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until the construction of the Bais Hamikdosh).

The word yawn has the gematriyah of 410, corresponding to the 410
years of the first Bais Hamikdosh. The other word, 1awnn, has the
gematriyah of 415 and when we add to this amount the number of letters in
the word, we reach the numerical value of 420, which corresponds to the
420 years of the existence of the second Bais Hamikdosh.

The fact that the gematriyah of yawnn lacks five from the total of 420,
continues the Chasam Sofer, necessitating the inclusion of the five letters
of the word, alludes to the five things that were present during the first
Bais Hamikdosh, but were noticeably absent during the second: The
wTpn PN, the heavenly fire on the naw, the Shechina, Ruach Hakodesh
and the 0> 1M DX in the breastplate of the Yy Y05 (72 XY 1)),
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On Erev Pesach, one may not eat Matzah that is fit for use in fulfilling
the man of eating Matzah on Pesach. Some Poskim hold that this
prohibition begins from the night of the 14th of yv», while others contend
that it begins at “nwn Ty of the morning of Erev Pesach. A third view is
that it does not begin until the onset of the fifth (5) hour of the day, while
there is yet another custom to refrain from eating Matzah as of Rosh
Chodesh Nissan. As far as ¥nn is concerned, one may not eat bread, cake,
or the like (made from grain, even if not winn Ynn) from the tenth (10) hour
and on. One may eat fruits or vegetables after this time, but should be
careful not to eat too much. This prohibition is designed to insure that a
person should eat the nxn later that evening at the Seder with appetite and
zeal and not be too full to be ©»pn this important MNH.
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my desire. On the other hand, if I do not get up at all, this could easily be
considered laziness on my account, which is also a terrible nn."

After much thought, R' Yitzchok made up his mind. He got out of bed
and went into the adjoining room. He approached the bookshelf, upon
which lay his coveted snuff box. He looked at it hard - then quickly turned
around, walked out of the room and got back into bed. Thereby, he
controlled himself on both fronts: He did not give in to his mxn, and he
was not 5v) in the Middah of mbxy - laziness.
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The Torah is witness to the fact that Betzalel was an artist filled with
wisdom, understanding, knowledge and workmanship. If so, shouldnt these
qualities have been enough? Why was he in need of Do M - prophecy,
to complete the Mishkan - was prophecy absolutely necessary for the
Mishkan's construction?

The Maggid of Trisk Z'"L answers that among the donors to the yown,
there were various motives for their donations. Some people gave for the
sake of Heaven alone. Other donations were made for glory and honor,
while still others donated out of shame. It was therefore absolutely
necessary for Betzalel to have DypoR M, for had he not contained such
knowledge, he could never have known which donations were given purely
and needed to be used for the sacred 095, and which were not of such
noble intentions. With his gift of prophecy, Betzalel knew exactly how to
appropriate the donations assigning each one as was deemed worthy.
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The word "Nesi'im" is spelled here without the letter » - "DNWY” - and
Rashi explains the reason because the Nesi'im - the Princes of o8¢ 505 -
| did not make their contributions to the yown right away, but instead waited
till the very end. They reasoned, "Let the community contribute, and
whatever will be lacking, we will contribute on our own." However, says
Rashi, this attitude shows a sign of laziness - MYNY - and because they
were lazy, a letter is ommitted from their names.
The story is told of the great Rebbe, R’ Yitzchok of Vorka Z''L, who
after spending many hours learning and davening, was in desperate need of
rest and collapsed into bed utterly exhausted. As he closed his eyes to drift
off to sleep, he was suddenly overcome with a tremendous urge for some
"Shmek Tabak" - to take a sniff of the tobacco dust, which was very
common in those days. Unfortunately his snuff box, which contained the
tobacco dust, was lying on a shelf in his bookshelf which was in an
adjoining room.

R' Yitzchok started contemplating. "If I get up from my bed and go into
the next room to retrieve my snuff box, this would most definitely
be a capitulation on my part to the yIn 1%, giving in to him and fulfilling
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The Chasam Sofer Z"'L writes that the Possuk alludes to the three
periods in the history of Bnai Yisroel when they possessed a Mishkan: The
era of the original Mishkan, the era of the first Bais Hamikdosh and the era
of the second Bais Hamikdosh. The word H7¥n is written without the letter
y, and is numerically equivalent to 479, which corresponds to the 479 years
of the existence of the Mishkan (From the second year after leaving 030,




