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A person cannot be on top and on the bottom at the same time. If he is on
top, then he is obviously not on the bottom, and vice versa. If so, why does the
Torah insist on declaring that in good times, Bnei Yisroel, "Will be only on top
and not on the bottom™? Isn't that quite obvious?

R' Tzaddok Hakohen of Lublin ZT"L gives us the following insight: The
posuk in Navi states,”»212) IR 127N 072N 712 OX” - "If You will surely bless
me and extend my borders.” (-7 '8 ©n M27T) Why is this a prayer for both a
blessing and an extension? The answer is because sometimes people are given
a large and plentiful bounty, however, if they are not properly equipped to
handle it, it can destroy their lives. Thus, in actuality, this was a prudent
request. In order to be able to absorb and manage the myriad blessings of
Hashem, to become wiser, bigger and better, an extension of borders, broader
horizons and deeper understanding would be entirely necessary.

Based on this, it can be understood what the Torah meant by the double
blessing of "> Py ™y - "And you will be only on top," and N NOW
"N - "And you will not be on bottom." Hashem will shower His people with
an abundance of blessing, so much so, that they will surely "be on top."”
However, at the same time, Hashem will also ensure that we don't stay put and
remain "on the bottom" - i.e., small-minded, little people with blessings too big
for us to deal with and to handle. Rather, when the Jewish People are worthy of
true blessings, Hashem will help us grow and expand, in order to properly to
receive those blessings.
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Rabbeinu Yaakov Ben Asher ZT"L (Ba'al Haturim) would say:
"INO WYY NI NN - Cursed is the one who smites his friend in private.
The gematria of \no1 - private, (662) is ¥y WO - Slanderous speech!"

R’ Shimon of Yaroeslav ZT"L would say:

"The closer people are to me, the better they know me. People from out of
town call me the fzaddik, Reb Shimon. In my own town, I am referred to as R’
Shimon. My wife who knows me best, just calls me plain old Shimon!"

A Wise Man would say:

"The old crow didn't get old by being the fastest of the birds, or the strongest,
or the bravest. He got old by being wily. Courage is fine in battle, there is no
substitute for it, but cunning is even better!"
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Rov, "Anything, a line from the gemara, a Machlokess Rashi and Tosfos."

The bochur could not understand the excitement of the Rosh Yeshiva, how
he was practically jumping with anticipation. After a moment of thought, he
recalled a gemara in Chulin, ™90 19N P19, and recited a famous machlokess
that was discussed on that page. The Ponovezher Rov grabbed him and kissed
him emotionally. He took his hand and wouldn't let go pulling him out of the
yeshiva and into the street. Every person he met, he called out, "Do you know
who this is? This bochur went through Auschwitz and carried a machlokess in
the gemara with him allthroughout!" He could not stop hugging him and
squeezing his hand.

They half-walked, half-ran to the home of the great Chazon Ish, R'
Avrohom Yeshaya Karelitz ZT"L, where the Ponovezher Rov told him about
the boy. The Chazon Ish stood up and took the boy's hand and in a voice full of
emotion, he said, "This boy is proof that the Torah will always have a pvp
n3o! It will never be forgotten from Klal Yisroel. Never!"

TORAH GEMS

(3,2-13) 7199 AN AINN YT Y NN 1158 NIANDY ... MDY DAN T9 P
Many of the meforshim notice that the mitzvah to carve the Torah onto
stones is written twice in this parsha. The great Don Yitzchok Abarbanel
ZT"L explains that at the time that Bnei Yisroel entered the Land of Israel, it
was common practice among the nations of the world to set up monuments of
stones to commemorate their military victories, similar to the way that modern
nations plant their flags in conquered territory. Hashem recognized that the
Jews would follow this practice, and after conquering the land of Israel, would
undoubtedly proceed to memorialize the victory with a notable relic of rocks —
a war trophy of sorts. Thus, the first posuk, "(When you enter) the land that
Hashem has given you, set up a monument of large stones,” is just a statement
of fact, whereby Hashem recognized that the Jews would act in a certain way.
Following this recognition. though. Hashem outlines the exact manner in
which they were supposed to undertake this action. That is the purpose of the
second posuk: "When you pass over the Jordan river, set up this monument of
rocks, as I have commanded you.” While the Jews likely would have set up the
monument anyway, Hashem commanded them to do so, and inscribe the entire
Torah on the rocks, thereby sanctifying their practice. The lesson is apparent:
There are many things in the world that we, as human beings, will be part of in
our everyday lives. The trick is to turn these actions, which we are going to do
anyway, and turn them into elements of Avodas Hashem - Divine service. Each
action, small or big, can elevate our mundane actions into the religious realm.
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In the portion of the nnN>n - Harsh Criticism, one of the curses that will
befall Bnei Yisroel if they do not follow the path of Torah and mikzvos is the
disastrous concept of N NN NNow - Forgetting the Torah. After World War 11, a
young Hungarian bochur named Shlomo was among a group of Auschwitz
survivors who successfully reached the Land of Israel and with no designated
destination in mind, he ended up in the city of Bnei Brak. Once there, he heard
of the Ponevezher Yeshiva and decided that he would like to be a part of it.
When he entered the halls of the Beis Medrash, the sound of Torah learning
warmed his heart, bringing back fond memories of the years he learned in
yeshiva and an aching reminder of all that he had lost. He asked somebody who
the Rosh Yeshiva was and was led to him.
The Ponovezher Rov, R' Avrohom Kahaneman ZT"L, welcomed the new
arrival. "I would like to learn in the yeshiva," said the Hungarian boy earnestly.
"Have you ever learned in yeshiva before?" asked the Rosh Yeshiva.
"Yes," said Shlomo, "Before the war, | was learning in a yeshiva in the town
of Veitzun, Hungary."
Suddenly, the Ponovezher Rov stood up excitedly. "Did you go through the
war?" he asked. "Were you in Europe the entire time or did you get out before?"
The boy's face took on a pained look. "My entire town was sent to Auschwitz
and almost everyone died. My entire family was wiped out and I have no one
left and no place to go. But [ want to learn here in the yeshiva, if that's okay."
"First, can you tell me something that you learned in Europe,” breathed the
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