gsuh aht tuv ot ;tu 'vbuc,cu kfavc
ahdrn tku hkj tku 'uh,ukugp kf kg ohcu,fv inu ohthcbv in vru,v in

,jt vaen tkt obht uhhja lht kkua ,fkuv ka /uhadrvu uck ,ut, rjt 
lhrsvk kfuha lrs vrunu cr ostv uk jeh ot ohgb vnu cuy vn iftu     
'uhbhbg kfc ung .ghh,vk cuy rcj vzht ,ujpv kfku 'ws ,sucgc u,ut
cr u,ut hf ',uhahtv uh,ughdb rjt ,uybkn vcrv kmbhvk kfuh lfca
uhkg ghpavk hsfc jhpyvk ,bn kg jpuy uc aha vnn .uj lrs vrunu
uk aha ,ughdb o,ut kfn sjuan tuv iht lfk ;xubc hrv 'uuhzu urutn
scguan u,uhv hkcn ,ntv kg sungk kfuh unhg umghh,vcu 'unmg ostvk
rxun hrpxc ihhgku vcrv sunkk ufrs ot ;tu ',uhaht ,ughdb rjt
hf 'sck vzc hs tk lt 'hktrahv ahtv ka u,nab ohchvknu ohfhrsnv
gmc vnu cuyk grvu grk cuyv ,t lpvk jfv ovc ah ostv ka uh,ughdb

/ufu,ca grv ,t ruegk lf lu,n rrug,h tk ot rxunv ,t usunhkc
 oac h,gnaa unfu    g"hz t"uzjv irnapj, ot :sjtk ogp rnta 

kfcu lapb ,uutf vru,c tmn,a jyck hrv oheusesvu ,urnujv rjt
shn, vtr, ,ukuev rjt apj, ot lphvk ifu ',urnuj er vtr, rcs
wv iumr tuv vn ,gsk vhv, l,phta rehg ratf if tk lt ',ukuev er

/,ntv kg iuufku vru,c sunkk kfu, zt ut

  thbkcuen 'vank uk rnt 'vfkv rfzbu vagn vtr-xjbhp trhu"'h"ar
huvhk uvht t,rdhts tbhhre 'k"t 'uc ihgdup ihtbe ,hnrt kgucv 'lnn

 arhpu /"wudu ushc jnur jehu 'shn 'tebuurphjrznwv'rnuk lrmuvu" 'w
,hhtr tkk v,ut rfuz vhvha tku 'vfkvv rfzbu vagnv vtra
htn 'wudu xjbp oehuw c,fnk vhk vuvs 'wtrhuw ,khn hbpn 'vagnv

/"vfkvv rfzbu vagnv vtra 'wtrhuw
   wc kct 'hrnz vagn kt ubhhv wvagn vtrw ,buuf 'tyvhr oupku  khfan

suskp wvagn vtr 'xjbhp trhu" 'rjt iputc wvagn vtrw ,buuf arh
ogv hatr kf ,t je 'ch,fs 'khgks tret htes 'arpk vtrbu 'wufu
ovk ekj 'vank v"cev uk rntw '(v"k ihrsvbx) trndc ibharpnu 'wudu
vn ihhg) 'wktrahn wv ;t iurj cuaha hsf 'wufu tngy htn 'ihbhs h,c
euxhgu ihsv h,c eukhj kt 'thv wvagn vtrw ,buuf f"tu (oa h"arpa
kgucvwa vfkvv ,t uk rhfzv vz rcsu 'wv sucfk vtbec ktrah kf

/"wufu ,utcm wv ,tbe uckc vrrug,vu 'wuc ohgdup ohtbe ',hnrt
hb,snhk lf tk" 'vank rnt xjbpa tcun (/cp ihrsvbx) trndc vbvu     

l,src rvn hbhxarpk ahu '"uc ihgdup ihtbe ',h,ufv ,t kgucv '
cuvtkw-ubue ,gsn ost snkh okugk ';xuh r"t" 'trndv hrcs osevc
u,bhfa vravu ',ugcdu ohrv kf jhbv v"cev hrva '(h"ar) w,ufhnbv ,t

v rthc z"pku /(/v vyux) "hbhx rv kgwgshuvh icwtatw 'cu,fv ,t (oa) 
 kt hbhg tatw 'aurhp" 'whrzg tuch ihtn 'ohrvv kt hbhgv'ohgushv-wohrv

hf 'ihctu gst vzcu 'vru,v ,kcec vbhfa ,travk ufz tku 'ohvucd uhva
'ihtk unmg ,t cauj ostva ',ukyc,vvu vuubgv ,shn jufn-wihtnw

/"hnadu hbjur cuy kfk vfzt vsh kga 'ubhhv 'whrzg tuchw
v rhcxnu    wktuna ,rtp,w,t snkk 'znrn r,uh vzc aha '(c"h ur,h) 

'vutdv ,shnc an,avk uhkg ohngp rat 'wv ,sucgc lrs ostv
rntba unfu 'uka asuev ,sucg lrgnu ufrgn yhgnn rmhv uc ouenc
',utbe kmt sutn lhha vz rcs /(wu z"h 'wc v"s) "wv hfrsc uck vcdhu"
van lfk 'asuev ,t kkjnv sdbf ;eu,c sungk lhrm htbev ratf
'tehhs rv & hbhx rvn u,src teus ,utbe ka uz vfkv snhk ubhcr

/wv ,tbe kmt iudf vuutdv ,shnc an,avk lrum ah ohngpa snknv
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R’ Gamliel Rabinowitz ZT”L (Tiv HaEmunah) would say:

     “On his way to curse Klal Yisroel, Bilaam struck his donkey several times for acting in unusual ways: when the

donkey veered from the road, when the donkey pressed his leg against a wall, and when the donkey finally crouched

down and refused to go on. The claim against Bilaam is that he should have realized that these out-of-the-ordinary

occurrences were messages directly from Hashem Yisbarach, instead of assuming that they were everyday natural

occurrences. Similarly, a person who does not think and acknowledge that everything that is happening around him

is a message direct from Hakadosh Boruch Hu  - is in fact sinning.” 

d"r dnly mdxa` 'x za lgx `yix ezirxe l"f 'iaeh 'x oa xzl` l`eny sqei mdxa` 'x znyp ielirl    

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Shabbos Parshas Balak
`"ryz fenz 'f                                           July 9, 2011 -

zcearl mc`d z` xxerl miyexite zepirx                                                                     v"dbd  odkd l`ilnb iaxuiaepiax`"hily 
z`n oeghae dpen`a zewfgzde z"iyd                                                             w"dir milyexia minyd xry zaiyi y`x

    mmmmddddnnnnrrrr    jjjjllllzzzz    ̀̀̀̀ llll    mmmmrrrrllllaaaa    llll`̀̀̀    mmmmiiiiwwwwllll`̀̀̀    xxxxnnnn`̀̀̀iiiieeee((((aaaaiiii----aaaakkkk))))eeeeiiiizzzzeeeerrrriiiibbbbpppp    xxxxgggg`̀̀̀    ccccaaaarrrreeeeyyyynnnn    zzzzeeeeiiiidddd    iiiizzzzllllaaaallll    mmmmcccc`̀̀̀ddddllll    zzzzkkkkxxxxvvvvppppdddd    zzzzeeeexxxxiiiiddddffffdddd    llllcccceeeebbbbaaaa    ----    
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llllyyyynnnnpppp: Although on the surface, Bilaam’s words to the

messengers of Balak seem to be righteous and sanctimonious

in truth, Bilaam was looking out for only one thing: Himself!

He wanted the honor and respect, he craved the attention, but

     

  A SERIES IN HALACHA
 LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Laws and Customs that Merit a Good Parnassa (13)

ohburjt ohn - Washing the Fingers Before Bentching. We

discussed in a previous issue that washing before a bread meal,

and using a lot of water to cover one’s entire hand as per

halacha, is mentioned in the Gemara (1) as a merit for good

parnassa. Regarding ohburjt ohn, the water that is used to wash

one’s fingers before bentching, there is a scholarly - possibly a

Kabbalistic - debate over whether the above concept of using

“more water for more blessing” applies. This column cannot in

any way give a final ruling, but we will document the discussion

for general knowledge and appreciation of the concepts, which

will help us in this and other areas.

The Opinion of the Kav Hayashar (perek 13) and the Vilna

Gaon (as stated in Maase Rav (2) and quoted in Hilchos

HaGRA U’Minhagav p. 160) is that the last washing is similar

to the first and one should use at least a Revi’is (3-4 oz.) of water

for this washing. They add that one who uses a lot of water will

get Heavenly blessings just like the washing before the bread

meal. The Kav Hayashar explains it in the following way: When

a person dines at home with his family, there are numerous

ihehzn (harmful spirits) that want to partake of that meal. By

removing the filth from one’s fingers these spirits, who love dirt

more than anything, he wanted the money! He played

“hard-to-get” purposely, in order for Balak to raise his

offering price! One can learn from Bilaam how “not to act”

with regard to looking out for himself and himself only!

  `̀̀̀""""hhhhiiiillllyyyy    ccccllllttttyyyyxxxxiiiidddd    jjjjeeeexxxxaaaa    dddd""""eeeennnn    zzzz`̀̀̀nnnn 
qqqqhhhhiiiiiiiidddd    ccccppppllllaaaaiiiillllwwww    ,,,,llll`̀̀̀xxxxyyyyiiii    zzzzaaaadddd`̀̀̀    llllddddwwwwcccc    aaaaxxxx 

and filth, will not settle on his hands. He adds, from the Shaloh

Hakadosh, that one should wash ohburjt ohn into a container,

and not pour onto the ground, because this water is the portion of

the trjt tryhx the “other” evil side, and one should give it to

him in an honorable way. Others (3) add that washing the fingers

“appeases” the trjt tryhx and they do not act as accusing

angels against him. (The Chazon Ish is quoted (4) as saying that

it is not clear that this opinion attributed to the GRA is reliable.)

Opposite Opinion of the Chida (sge:d gcmtc vrun) and Ben Ish

Chai (wj jka wt vba) is that since this used water goes to the tryhx
trjt, one should use only a minimal amount. If he adds more

water than necessary, he causes the trjt tryhx to cleave to him.

Of course, he still has to have enough water to cleanse properly

the first two joints of the fingers and preferably all three joints (5).

He should also pour water onto both sets of fingers and not pour

on just one set and wash the other set with that (6).

Possible Reconciliation of the Two Opinions. Based on the

wording of the sefer (ohburjt ohn ihbg) ruvyv ijka some (7)

suggest that according to those opinions who require a full

amount of water, in essence, they mean that the cup to pour from

should contain at least a Revi’is. However, the pouring itself

should be minimal, just enough to wash the fingers.
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R’ Moshe Yehoshua Hager Shlit’a (Vizhnitz / Bnei Brak) would say: 

     “Chazal say: ‘He who comes to cleanse himself receives help from Above.’ (/se ,ca) It does not state, ‘He who

cleanses himself,’ but rather, ‘He who comes to cleanse himself.’ This wording teaches us that with the slightest

beginning, the first faint spark of an intent to do Teshuvah, a wondrous helping Hand is extended from Hashem to

assist the man. As a result of this Divine assistance, the tiny spark of Teshuvah will ignite into a bright flame, and

the desire to return will become a reality.”

A Wise Man would say:

    “Do not tell the Almighty how big are your troubles. Tell your troubles how big is the Creator.”
miigd xexva dxexv eznyp `dz - fenz f"k xhtp - l"wevf oiihy dyn oinipa axd oa awri miig axd oe`bd epiaxe epixen znyp ilirl 

TORAH TAVLIN IS AVAILABLE FREE OF CHARGE! TO SPONSOR/DEDICATE AN ISSUE, RECEIVE BY MAIL FOR YOUR SHUL OR
HAVE IT E-MAILED TO YOU DIRECTLY, PLEASE CALL 845-821-6200 OR SEND AN E-MAIL TO: TORAHTAVLIN@YAHOO.COM.



''''eeeebbbbeeee    `̀̀̀eeeedddd    jjjjeeeexxxxaaaa    iiiikkkk    mmmmrrrrdddd    zzzz`̀̀̀    xxxx`̀̀̀zzzz    `̀̀̀llll    mmmmddddnnnnrrrr    jjjjllllzzzz    `̀̀̀llll    mmmmrrrrllllaaaa    llll`̀̀̀    mmmmiiiiwwwwllll`̀̀̀    xxxxnnnn`̀̀̀iiiieeee    ((((aaaaiiii----aaaakkkk))))
     The Gemara in Makkos (:h) describes how Hashem told Bilaam not to go with the messengers of Balak to curse the
Jews. From here the Gemara learns out the famous dictum, words by which a person should live his life: vmur osta lrsc"
"u,ut ihfhkun lkhk - “In the way that a person wants to go, he is led.” Hashem does not interfere with a human being’s free
will. Whereas all life circumstances are predestined in all situations, in the case of good and evil, man is given the freedom
to choose. And then, based on the direction he chooses Hashem helps him along. 
     The Mashgiach, R’ Wolbe ZT”L taught that whatever a person truly wants in life, whether it is spiritual or even
physical in nature, he will usually obtain it because nothing stands in the way of a strong will. 

     R’ Avigdor Miller ZT”L explains that one who desires and seeks wisdom is helped from above and that the amount of
heavenly assistance he receives is in direct proportion to the sincerity of the seeker. 
     The Alter of Novardok ZT”L was known to say: “There is no such thing as I cannot. One who says he can’t is simply

lacking ratzon (will). That is why he thinks that he can’t!” 
     R’ Zelig Pliskin Shlit’a writes that a  “lack of spiritual accomplishment does not come from a lack of ability but from a
lack of will. Therefore, the most important thing for a person to work on is to intensify his will to do the will of Hashem.

     May Hakadosh Boruch Hu give us the ability, insight, wherewithal and opportunity to truly fulfill His ratzon.

    ''''eeeekkkkeeee    ''''dddd    iiiitttt    zzzz`̀̀̀    xxxxeeeeaaaarrrrllll    llllkkkkeeee`̀̀̀    `̀̀̀llll    aaaaddddffffeeee    ssssqqqqkkkk    eeeezzzziiiiaaaa    `̀̀̀llllnnnn    wwwwllllaaaa    iiiillll    oooozzzziiii    mmmm`̀̀̀((((ggggiiii----aaaakkkk)))) ����������

    ''''eeeekkkkeeee    eeeellll    ̀̀̀̀ eeeexxxxwwwwllll    eeeennnnrrrr    iiiippppaaaa    uuuuxxxx`̀̀̀    xxxxddddppppdddd    llllrrrr    xxxxyyyy`̀̀̀    ddddxxxxeeeezzzztttt    xxxxeeeerrrraaaa    ooooaaaa    mmmmrrrrllllaaaa    llll`̀̀̀    mmmmiiiikkkk`̀̀̀llllnnnn    ggggllllyyyyiiiieeee((((dddd----aaaakkkk))))
     “No prophet in Israel ever arose like Moshe” - ‘In Israel none arose, but in the gentile nations one arose. And who

was it? Bilaam.’ These words of the Sifri (yk ohrcs) would lead one to believe that Bilaam was on equal footing with the

great Moshe Rabbeinu, as far as prophets go. This would include the Avos, Aharon Hakohen, Dovid Hamelech .... the list

goes on and on! And yet, nothing could be further from the truth. Rashi states: “For what reason did the Holy One blessed

be He rest His Divine Presence upon a wicked non-Jew? So that the nations should not be able to open their mouths and

say that had we had prophets of our own, we would have stayed good (not sinned).” In the end, Hashem gave them a

prophet - Bilaam - who breached all rules of morality and licentiousness, and was a bane upon the world. Rather than do all

the good he was capable of, Bilaam was an evil man through and through, who brought the world much pain and misery.     

     The era of Enlightenment (Haskalah) wreaked terrible havoc upon the world of the Lithuanian Yeshivos. There were

many bright young boys who had actually shown signs of genius as Yeshivah students, but were swept up in the

excitement of the times and the false promise of something “better” on the other side. These potential Rabbanim, future

leaders and Torah scholars left Torah study and service of Klal Yisroel to become intellectuals and professionals in service

to .... themselves, at best! Young men, who at the early age of sixteen or seventeen disappointed the ambitions of their

parents and the expectations of their rebbeim, and were withdrawn from the Yeshivah to enter the world of academics and

commerce, denying all possibilities that perhaps at eighteen and nineteen, they would begin to blossom as Talmidei

Chachamim, as is so often the case. The resultant loss to our impoverished generation, is unfathomable and immeasurable.

     When R’ Yaakov Kamenetzky ZT”L was still a student learning in Slabodka, a visitor came to the Yeshivah. This

man was college educated and thought quite highly of himself. He let it be known to anyone and everyone that before he

attended the university, he had learned in the Volozhiner Yeshivah, under the great Rosh HaYeshivah, R’ Chaim

Soloveitchik (Brisker) ZT”L, and he challenged the bachurim of the Slabodka Yeshivah to test him in his knowledge of

the Talmud. A few did and found him to be quite knowledgeable. 

      He then proceeded to inform the students that after he left the Yeshivah, he studied under Professor Albert Einstein in

the university. This piqued the curiosity of the students as well, and the bachurim were anxious to hear his assessment of

his experiences with two intellectual giants; the brilliant Rosh HaYeshivah and Gaon in Torah knowledge, R’ Chaim

Soloveitchik and the world-renowned scientist, Dr. Albert Einstein. The students wanted to know: Which man was a

bigger genius and which possessed greater abilities?

      As the students crowded around the man expectantly, he pondered long and hard for a correct response. In the spirit of

intellectual honesty, he believed he owed them a truthful answer. Finally, he smiled and replied, “Indeed, this is a difficult

question. But if I had to venture an answer, I would say that Dr. Einstein was the more brilliant of the two.” The students

were shocked, but the man quickly continued. “He may have had a slightly better mind, but R’ Chaim ... ahh ... who could

match R’ Chaim? Through his genius he could take any topic and make anybody understand it. Einstein may have been

slightly smarter, but what good is being so smart if you cannot give over your knowledge to the next generation? Nobody,

but nobody had R’ Chaim’s ‘koach hasbara’ - his gift for explanation!”

       R’ Yaakov would emphasize this point. Einstein had neither R’ Chaim’s koach hasbara nor his Torah knowledge and

commitment to Yiddishkeit. Had there been no Einstein - the physicist - what kind of place would this world be? For one,

there would be no nuclear bomb, with its attendant threat of impending disaster to all mankind. If on the other hand,

Einstein had been a comrade in Torah with R’ Chaim, imagine how rich the world would be!
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    iiiilllleeee`̀̀̀    ddddkkkkllll`̀̀̀eeee    jjjjiiiizzzzllllrrrr    llllrrrr    aaaavvvviiiizzzzdddd    wwwwllllaaaallll    mmmmrrrrllllaaaa    xxxxnnnn`̀̀̀iiiieeee
    jjjjllll    iiiizzzzccccbbbbddddeeee    iiiipppp`̀̀̀xxxxiiii    ddddnnnn    xxxxaaaacccceeee    iiiizzzz`̀̀̀xxxxwwwwllll    ''''dddd    ddddxxxxwwwwiiii                        ((((bbbb----bbbbkkkk))))

    The Tosefta (/z ,ufrc) informs us that if Bilaam had

determined the exact moment of the Almighty’s wrath and

said the word "o'k (F" - “destroy them,” Hashem would have

destroyed the Jewish people. The curse "okf" is so short that

even the angels would not have been able to prevent

Bilaam from uttering it. Only Hashem could stop Bilaam.

    What is interesting is if Bilaam had the ability to find that

precise moment and eradicate Klal Yisroel, why did he wait

until now? Why didn’t he do this earlier, while still in

Midian? What exactly did he need Balak for?

    Chacham Dovid Pinto Shlit’a (Pachad Dovid) explains

that Bilaam required Balak’s participation - namely that he

should respond Amen - to enable the curse to take effect.

The last two letters of the name kcog  together with the last

letters of the name cek  spell out "ekng". Likewise, the first

letters of both their names spell out the word "kckc" which

means to confound or confuse. Bilaam recognized that in

order to do what Amalek was unable to do earlier during

the sojourn of Bnei Yisroel, it was necessary to “cool off”

the intense spirituality of the Jewish people as well as

confuse (kckck) them into sinning. By performing both

these actions, and by employing Balak to assist him with

these tasks, he felt he would be invincible.

    We find this idea alluded to in the Haftorah: “My people,

hear now what Balak, King of Moav schemed ..... in order

to recognize the righteous acts of the Lord.” (v-u vfhn)  This

refers to Hashem’s kindness, for even though Bilaam knew

exactly when Hashem would become became angry, still

Hashem acted with Bilaam measure for measure: Bilaam

attempted to confound Bnei Yisroel, so Hashem confounded

Bilaam by appearing to him by chance ("vren"). This

weakened him so that he would not succeed in “cooling off”

the Jewish people and not curse them as he had planned.      

     EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
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    Bilaam, who certainly had no desire to see good in Klal

Yisroel, was overwhelmed when he saw the way Jewish tents

were erected. The entrance of one tent did not face the

entrance of the neighboring one, so that people could not see

inside another’s tent. They knew that it is a human weakness

to be inquisitive and even intrusive. Thus, they took the

necessary precautions to set up their tents in a way that

neither family could pry on the other, or even see the other’s

private actions by mistake. In response to this beautiful way

of life, Bilaam proclaimed "ktrah lh,ubfan cegh lhkvt ucuy vn"
- “How exemplary are your tents, Yaakov; your abodes,

Yisroel.” Adds R’ Pesach Eliyahu Falk Shlit’a, it is

understood that we too are to set up our homes on these lines.

     In Shiras Devorah, Devorah the Prophetess sang the

words, (sf:v ohypua) "lruc, kvutc ohabn" - “She (Yael) should

be blessed by the women of the tent.” Rashi explains that the

“women of the tent” are our Matriarchs. They are referred to

with this title because concerning each of them, the Torah

mentions her tznius in connection with her tent. A tent is a

temporary abode, whereas a house is a permanent dwelling.

Our Imahos looked at life in this world as just a temporary

sojourn in which a person prepares himself for a blissful

future in Olam Haba. They therefore paid their full attention

to all that was important and substantial and were not enticed

by the transitory pleasures of this world. In this way, their

hashkafos had a direct bearing on how they acted with  tznius.

     Thus, the posuk says, “How precious are your tents

Yaakov, your sanctuaries Yisroel.” When people understand

that their homes are just tents, they are inspired to pursue real

values: Torah study. Houses of study are fully occupied by

men learning Torah - encouraged to do so by wives who

appreciate the greatness of Torah learning. Hence, lhkvt"
"cegh (Jewish homes) leads to "ktrah lh,ubfan" (Yeshivos).

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF   
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO 

llllyyyynnnn: A rich man once came to the Baal HaTanya, R’

Schneur Zalman of Liadi ZT”L with a confession. Although

he was known as a wealthy man involved in many charities

and organizations, he had recently lost almost all of his

money. He was teetering on the brink of financial ruin.

    “Rebbe,” he said, “I am willing to undergo hardship

should that be the Divine Will. However, I feel I cannot

allow my investors and my charities to suffer. What should

I do? I truly need an economic miracle!”

    The Rebbe looked at him and said, “You seem to know

what you need. How about what you are needed for?”

    Upon hearing the words of his Rebbe, the chasid fainted

on the spot. An attendant rushed in and revived him with

some cold water on his face and some strong smelling salts.

Immediately, he embarked on an earnest and intense

program of prayer, fasting and intense Divine service.

     After several days had passed, the Rebbe looked at him

and said warmly, “I see that you have turned away from

being so intensely focused on your own needs. Go home.

The Lord will surely bless your efforts with success.” 
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