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Chazal tell us that the formation of the ©)T - banners and the
encampment around the Mishkan all took place in the second year after
Bnei Yisroel left Egypt. Why was it necessary for Hashem to wait an
entire year before commanding them to arrange the encampments?

R' Yaakov Kaminetzky ZT"L notes that at first glance, the degalim
appear to be a source of potential discord. Each tribe, with it's respective
banner stands out as a unique force, seemingly foreboding a clash of
interests among each other. However, just the opposite is true. Since the
shevatim were all encamped around a central unifying force, the holy
mishkan, the situation promoted unity. Each shevet recognized that it's
source of strength lay in the force at their center. Each shevel's uniqueness
advanced the common goal of the entire nation, the enhancement of
oY 1.~ Heavenly honor, as symbolized by the centrality of the
mishkan. There was, therefore, no fear that arguments and a lack of unity
would ensue. However, in the first year of Brei Yisroel's sojourn in the
desert, before the mishkan was actually built, the fear of division
precluded the formation of the degalim.
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R' Menachem Mendel of Kotzk ZT" L would say:

"The first letters of the words "oN W 221 WN - Heads of Bnei Yisroel
are an abbreviation for »a5. However, they can also stand for » ' >»ya y»
- evil in the eyes of Hashem, alluding to the fact that there are no "short
cuts" or compromises for a Rov or leader in Klal Yisroel!"

R' Nachman of Breslov ZT"L would say:
"Passing through this world involves walking on a very narrow bridge,
and the most important thing is not to be afraid at all!"

R' Pinchos of Koretz ZT"L would say:
"If a person davens to Hashem and his prayers are not said on behalf of
the entire Jewish nation - it's as if he hasn't even prayed!”
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which he would win over the argument. "In fact, that is no big deal - even
I can do that!"

The scholar looked at him incredulously. "Oh really, now?" he said in
a sarcastic tone, "then tell me what are my thoughts, right now?"

The chassid pondered this over for several seconds. Then he said,
"You are thinking about what the Shulchan Aruch - Code of Jewish law
requires - namely the posuk »yn »m9 1 e - I place Hashem in
front of me, always."

"Wrong!" the scholar shouted triumphantly. "You don't know what
you're talking about. I wasn't thinking about that at all!"

The chassid smiled, knowing he would receive such an answer, and in
a low, calm voice, said, "Well then, now you know exactly why I go to
see my Rebbe - and I don't come 1o see you!"
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The purpose of a census is a practical one: to ascertain the total
population of a nation. The most efficient method is to ask the head of
each household for data regarding his family. Having Moshe personally
count each member of Brei Yisroel was not only inefficient, but
extremely laborious and tiresome work. Why did Hashem trouble Moshe
to exert himself to such an extent? :

Explains R' Henoch Leibowitz Shlit"a, Hashem was teaching Moshe
and Bnei Yisroel the value and uniqueness of cach and every person. No
one is to be treated as a number, even when being counted for a census.
Moshe had to meet each member of Bnei Yisroel and show him the honor
and respect that is deserved of a human being created in the image of
Hashem. In stark contrast to the methods employed by the secular nations
in counting the census, where a person is merely a statistic that is listed
for the benefit of the district in which he lives, Moshe's census was to
prove the value of every member of the Jewish nation.

Sometimes just stopping to spend a few moments with another person,
can do a great deal to raise his spirits and carry him through the rigors of
his daily schedule. If we bear in mind the overwhelming love and
concern Hashem has for each of His children, we will surely feel a
natural desire to emulate his example. (
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Rashi teaches us that since Moshe Rabbeinu taught Torah to the sons of
Aharon, they are considered like his own, for a Rebbe who teaches Torah

-to another person's child is considered as though he begat him.

A Bobover Chassid en route to his Rebbe, R' Bentzion Halberstam
ZT"L, was once met by a learned Talmudic scholar who was a self-
declared Misnaged and was opposed to all Chassidic practices. "Tell me,"
probed the scholar jealously, "What is it about your Rebbe that attracts
you so much? I am certainly as great a ‘Talmudic scholar as he is, maybe
even more than he is, yet you don't ever travel to make any pilgrimages to
visit me?"

The Chassid responded patiently. "Learning Torah and great
scholarship is indeed most important, but it does not, by itself, encompass
all that a G-d-fearing jew must achieve." The chassid said respecttully,
"My Rebbe is a very saintly person who is even known to read other
people's thoughts."

"That is impossible," the scholar scoffed, "The only one capable of
knowing what another person is thinking is Hashem. Believe me, no
human is capable of such great accomplishments - not even your beloved

| Rebbe!"

J"Of course he is," the chassid persevered, cleverly laying the trap with
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