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ïåéìò úòãî                                      
(áé-äë 'åâå íåìù éúéøá úà åì ïúåð éððä øîà ïëì
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 (æ-æë) 'åëå íäéáà éçà êåúá äìçð úæçà íäì ïúú ïúð úåøáã ãçôìö úåðá ïë
    The Medrash here comments: "Noach stood up against his generation 

and took the reward that was destined for them; Avrohom stood up to his 

generation and merited taking the reward of that whole generation; Lot 

stood up to the people of Sodom and took the reward that was destined for 

all of them." The Medrash concludes that the daughters of Tzelofchad too, 

took the reward of their entire generation. But what did they do? We know 

that Noach fought off his generation for 120 years; Avrohom was thrown 

into the fiery furnace for his ideals; Lot withstood the decadence of 

Sodom; but what did the daughters of Tzelofchad do? They went to 

probate court - they wanted their inheritance. What is so noble about that? 

     Says R' Yissocher Frand Shlit"a, the activities and deeds of human 

beings cannot be judged in a vacuum but must be judged in the context of 

the times. Under normal circumstances, going into court and asking for 

one's  inheritance does not constitute a brave and courageous act. There 

are, however, times in history when the most simple act can be an act of 

utmost bravery. Tzelofchad's daughters exhibited such an act. In the 

climate of widespread criticism of Eretz Yisroel and longing for the 

wonderful life of Egypt, they stood up against the tide, they swam against 

the prevailing current. This was a courageous act. Sometimes, even the 

most mundane of activities, given the atmosphere and climate, can be a 

most noble act, to the extent that the Medrash lists Tzelofchad's daughters 

with Avrohom Avinu!                                                                               

.....øîåà äéä àåä
R' Yosef Dov Soloveitchik ZT"L (Bais Halevi) would say:

     "One should be patient until all doubt has left his mind, but not until he 

goes out of his mind from doubt!"

R' Yisroel Meir Hakohen Kagan (Chofetz Chaim) would say: 

     "Learning Torah is like eating the mann. The mann could taste like any 

delicacy a person wanted but if he does not think of anything, it has no 

taste. Torah is so sweet, but only if you think. Otherwise, you sit by the 

gemara and it has no flavor all!"

R' Moshe Leib of Sassov ZT"L would say:

     "A person attains a higher level of piety by conquering his anger than 

he would by fasting a thousand days."                                                         
To sponsor or dedicate an issue call 845-362-4380 or E-Mail: TorahTavlin@aol.com

   <><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>    <><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>



  <><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>    <><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>

that feels that the aron kodesh may be used, ãáòéãá, as a means to 

complete the minyan, is because it houses the sefer torah. The Torah is an 

entity all unto itself which gives "life" to those who plumb its depths and 

support it. Thus, it may be considered "alive" and permissable to use for a 

minyan. However, the person opposing this opinion immediately answers, 

'True, the Torah may be "alive", but what good is something that is full of 

Torah, if it is not a mentsch - a person?'"  

     R' Zusia looked hard at his listener. "We learn a tremendous insight 

from this gemara. It is quite possible to be full of "book-knowledge", to 

learn Torah day and night, amassing vast storeholds of knowledge, and 

yet not be a mentsch!" 

     R' Pinchos got the point and remained in Mezeritch.                             

TORAH GEMS
(é-äë) 'åëå ìàøùé éðá ìòî éúîç úà áéùä ïäëä ïøäà ïá øæòìà ïá ñçðô

     Why did the Jews mock Pinchos? Why was Hashem's personal 

assurance that Pinchos had averted His anger insufficient? Had they not 

seen with their own eyes that a plague had wiped out twenty-four 

thousand Jews, only stopping with Pinchos' deed? 

     To explain this reaction of the people, comments R' Chaim Brisker 

ZT"L, we must realize that religious zeal is not enough, even if it 

produces positive results. The only time zealotry can be viewed in a good 

light is if its motivations are pure. Thus, the Jews mocked Pinchos' 

motivations, claiming that his ancestors were idol-worshipers and he was 

untrustworthy. However, by providing him with the "Covenant of Peace" 

for all eternity, Hashem made it very clear that Pinchos' actions were 

proper and sincere.  

      R' Chaim further provides a yardstick by which to measure sincerity, 

using the charming but penetrating example of mice. Mice have two 

natural enemies. The cat lies in wait to pounce on them, while the 

housewife also tries to obliterate them by setting traps. Yet an enormous 

difference exists between the two predators: The housewife despises 

mice; when she finds them she is disturbed. She wishes they had never 

lived, and regrets the battle in which she has been caught. Yet the cat 

rejoices over the fact that he has mice to hunt. He is happy when he finds 

them, joyous when he pursues them, and elated when he catches them. 

True zealotry, of the kind of Pinchos, brings peace as its reward, because 

such zealotry by definition is a yearning and means to create real peace.
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 õøàì åñðëéù äòùá åéäé ãöéë íéãòåîä ìù úåðáø÷äå ,ùãåç ùàø ìëáå úáùä
 úåðáø÷ä ìù åæ äùøô äëîñð äîì ,ïéáäì ùéå .ùã÷îä úéá äðáéå ìàøùé

 úåéäì òùåäé ïéðîå äùî úúéî ïéðòá éøééîù úîãå÷ä äùøôì
?íòä ìù âéäðî

 äúà äîì" ,äùîì ä"á÷ä øîàù ,íòèä éðåòîù èå÷ìéá øàåáî àìà     
 êìî úùàì ìùî ".äúà íäì äåö ?øåáéöä ìò âéäðî äðîàù éðîî ù÷áî
 àìå áåèá äéðá íò âåäðéù êìîä ïî äù÷éá .íìåòä ïî ÷ìúñäì äãîòù

 ìò éååö ?êë ìò úåöì äëéøö úà éì éëå" ,êìîä äì øîà .íéù÷ íéøáãá íáéàëé
 ïî ÷ìúñäì ãîòùë ,äùî ïë åîë ".äôé íäá âäðà éàãåáå éìå÷á åòîùéù  êéðá

 ìò ãéîòéù - "øùá ìëì úåçåøä é÷ìà 'ä ãå÷ôé" ,ä"á÷ä úàî ù÷éáå íìåòä
 åì øîà .úå÷ãö ìù ïôåàá íòä úà âéäðéù âéäðîå áåè ñðøô ìàøùé ììë

 ,ì"ø ."åøîùú éççéð çéø éùàì éîçì éðáø÷ úà 'åëå ìàøùé éðá úà åö" ,ä"á÷ä
 éúåöî åøîùéå ãåáë éì å÷ìçéù ìàøùé éðáì øîà ?êë ìò ù÷áì êéøö äúà éì éëå

          .äôé íäá âäðà àìéîîå ,æ"åò åãáòé ìàå
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 íéðáì ïîéñ....úåáà äùòî                     
(çé-æë) 'åëå åá çåø øùà ùéà ïåð ïá òùåäé úà êì ç÷

     In the city of Mezeritch, Chasidic principles were of the highest regard 

amongst the people, however, this was the case at the expense of Torah 

scholarship. R' Pinchos Halevi Horowitz ZT"L, the Ba'al Hafla'ah, was 

renowned as an accomplished Talmid Chacham and on his initial visit to 

Mezeritch, he was disappointed at the level of Torah learning amongst the 

chassidim and disciples of the famed Mezeritcher Maggid ZT"L.

     Before he left, the Maggid told R' Pinchos to "chap a shmuess" in 

learning with one of his chassidim, a certain R' Zusia. The latter claimed to 

be ignorant in gemara, but did state that he had a question which had been 

bothering him for some time.

     "The gemara (úåëøá) brings down an opinion that maintains that if there 

are only nine people assembled for a minyan, they may count the aron 

kodesh as a tenth person to complete the minyan.This is immediately 

challenged by someone who asks, 'But is the aron really a person?' My 

question is, what kind of a challenge is this? I mean, obviously the first 

opinion understood that the aron is not a real person, but rather an 

inanimate object?"

     R' Zusia looked at R' Pinchos expectantly, but R' Pinchos had no answer 

for him.

    "Well," began R' Zusia, "I was thinking perhaps that the first opinion 
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