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Swna: The Kotzker Rebbe said that the Maskilim of his day
were not really Apikorsim. In a time of need, they were
hiding somewhere with a Tehillim in hand! If you want to see
a real Apikores, said the Kotzker, look at Pharaoh. Hashem
wreaked havoc on Egypt with 9 terrible plagues. Now, Mos'he
A SERIES IN HALACHA 4 L %
Ll:’lh%? As “'l‘()llAH’(’ DAY ﬂ@y D)
"yt i i’ - Keeping the Jewish Camp Holy (67)
A Brief Summary. On the topic we introduced last week,
regarding the halacha (1) that prohibits a man from greeting a
lady in certain ways or asking about her personal welfare which
can lead to an improper ‘“‘connection,” we explained that saying,
“Shalom Aleichem” is prohibited, whereas certain blessings like
“Mazel Tov” or "no n»nm nnd" are permitted. Other
expressions of greeting like, “Good morning” are permitted
according to the Aruch Hashulchan, and prohibited according
to the Shevet Halevi, etc. Sending greetings to a lady, or asking
how she is doing through another person, is prohibited, but
through her husband, he may ask about her welfare.
Another Opinion. We mentioned that the Ben Yehoyoda
writes that if one received many acts of chessed from a lady by
being hosted in her house numerous times, he is permitted to
greet her in an otherwise prohibited way, due to the gratitude he
owes her for all the good she did for him. However, it seems
from the Poskim @) that they do not hold of this leniency and rule
that this is forbidden. Of course, one must always be full of
thanks for the chessed done to him, but he may not greet her or
ask about her welfare in a prohibited manner.
Clarification. After reading last weeks article, a businessman
asked the following question: When he greets a female client on
the phone, he cannot say anything less than, “Hello, how are

warns Pharaoh that the bechorim will die at midnight. A

normal person would not go to sleep. Certainly, not the King,

since he himself was a first-born. But not Pharaoh. He got into

pajamas and went to sleep as if it was an ordinary night. Says

the Kotzker, “He was an authentic, blue-blooded Apikores.”
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you?” as it is simply not acceptable. Even this may be considered
“cold” in a way that can weaken his chance to conduct business
successfully. What should he do, asked the businessman, and
how will this fit with the prohibition of greeting a lady and asking
about her welfare? R> Nissan Karelitz Shlit’a is quoted @ as
ruling that over the phone, one may be more lenient, and if he does
not know the person at all (except over the phone (5)), he can even
say “Shalom” to her. Some imply from his words that if the man
does know her, he cannot say “Shalom,” but other expressions are
permitted. Additionally, when an expression becomes so common
and cheap that anything less is considered impolite, all might agree
that this is permissible. This is most likely true for two reasons:

1) The man is really not inquiring about her welfare, because he
is just trying to be polite and not come across too blunt and
“business-like.” The automatic response of, “Fine, thank you
and how are you?” is so standard, that it does not breed any
connection or closeness.

2) As far as a greeting, one can rely on the Aruch Hashulchan
mentioned earlier, that other expressions apart from
“Shalom” are permitted. However, he should not say it in an
overly friendly, affectionate or suggestive tone, but rather in a
“business-relationship” tone. Also, he shouldn’t ask unnece-
ssary details such as, “How was your vacation?” or “Tell me

all about it,” even over the phone, and certainly not in person.
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The Lubavitcher Rebbe, R’ Menachem Mendel Schneerson ZT”’L would say:
“Pharaoh’s evil decrees and the trials and tribulations of the Jews during the Egyptian exile did not come about
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because Pharaoh had so decided of his own accord. Rather, the Holy One blessed be He hardened Pharaoh’s heart,
eventually causing all of His wonders and miracles to be revealed. The lesson we can learn from this is that
everything comes from Hashem; when a Jew encounters something that prevents him from properly serving Hashem,
this is meant only as a test, whose purpose is to awaken the powers hidden within the person’s soul. When the person
overcomes this test, and perseveres in his holy mission in life, he is then rescued from all difficulties.”

R’ Yehudah Loewy ZT”L (Mahara’l M’Prague) would say:

“OrTay MIAN DMINNN DNRY WN MN OPN NN MY - ‘Remember this day, on which you went out from Egypt.” Why
is Yetzias Mitzrayim, the Exodus from Egypt, so central to Yiddishkeit, considering that the Jewish people were later
subjugated to other nations in numerous exiles, at other times in history? The answer is that the Exodus from Egypt
forever changed the nature of a Jew’s soul. By virtue of this Exodus, every Jew became ‘free’ on the ultimate,
objective level, making it impossible to ever enslave his essence.”

A Wise Man would say:
“It’s not important to hold all the good cards in life, but it’s important how well you play with the cards you hold.”
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The Jewish people are the only people in history to predicate their survival on education. The most sacred duty of parents
is to teach their children. Judaism is a religion whose heroes are teachers and whose passion is study. The Egyptians built
pyramids. The Romans built the Coliseum. Jews built schools. That is why we alone, of all the civilizations of the ancient
world, are still alive and strong, still continuing our ancestors’ vocation, our heritage intact and undiminished. In this parsha,
Moshe speaks of the duty of parents to educate their children. We should encourage our children to ask questions, so that the
transmission of the Jewish heritage would be not a matter of rote learning but of active dialogue between parents and children.

Once, while traveling on behalf of Yeshivas Torah Ohr, the Rosh Yeshivah, R’ Chaim Pinchos Scheinberg ZT”’L was
lodging at the home of a talmid from many years previously, who lived in Baltimore, Md. The falmid was extremely
attentive to the Rosh Yeshivah’s every need and made him feel as comfortable as he possibly could.

At the time, a former associate of this falmid, a man who came late to the lifestyle of a religious Jew, but who had
begun to make serious headway in his observance of Torah and mitzvos, was visiting Baltimore from his hometown in Los
Angeles, together with his wife and two children. They were staying nearby and called to see if they could get together.
The talmid from Baltimore told him that he was presently hosting one of the leading rabbis in all of Israel, and he was
welcome to come over to meet the Torah giant. “Bring your wife and children as well,” he was told, so that they all can
receive blessings from the rabbi. And why not? The home was constantly filled with people, men, women and children,
coming in and out all day long, eager to receive a blessing from R’ Chaim Pinchos Scheinberg.

When the family arrived, the host immediately escorted them into a side room, which led into the dining room where R’
Scheinberg was sitting. Awed by the sight of the elderly rabbi, the couple stood back and watched in reverence as he
greeted each visitor with a smile and tremendous warmth. This young family had never seen such a holy looking man, and
they truly could not take their eyes off of him. Suddenly, their 7-year-old son, Craig, broke free of his parents, ran right up
to the venerated sage, and exclaimed, “Hey, they promised me that there was going to be only one rabbi here, and there are
so many of them!” Horrified, Craig’s parents quickly ran to get their son. They admonished him quietly for his impatience,
and told him that he must be extremely respectful in front of the rabbi. Craig appeared to be duly chastened.

But it was not long before the little troublemaker was up to a new antic. At a lull between visitors, young Craig ran up
to R’ Scheinberg once more and without the slightest hint of pretension, he introduced himself.

“Hi! My name’s Craig,” he said, congenially. “What’s your name?”’

Craig’s parents gasped in embarrassment. Mortified at their child’s insolence, they were prepared to grab him away
once more, when the elderly Rosh Yeshivah indicated that he was not at all upset with the boy’s behavior. Just to prove his
point, he took the child’s hand and pulled the young man closer to him to answer his question.

“My name is Chaim Pinchos,” he said softly. “How are you?”” And just like that, the elderly Tzaddik conducted a down
-to-earth conversation with a young boy from a non-religious background, as if the two of them were longtime friends.

The conversation lasted for a few minutes and Craig returned to his family with a huge smile plastered on his face. After
his conversation with their son, the Rosh Yeshivah turned to the parents and taught them an important lesson in parenting.
“There is no such thing as a bad question. If your child asks a question, then feel blessed that he is asking you questions. That is a

sign of a healthy child, who has a healthy relationship with his parents. He is looking to grow, and that is a tremendous blessing.
The moment that he stops asking questions, that is when you know th: yQ%are in trouble, as he now feels a disconnect with

the people he should trust most.” ﬂ@ﬂﬁ =R ﬂ*@j
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Sw: There once was a fellow who had a very interesting
quest in life. He wished to be called an “Apikores” - an atheist.
He started his quest by transgressing every sin in the
Torah, but nobody called him an “Apikores.” They called
him other names (which are not fit to print), but not the one
he actually wanted. What really bothered him, was that there
was a fellow in a faraway town known as “Moshe the
Apikores.” How did he reach that ignominious status, while
it continued to escape his own grasp? He decided to visit his
idol, “Moshe the Apikores,” and see for himself.
His idol opened the door and, sure enough, he was exactly
what he thought he would be. Moshe was eating a ham
sandwich, smoking and writing on Shabbos Yom Kippur, 5" .

He asked Moshe, “What’s the secret, how did you obtain
the distinction of being called an ‘Apikores’?”
Moshe asked him, “Have you studied the Babylonian and
Jerusalem Talmud?” The man replied, “No, of course not.”
“How about Mishnayos and Chumash?” The answer was no.
“What about Kuzari, Moreh Nevuchim, or the Dialogue
between the Ramban and Pablo Christiani (an apostate)?”
“Wait a minute,” said the guest, “I want to be an Apikores
who doesn’t believe in these things. Why should I learn them?”
“My friend,” concluded Moshe, “If you learned everything
like T have, and you still don’t believe, then you are an
Apikores. But if you know nothing, then you’re not an
Apikores - you’re just one big ‘Am Haaretz’ - Ignoramus!”
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After ma 7 1m0 (locust), Pharaoh seemed to have had enough and was about to cave in. He asked Moshe 10500y " -
Which Jews will be going? Moshe answered: “We will leave with our youth, our elders and our children!” To this, Pharaoh
said, “This I cannot allow - '©>125n X125 - I will only allow the men leave.” The meforshim explain that "12)" refers to men
between the ages of twenty to sixty. Thus, Pharaoh was very cunning. He wanted to separate the youth from the elders. By
doing so, he wished to end the growing relationship of ©)2 21072 that every Jew aspires to have. He wished to cut off the
Jewish people at their source - their elders. Moshe Rabbeinu answered him and said, "79) )Py wy1a" - No! Our youth
will go out hand in hand with our elders, because only then "> 'n " - it will it be a Yom Tov for us and for Hashem.

R’ Dovid Cohen Shlit’a says that the word for grandchild in Yiddish - “Einekel” - is derived from a posuk in Parshas
Shemos: "o NP MOM" - the burning bush was not consumed. The word "SypyN” / "oan NPN” teaches us that the
relationship between grandchildren, children, parents and grandparents must never be severed. It is a strong bond that is a
cherish to behold. This is exactly what Pharaoh’s strategy was and this is why Moshe flatly turned down Pharaoh’s offer!

With this in mind, it is appropriate to mention a vort from the Bobover Rebbe, R’ Shloime Halberstam ZT”’L, who says
there is a mesorah (tradition) that the word "ywn>Y" appears only twice at the beginning of a posuk in the entire Torah. Once in
our parsha: "3 Y2) P2 1N 190N WD and the second time in Devarim: "nnTRD Oy D1 12N W' The Rebbe beautifully
connects these two posukim by saying that if a person is zocheh to learn Torah with his children and grandchildren, then even
after he leaves this world, he will have a long life (0 m5»N) in Olam Haba, as if he were still amongst the living. Their

relationship is "JaN WPN" - it can never be consumed! May we all be zocheh, with Hashem’s help, to such relationships.
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Soon before the actual redemption from Egypt, the
Jewish people are given an unusual command: “Let every
man request of his fellow and each woman from her fellow
silver vessels and gold vessels.” Why does Hashem
command the Nation to ask their Egyptian neighbors for
gold vessels and other precious articles? After all, the
Egyptians had enslaved the Jews because of the decree that
was divinely issued many years earlier to Avraham Avinu,
during the ©7M20 2 ™12 (covenant between the parts). It
wasn’t their fault or their responsibility!

The renowned Chacham Rabbeinu Chayim Falagi
Z7T”L, in his sefer HaChayim V’hashalom, writes that the
Egyptians oppressed the Children of Israel far more than
they should have, and it was for this reason that they were

required to bequeath their possessions to them. But if this is
so, asks the chacham, then we have a different difficulty: our
Sages teach us that the people were liberated after 210 years
of slavery, rather than the 400 years as initially planned,
because of this particularly brutal subjugation. That being the
case, they didn’t deserve great wealth since they left early!

It must be therefore, that Brei Yisroel were liberated prior
to 400 years for another reason. Because of their great
numbers - Jewish mothers were delivering six babies at one
time - they fulfilled the work due to Pharaoh ahead of schedule.
If all the work was actually done, then the harshness of their
enslavement surely earned them great wealth!

In fact, this is alluded to in the words of Tehillim (ND-P):
NYN PIAR WY - “He raises the poor out of affliction...” But
why do they merit such great wealth? It is because, Ny Dw»Y
'mnawvn - “...He makes families (as numerous) as the flock.”
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The word "77" in this posuk is written differently than usual. It reads, "n> " which chazal explain 3 mnn) as "nn> "

which means “weak hand.” For this reason, Tefillin is placed on the left hand - the weaker hand. The question is, the Torah
states clearly that Tefillin is meant as a sign (M) that Hashem took us out of Mitzrayim, " pvna" - with a strong hand. If so,
why do we put Tefillin on our weaker hand? R” Moshe Bick ZT”’L explains that it is to teach us that Hashem is the only power
in the world. He is the One Who is Strong and Mighty, He makes everything in the world. If we were to place our Zefillin on
our right hand, we might be under the erroneous impression, "7 oM 2" - we did it all ourselves! To remind us that only
Hashem brings us parnassa, shidduchim, children and hatzlacha, we put the Tefillin on the weaker hand as a sign.

A man once came to the Satmar Rebbe ZT”’L and told him with great pride how he built up his flourishing business all by
himself - with his own ten fingers. The Rebbe answered, “By inz hays dos siyata d’shamaya!” (We call that Divine Intervention!)

This idea is one that we must internalize constantly and take to heart. However, to the rest of the world, to the nations who
look down upon us, we have another sign. This one is for all to see. That is the Tefillin shel Rosh, about which it says in
Devarim (-n2): "0 WM TOY RIPI N OW D YN MY 95 WM. This is to proclaim to all the world the greatness of the Jewish
people. We carry the Name of Hashem on our heads, and the entire world is afraid. The Tefillin that we wear serve a dual
purpose: Tefillin shel Yad is for US to remember the Yad Hashem, and recognize the fact that we are not the ones with the
power - only Hashem can make things happen. The Tefillin shel Rosh is for OTHERS to see the holiness of the Jewish people
and to fear us. May we all be zoche to understand and internalize the great lessons of Tefillin to truly bond us to Hashem.




