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’b * ** Rashi comments that the Torah is exhorting us to remember that
l Jﬂ n j )ﬂ f Hashem took us out of Mitzrayim in the most auspicious month, Y0 vwmin.
’ Kk For during this month, the weather is exceptional: there are no extremes of
A Torah Tavlin Publication e s ¢ heat or cold, nor is it a season of rain. The question is, why does the
34 Mariner Way Monsey, NY 10952 | Torah feel it necessary to emphasize this point?
* ,H % Answers R' Tzvi Feldman ZT"L, mashgiach of the Mirrer Yeshiva,
Shabbos Parshas Bo - N2 nva9o YTiP hav | that our mother Rochel named her oldest son Yosef. Rashi tells us that she
February 3, 2001 - N"OWRN LAY » % #* included a special thought in her explanation of the name. She said, " qox
1 NN NN OPON - Hashem has absolved me from blame." Now that she
nYY 1T YaY * *‘* had a son, she would no longer be blamed for every mishap that occurred
(Monsey, NY)zzeevesees SIYY ) | in the home. What we learn from here is that tzaddikim are grateful for
5:14 - mwn ow/mpw 4:55 - M Npb TN ¥%% | every occurrence and all its facets. Even the most minute detail is not
6: 04 -2>yn/0°1019N NN 9:02 - N"/ynw NP ot % s | omitted when they thank Hashem for the overwhelming chessed that He
6:26 - DN MY NVLOVY 9: 38 - N"/YHVY P I ‘ bestows upon them.
: % ik The same is true regarding the month of Nisan. We recall even a minor
detail - providing comfort and convenience to Klal Yisroel by selecting a
1IY N1 | k% | pleasant time for traveling - when we express our gratitiude to Hashem for
(0-20) /1) 299813 ¥IXA 1910 192 JNY NI DYDY IIY? NY His kindness and for the miracle of Yetzias Mitzarim.
NN WH NO O NYNMPY, M2 NN .NYHY AT DMWY N9 M * sk
TY DD N"IPN NWY N1 1YY % Y70 YN NIDX T .97y D8N
VNN DIXND XNIND TN MDD 0N , 07180 NN WND N | Hskik . . zaces VIR D7) NID
NIMNI YDUDT M TANY 20597 /97 108 PIDST NNY 1IN 1270 /KDy | R Yisroel Meir of Gur ZT"L would say: )
: "N Nb] ’07-'3’33 IO PN %k *)* "Moshe told PharaOh "Ny 1JN.:! Ty - he will not know how to serve
DN YY1 PRY 1NN 920 YN it PN 7SN 979937 TNYT NN Hashem until they go to the outskirts of Egypt. So too, we do not know
22219 N ,mMHHY91 Y9N NNIWY MNNG PN .V NYW1 101 POn % *! the value of our service to Hashem until we go out into the True World!"
D931 73 IN INIYY 532 INT NI D180 03,17 OX AD2W1 WY DONN ” *! % \ ‘
P DIDNN D NZY TN DN PPNV M AN 11D 00y Wy ™ | A great Chassidishe Rebbe would say:
PIPY DYDIN 722 YPI? NY PRYA 01 19 1991 .03 IYYa MxY 0091 * ** "Laziness is not necessarily slowness. A lazy person may sometimes
777270V yown ,#MmND9) DRI 1IN TN N11Y TRYD Sy ,DINN .ONY ! act quickly because he is too lazy to think about what he is doing!"
NI TN 531 .DNY 30w DIDNN 593 TIND MNTY 732 oYW Donn Yy sk 3k ok
PY1INY DIDNN 100D XD IR NN ,7DI8ND XIND TN 1997 TN ' | R" Abraham J. Twerski Shlit"a would say:
RN 71191 0NN NN PHY DXOIN Y5 19015 DN 1 ;OMISNAONRI | skokok "There is an old folk saying: 'A worm that infests a horseradish root
 DIBON IWND NP P IINNNI XY PIYY WNIMY DONNY thab : must think that it is the sweetest place in the world.' Sometimes a person
, OMID NN TN | kF K | s in a rut and does not realize that life can be so much more meaningful if
-+ | only he would make the effort to investigate oth ions."
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the Medrash tells us, there were so many assimilated Jews who refused to
follow Moshe and preferred to remain in Egypt and that because of their
defiance and rejection of liberation, they died during the three days of
darkness by 7N non. Surely, they were buried by other Jews. But if
burying a sinful person is such a great mitzvah, like you say, then surely
the Brei Yisroel must have had an abundance of mitzvos while still in
Egypt, even without the korban Pesach and Bris Milah! Why does the
gemara insist that they had no merits with which to be redeemed?”

The businessman seemed to understand and immediately regretted
what he had said, as the Sanzer Rebbe concluded, "We can only derive
from here," the tzaddik said, "that contrary to what you said, burying a
sinful Jew is not really a mitzvah."
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The mitzvah of whnn wwnp - Blessing the Moon is the first
commandment to be given to the Jewish people as a nation.

R' Shamshon Raphael Hirsh ZT"L likens the Jewish people to the
moon rather than the sun. It would seem that the only nation on the planet
to whom Hashem spoke directly, should use the sun as their symbol
rather than the moon. The sun is greater than the moon. However, this is
not so, for the moon grows stronger and stronger every night until it is
full, and then diminishes, getting weaker and weaker until it disappears
from view entirely. But then, suddenly, it begins anew, rejuvenated. We
must remember that the moon's light is but a reflection of the sun. From
the Earth's perspective the moon seems to wax and wane, however, this is
but an illusion of position. One side of the moon is always bright, but our
perspective does not enable us to perceive this fact. So, too, it is for the
Jew who sometimes forgets his mission and begins to lose his light, his
purpose. Often times, after a period of darkness from his traditions, he is
rejuvenated into a powerful beacon of light that illuminates the darkness.

It is specifically this ability that makes this mitzvah so important, that
Rashi in Parshas Beraishis felt that it should have been the starting point
of the Torah. The word for "month" in Hebrew is wTin, and its root word
is &N - which means "new". Just as the moon loses its light and then
renews itself, so t00, the Jew as an individual and a nation, can renew
himself to his former greatness.
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A man was once having problems in business and decided to ask for
advice from the great Rebbe, R' Chaim Sanzer ZT"L. But when the man
walked into the room, the Rebbe immediately reprimanded him for having
encroached upon another person's livelihood, 733 mwn, which is
explicitly forbidden in the Torah. The man, rather than apologize and feel
ashamed for what he'd done, defended his actions, saying, "Why, that man
is truly an evil person. I don't understand why the Rebbe seeks to protect
him because he doesn't deserve any consideration. As a matter of fact, it's
probably a mitzvah to bury him!"

R' Chaim raised an eyebrow at the man. "That cannot possibly be the
case," said the &zaddik, "The gemara states that prior to Bnei Yisroel being
redeemed from Egypt, Hashem required them to perform two mitzvos: the
korban Pesach - the Paschal offering; and Bris Milah - circumcision. The
reason for this was because the Jews had fallen to such a low level and
were so assimilated with the Egyptian customs that they lacked any merits
by virtue of which they could be considered worthy to be redeemed.
Therefore, by performing these two mitzvos, they actually earned their
redemption." '

R’ Chaim stood up and looked at the businessman. "But I ask you, how
could it be that the Jewish people were totally bereft of mitzvos? After all,
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