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Rashi tells us that when Yaakov saw Yosef, he did not fall on his long, lost
son's neck and cry and kiss him, as Yosef did. The reason was that the time to
recite Shema had arrived and Yaakov Avinu was in the middle of Krias Shema.
The famous question is asked: Reciting the Shema takes a few minutes to
accomplish. Assuming that Yaakov had not recited Shema earlier because the
appropriate time had not arrived, or for whatever reason, could he not have
taken just a few short moments to embrace and kiss his most beloved child for
whom he had so bitterly grieved all these years, before properly saying the
Krias Shema?

The Mahara"l M'Prague, R' Yehudah Loewy ZT"L, explains that the
moment of Yaakov's reunion with his son Yosef, was one of unprecedented
emotion for Yaakov. Twenty two years of love that he was unable to shower
upon his dearest child, were all to be concentrated into this single moment, the
moment when he would lay eyes on and embrace Yosef. But Yaakov's
devotion to Hashem and his love for Him was greater than any personal
feelings that he had. Yaakov, instead of allowing his emotion to spill forth onio
his son, directed his intensity and extreme devotion towards Hashem and
immediately began to say Krias Shema. In the manner of his father and
grandfather before him, Yaakov attested to the primacy of his devotion to
Hashem, which superseeded all of his earthly desires.
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R' Yisroel of Kozhnitz ZT"L (Kozhnitzer Maggid) would say:
"A person who claims to fast from Sunday to Friday, while secretly eating

at night, is fooling the world. One who does fast from Sunday to Friday is only
fooling himselfl"

R' Yisroel Salanter ZT"L would say:
“No one is more dependent upon others than one who sceks glory!”

R' Shneur Zalman of Liadi ZT"L (Ba'al Hatanya) would say:

"Only a person with a great mind is big enough to harbor opinions that are
opposed to his own. A person with a small mind has no room for dissenting
opinions. Therefore, if you see someone who is unable to tolerate other
people s advice and optmons, itis prctl} clear that his intellect his limited - he
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child and he added a running obligato. Together, the old master and the
young novice transformed a frightening situation into a wonderfully creative
experience. And the audience was mesmerized."

The Rov took the man's hand in his own. "A person must always
understand, that whatever our situation in life and no matter our history,
however outrageous, however desperate, whatever dry spell of the spirit,
Hashem is right there, whispering deep within our beings, 'Don't quit. Keep
playing.' My dear Yid, always remember, you are not alone. Together, with
Hashem's help, you will be able to transform the broken patterns of life into
a masterwork of His creative art. Together, you will mesmerize the world
with a song of success."
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The reason why Yosef and Binyomin cried on each other's shoulders is
highlighted by Rashi. "(Yosef cried) for the two temples that would be built
in the portion of Binyomin and destroyed, and Binyomin cried for Mishkan
Shilo that was to be in the portion of Yosef and ultimately destroyed.” But is
this meeting of two brothers the proper forum for mourning of the Buis
Hamikdosh and Mishkan - even before they are built?

R' Mottel Pogermansky ZT"L answers with a penetrating insight into
the human mind. The posuk states 70239 95 990 AynT 1 DY - "And
Hashem will erase the tears from every face.” What is the meaning of "from
every face"? Chazal explain that it refers even to tears of joy. But why
would Hashem erase tears of joy? When Moshiach finally arrives, won't our
Joy and happiness grow in ever greater measures? The answer lies in the
source of those tears. One might think that a person cries when hearing good
news because his happiness increases, but in actuality, his tears stem from
the knowledge that all this good will eventually come to an end. In the deep
recesses of the human mind, a person will subconsciously acknowledge the
limits and boundaries of pure joy and actually feel sadness. Thus, when
Moshiach comes, and joy and bliss will never again cease from the world,
then Hashem will cause all tears to halt - even tears of joy.

This, then, 1s how we can understand the words of Rashi. Yosef and
Binyomin both saw the future greatness that would be in each other's portion
of Eretz Yisroel, but they cried because of the knowledge that there would
also be destruction. Their tears came about because they recognized that this
greatness would not last and with that knowledge came sadness.
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A man once came to his Rov and began to complaim about his lot in life
He listed off item after item of misfortune and felt that he had just about had
it. What could he do? His unbearable weight was suffocating, and he had no
idea how to rise up from his misfortunes.

The wise, elderly rov stroked his beard, deep in thought. Then he spoke.
"Letme tell you a story. There was once a mother who very much wished to
encourage her young son's progress on the piano. One day, she took her boy
to the famous pianist, Paderewski, who was giving a concert. After they were
seated, the mother spotted a friend in the audience and walked down the aisle
to greet her. Seizing the opportunity to explore the wonders of the concert
hall, the little boy rose and eventually explored his way through a door
marked "NO ADMITTANCE".

When the houselights dimmed and the concert was about to begin, the
mother returned to her seat and discovered that the child was missing.
Suddenly, the curtains parted and spotlights focused on the iinpressive
Steinway piano on stage. In horror, the mother saw het little boy sitting at the
keyboard, innocently picking out the song "Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star." At
that moment, the great piano master, Paderewski, ‘made his éntrance. He took
one look at the little boy sitting n his seat, quickly moved to the piano, and
whispered inn the boy's ear; "Don't quit. Keep playing.” Then leaning over,
Paderewski reached down with his left hand and began filling in a bass part.
After-another inoment, his right anm-reached around 1o the other side o1 the
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