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Halachah in Practice: Dvar Halachah from
Horav Boruch Hirschfeld Shlit"a
o3 DPIN YN ONIN DY YN DYN DN
(N=2) /1) NYY TUN ININDN KAUN
The gemara (:vp naw) relates the following:
"Whoever recites woyy»y on Friday night is
considered Hashem's partner in creation ..... the
person's two escorting angels place their hands on
his head and declare: moyan TnNOM Y Y0V -
"Your deliberate sins are gone and your
unintentional sins will be atoned.' (-1 yw)”
Based on this gemara, we recite m9ymr three
times (y on Friday night: 1) In Shemona Esrai 2),
2) After Shemona Esrai together with the 1y -
Congregation (3, 3) During Kiddush .

The Ritv"a (pw) and the Tur (nron nvy) compare
this recitation to giving testimony on the creation
of the world. Therefore, it is required to be said
standing, audibly and together with others (). It is
also preferable to be said with a minyan or at least
with one other person ).

1) In Shemona Esrai.
One should slightly hasten (7 his silent Shemona

Esrai if, by doing so, he will be able to say the
M9y together with the y1y. [f one is holding in
the silent Shemona Esrai near m9y>n» when the
congregation starts to say it out loud, he should
recite it along with them in an audible tone (. In
P18 YpYNY, Many poskim permit saying it with the
My, as long as he first says the posuk, vy
m9 3N NNIY- (See nawn nn Vol. 1, p. 493)

2) After Shemona Esrai.

If a person was unable to recite m9195» with a
minyan, he should then say it with another person
. If there is no one else to say it with, he should
recite it alone, however, he should have in mind
that he is not saying it as a witness, rather he is just
reciting a posuk.

3) During Kiddush.

As one begins to say the words mbvyonr, he
should look at the Shabbos candles o). In
Shemiras Shabbos Kehilchoso (x5-1n) it is brought
down that it is preferable to say these words from a
siddur, or bencher, since he is exempting others
with posukim. Many have the custom to stand for
m9yonr even if they sit for the rest of Kiddush (1.

(1) See (33-nv1) navnoox on the significance of 3 times. (2) x-noanox (3) t-ow (9) -xw9 s (5) 1-noa oo (6) (n0-no9) nava mwn (7) nabn s
(r-non). See, however, (r-n%) nesowa pn (8) (13- vt v (9) (02-ne9) a7n. See, however, (r-nb) wseyn (10) seswa wems (T1) (m-av) 0w 2
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R' Yisroel of Modzhitz ZT"L would say:

n qy sy - these are the deeds of the wicked, mpa »my - these are the deeds of the tzaddikim.
(Medrash) The tzaddik says he will do teshuva this morning (ypa), and the wicked says he will do teshuva
tonight (aqy). Thus, the fzaddik spends his whole life in repentence, while the wicked spends his whole
life in sin since he never gets around to doing teshuva."

The Gr''a, R' Eliyohu of Vilna ZT"L (Vilna Gaon) would say:
"Nt NN Ry - "Let the earth sprout grass." The letters of the word »nyrrr make up the famous

mishna (rp-x maN): The world exists on three things; on 4 - judgement, nnx - truth, and pysw - peace.

A Wise Man would say:

"

"No great artist ever sees things as they really are. If he did, he would cease to be an artist!"
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and had actually concluded the shidduch with the daughter of an ordinary baker, he was totally
surprised. With a loud sigh, he banged down hard on the table and called out, "Mazel Tov! Ribono
Shel Olam, Du hast gevunnen - Master of the World, You won!"
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Chazal tell us (: N0 m>12) that the wicked are
ruled by their yetzer hara and that they are
controlled by their hearts. If so, we would think
that the yetzer hara would urge them to do aveiros
and would never let them regret their past actions.
Yet Chazal also say (.v o) that the wicked are
full of regrets. How can it be that once the yetzer
hara causes someone to sin, it then allows him to
regret his action, and then persuades him to sin
again, and then causes him yet more regrets?

R' Itzele Blazer (Peterburger) ZT"L answers:
The Ba'alei Mussar write that the yetzer hara is the
greatest enemy man has in the world. The gemara
(:2) noo) calls him a v - enemy. Thus, it is a
mistake to think that the yetzer hara's purpose is
merely to cause a person to sin; its true goal is
nothing less than to destroy a person completely.
Thus the yetzer hara first persuades someone to sin
in order to cause him to lose his portion in the Next
World, and then it makes him regret his actions in
order to take away any pleasure he may have from
his sin in this world. He is not satisfied until it
succeeds in destroying a person's enjoyment of
both worlds. In other words, once the yetzer hara
tricks someone into sinning, it does not even let
him enjoy his act but rather consumes him with
remorse. It's terrifying to think how unscrupulous
and insatiable an enemy each of us carries within
him every moment of every day!

(N=1) 799 DTN DYPUN NY2 092 DN MTIIN 990 Nt
We need to understand what is the relationship of

this reading to the present period which is the end
of Tishrei and this, Shabbos Beraishis, when we
are wpn - sanctify, the month of Cheshvon.

R' Yisroel ZT"L of Vizhnitz, the Ahavas
Yisroel quotes the posuk in Koheles, Yon 721 qrov
(1-2>) "NV PM¥N NN N DOPIYND IR ypw) - "The
end of the matter is, all is heard, fear Hashem, and
do his mitzvos." The meaning is this: "The end of
the matter"” - at the end of the holy days of Tishrei,
if at that time "all is heard" - a person reaches the
lofty level of nypwyy nwysr, this is a sign that he
"fears G-d and keeps his mitzvos." The gematria of
na71 qor is 352, the same as maqpr - Sacrifice.
The words »wawy 9o - have the same gematria -
515 - as wpvanr - "Prayer.” Thus, our prayers
during the holy days of Tishrei should be
acceptable as the korbonos - sacrifices in the Beis
Hamikdosh, in order to eliminate any bad
judgement from Rosh Hashanah when the three
books are open. We see how important our fefillos
are even at the end of Tishrei, when we read
Parshas Beraishis, and with them we hope to
sustain a good judgement throughout the year.

Our posuk states, »mavp ny» - "This is the book,"
which is referring to the book of life that we hope
to be inscribed into. It is called »oTnn NYT9IM Y907
- "The book of the generations,” because in it is
related the »m9wmr - actions of men, pypar
noxt2n - "On the day in which he was created" -
the day of Rosh Hashana, when the world was
created. We pray that these »yy19mn» on the holy
day of Rosh Hashana will serve to sweeten any
bad that may be coming our way as if it were a
korbon, which is the same gematria as »ap ni».
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When the Beis Halevi, R' Yosef Dov Halevi Soloveitchik ZT"L was a young man and in search
of a proper shidduch, he went to learn in the great and esteemed Volozhiner Yeshivah, which was then
headed by his mother's uncle, R' Itzele Volozhiner ZT"L, son and successor of the founder of the
Volozhiner Yeshiva, R' Chaim Volozhiner ZT'"L. R' Itzele, recognizing the inherent genius and
greatness of his nephew, decided that no ordinary shidduch would be good enough for him. Thus, he
looked out for him continuously and, of course, did everything possible to help his nephew find a suitable
match.

R' Yoshe Ber, as he was known, was quite an extraordinary scholar and many matches were proposed
with the daughters of some of the greatest rabbonim and gedolim of the generation. Likewise, proposals
were made involving daughters of very wealthy men; Businessmen who could support the well-known
prodigy in his studies so that he might realize his full potential and grow into one of the gedolei hador.
For one reason or another, none of these proposals worked out.

At one point, a shadchan who had proposed several matches approached R' Yoshe Ber directly and
suggested a shidduch with the daughter of a simple baker. The girl was only 12 years old (not an
uncommon age for marriage in those days) and was exceptionally short, even for her young age. Neither
lineage, wealth, nor beauty - the ideal qualities mentioned by the gemara (15 nvvny for a shidduch -
seemed to be part of the package that was being currently proposed. When he heard about it, R' Itzele
was obviously opposed to the match and felt that his nephew could do better.

Nevertheless, after hearing about the girl's exceptional virtues, R' Yoshe Ber consented to the match in
principle. But he insisted on actually seeing the girl in question before agreeing to the match, for the
halachah tells us that it is forbidden to marry a woman without first seeing her. The shadchan
wasn't expecting such a request from the young Talmid Chacham. He decided to arrange to have the
girl stand on a stool near a window and set her to work rolling dough for noodles, in an attempt to
make her appear taller than she actually was. He told R' Yoshe Ber to walk by the window at that
exact time and he would be able to get a look at her. When R' Yoshe Ber passed by and saw the girl
working vigorously, he smiled and remarked with satisfaction, "What a balabusta!" The shidduch
was summarily concluded.

When R' Itzele of Volozhin was informed that his nephew had taken matters into his own hands
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