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Forgotten and Little Known Halachos and Customs (20)

We have been discussing the various ways a person can
increase his concentration and appreciation of davening and
berachos. With the upcoming Yom Tov of Pesach so close, it is
appropriate to mention a number of different mm> that a person
could and should have during the Pesach period - some in the
area of halacha and some in the area of avodah.

Cleaning. When cleaning for Pesach, and working to maintain

a “chametz-free” household, one should have in mind:

1) That he must use the same care and vigilance in keeping his
neshama clean (). This, of course, means guarding and
self-disciplining one’s eyes, ears and mouth to the negativity
around him. On Pesach, one should focus on the fact that
the power of our forefathers” survival in the filth and muck
of Mitzrayim, was “pumped in” to them with the purity of
Yosef HaTzaddik who guarded his eyes from all
impropriety the whole time he was a ruler in Egypt .

2) The act and physical toil of cleaning for Pesach, is in itself a
MY 779D - atonement and purification, for anything
undesirable in the past 3).

Burning of Chametz. When one burns his chametz on Erev
Pesach, he should have in mind to try to rid himself of at least
one undesirable flaw in his conduct. It might be anger, conceit,
lack of concentration, etc. I once heard in the name of one of
the Litvishe Roshei Yeshiva in Eretz Yisroel, a segula, that one
should write on a piece of paper one negative aspect of his
conduct and throw it into the fire together with his chametz.

Hallel. If one maintains the custom to say Hallel in shul on

Pesach night, he should have in mind that the beracha on this

SH%Y -_-)’J@I()\’: ﬂ#}ﬂ& !‘((ﬂ

R’ Chaim Stein ZT”’L (Rosh HaYeshivah of Telz, Cleveland) would say:
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Hallel should also apply to the Hallel he will say at the Seder.

Making the Shehechivanu. When one says the beracha of

Shehechiyanu during Kiddush on the first two nights of Pesach

he should have in mind that not only is it meant for the Yom Tov

itself, but it should also be applied to the following mitzvos @:

1) Bedikas Chametz on the night before Pesach.

2) Biur (burning) Chametz during the morning of Erev Pesach.

3) The other mitzvos of the night. These include; eating matzah,
reciting the Haggadah, drinking four cups of wine, eating
Maror, making the Korech sandwich, and singing Hallel.

4) One can also have this in mind for the mitzvos that we do at
the Seder to arouse the curiosity of the children Yoneww »12)
(mpwnn like the dippings (Maror in Charoses, Karpas in
salt water, etc.), and leaning (n2>0n) to show freedom.

The Haggadah all Yom Tov. Most people, after they finish the
second Seder, only use their Haggados for bentching at the
seudos of Yom Tov. This is a mistake. It can be shown that the
mitzvah is to talk about Haggadh topics the whole Yom Tov.
The first two nights are considered a “crash course” - in other
words, a summary of the entire topic of Yetzias Mitzrayim and
Chag HaPesach, whereas the rest of Yom Tov is the time to
study and probe this topic further. Therefore, on the remaining
days of Pesach, the Haggadah and the Pesach-night mitzvos
should be revisited to keep learning more about them, as well as
from them. This is learned from the posuk 5) “For seven days
eat matzos My onD.” The Gemara () says that "y on>" - apart
from meaning “Bread of Affliction” also means bread that
brings to asking and answering, and it says, “‘Seven days’ so the
implication is clear that we do this for the full seven (8) days.

Y791 A2:0N MYNII Y (2) DINDS 'OPa 1"V (1)
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“The occurrence of Geulas Mitzrayim in Chodesh Nisan was no coincidence. Chazal tell us that in addition to the geulah
of Mitzraym, ON»5 pPny Yo»2' - the ultimate redemption will take place in Chodesh Nisan, thus Nisan takes on an
identity as the month of geulah. However, the concept of geulah, refers not only to attaining a physical freedom but also
to a Yid'’s spiritual geulah, and the ability to free himself from the grasp of the yetzer hara. As Nisan is the first month of
anew year, it gives one the opportunity to strengthen and renew his relationship with Hashem and the Torah.”

R’ Avraham Gurwicz Shlit’a, R’Y of Gateshead (V’anfeha Arze El) would say:

“At the end of Maggid, we say a beracha in which we ask Hashem to allow us to celebrate future holidays, oxan’
"DV WNNIWY - ‘that are coming towards us in peace.” What does this mean? Rabbeinu Yehudah ben Yikar explains
that the future geulah of Moshiach can come "M¥NN NIPY2' - in its proper time (N1PY1), or earlier than its time (MYNN).
Our prayer to Hashem is that He should allow us to celebrate the coming of Moshiach earlier than its scheduled time for
as the Vilna Gaon says, if Moshiach comes early, then we will not even feel the w7 XNAPY - pains of Moshiach.”

R’ Tzvi Elimelech Spira ZT”’L of Bluzhev (Tzvi L’Tzaddik) would say:
“Yachatz is a segulah for good life. Since n¥1 equals 135 but cannot be split equally, one gets ©21 ©»n - which is 68 and 67!”
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It wasn’t long before R* Levi Yitzchok was forced to leave Zelichov, and after that, Pinsk. When it became known
that he was looking for a new position, the rich man used his personal wealth and connections to bring R’ Levi Yitzchok
to Berditchev, where he remained as the Rav and eminent defender of his people for the next twenty-five years.

(FOD S m1am) ... WD B PN N5 NPNY
One cold wintry day, R’ Yaakov Loiberboim ZT”L of Lissa (Nesivos Hamishpat) stopped at an inn. As he sat near
the warm oven, he noticed the local shochet who had come to slaughter a calf for the innkeeper. The rav watched as the
shochet drained four shot glasses of brandy in an effort to warm up. Immediately thereafter he rose to slaughter the animal.
“With all due respect,” R’ Yaakov protested, “perhaps you should lie down and rest for a short while before you slaughter
the animal. You have drunk quite a bit of brandy, and you really should not be practicing shechita in your state.”

The shochet, who apparently did not know who was addressing him, looked at the rabbi scornfully. “Mind your own
business,” he muttered, and began to walk away. But R’ Yaakov, in an attempt to stall him so he might forget to
slaughter the animals until later, called him back and engaged him in conversation.

“My dear man, I do wish to thank you. You have provided me with an answer to a question on the Haggadah that we
recite on Pesach, that I have been pondering for a long time.”

The shochet, a bit tipsy and intrigued by the rabbi’s words, came back to listen. R’ Yaakov continued. “At the end of
the Haggadah, in ‘Chad Gadya,’ the Angel of Death kills the shochet, after he had slaughtered the ox, who had drank the
water, that had put out the fire, etc.... I am sure you are familiar with the story?” The shochet brightened and nodded
affirmatively. “Well, here’s my question. Why does the shochet deserve to die? The cat, the dog, the stick and the other
characters in Chad Gadya all behaved incorrectly, or even improperly, and therefore were deserving of punishment. But

what did the shochet do wrong? Is it not a mitzvah to recite a beracha and perform shechita?”’

The shochet nodded heartily - obviously he was in full agreement. R” Yaakov, however stopped smiling at this point.
“But after watching you, the answer has suddenly become crystal clear. The shochet in Chad Gadya slaughters the ox
after the four cups of wine have already been drunk! As such, he indeed deserves punishment for slaughtering an animal

29

after having partaken of so much alcohol!

The drunken shochet hung his head - and then went to sleep.

(BB 52 1) .. TEIN NI D 2N

Swm: A young man set out on a journey to be with his
beloved Rebbi for the upcoming festival of Pesach. This was
to be his first time making the journey and unfortunately he
got lost on the way. He ended up in a far-flung village on
Erev Pesach, and had no choice but to accept the generous
offer of a local villager to spend Yom Tov at his home.

As soon as the first days of the Chag were over and
Chol Hamoed began, the young man thanked his host and
set out to his Rebbi’s town. He made it there without a hitch
and was thrilled to be able to spend at least the rest of Yom
Tov in the presence of his master.

The young man could not understand why Providence
had arranged for him to be in that village for the two nights
of the Seder, but his Rebbi assured him that nothing
happened by chance. He inquired as to if his student had
seen or heard anything of note in the villager’s home and
the young man said that it was as common and routine as
one could imagine.

But then he remembered something. “The villager was
reciting the words of the Haggadah as usual but when he
came to the third of the four sons, the Tam, he let out with
such a frightful cry, that everyone was stunned. The man
continued crying in this way for a few more minutes before
he quieted down and continued as if nothing had happened.”

The Rebbi was quiet for a moment. Then he said, “My

dear Talmid, there is a great lesson to be learned from this
villager. The word ‘Tam’ in Russian (and Aramaic) means
‘there’ and when this man read the words, "W N NN ON'
he understood it differently. In his mind, he thought that the
Seder night was something akin to a Judgment Day, and the
words he read meant, ‘Tam’ - over there in Heaven, ‘Mah
Hu Omer’ what are they saying about me? No wonder then,
that he burst out into frightful tears, for at that moment, he
truly believed that Hashem was watching over and judging
him - and he was very very afraid!”
Ywma: R’ Yisroel Belsky Shlit’a in Haggadas B’Tzeis
Yisroel cites this story and explains that a Jew must believe
that the “Eyes of Hashem” are always upon him. This is the
true Hashgacha Pratis that we Jews enjoy, and if we
understand that at every turn, we are being watched - and
watched over - by Hakadosh Boruch Hu, there is no
question that we will feel a mixture of trepidation and
immense joy and thankfulness to the One Above. Trepidation
as we struggle to fulfill His will through Torah and mitzvos,
and know that He is judging us based on our performance.
But also great Joy and happiness, for we recognize that He
wants us to succeed and will help and protect us so that we
can reach the level He wishes us to be on.
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As with everything in life, the more we prepare for
something the more we gain from it. Hakadosh Boruch Hu,
in His infinite love and kindness, gives us, His Nation,
ALOT of preparation for this most important festival of
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redemption. We are all very busy scrubbing and cleaning,
kashering and koshering, cooking and baking matzos - but let
us not forget that the message in all of this physical activity
is really to clean up OUR actions and speech and perfect
OUR character to receive the special gift of spirituality on




spend this momentous night with the Tzaddik, or go home
and be with his family. R’ Yerucham said that he should go
home instead; better to hear the story of the Exodus from
his own father, then from someone else - even the holy

Chofetz Chaim! Because when it comes to instilling
Emunah - belief in the Almighty, in a person, there is
nothing at all that compares to hearing these words of
inspiration from one’s father.

The Gemara states that all matzah used on Pestich must be baked exclusively with water that “rested” overnight, called
“Mayim Shelanu.” (21 ©no9) The custom is to draw water from a spring, well, or river during the twilight hour and leave
it in a cool place for at least one full night. The water should not be drawn or stored in a metal vessel, since metal
conducts heat and causes the water to become warm. This encourages rapid fermentation of the dough that is mixed with
the water, and cannot be used for baking matzos. The water is thus "nWne" (guarded) - it requires an extra measure of exertion
and vigilance, a pre-Pesach labor of love that demonstrates that we are now slaves of Hashem, not slaves of Pharaoh.

One year, as the Bobover Rebbe, R’ Bentzion Halberstam ZT”L HY”’D (Kedushas Tzion) was walking with a
group of his chassidim to the river edge to fulfill the custom of drawing “Mayim Shelanu” for the Pesach matzos, it
suddenly got very dark outside, with ominous thunderclouds overspreading the area, portending rain showers and stormy
weather. One of the chassidim motioned to his friend and urged him to run back to home and, “Breng du ahehr, der
parasol far dem Rebbe.” (“Bring here an umbrella for the Rebbe.”)

When the Rebbe heard these words, he stopped walking. He looked up at the darkening sky and then with a half-smile,
he shook his head and remarked tongue-in-cheek, “Look here. We are on our way to do a mitzvah in commemoration of
how the Master of the World had mercy on His children in Egypt and removed "5 ©ny19' (the yoke of Pharaoh) from
our heads. And now, you want to go and bring a ‘Parasol’ to cover our heads?”

The Nazi occupation of Salonika, Greece began in 1941, and with it, the persecution of Jews, as it had in other parts of
Europe. In 1943 the Jews of Thessaloniki were forced into a ghetto near the rail lines, and soon after, the Nazis began
deporting them to concentration and labor camps, resulting in the near-extermination of Greek Jewry.

Yakob Masito was among the tens of thousands of Greek deportees to Auschwitz. Together with his entire family, he
found himself herded into a cattle car and shipped away to a distant location in the spring of 1943. Fortunately, he was
part of the small percentage of Greek Jews who were spared immediate death.

The prisoners who greeted them upon their arrival in Auschwitz seemed dispirited and despondent. As far as they
were concerned, all hope was lost. They had seen too much death and destruction in the camps to believe that there was
any hope for the future. The new arrivals from Greece, however, had an unusual advantage over the others, which kept
them in good stead; due to their unfamiliarity with Yiddish, Jews from Greece kept to themselves. As a result, the
pervasive feeling of death and despondency that overtook the prisoners from Europe who had already experienced the
worst humankind had to offer, was not in place. For the newly arriving Jews of Greece, the taste of freedom was still
tantalizingly fresh. For Yakob Masito and his friends who were sent to the right - to life in the concentration camp - their
sense of hopefulness was prevalent, and the new arrivals refused to give in to despair.

Upon arrival, every inmate received two utensils - a bowl and a spoon. These two utensils were vital for survival. No
utensils, no food. As it was, it was nearly impossible to complete the inhuman tasks their captors demanded of them on
their meager daily ration. If a prisoner had no utensils to eat with, he was finished.

So, Yakob Masito accepted the bowl and spoon he was given and guarded it well. But in truth, Yakob was less
worried about what he would eat that very day or the next - or the next after that. What he was most worried about was
the upcoming holiday, and specifically, how and where would he and his friends obtain matzos for Pesach?

Although the other Greek Jews may not have been as concerned, Yakob was obsessed with this problem. He schemed
and pondered, but a solution eluded him. Until an incident occurred and the problem was solved.

Yakob and several of his friends were assigned to work on the railroad line. It was arduous, back-breaking labor.
Occasionally, though, Yakob and his friends were able to make contact with the local populace. It was during one of
these rare times that he got lucky. After describing to a Polish farmer what he needed, the Pole understood and agreed to
procure two matzos for him - but for a price. “Where are are we going to get the money?” Yakob’s friends questioned.

Yakob was silent for a long time as the group of men returned to their work. His mind continued to mull over the
possibilities. They were so close to having matzos; surely there was a way.

And then, as if touched by a Divine light of inspiration, he had a brainstorm. “I have it!”” he shouted.

As the group watched, curious to see what plan he would come up with, Yakob extracted his spoon from his pouch

On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply feeds & clothes Shomer Shabbos Jews in Eretz Yisroe! with zero overhead

did on behalf of the Egyptian people, so too, in our youth
we have to think about the imminent famine of old age.
We have to learn not to waste even one moment of our
precious youth so that when we get older we won’t regret,
in retrospect, all the days of our precious youth.

The wisest of all men, Shlomo HaMelech already warns
us about this: “So remember your Creator in the days of
your youth, before the evil days come, and those years will
arrive of which you will say, ‘I have no pleasure in them’”
(8-> nonp) However, this is the paradox of life. Youth has
strength and energy, but not the wisdom to realize what it
has. When one gets older and has the wisdom and
understanding, by then his strength has already left him.
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On Shabbos HaGadol, the Jewish people in Egypt
were commanded to tie up the sheep they had acquired to
use for the first Korban Pesach. This occurred just four
days before the sacrifice was actually brought. The
Mechilta asks why the Jews needed to take the sheep four
days before bringing the Korban; wouldn’t taking it right
before it was needed suffice? The Mechilta answers that the
Jews in Egypt were themselves steeped in idol- worship, the
largest denial of G-d’s providence. In order to provide them
with time to extricate themselves from the grips of idol-
worship, they were presented with a commandment to take
the main object of worship of the Egyptians, and set it
aside as a sacrifice. This way, they were removing
themselves from the idol-worship they had gotten used to,
and setting themselves aside for the service of Hashem.

In Jerusalem, there is a custom on Erev Pesach to recite
the posukim related to the Korban Pesach at the site of the
Kosel Hama’aravi (Western Wall). This custom has been
practiced for thousands of years, as Jews wish to feel close
to the place where the sacrifices were actually brought in
the times of the Bais Hamikdash. Approximately 100
years ago, and just a few short years before he passed
away, R’ Avraham Simcha Horowitz ZT”’L of Baranov
(grandson of R’ Eliezer Horowitz ZT”’L of Dzhikov),
was walking with an attendant through Shaar Shechem
(Gate of Shechem) on his way to the Kosel, on Erev
Pesach. As they passed through the entranceway, a
number of Arab shepherds were leading their flocks of
sheep down the dusty road, to the shuk - the main market-
place. The sheep were bleating unusually loud - so loud
that a person could barely hear himself think!

The attendant remarked that he never heard such a loud
din from flocks of sheep before, and suddenly R” Avraham
Simcha looked pensive. After a moment, he replied, “You
heard sheep bleating loudly. I heard something different.
The sheep were crying out and saying, ‘Woe unto us! Had

we been worthy, we would now be in the Bais Hamikdash,
being offered up on the altar, as a sacrifice to the Almighty,
on this, the day when the Korban Pesach was brought.
Unfortunately now, we are not worthy and have fallen into
the hands of these impure Arabs ....”
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According to the Ariza’l, when the Jewish people were
physically enslaved in Egypt, the power of speech was also
in a state of exile. Hence the name “Mitzrayim” (Egypt)
alludes to the " " - “Constriction of the Throat,”
that can interfere with the process by which intellect is
expressed in words. That is why Moshe was "na 725" -
“Heavy of Speech” (-1 mnv) - since he was the collective
soul of Bnei Yisroel, his speech was also enslaved.

After describing the oppression of the Jewish people in
Egypt, the Torah writes: “The King of Egypt died, and the
children of Israel sighed because of the bondage. They
called out, and their cries rose up to Hashem.” (33-1 nnv)
At first glance, this is hard to understand. When Pharaoh
died, their situation should have become easier, and
therefore they should have cried out less. Why does the
Torah only mention that they cried after Pharaoh died?

R’ Yaakov Meir Shechter Shlit’a answers that when
Pharaoh was in full control, and the exile was at its worst,
the Jewish people were unable to cry out at all. They could
not even open their mouths to pray to Hashem. Only after
Pharaoh died were they able to pray, and then the process
of redemption could begin. Since speech was in exile in
Egypt, the Exodus from Egypt was a liberation of the
power of speech. According to the Arizal, the very word
"NDa" is a conjunction of "NW NY" - “mouth speaks.” For
when the Jewish people were liberated from Egypt, their
speech was also released from exile, and they were able to
speak words of holiness, to pray, and to study Torah. That
is why we celebrate Pesach by reading the Haggadah. At
the Seder, we are obligated to speak about the story and the
more we say about it, the better.
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The requirement to “tell over to your son on that day ...
how we went out of Egypt,” is a Biblical injunction that
promotes the communication of faith in Hashem from one
generation to the next. Although it is not an actual command-
ment to “tell your son,” for if your son is not present, one
may tell it to another family member, however, from the
son’s point of view, there is certainly an advantage to
hearing the story of Yetzias Mitzrayim from his own father.

A boy in the Mirrer Yeshivah in Europe once had an
opportunity to go to the Chofetz Chaim ZT”’L in Radin, for
the Pesach Seder. He asked his mashgiach, R’ Yerucham
Levovitz ZT”L, if he should grab this unique opportunity to




3
the night of Pesach. We are specifically involved in physical

work because that is how our spirituality is tested. We are
not commanded to say the entire Tehillim in preparation for
Pesach, or daven a few extra times a day. No. We are
actually put in real-life situations, i.e. your sister threw out
your prized stamp collection or your brother spilled bleach
on your new suit! Tough, annoying and disturbing situations
that can cause people’s interpersonal relations between one
and another to break down. However, through the actual
physical labor and interaction with others, we are thereby
able to work on and perfect our middos.

So what is it that we are really aiming to achieve with the
million-and-one things that need to be taken care of for
Pesach? The real goal is to experience Yetzias Mitzrayim,
to refine our character and work to truly “Passover” all the
minor and major aggravations and difficulties that arise in
our lives. If we do so, we become fitting vessels into which
Hashem will shower His gifts, blessings and miracles.

If on the Leil HaSeder, after the wine, matzah, Sipur -
recounting the open miracles of Hashem and singing His
praises - one does not feel truly uplifted and elevated to a
new level in avodas Hashem, then he might as well start all
over again because he missed the whole point. Now, in
Chutz L’Aretz (the Diaspora) at least they have a second
chance - a second Seder night! But here in Eretz Yisroel, we
have to get it right the first - and only - time!

Leil HaSeder is a shot in the arm. It is an injection of
belief and trust in Hashem. YOU must feel as if YOU were
there, and YOU came out of Mitzrayim. YOU saw amazing
miracles, Divine Retribution, how Hashem runs this world
measure for measure. YOU learned about reward and puni-
shment and the great love that Hashem has for His people.
YOU felt the great belief the Jewish people have in Hashem
and YOU saw the beauty and depth and awesome power of
the One and only G-d - and YOU are a changed person.

A story is told about R’ Yisroel Salanter ZT”’L, who
stayed at an inn for Shabbos and was horrified to see the inn-
keeper smoking on Shabbos. R’ Yisroel questioned him
about it and the innkeeper replied, “If there was really a G-d,
He would kill me on the spot! The fact that I am still here
proves that there is no G-d, and I can do whatever I want!”

R’ Yisroel looked around and asked the innkeeper, “Tell
me, what are all these certificates on the wall?”’

The innkeeper proudly replied, “My daughter is an
outstanding dancer. These certificates are all hers.”

R’ Yisroel seemed interested and asked if he could speak
with the girl. When she arrived, R’ Yisroel asked her, “How
do I know that you are really a dancer? All these certificates
could be fake. Prove it to me - show me how you can dance?”

The girl looked at this Rabbi incredulously and sneered,
“I should dance for you? I don’t have to prove myself to
you! My certificates are my testimony. If you don’t believe
them, well, that is YOUR problem!”

R’ Yisroel then turned to the innkeeper and smiled.
“Hashem doesn’t have to bring a thunderbolt to strike down
every nudnik who says he doesn’t believe. You want to see
Hashem’s ‘certificate’? That is Yetzias Mitzrayim!”

The exodus from Egypt was indeed an earth-shattering
event in a geographical location. It was an urgent, fast-paced
turn of events that brought the Jewish people from being
slaves in Egypt to being free men with a higher purpose and
goal. The Sefer Likutei Yehuda on Parshas Bo explains
that Yetzias Mitzrayim was a koach that was placed into
every one of us to be able to pull ourselves out of darkness
and despair, decadence and difficulty. It is the power in
every Jew to turn his life around in a split second and jump
right into the loving outstretched arms of the Ribbono shel
Olam Himself, who is always waiting and expecting His
Beloved Son, Yisroel, to emerge from his personal
“Mitzrayim” and live a life of dveikus with Hashem.
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A Jew must endeavor to serve Hashem in the morning as
well as in the evening, in youth as well as in old age. In
youth, the body is healthy and strong and man is in full
possession of his vigor and energy. However, his mental
faculties are still not fully matured. In old age, his mental
faculties are fully matured, but his physical strength has
declined. Accordingly, says the Reisha Rav R’ Aharon
Levine ZT”L (Hadrash V’Heiyun) the morning sacrifice
should remind man to accept the Sovereignty of Heaven
when the sun of his own life in on the rise, and to not
allow himself to be led astray. The sacrifice which man is
required to offer at dusk should teach him that even when
the sun of his life is about to set, he must not grow lax in his

endeavors, but must gather new strength by serving Hashem.
The job of a Yid is to fill himself with knowledge of
Torah, and to acquire fear of Heaven, and to work on his
characteristic traits to perfect his soul which will eventually
return to Hashem Who created it. R’ Sholom Schwadron
ZT”’L explains that when one is young he is very energetic
and has a lot of strength to accomplish. Also his middos are
still soft and it is easy to straighten them out. However,
when one is old, he loses both advantages. He doesn't have
as much energy or strength. And his middos are already
hardened by years of habit and are much harder to change.
Just like in the days of plenty you need wisdom to
visualize the upcoming famine not to waste the surplus but
to put it away for the imminent famine, as Yosef HaTzaddik

and held it up for everyone to see.

“A spoon?” the others laughed, “The Pole is not going to trade matzah for a little spoon!”

“No, no,” said Yakob, smiling, “‘just watch.”

The men stared as Yakob placed his precious spoon, his life’s support, on the railroad tracks next to him. Then, he
waited. It wasn’t long before a train roared by, flattening the spoon into a long pointy tool.

“And now,” Yakob announced with a wide grin, “we use this to pry out our gold teeth!” Yakob held the elongated
utensil as it glinted in the sun. Slowly, painfully, Yakob pried and prodded until he had extracted all of his gold teeth. His
friends quickly followed suit. When they put together a considerable amount of gold, they offered this unusual currency
to the Pole, and he happily accepted their payment for the two round matzos. That year, on the night of Pesach, Yakob
and his friends made kiddush and fulfilled the mitzvah that they came to with such resolute determination.

Many years later, at Yakob Masito’s eighty-first birthday party, he told over this story. All the guests sat in openmouthed
wonder at the devotion and sacrifice of Yakob and his friends. “We didn’t have enough matzah for everyone to have the
correct amount,” Yakob said, harking back to that dark period of time, “but at least we all had a little taste of freedom.”

There are those who “break their teeth” on a minimal amount of matzah each year, complaining about the difficulty in
eating the bread of freedom. Yet Yakob Masito literally “broke his teeth” just to eat a small piece of matzah on Pesach.
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The great Rebbe of Berditchev, R’ Levi Yitzchok (Roskov) ZT”’L, was renowned for his tremendous erudition in
Torah, his love for every single Jew, and his advocacy before the Heavenly court on behalf of the Jewish people. R’ Levi
Yitzchok was known as the “defense attorney” for the Jewish people, because it was believed that he could intercede on
their behalf before Hashem. He was, therefore, one of the most beloved leaders of Eastern European Jewry and he made
the name of the little village of Berditchev everlastingly famous.

The story of how R’ Levi Yitzchok came to Berditchev is no less wondrous than the man himself. R’ Levi Yitzchok
had been appointed to lead a number of towns before he arrived in Berditchev, including Ritchvol, Zelichov and Pinsk.
While still in Zelichov, he had constant run-ins with the local population who did not appreciate his brand of Chassidic
thought. For the length of time that he and his family lived in Zelichov, they did not know from tranquility.

One year, on the night of Pesach, a prominent member of the Zelichov community was hosting his relatives at the
Pesach seder, who had come to him from the distant city of Berditchev. The guest was a wealthy man who had clout and
importance in his city and he was curious to meet this young rabbi, who had not long ago been chosen as the Rabbi in
Zelichov. When their Seder had concluded, relatively early in the night, he asked his host if he could take him to the
Rav’s home, so he can get to meet him. The host was not a fan of R* Levi Yitzchok and refused to go along with his
guest, however, he did show him where the young rabbi’s house was and told him he can go by himself if he pleased.

The guest from Berditchev did just that and when he reached the rabbi’s home, he stealthily stood by an open window
and listened in to R’ Levi Yitchok’s Seder. He heard the young rabbi discussing the story of the exodus and answering
the questions that his children posed to him.

All seemed normal and routine until the rabbi got up to the part about the ten plagues that were inflicted on Egypt. As he
listened from the window, he heard R’ Levi Yitzchok reciting the plagues loud and clear, but each one with an addition.

“Dam (blood) - the Russian Czar; Tzefardea (frogs) - the emperor of Austro-Hungary; Kinim (lice) - the German
Kaiser; Arov (wild animals) .... Dever (pestilence) ..... Shechin (boils) - the King of Saxony; Barad ... Arbeh ... Choshech
... Makas Bechoros.” With each plague recited, R’ Levi Yitzchok mentioned a different head of state, or country. The
man at the window was amused and shook his head as if to say, he understood why his host and the other townspeople
had a problem with this rabbi. After that, he left the window and went back to his lodging.

As mentioned, this man was quite a wealthy businessman and his business interests took him to various parts of the
European continent, and beyond. Within a few short weeks after Pesach, an interesting thing happened: wherever he
traveled, he learned that the ruler of that province had come down with a mysterious and secret ailment. Whether it was a
rare blood disorder of the Czar of Russia, or an infestation of lice at the palace of the German Kaiser, strange and unusual
things were happening all over the world. Countries were being overrun by hordes of wild animals, frogs or locust,
hailstorms that seemed to pop-up out of nowhere, and even a solar eclipse that brought darkness to one region of the world.
It was when he found himself in Saxony, and he learned that the constitutional ruler of Saxony came down with a rare case
of leprosy, that produced boils and a skin infections all over his body, that he realized that the young rabbi he had seen and
heard in Zelichov most definitely had something to do with these phenomena. The man was no ordinary Torah scholar.




