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Halacha L'maaseh: Horav Boruch Hirschfeld Shlit'a
A SERIES IN HALACHAH
LIVING IN A YESHIVAH (17)

Talmud Bavli is the main body of learning in a yeshivah
because students gain a knowledge and understanding of
how to properly analyze source material by studying in-
depth sections of the gemara. Most yeshivos also have
short time periods every day dedicated to the study of
Mussar and Halachah. Yeshivah students are obligated to
devote time and participate in these studies for the
following reasons: 1) These limudim are essential for
every Jew to serve Hashem and learn His Torah with
proper attributes and correct actions. 2) Not attending
these study periods might be displaying a lack of honor to
one's Rebbe and mentor. 3) A student must follow the
rules and guidelines set down by the institution he is part of.
Learning Mussar

A Jew is obligated to: 1) "Know his creator." 2) Serve
Him with love and awe. 3) Deal properly with other
people. These concepts are scattered all throughout the
Talmud, and the Sifrei Mussar collect all the teachings,
categorize them and provide detailed explanations of how
to fulfill them. In fact, the obligation to involve oneself in
the study of Mussar is stated clearly in many of the
writings of the Rishonim () and Acharonim (.

The Mishna Berurah writes ) that every person should
set aside aperiod of time daily to learn seforim on Mussar.

- Rav D'khal Ahavas Yisroel, Cleveland Heights, Ohio

A student should ask advice from his Rebbi as to which
Mussar seforim he should learn, unless a specific sefer
was already chosen by the Yeshivah.

One should learn Mussar with the attititude that the
author is speaking directly to him, advising him on a
personal level about how to perfect his thoughts and
actions. This serves to assist him in many other areas of
Torah study: 1) One who takes the words of Mussar to
heart and becomes humble and modest will better
understand words of Torah. 2) One may understand
"Real-life" applications of all that he learns by developing
this approach through the study of Mussar. 3) Through
Mussar, one can comprehend the awesome importance of
daily Torahstudy and fulfillment of mitzvos.

In order to climb the ladder of Mussar self-improvement
in the Yeshivah tradition, one should learn these seforim:
Pirkei Avos, Mishlei, Orchos Chaim @), Mesilas Yeshorim,
Shaarei Teshuvah ) (in the month of Elul), as well as the
many ethical teachings found in the weekly Parsha. This
can be done in small increments of 20-30 minutes daily.

A person once asked R' Yisroel Salanter ZT''L, if he
only has half an hour a day to study, should he learn
Gemara or Mussar? R' Yisroel responded, "Mussar! By
learning Mussar, you'll realize you have more than a half
hour a day to learn, by reassessing your priorities!"
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R' Chaim Shmulevitz ZT"L would say:

"Chazal teach a man to honor his wife more than he would himself, while a wife is deemed viruous if
she does the will of her husband. As long as the husband abides by the former and the wife by the latter,
their home will be blessed with marital bliss. It is when they switch quotations - the wife demanding love
and respect and the husband expecting total subservience - that the troubles begin!"

R' Menachem Mendel Morgenstern ZT''L (Ohel Torah) would say:
"You shall see but the utmost part of them, and shall not see them all." It is only if one looks at a "part’
of a Jew, a small detail of his make-up, that one might notice any flaws; if he is considered as a whole, no

defects will be visible."

A Wise Man would say:

"Alot of money is tainted - It 'taint yours and it 'taint mine!"
MAZEL TOV TO MR & MRS DOVID HOFFMAN ON THE BAR MITZVAH OF THEIR SON, YITZY
TORAH TAVLIN IS AVAILABLE FREE OF CHARGE! TO SPONSOR/DEDICATE AN ISSUE, RECEIVE IT BY MAIL OR HAVE
IT E-MAILED TO YOU DIRECTLY, PLEASE CALL 845-821-6200, OR SEND AN E-MAIL TO TORAHTAVLIN@ YAHOO.COM.
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It was impossible to consider the costly repairs required to restore the mikveh.

The Chofetz Chaim told him, "I understand that it is difficult and the people do not listen to you. But
the least you could do is faint" If the Rov would faint, perhaps the members of the community would find
some way to repair the mikveh!

TORAH GEMS
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Rashi writes: "Any use of the word 'oN’ implies
a voluntary act, except for three (places), and this
is one of them.” When a Jew is truly in need of
financial aid, it is a N2 - (absolute) requirement,
upon each and every Jew to come to his assistance
and not leave another Jew wanting. Of course, there
are ways to discern what type of individual he is or
if he is truly in need. Some look at his external
appearance, others at his family situation. The
Brisker Rov, R' Yitzchok Zev Halevi
Soloveitchik ZT'"L was known to employ the time-
tested method of Shlomo Hamelech.

Once, while the Brisker Rov was walking down
the street with the Charkover Rov ZT'L,
conversing in Torah, a beggar in ragged clothes ran
up to them, stuck his hand in the Rov's face and
demanded, "Brisker Rov, give me money!" R'
Yitzchok Zev brushed past him and walked away.

The man would not give up and followed after
them calling out, "Give me money! I have no
money!" The Brisker Rov simply ignored him and
walked away. The Charkover Rov was curious.

"Why did the Rov ignore this beggar? He could
have at least given him a penny just to get him away
from us." The Brisker Rov turned to his companion
and shook his head.

"In Mishley, Shlomo Hamelech writes, D)NN1Y
Y W YUY VI NI - A poor man implores
incessantly, whereas a rich man answers brazenly.’
Obviously, if this man spoke with such arrogance
and brazenness, it's a y2>© - a true indication, that
he's not really poor at all!"
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If it comes before you, the donkey of your friend

in need of unloading packages, and the donkey of
your enemy who is overly burdened and requires
assistance, one must see to the burdened donkey of
his enemy before helping his friend's donkey. The
reason, writes the gemara (:25 NYNND N13), is YT
M NIRNIY - "To subjugate one's evil inclination.”
The gemara questions this line of reasoning and
asks, but what about the prohibition of >Hya 9yy
o»n - (allowing) the pain of a living being? It
immediately counters with: 1% NN 155 »15 7O
1y - "Even so, the act of subjugating one's evil
inclination takes precedence.” An amazing gemara,
indeed! Even in the face of transgressing an 7oN
NNMINT (according to one opinion in the gemara),
a person is required to focus on quelling his yetzer
hara, instead of fulfilling the mitzvah!

Explains R' Itzele Blazer ZT'"L, one needs to
approach this concept from the position that just as
one must slaughter an animal, kosher it, and eat it
for his sustenance, so too, must one "slaughter" -
subjugate - his evil inclination as part of his very
survival on this world, even at the expense of a
living animal. For the yetzer hara is continually on
patrol, attempting to bring a person down, causing
him to sin and convincing him that his ultimate
purpose in life - Torah and mitzvos - are not
significant in the grand scheme of things.

Thus, it is no great stretch for the very same yetzer
hara to convince a person to disregard his enemies'
needs, and see to his friends' assistance, since they
both truly require it. But by doing so - giving in to
his yetzer hara's demands - one is denying his very
own life-blood, the very sustenance that neces-
sitates his existence on this world. To this, states
the gemara unequivocally: "Even so, subjugating
one's evil inclination takes precedence!"
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In the city of Ponovezh, very few Jews publicly desecrated Shabbos. This was due in large part to the
efforts of the renowned Rov and Ponovezher Rosh Yeshiva, R' Yitzchok (Itzele) Rabinowitz ZT''L,
who would go out every Friday afternoon together with one of the prominent residents of Ponovezh, R'
Yehudah Naftali Hertz ZT"'L of Bialystok (author of Noam HaMitzvos), to supervise the closing of the
Jewish stores in time for Shabbos. R' Itzele was in charge of one area of town, while R' Naftali Hertz
oversaw a different location. Witnesses had recounted that the announcements of R' Itzele about the
impending commencement of Shabbos left a lasting impression of sanctity upon all who witnessed it.

Only once was a Jew in Ponevezh brazen enough to keep his store open on Shabbos. Even after the
two rabbonim made their usual Friday afternoon rounds, one Jewish shopkeeper decided to flaunt the
accepted rule and continued to do business even after nightfall. The scandalous news blazed throughout
the city and eventually reached the home of the Rosh Yeshiva.

When R' Itzele heard about it, he stood up and announced his resignation as Rov, effective
immediately. He refused to accept responsibility for a city in which chilul Shabbos occurred. Many of the
community leaders ran to his home and urged him not to take such drastic action, that they would use all
means of persuasive negotiation to prevail upon the Shabbos desecrator to mend his ways and see the
light. However, all efforts to persuade him to reconsider were fruitless.

Once the members of the community realized that R' Itzele was totally unyielding, they did what was
required to resolve the problem. Very soon thereafter, the father of the Jew who had kept his store open
passed away, and the Chevrah Kadisha - burial society, in conjunction with the missive of the leading
members of the community, informed the son that they would not give his father a proper Jewish burial
unless he promised to keep his store closed on Shabbos. Only when the man agreed to do so did R' Itzele
consent to continue as Rov of the city.

Later, R' Itzele explained his obstinacy: Had he not resigned from his official position as Rov, he
declared, or had he resigned but then immediately caved in to the requests to return to his position, the
chevrah kadisha would not have felt the urgency necessary to pressure the son as they did. Soon more
stores would have remained open on Shabbos, and all the responsibility would have fallen on the Rov's
shoulders since he had had it in his power to suppress the insurrection at its outset. Said R' Itzele, "I just
acted as a leader of a community should!"

In a similar situation, a Rov once told the Chofetz Chaim, R' Yisroel Meir Hakohen Kagan ZT''L,
that it was beyond his power to repair the damaged mikvah in his city. Most of the residents lived in
erinding poverty, he said, and the few wealthy ones were unconcerned about the lack of a kosher mikvah.
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