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Swn3: This year, the Shabbos before Shavuos falls out on
the second day of Sivan, which is the day known as “Yom
HaMeyuchas.” As we know, one is rewarded for his own
achievements, not those of his father or his sons. Thus, "on"
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"wY1p TInn Y - Keeping the Jewish Camp Holy (6)
Avoiding an Ervah. Previously, we discussed the ruling of the
Mishna Berurah () about the two common levels of ervah:
The uncovered hair of a Jewish married lady and the uncovered
skin of any lady that must be covered. This means knees and
above (according to certain poskim, ankles and above, as will be
explained), elbows and above, or a neckline that is too low or too
wide. These are Rabbinic ervah and in the case of uncovered
hair, a man may simply close his eyes and his holy words are
permitted. This is because this Rabbinic ervah only maintains
such a status as much as it causes a man to have improper
thoughts. However, once he shuts his eyes, it will not arouse
him. Uncovered skin is different and one should be more strict;
he should turn his entire body away from view leaving the ervah
to his side. If this cannot be done or it will cause others to be
embarrassed, he can treat it like hair and shut his eyes.

Sitting on an Airplane. This is a common scenario for people
who travel, especially air travel. When a man books a seat on an
airplane and does not know who will be assigned the seat next to
him, he should be cautious and reserve a window seat. (Some
people try to switch once they are on the plane but this doesn’t
always work and at times can lead to a Chilul Hashem.) This
way, if an inappropriately dressed lady is in the seat next to him
(which is in and of itself a big D), he can turn his body away

Chacham Rabbeinu Chayim ben Attar ZT”’L (Ohr HaChayim HaKadosh) writes:

or good family ties, should matter less than one’s own
achievements. So if we take the word "orn" out of the word
"oPy)’, we are left with a "n" and a "' which is the numerical
value of 46 - this day being the forty-sixth day of the Omer.
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as best as possible when he recites Tefillas Haderech or other
holy words - or at least most of his body towards the window.
Ladies Saying Words of Kedusha. Ladies do not have any of
the above restrictions, since these are not actual “Torah ervah”
(the exposed private areas of a person) and are Rabbinic ervah
because they may arouse improper thoughts in men who look at
them. This obviously does not apply to ladies who do not see and
have these thoughts. Thus, if a husband and wife are traveling on a
plane and one can get the window seat, it should be the man.
Leniency of the Chazon Ish. With regard to shutting one’s eyes
in the presence of a Rabbinic ervah, the Chazon Ish ) and some
other poskim 3) hold that diverting one’s focus of view is the same
as shutting his eyes, even though he is still actually facing the
ervah. There are two ways to explain this ruling of the Chazon Ish:
1) It suffices to roll one’s eyes to a position where he does not see
the ervah. (This seems to be the opinion of Nachlas Binyomin.)

2) One must tilt his head down or to the side in a way that in any
way he rolls his eyes, he cannot see the ervah @. In a situation
where one cannot get by with just shutting his eyes, one could
rely on the view of the Chazon Ish. Regarding the two ways in
understanding the Chazon Ish, if one cannot be machmir like the
second option above, there could be grounds to be lenient like the
first option. (See the words of Mishna Berurah () and the opinion
of Rabbeinu Yonah, mentioned in Shulchan Aruch Harav ).)
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“Iwn N 1972 - ‘Hashem shall bless you and protect you.” Chazal tell us that this blessing refers to parnassah -

livelihood. As we know, ‘One who increases his possessions, increases his worries,” and the minds of wealthy
people are unsettled as they must supervise all their assets. Their time is always short and their nerves under strain.
However, Hashem’s blessing can only enrich a person ‘and will not add sadness with it,” for Hashem’s blessing is
complete. Thus, after Hashem blesses His nation with wealth, He then ‘protects’ us from all the worries and problems
associated with prosperity, as the Torah tells us, ‘You shall be only on top, and you will not be on the bottom.”

Alter from Kelm, R’ Simcha Zissel Ziv ZT”’L. (Chochma U’Mussar) would say:

“The gemara (0 ) teaches that a standard period of Nezirus (when one makes a vow not to cut his hair or drink
wine) is thirty days. If a person accepts upon himself thirty days of holiness and purity, the Torah already describes him
as having "WYY YPON WY - ‘the crown of the Lord on his head.’ A person who makes an effort to better himself, even
for thirty days, is considered exceptional; how much more so is the one who works on himself every single day?”

A Wise Man would say: 297 oo Woyh W
“Old age is like everything else. To make a success of it, you’ve got to start young.” oy Qj’w V3 WEN BTN
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In April 1944, the German Army entered the Hungarian city of Satmar, established a ghetto, and began the deportation
of its Jews to Auschwitz. One of the most wanted men in the entire city was the renowned Satmar Rebbe, R’ Yoel
Teitelbaum ZT”L. His followers and family were well aware of the grave danger to the Rebbe’s life and a secret bunker
was built especially for him with an entrance through a garden adjacent to the home.

One day, a cadre of S.S. men stormed into the Safmar Rebbe’s house. There, sitting on a chair, engrossed in his studies,
surrounded by many seforim was a man with a full, white, flowing beard. The lead S.S. man aimed his revolver and at
point-blank range shot at the sitting man. Incredibly, he missed. The bullet zoomed by, a millimeter away from the man’s
head, and embedded itself in the bookshelf behind him. “Your name!” demanded the German, still pointing his pistol.

“Ashkenazi,” responded the old man. Reb Feivish Ashkenazi was the Satmar Rebbe’s trusted gabbai for many years

“Where is the Rabbiner Teitelbaum?” inquired the S.S. officer. “He left some time ago,” responded R’ Feivish.

After the officer left, the pale, shaking gabbai took out the sefer that was hit by the bullet. The bullet had lodged itself in a
copy of Sefer Mitzvos Hagadol (Sma’g) right by the words describing how the “the kohanim would stand by their duties.”
For Reb Feivish and the rest of the close chassidim, the message was clear. No harm would come to those who took care of
the Satmar Rebbe and watched over him, for he was the holy Temple and they were the kohanim who served him.

The sefer that saved Reb Feivish Ashkenazi’s life was also miraculously saved, and made its way to the Satmar
Rebbe’s study in Brooklyn. Frequently, he would take out the sefer and look at it with tears in his eyes.
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In certain circles, it has become commonplace for a boy who is becoming a Bar Mitzvah, to be treated to a trip to Eretz
Yisroel, where a great Tzaddik or Rebbe puts Tefillin on the boy for the first time, after which he goes around receiving
berachos from various Gedolim. There are tremendous spiritual benefits to such a trip, not to mention the memories that
will last with the 13-year old boy, but oftentimes, people don’t realize that there are drawbacks to such a trip as well.

On one occasion, a man who maintained a close relationship with R> Shmuel Wozner Shlit’a, author of Shevet
Halevi and Av Beis Din of Zichron Meir in Bnei Brak, called the Rav well in advance and asked if he can bring his son in
a few months to put on Tefillin in his Beis Medrash. R> Wozner was happy to oblige but told the father to give him a call a
few days before leaving the United States with the exact day he was coming. The father purchased the plane tickets, which
cost $2,000, and told his son about the upcoming trip. Naturally, the boy was very excited and looked forward to the trip.

One week before the flight, the father called R” Wozner as instructed. To the man’s astonishment, he heard the Rav say
to him, “T’ve decided that it’s not worth the trouble for you to come all this way and visit me in Bnei Brak.”

“But why?” asked the man in shock. “My son has been preparing for this trip for a long time already.”

R’ Wozner explained his decision. “Yes, it is important that the first time a boy puts on Tefillin, it should be a Rav who
does it for him. But have you thought about the harmful things that the boy is liable to see during the long journey from
America to Eretz Yisroel? In the airport, on the plane, the signs on the road. Is it worth the risk? Nothing in the world is
worth the damage that is liable to occur to a young impressionable child if he sees forbidden things,” said the Gaon.

The man continued with another question. “But what shall I tell my son? He will be so disappointed. And what am I
going to do with the two tickets that I bought for $2,000?”

There was a slight pause on the line, and then R’ Wozner issued a definitive ruling. “Go and buy a beautiful ornate frame.
Place the two tickets inside the frame which you will hang on the wall, and write in big letters: WE SACRIFICED THESE

TWO TICKETS, WHICH COST $2,000, SO OUR BELOVED SON W ULE-)NOT SEE FORBIDDEN THINGS!”
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S®B: One of the grandsons of the Sanzer Rav, R’ Chaim
Halberstam ZT”L, was not acting in line with his status as
a “Rebbishe Einekel.” He could not be found among the
“learners” in the Beis Medrash and his vulgar behavior was
inappropriate for even the simplest Jew.

One year, he came to spend the Yom Tov of Shavuos with
his holy Zaida in Sanz. R> Chaim was informed of the actions
of his grandson and he called him in to talk a few days
before Yom Tov. “These days are known as 'onvnn »
(Days of Nobility). Do you know why they are called this?”

The young einekel shook his head. R’ Chaim explained,
“It is because before Hashem gave Klal Yisroel the Torah,
any person who did what was correct and behaved in a
manner befitting him was considered a ‘meyuchas’ - he was
of noble spirit. Thus, before Shavuos, we attribute this spirit
of nobility to these ‘Yimei HaMeyuchas.” However, after
Kabbolas HaTorah, only those people who sat and learned
Torah, did mitzvos, and behaved with proper derech eretz
were considered ‘meyuchasim.” A course boor - even from a
noble lineage - 18 in no way considered a ‘meyuchas’!”

On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply feeds & clothes Shomer Shabbos Jews in Eretz Yisroel with zero overhead
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Chazal tell us that concerning a Sotah who was forced to
drink the liquid containing the ground-up remains of the
Name of Hashem, if it is determined that the woman is
clean, then if she was previously barren, she shall bear a
child; if she delivered a child in pain, she shall deliver a
child with ease; if she had one child, she shall have two
(N> mo71). This seems surprising, since the accusations
against her arose from the fact that she isolated herself with
a stranger, aroused her husband’s jealously, and no longer
obeyed him. If so, she does not appear to be blameless and
thus why does she merit such a great reward?

R’ Eliyahu Lopian ZT”L says that this teaches us a
great principle in serving Hashem. This woman, who
arrived at such a low point in her religious observance that
she isolated herself with a strange man, despite warnings to
the contrary from her husband, actually overcame a great
trial. It was made clear that by her spiritual strength, she
overcame her desires and did not succumb to sin. Hence
“she is clean.” Such a courageous act, namely to have
conquered her instincts, earned her an enormous reward,
despite the fact that had she not repented, she also would
have received the punishment for having isolated herself.
Yet, for having controlled her desires, she will have her
reward: “she shall be exempted and bear seed.”
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The Medrash states as follows: “Rabbi Yudan said, surely
only one bowl, one basin and one spoon were offered ‘on the
day it was anointed.’ (Rosh Chodesh Nisan) Why does the
Torah state that there were ‘Twelve silver bowls, twelve
silver basins and twelve gold spoons’ offered on this day?
Because the posuk considers it as if they had all offered on
the first day, and they had all offered on the last day.”
The privilege of offering on the first day is obvious, but

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
ON THE WEEKLY MIDDAH OF ...
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what is the advantage of offering on the last day?

The superior quality of the last day over those that
preceded it, including the first day, is that on the last day the
Mizbeach (altar) became dedicated in actual fact and not
merely in the realm of the potential or the possible. So a
person might think that since only one of the tribes merited to
bring their offerings on the last day, only one of twelve
spiritual paths, which the tribes represent, is truly relevant in
the actual Avodah to Hashem. To counteract this notion, the
Medrash states, “It was as if they had all offered on the first
day, and they had all offered on the last day.” In other
words, we cannot relegate any of the tribes’ offerings to the
theoretical or purely spiritual. All of them are considered to
have offered equally on the last day when the altar became
dedicated in actual fact. (Toras Menachem)

In Pirkei Avos (2-), we learn: “Every single day, a Bas
Kol (Heavenly voice) goes forth from Har Chorev (Sinai)
and announces, ‘Woe to mankind because of the insult to
the Torah.” The lack of Torah learning and an improper
path to mitzvah observance - or in many cases a total lack
thereof - is how we, mankind, create an “insult” to the
honor of the Torah, and much of the pain and suffering
today, including our daily mishaps, are a result of this insult.

The Beis Yisroel, R’ Yisroel Alter ZT”’L, adds that in
the immediate days leading up to the holiday of Shavuos,
the day in which we celebrate receiving the Torah so many
years ago - and indeed receive it anew from year to year - it
is so important for every Jew to listen closely and hear that
“Bas Kol” issuing forth, reminding us to strengthen our
service to the Almighty in Torah study and Mitzvah
observance. Especially on the Shabbos before Shavuos, we
must prepare ourselves for the big day and the holiness of
Shabbos allows us to hear the call with greater clarity. We
can then turn the “insult” into pure Kavod HaTorah.

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT sHLOMO
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“Orne who sees a Sotah in her disgrace should be so shaken that he shall become a Nazir and separate himself from wine.”
(a2 nvo). It is interesting to note that in the Mishna, Rabbeinu HaKadosh placed Maseches Nazir before Maseches Sotah,
whereas in the Torah, the parsha of Sotah comes first. The Kotzker Rebbe ZT”’L explains that years ago, when people were
spiritually stronger, the avodah of a Jew was "1 nwuyy yIn MO" - one would first separate himself from evil and only
afterwards begin working on doing good. Today, though, this does not apply anymore. Even Rabbeinu HaKadosh saw that in
his times people were not up to the task of distancing themselves from evil thoughts and sinful ways. As a result, this caused
people to become depressed with their status, and lose their ability to achieve anything at all. The way to growth is through
focusing ONLY on the positive, and then the evil will disappear on its own. Now, if this idea applied close to 2,000 years ago,
how much more so does it apply in our times! Depression and low self-esteem are major reasons why we lack motivation and
enjoyment of learning Torah, and serving Hashem properly. People are turning to all kinds of temporary pleasures to assuage
the empty and often angry feelings they experience, often caused by the yetzer hara or other negative influences - the "y 0"
one needs to fight. Because we are too weak to overcome these evil forces, we fall prey to their designs. The way to overcome
evil is "1 nwy" - by DOING GOOD. Don'’t try to fight the negativity in your life; don’t answer back to those that pull you
down. Just get involved in doing good, in doing mitzvos, in surrounding yourself with inspiring people who will raise you up!
Don’t tell your children, your students, your spouse what they are doing wrong - tell them what they are doing right!




