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"B919 425 N oY’ - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (116)
Kavod HaTorah: Standing Up for Osei Mitzvah. Last week
we mentioned 3 relevant mitzvos where the Poskim say that all
those present should stand, in order to honor the Osei Mitzvah
and the mitzvah itself. They were Pidyon Haben, a Chupa with
its Birkas Eirusin and Nisuin, and Birkas Kohanim. To finish off
this topic we continue with two more mitzvos where the Shiltei
Giborim (1) says that the Maharam M’Rottenberg stood up.
Krias HaTorah. Even though the basic halacha is that it is
permitted to sit during Krias HaTorah, as the Mishna Berurah
rules ), still the Maharam used to stand. The RM’A @) brings
this, and there are two reasons for this strictness. One, as
mentioned in Mishna Berura, is that the listeners should imagine
themselves at Har Sinai hearing the Torah. Since they stood at
Matan Torah, we also stand at our miniature Matan Torah. The
Shiltei Giborim mentioned before says that another reason for
standing is for the honor of Osei Mitzvah. He presumably means
for the Baal Koreh and the one who gets the aliyah.

Borchu of Krias HaTorah. The Mishna Berura @ writes that the
various opinions about standing or sitting are only regarding Krias
HaTorah itself. For the Borchu before the aliyah and answering
“Boruch Hashem Hamevorach L’olam Vaed” all agree that we
should stand since it is a davar shebikedusha. However, the Kaf
Hachayim (5) says that many hold that one can even sit for the
Borchu, etc. From the Mishna Berura it seems that for the recital
of the two berachos before and after the aliyah, one may surely
sit. However, Derech HaChayim () writes that one should also
stand up for the berachos recited on the Torah.

“‘Special’” Krias HaTorah. In many shuls where the custom is
to sit during Krias HaTorah, some people stand for a number of
“special” readings. For example, Shiras Hayam, Aseres Hadibros,
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and before the last posuk of every sefer (Chazak). Some Poskim
are against this custom because it looks like we are singling out
certain portions of the Torah to make them look more Divine
than the rest. The Gemara ) says this undesirable. Many Poskim
defend the widespread custom, see Piskei Teshuvos ). Standing
from the beginning of the aliyah ©)keeps one out of machlokes.
Bris Milah. Shiltei Giborim (10) adds that the Maharam would
stand at a Bris. The reason is because of Osei Mitzvah. The RM’A
(Y.D.) brings this, but cites a different reason. He quotes a posuk
in Tanach that when entering a covenant (bris) people should

stand to reflect a seriousness, and he assumes that this applies to
all those present, not just the father of the baby and the Moel.
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Someone once slaughtered an animal and before he had a chance to
do o7 »o> someone else jumped in and did the mitzvah. Rabban
Gamliel made him pay 10 zehuvim for causing another to lose his
reward (mxn 15v). The Rosh (n ') brings down a story where a
father instructed a Mohel to perform a Bris on his son and a different
Mohel went ahead and did the Milah first. The Rosh says that the
second Mohel does not have to pay 10 zehuvim because the avn
n>n is on the father. If he can't or won't do it, it falls on all of Klalf
Yisroel, thus anyone has the right to do it. The Rema (N:0v 13"n)
brings down this scenario and rules the same way. He adds that if the
father was about to do the Milah himself and it was taken away from
him, the 10 zehuvim would apply since it is his mitzvah. The Chasam
Sofer wonders why it must be paid at all? Chazal say: mwy> 2w’
"IIRWY IPND IMON PHY NPy IRWY N9 OINN MmN - SO f it'S
considered as if he did the mitzvah why the need to reimburse him?
The Shach says that we see from this halacha that if a father can do a

Bris Milah he should not give away the mitzvah to a Mohel.
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R’ Chaim Tirrer of Chernowitz z¢”’l (Be’er Mayim Chaim) would say:
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“OpYn NN 01PN DY 1aYN 92 N Y - The Gemara (.05 PWYDP) says that when a person is challenged to sin, he
should imagine that he and the world are at that very moment standing in the position of their merits and sins bearing equal
weight. If he were to sin, he would bring himself and the whole world into the sorrowful state of being more sinful than
meritorious. This is alluded to in the posuk, "5 v’ - this concept shall they place on their hearts, '©1pan 5y 12wn 55’ - all
who are on the verge of transgressing the commands, ">pwn 7w8nn' - the balance/scale is at exactly half. So don’t do it!”

R’ Yitzchok Elchanan Spector z¢”’l (Kovna Rov) would say:

“oy M1 ONTY NIVYN NN MVYYD NIYN DX ONIW N2 ymwy - Why does the Torah repeat itself? If we must keep
Shabbos (mwn nx W) then surely we must fulfill the Shabbos (nawn nx mwyy) properly. The lesson here is that one
is not considered as if he has kept Shabbos until he ensures that his children and descendants fulfill the precepts of
Shabbos as well. If one wishes to be considered among 'nawn NN NI 12 WY - those Jews who guard the Shabbos,
then 'DNYT> Mawn NN MWYY' - he must make sure that Shabbos is fulfilled by his future generations - a '05y n12' for all.”
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A Wise Man would say: “Perfection is not attainable, but if we chase perfection we can catch excellence. 114 11 K K1t
Printed By: Mailway Services, | Dedicated in Memo o 3 1Y BTIAK
Serving Mosdosand Businesses | ofMoshe Spilmanztly DO KEEI.; the power 0f ,‘mr T ﬁla 'ﬂ"‘ \0“3"”(’ Y
WorldwideSince1980  |brsp 13 97 fibp 1 3Y ; with respectfnl fila -together! mmpws s 3¢ 29

(1-888-Mailway) 1A%y " AKX A " Y aout 2,060 verifiable signatures * 8554005164 * www.kvodshomayim.org [ 0RIRr >8I0 3




D3AY PO ... JT1AK TUUD
(5>-35) "131 DOPNEM TP MMSON O /M SN mOEN My 15T TN DRNDT DN YT ON M ANt P

The following story occurred a number of years ago in one of the prominent girls schools in Bnei Brak. A new student
arrived in the middle of the school year and it was immediately apparent that she was different. She walked with a noticeable
limp which no doubt came about from a severe illness when she was younger. She was not a well child and her parents
thought that perhaps a new environment would be good for her spirit and physical well-being.

At first, things seemed to be going well. The other girls in the class were friendly to her and included her in some of their
activities. However, it didn’t take long before a number of the more unruly students began to poke fun at her, copying her limping
gait and sickly pallor, to the amusement of others. Some other gitls joined in on the fun and they mercilessly taunted the poor girl.
Her parents were upset at this and kept her home much of the time as she began to hate her new school and schoolmates.

The teacher saw what was happening and really tried her best to stop it. She constantly spoke about being kind to others
and even created a number of programs in the class to get the girls to stop their despicable behavior toward this one girl.
Nothing she tried seemed to work or have any effect on the class. She was at her wits end. Finally, she asked her husband to
accompany her to speak with the Gadol Hador, R’ Aharon Leib Steinman z¢”I. The two arrived at the Rav’s home and the
Morah began to explain the situation in great detail. R” Aharon Leib became emotional with tears in his eyes as he imagined
the pain and hurt that this poor girl was going through. He inquired as to what she was doing to stop it and the Morah
provided a full accounting of all her class programs and speeches that she made to make the girls better.

R’ Aharon Leib was quiet for a few long moments. Then, in a soft voice, he asked her, “Do the girls daven in class?"

She answered yes. The Rav nodded and said, “Tell the girls that it is assur (forbidden) for them to daven.”

The Morah and her husband looked at each other in wonderment, but R” Aharon Leib did not relent. ‘“Tell them that the
Rabbanim have ruled that as long as they continue to destroy a fellow classmate and, in a figurative sense, spill her innocent
blood, they are forbidden al pi halacha from davening. Hashem does not want the zefillos of murderers - they are disgusting to
Him, and therefore you should begin your class without any sort of tefillah.”

The Morah came in the next morning to teach and when the girls automatically took out their siddurim, she told them to
stop. “Put away your siddurim. We are not going to daven today. We will go straight to our regular learning schedule.”

The girls could not understand. Why can’t we daven like usual, they asked. The Morah responded that she received a psak
from the Gadol Hador, R’ Aharon Leib Steinman, and according to halacha, they are not allowed to daven. She even took out a
Navi and read the posuk, "WoN DNT ODP ... WY DOYN 09 05w - “When you spread out your hands (in prayer) I will
conceal My eyes ... your hands are filled with blood.” Once again, she explained to them that their zefillos are worthless in the
eyes of Hashem, because they have practically killed another human being with their horrible behavior, and thus, they have
no zechus or right to daven. “Please take out your workbooks,” she told her students, “and we will begin our day from there.”

The students were shocked. No davening? How can they begin their day without davening? But the Morah was insistent.
“This is the psak I received from Rav Steinman,” she said. Of course this didn’t sit well with the class. A few girls took the
initiative and wrote on a piece of paper, how sorry they were for treating a classmate the way they did. They pledged to be

nice and kind to the girl and would never hurt her ever again. Then, they walked around and every single gitl in the class
signed the paper. Only then, did the Morah agree to allow them to take out their siddurim and daven Shacharis.

And what a Shacharis it was! Their fefillos took on a new intensity and every girl could feel the power of prayer surging
through them. The next day, the sick girl came back to class and was met with a new kindness and affection she had never
known in her life. The girls truly went out of their way to make her feel comfortable and wanted, and shortly thereafter she
began to blossom as a student and individual, with a newfound sense of confidence and simchas hachaim.
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Eliyahu HaNavi was faced with an extremely daunting
task. Because of King Achav and his wicked wife Izevel, the
influence of Baal, the pagan deity, spread rampantly
throughout the land. Tragically, the kingdom of Yisroel
stooped to an untenable level, and Eliyahu was needed to
demonstrate to them the worthlessness of idol-worship.

Just as Moshe Rabbeinu chastised Bnei Yisroel for serving
the Golden Calf, Eliyahu rebuked the Nation saying, “How
long will you hop between two ideas? If Hashem is the G-d, go
after Him, and if Baal is G-d, go after him.” Rashi explains
that the Jewish people couldn’t answer Eliyahu because they

really did not know which entity was the right one. Was
Hashem the true G-d? Or should they follow Baal?

R’ Dovid Shlomo Eibschitz z¢”’l (Arvei Nachal) notes that
Bnei Yisroel made a critical mistake. To prove that Hashem
alone is in control and provides sustenance, Eliyahu decreed a
drought on the kingdom and no rain fell for three years. The
people calculated that it can’t be possible for Eliyahu to claim
that only Hashem can provides sustenance, because after
enduring three long years of famine they were still alive. As a
result, the people bolstered their support for pagan deities,
assuming that obviously one can survive without Hashem.

Clearly, one cannot survive without Hashem’s unceasing
care and this is the ultimate lesson for a G-d-fearing Jew.
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The posuk says: “See, I have called by name, Betzalel son of Uri, grandson of Chur.” What does “I have called by name”
mean? Should it not have said, “I have called Betzalel”? Furthermore, the Trop (cantillation) on this word is “esnachta”

which is a pause, separating one word from the next. Why pause when we say "owa" and not pause after the name Betzalel?
Targum Yonasan comments here: "1 ow"” which in gematria is 357, is exactly the same value as ™72 1y 1512". Chazal
say, "1 yawn oW 10", meaning a person that has a good name has the greatest, everlasting beracha throughout his life and
thereafter, as well. R> Mordechai Gifter z¢’I cites the Medrash Tanchuma that a person has three names. The name his
parents gave him, the name by which people refer to him and the name he acquires for himself. This idea is derived from
Betzalel who was chosen to construct the Mishkan because he acquired a good name. Hashem is the One who gives a person a
“shem tov” and sees the true life a person has led. His success in this world is based on Torah learning, performance of
mitzvos, good middos, and yiras shamayim and then, together with siyata d’shmaya, he gains new strengths and abilities, all as
a gift from above. Hashem gazed into the heart of Betzalel and saw all of this - and then called him by his “shem tov.” Thus,

the Torah pauses after "owa" to denote that Betzalel didn’t just have a name - he earned the right to have such a good name.
Betzalel was the son of Chur, who died al kiddush Hashem attempting to to intervene and stop Klal Yisroel from creating
the Egel Hazahav. Therefore, Chur’s einekel was the individual designated to build the Mishkan in order to have his Zaida’s
yichus delineated. Chur, is remembered as the individual whose martyred death at the hands of the sinful nation was forgiven
through his grandson’s construction of the Mishkan, which began immediately after Chur’s death. May we all desire to
acquire a shem fov in this world since this ig the only name we take with us to Olam Haba when we move on to a better world.
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Yon: The famous “Frankel Rambam” took many years to
prepare and required a great deal of effort, money and
research on the part of the publisher, R’ Shabsy Frankel
zt”’l. Understandably, his hand-written manuscripts that were
the foundation of his publication were priceless in his eyes
and invaluable to the unique re-publication of the Rambam.

One day, as R’ Shabsy was sitting with an editor discussing
the plans for a number of manuscripts lying before them, the
editor accidentally knocked over his cup of coffee which ran
across the broad desk and drenched the precious handwritten
pages. Red-faced and apologetic, the editor jumped out of his
chair and began mopping up the spilled coffee, hoping to
salvage as many of the manuscript pages as possible.

R’ Shabsy also jumped up, but after quickly surveying the

truly felt terrible. He knew how much these pages meant to
R’ Shabsy and realized how upset he must be - to the extent
that he ran out of the room so as not to let his anger boil over.
Within seconds, however, R’ Shabsy was back. He hadn’t
left the room in a fit of anger. With a beatific smile that
stretched from ear to ear, R’ Shabsy walked in carrying a full
steaming cup of coffee. Placing it down in front of the editor,
he said in the sweetest possible voice, “Reb Dovid, you haven’t
et drank your coffee. Here, please take this and enjoy...”
2on3: We are enjoined to follow the ways of Hashem. Just as
He is merciful, so must we be merciful. Just as He does
kindness, so must we do kindness. And just as He is 9y »ayn
ymTn - He looks away and allows our iniquities to go
unpunished, we too, must always try to look away when
someone does us harm. One who is YMT1 Sy Payn is not just
an exceptional human being, he is actually harnessing a piece

damage, he rushed out of the room without a word. The editor

of the Divine Presence, utilizing his G-dly attributes.
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Moshe Rabbeinu asks Hashem the question that all Jews, in all times, wonder about: “Hashem, please show me Your

glory.” He wanted to understand Hashem’s ways. He wanted to see the honor and glory, rather than the pain and confusion.
We all know that Hashem is a kind and Merciful G-d, so why do so many bad things happen? Where is Hashem’s glory in a
world of suffering and exile? Why are we tortured and killed, physically and emotionally, collectively and individually, if
Hashem has chosen us as His beloved nation? Hashem is the Tov U’Maitiv and everything He does is truly good. The problem
is it doesn’t always look or feel good. Hashem answers, “You will see my back, not my front.” Rashi tells us that Hashem
showed Moshe the kesher (knot) of His Tefillin. How does this answer his question? Well, inside our 7efillin we declare the
faith of every Jew: “Shema Yisroel Hashem Elokeinu Hashem Echad.” The Name “Hashem” represents mercy while
“Elokeinu” represents strict justice. “Hashem Elokeinu” together means that no matter whether we see mercy or justice,
“Hashem Echad” - it is all one thing - it is all GOOD! The kesher represents the connection between us and Hashem which
sometimes is with mercy and sometimes with justice. The two retzuos (straps) represent the two sides of the relationship. The right
ritzua represents the love and mercy of Hashem; the left represents the attribute of justice. Hashem showed Moshe the KESHER,
He showed him that there is a connection between these two manifestations of Hashem. The two retzuos are tied together and
are in fact one thing. All the pain and suffering of all Jews, in all generations is a result of this kesher. And all the wonderful
moments that fill our lives with joy are a result of this kesher, because in order to have a real kesher with Hashem, a person has
to connect with Him in all situations. This requires a lifelong avoda of emunah that everything Hashem does is truly good.




