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Rashi cites the Sifrei here. "(The Torah) should not be in your eyes like an
old appendix that has no end. but rather as something fresh which all run
towards.” It is wonderful to be constantly involved in mifzvos, howcever. the
danger is that it can simply become a daily routine within one's life. devoid of
anyv meaning. The posuk teaches us that we should love Hashem with all our
heart, our soul and all of our possessions. However. if performance were to
become nonchalant, having this emotional attachment to the mifzvos and service
of Hashem is difficult. But then. why would the Torah demand of every Jew to
say Shema twice a day. Wouldn't it have been better if we were to say it
sporadically. or at least less frequently. thus keeping it "fresh” in our minds?

R' Eliyohu Dessler ZT"'L in Michtav M'Eliyohu, quotecs from the Rambam
in Hilchos Teshuva, that the way to truly love Hashem is to get to know Him: to
learn His 7orah and attempt to find the Divine Presence in all that one does. One
must constantly strive, each and every day, to know Hashem, and to come to a
greater understanding and appreciation of His 7orah. and His actions in the
world. For this reason. the posuk writes the word "ovn» - "This day.” in the
Shema. So that when we sav Krias Shema and ponder the Oneness of Hashem
and His Holiness, the words will be as if thev are new to us that very day.

Indeed. the same is true about Kabbolas Hatorah. that we are to look at cach
and cvery dav as a new acceptance of the Torah. thus keeping it fresh and
enticing in our ¢ves and minds. By constantly improving ourselves, we are in
essence. new creatures every dav. and thus the acceptance of the Torah, and the
Krias Shema have a new relevance to our lives with each day.
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R' Eliyohu of Vilna ZT"L (Vilna Gaon) would say:

"The mnatn nawy - Ten Commandments arc alluded to within the Shema.
The words 77> omwnr - "And vou shall impress upon your children”
correspond to "nx N XY - "You shall not kill.” since whoever docs not teach his
children Torah is as if he has killed them!"

R' Yosef Rosen ZT"L (Rogatchover Gaon) would say:
"A mourner is forbidden to Iearn 7Torah during the seven davs of mourning.
But I can't help myself It is worthwhile to be punished for the study of 7orah!"

A Wise Old Man would say:
"Experience is a strange teacher: it gives the test before presenting the lesson.”
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ZT"L, who resided in Brei Brak. 1t was a well-publicized mecting and many
important issucs pertaining to the burgeoning Religious. Charedi population
were discussed. Even Ben-Gurion himself. came away with an appreciation and
awareness of the magnitude of the Chazon Ish. going so far as saving that he
believed he. "saw the appearance of an angel" on the Chazon Ish. My
grandfather was dutifully impressed by the lavishness of his mentor's praise and
at night. recounted for his wife the many words of venerable respect and esteem
that he had heard aboyt the Chazon Ish. Now my grandmother was not a
Talmudic Scholar nor an educated woman by anv respect. But in her simplistic
reckoning she came to the following conclusion: If my husband so adorcs and
reveres his boss and claims that he 1s a "great” man: and this "great” man takes
the time to travel to a wise Rabbi to ask for advice: and he. himself, has nothing
but the highest praise and adulation for this rabbi, then I must look deeper and go
to the source. And from that day on. my grandmother cried her eves out in praver
that her children should reach the great level of ... the Chazon Ish!

Savs R' Boruch. "There is no 7efillah that goes unanswered or is turned
away. Even that of an elderly, non-observant Bubby!"
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The foundation and continuity of the Jewish Nation is based, in large part. to
our strict adherence and unwavering belief in DY Mo 1w MHap - Aceeptance
(of the) yoke of the Heavenly Kingdom. We truly believe that there is no place -
anvwhere in the world - that is devoid of the Heavenly Presence of Hashem. As
the posuk tells us. "In the Heavens above and on the earth below.” In the
Heavens. the angels do so and on the carth. Brei Yisroel uphold this staunch
belief. However. the literal translation of the words. "nnnn yaxn Sy may be
defined as. "On the earth. from underneath.” In other words. underground. How
can thosc who arc buried bencath the carth and arc no longer able to
communicate, be the ones who carry the declaration of W maon to the world?
The Belzer Rebbe, R' Yissochar Dov Rokeach ZT'L gave a unique
interpretation of this dilemma by virtue of his actions while once traveling cross-
country on a train. As the train was about to pass through an upcoming tunncl.
the Rebbe quickly washed his hands and throughout the entire length of the
tunnel. as the train passed through it. the Rebbe recited Krias Shema. in which
the Jews declare the Oneness of Hashem and accept His Sovercignty, Said the
Rebbe afterwards. "As we rode through the tunncl and were literally "Beneath
the carth,” I wished to take advantage and accept omw mioon therel”
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In Yerushalayim today. lives a well-respected Talmid Chacham by the name
of R' Boruch Heiman Shlit"a. R' Boruch became a Ba'al Teshuva vears ago.
and since then. has grown in Torah and Yiras Shomayim. His energy in
organizing countless shiurim and assisting in numerous organizations has
cnabled him to be successful in just about cvery onc of his projects and
undertakings. Neighbors and friends even took notice of his wonderful record of
success and asked him how it came to be that Hashem's special Hashgacha
seems to smile on evervthing he docs.

R' Boruch told over the following story: At the advent of the State of Isracl.
my grandfather was a high-ranking minister who scrved directly under David
Ben-Gurion. My grandfather admired and revered him: so much so. that when he
would come home at night from work. he never failed to recount something
wonderful about his boss - his tremendous "strength” and extraordinary "vision."
among othcr praiscs - to his wife. My grandmother. was not a rcligious woman.
but she was sincere to a fault! She knew that a Jewish woman lights candles on
Friday night so she lit them. too. She would cry her eves out in praver and her
main concern was her children. Subscquently. when praving for the welfare and
well-being of her children. her constant and consistent plea was that they grow
up to be great men of accomplishments like ... David ben Gurion!

At onc point, during thosc carly davs. Ben-Gurion made a special trip to visit
and seck advice from the holv Chazon Ish, R' Avrohom Yeshaya Karelitz
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