TO SUBSCRIBE
AND RECEIVE THIS
TORAH SHEET WEEKLY.
WWW.IORAHTAVLINORG
OR SEND AN EMAIL TO
TORAHTAVLINe
YAHOOCOM

v o
BiTIAK
SxipY o1
“ 4 9v5%
Yy sa1p
b ral
“ 113 Y11
DITYAR

Toradt TAVLIN 1y npbw

mans s phe

E
s
=
£
=
B
£
S
B
E
s
7
5
H
z
S

SHABBOS PARSHAS KORACH ... JUNE 27. 2020
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Coronavirus: Relevant Halachos in These Trying Times (13)
Giving Presents. Question: It is customary to give an end of
the school year present to a teacher. This year, the teacher is an
avel, in the twelve-month mourning period for a deceased
parent. Can presents be given to the teacher as normal?
Answer: Normally we do not give presents to an avel. This is
included in the prohibition of Sheilas Sholom, formally greeting
an avel, as the RM”A () brings in the name of the Maharil.
However, in Shu’t Divrei Malkiel ), he rules that Rabbanim
may be given gifts because they are considered part of his salary,
and not a cause for extra simcha. R’ Moshe Feinstein 2’1 3),
paskened the same way regarding students giving a Chanukah
present to their Rebbi. I think it would be preferable to fulfill this
by giving the type of present that could indeed be deemed part
of a salary, with a clear financial gain for the teacher. Examples
of this would be cash, gift cards, check, or something they might
have bought for themselves. Giving a painting that they might
not have use for, would not be so easy to term as “salary.”
Under the Chupah. Question: I will be attending the outdoor
chupah of my grandchild. According to my doctor, my age and
medical condition necessitate me to maintain proper social
distancing. Standing close under the chupah would not satisfy
this, so can I say one of the seven berachos from far, and not be
near or under the chupah? (This question also comes up when a
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wheelchair-bound relative cannot be brought under the chupah.)
Answer: Sefer Nachla L’Yisroel @) asks an opposite question.
Since the seven berachos under the chupa require ten men and
there are no ten men under the chupah, how does the mevarech
combine with those outside the chupa to total ten? Even though
they may see one another, some Poskim hold that they do not
combine (see Mishna Berura (5)) with people in two separate
domains. He says that the chupah does not separate those close
by from those under the chupah. Accordingly, all those in the
whole open area could combine and are deemed to be in one area
and can combine as long as they see each other (see Shu’t
Minchas Yitzchok (). So the grandfather in our case can say a
beracha even if he is socially distancing as long as ten men can
hear him. Even if the chosson and kallah don’t hear him, it will
suffice because these berachos are not an obligation on the
chosson and kallah but rather on the assembled people. (Even if
the young couple is deaf, the berachos can be said, see Vavei
Hoamudim (7)). Similarly, one can give a beracha to one who is
wheelchair-bound and cannot be brought under the chupah.
Masks. Question: Can shul money be used to buy masks in a shul
that requires them, for those who forgot or didn’t bring their own?
Answer: Where this is deemed necessary by the Rav and the
board of the shul, it is definitely a bona-fide requirement and shul
money can certainly be used for them, see Vavei Hoamudim ).
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N12° o8’ - The Ponevezh Rav zt”l says, we know that sometimes when the Gemara has a difficult

question, it remains with a y>n which some say stands for Tpyany mwenp ¥ >avn & sometimes the Gemara says Ty N XY INUM
on xw. Why does the Gemara sometimes refers to ybx as »vn & sometimes as y»ox? Furthermore, how can we ever rely on
o for a psak if, as we know, onwa N> nmn? The Rav explains with the rule for Shas [nowa py1al. Every time the Gemara says v it
will always be after a nmonn in x120. Then, he is referred to as >avn, the town where he comes from, implying that Eliyahu will come as a
human Rosh Yeshiva, not as a »2, & tell us which sevarais correct. This is permissible because he will not be using the “superpowers” of a
Navi. Every time he is referred to as Eliyahu, it comes after a monn in moxn. For example, the classic case [19 97 1"2) where 2 people
give money to someone to watch. In one package was $100, the other $200, & they both say they were the one that gave the $200. The
Mishnah concludes that each one gets $100 & ymox amw Ty nava x> ww. In this case there certainly is a liar xn N1, we just don't
know who it is, so we call him yox & he may use his wnipn m to expose the liar. This is permitted because it's not a psak just a revelation
of who the liar is. So, we call him Eliyahu. R’ Elyashiv zt”I says in the name of the Leshem (his grandfather) that this is what is meant in the
Haggada when we say "»»7 nmmn nix 19 17 X990 0 %99 117p WN'. Not give us the Torah? Torah is our life, what do we mean? The
Leshem explains, we are saying, even if we were just given the Torah to learn without the power to pasken against onw, it would be enough!

N e Y Y10 " i ") N
. ADUX ST RNGT e
R’ Chaim Halberstam z¢”I (Sanzer Rav) would say: 30V (8) 33Na DTN M (7) T03 ph
“PHN P 12 N WK INY - The mistake of Korach was that he wanted to be a Rebbe and he wanted Heaven to agree
with him. He felt that his position was correct and he said, ‘I will take 250 heads of the Sanhedrin to be my chassidim, and
perforce from Heaven they will agree to me.” For this reason Moshe Rabbeinu answered Korach and said, “The man whom
Hashem will choose, he is the holy one.” The idea of a Rebbe and his chassidim is not one that depends on a drasha from
Chazal. A Rebbe cannot be anyone except the one whom Hashem chooses and not a Rebbe who chooses his chassidim.”

A Wise Man once said:

“Honor is a gradual disease«. When a person can no longer laugh at himself, it is time
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for others to laugh at him.”
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A religious Jew by the name of David Gellis was on a business trip to Chicago. He spent an entire week involved in
business and upon its conclusion, he grabbed an afternoon flight on Friday back to New York. Shabbos was late and he
figured he had enough time to make it home once he landed in New York before the zman. Unfortunately, right from the start,
he realized there was a problem with the flight. Although all the passengers had boarded, the plane had still not budged from
the terminal. A half hour went by and suddenly the plane began to move. David relaxed a bit as he wasn’t too far behind
schedule. But then, he looked out the window and saw that his plane, which had begun to taxi toward the runway, was now
headed right back to the terminal, right back to where it had started. The minutes ticked by and soon, the flight was a full hour
behind schedule. David was beginning to sweat as he realized he might not make it back home in time for Shabbos.

The captain came on the loudspeaker and announced that the delay was due to the fact that the President of the United
States had just arrived in Chicago and for security purposes, no one was permitted to move until the President and his
entourage had cleared out. He apologized for the delay and anticipated that they should be moving in about another hour.

Now David really began to panic. There was no way he’d make it home on time and his only option was to get off the
plane now and stay by a friend of his in Chicago. He motioned to a flight attendant and explained that he must get off the
plane but she responded politely, yet firmly, that it was impossible as no one was allowed to come or go until the President
had left. David sat back in his seat and thought about it. He was stuck - it was crazy! He might not even make it to his friend’s
house in Chicago. But what would happen ..... if he got sick and required medical attention? All at once, David began to shake
and clutched his chest, gasping and choking at the same time. His alarmed seatmate hastily called over the stewardess who
recognized the seriousness of the situation. “Is there a doctor on board?” she called out in a shrill, pleading voice.

Seconds later, a middle-aged woman came bounding down the aisle clutching a stethoscope. “I'm a doctor,” she said
loudly, “let me see the patient.” The stewardess pointed to David and she began to listen to his chest. “He’s having a heart
attack!” she screamed and demanded that they call an ambulance and have it ready to go to take him to a nearby hospital.

A wheelchair was found and David sat down in it, still clutching his heart. He was shocked and began to think that maybe
he really was having a heart attack! Within seconds, the doctor was pushing him to the door of the aircraft, where they were
both permitted to deplane due to the seriousness of the situation. She continued to push the wheelchair out into the terminal
and headed for the airport exit. Suddenly, David held up his hand and she stopped pushing him. “You know what?”” he said,
with a relieved smile on his face, “I feel so much better. I don’t need to go to the hospital. Thank you for your help!”

David jumped out of the wheelchair, grabbed his small overnight bag, and ran to the nearest exit. He grabbed the first
taxi he found and arrived at his friend’s house with just a few minutes to spare. He spent a wonderful Shabbos in Chicago
and told his friend about the fiasco on the plane and how he managed to get off and get back here right before Shabbos.

On Motzei Shabbos, David took the first flight back to New York, and later on Sunday, when he went to daven Mincha,
he told his Rav the amazing plane story. The Rav smiled as he listened and said he was collecting great Hashgacha Pratis
stories. It was a few weeks later, when his Rav called him and told him ... the rest of the story! He had just come back from a
simcha in Chicago, and he overheard a woman talking to a few people. She was saying, “.... I didn’t know what to do! The
plane was stranded on the tarmac and not moving and I realized I wasn’t going to get to NY on time. Suddenly, they called
out for a doctor and I came running. I saw a religious man in distress but when I checked his heart, he was fine. Then, I
realized that this was my chance to get off the plane. I yelled that the man was having a heart attack and I needed to take him

to the hospital. They let us off the plane and I was looking for a paramedic to give him over to, when the man just stood up

and said he was fine. Th

, he ran out one exit and I ran out another! Made it home for Shabbos with seconds to spare!”
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As the nation gathered in Gilgal for the second coronation

of Shaul Hamelech - the first one having lacked a convincing
consensus - Shmuel HaNavi spoke about the responsibilities
of the monarchy and how requesting a king over their present
leadership was a form of rebellion, akin to the rebellion of
Korach. The Torah commands, “You shall place (appoint) a
King over yourself” (Devarim 17:15), so why was Shmuel

upset at the Nation for their seemingly proper request?

R’ Avigdor Miller zt”’l explains that Shmuel was a
descendent of Korach and made it his life’s mission to rectify
his ancestor’s sin. For many years, Klal Yisroel did not have

the institution of a monarchy ruling over them and while
gentile historians want to belittle us and claim that it was
because the Jewish Nation was a primitive, tribal, backwards
people, that cannot be further from the truth. On the contrary,
the Jewish people recognized Hashem as the only real King
deserving of reverence and fear, and as a result, succeeded at
self-governance for close to 400 years, with the help of the
Shoftim, of course. Shmuel was upset because Klal Yisroel
had become enticed by the glitz and glamour of the heathen
monarchies of the time, and without a second thought, were
prepared to throw away the self-governance model of their
earlier leaders which had allowed them to remain so close to
Hashem, from the time of their bondage in Egypt, until now.
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Parshas Korach is truly a sad chapter in Bnei Yisroel’s sojourn in the wilderness. It was the first open rebellion against
Moshe and Aharon, and the leadership of the Nation. Yet, there are many lessons we can extract even from Korach himself.
Korach and his group had a sheifa (desire) for gadlus. It was a quest to elevate themselves in ruchniyus. However, they
infringed upon something that did not belong to them. We learn from this episode 3 things: First of all, in order to attain
any level of holiness, one has to have a sheifa - albeit a righteous and proper one. Second, says R’ Yeruchem Levovitz
zt”l, we learn that the prohibition of stealing applies not only to physical property but even to one’s spirituality. This is why
a goy who keeps Shabbos is “chayav misa” - because Shabbos is a treasure that belongs exclusively to Klal Yisroel. If a
gentile keeps Shabbos, he is taking something that does not belong to him. And finally, the Medrash says on the posuk
"D WNR NN N YT 92" - Moshe was hinting to Korach that Hashem created definitive natural boundaries that cannot be
altered. Morning is morning, night is night. Yidden are Yidden. Goyim are Goyim. We are separate from the gentiles by
nature. These “laws of nature” cannot be defied. A Yid is a different creation than a goy. I once heard in the name of the
Chasam Sofer z¢’l that a physical or medical statistic that was attained based on a sample of gentiles, does not necessarily
hold true, in a physical sense, for a Jew because even our DNA and physical makeup are different than theirs. Thus, in a
similar fashion, Korach cannot take away the Kehunah from Aharon Hakohen because it belongs to him “naturally.”
The lesson we can learn is very important. We must always remember the posuk and principle of “V’avdil eschem min
h’amim lihyos li” (1 will separate you from the nations) and live up to our task, living life like an ehrliche Yid truly should!
ﬂpﬂ b= 5 ) ﬂ-?‘—) 1-2@-@ on his way, leaving the high-minded woman and her family
(R-12) ... J2INT 732 OB 12 1INY soaked, he immediately got out of the car, asked her where

om: A man drove through the rainy streets of Lakewood and
noticed a familiar figure pushing a baby carriage. When he
pulled up closer to offer a ride, he confirmed that it was in
fact the renowned Rosh Yeshivah, R’ Dovid Trenk z¢”’l, who
was pushing an empty baby carriage in the rain. Hurriedly, he
put the carriage in his trunk and asked R’ Dovid to sit down.
After R’ Dovid got into the car, the driver pressed him
for an explanation. Rabbi Trenk explained that he was
driving along in the rain and saw a woman with a baby and
several other young children struggling to make their way
home in the rain. He stopped and urged them to climb in so
he could drive them the few blocks they needed to go, but
the woman refused, saying that she wasn’t comfortable
taking a ride from a man who wasn’t a family member.

she lived, and handed her his keys telling her he would push
the empty baby carriage and meet up with her at her house.
Swm3: Many people commend the wife of On ben Peles for her
wisdom. By sitting at the entrance to her tent and uncovering
her hair, the men who were coming to collect her husband and
include him in their machlokes, refused to enter due to her
immodesty and as a result, her husband did not fall in with
them. But what about the men? Does anyone commend them?
They could have easily looked away or pushed past the woman
and taken her husband with them. But they didn’t because
sometimes, it’s not worth getting involved. The woman might
have thought she was doing the right thing, even though her
baby and children were surely suffering from her “religious
attack” but R” Dovid Trenk did not wish to argue. He just gave
her the car and and let her have her way. Not worth arguing!

R’ Dovid didn’t hesitate for a second. Instead of continlgr;%
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Korach goes down in history as the classic baal machlokes. When the Mishna tells us that a machlokes that is not “L’sheim

shamayim” will not last or accomplish anything worthwhile, the example given is Korach. Machlokes sometimes occurs when
a parent is niftar and there is an argument over the yerusha. So many families literally get ripped apart when this occurs. There
is a Gemara (Shabbos 153a) that says that Rav told Rav Shmuel bar Shilas, “After my death - ‘Achim B’hespeida’ - inspire the
people. Say words of encouragement that will be a merit for my neshama.” Sefer Nishmas Yisroel explains that, “Achim
B’hespeida” means that brothers should take upon themselves, at the levaya of a parent, that they will remain true brothers.
They will not fight about anything - for the neshama of the niftar has no peace as long as his children are fighting. Sefer
Chassidim writes that people should practice the art of “not fighting” when their parents are alive and he adds that the neshama
of a person knows what is going on in this world and has tremendous pain when there is machlokes among his children.

The machlokes that occurs after the death of a parent is often a result of ill feelings that were dormant as long as parents were
alive. These feelings come to the surface when there is no higher authority to keep them at bay. The underlying kinah and sinah
that siblings carry in their hearts explode into full fledged and ugly machlokes after many years of suppression. One must make
tremendous efforts to overcome negative feelings when they are younger, for if not, they might wind up causing themselves,
their siblings, their children and grandchildren, much pain and heartache. This all pales in comparison to the indescribable
suffering that one causes his/her deceased parents, who cannot rest in peace because of the fighting between their children.

May we “mask our mouths” from saying hurtful words and practice “social distancing” in the form of being careful how we
treat other people’s feelings! The way to avoid machlokes is by focusing on the COVID of others, rather than one’s own COVID!




