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DEDICATED IN HONOR OF THE BAR MITZV AH OF TUVIA FRIEDMAN.SPECIAL MAZEL TOVTO THE FRIEDMAN
AND MINZER FAMILIES.MAY THEY ONLY SEEMUCH NACHAS FROM HIM AND THE REST OF THE FAMILY.

TORAH TAVLIN IS AVAILABLE FREE OF CHARGE! TO SPONSOR/DEDICATE AN ISSUE IN HONOR OF A SIMCHA, YAHRZEIT,
REFUAH SHLEIMA OR FOR ANY REASON; TO RECEIVE BY MAIL FOR YOUR SHUL OR HAVE IT E-MAILED TO YOU DIRECTLY,
PLEASE CALL 845-821-6200 OR SEND AN E-MAIL TO: TORAHTAVLIN@YAHOO.COM.
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far too easy for us to look at the exploits of man and refer
tothem as “wonders” while we overlook all the “ordinary”
things Hashemhas done. In truth, though, these gifts from

Heaven are anything but ordinary. The little girl had it
exactly right. Our unique abilities are the true wonders of
the world, and we only merit them through Divine blessing.

A SERIES IN HALACHAH

LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

The Laws of Shemitah and Pruzbul.

Last week we discussed the Pruzbul document. It is the
document given by a Beis Din (or 3 plain people who can
function as a Beis Din for Pruzbul) to all those debtors who
have given their debts over to Beis Din and can now act as their
agent to collect the debt and keep it for themselves.
QUESTION: Can the 3 people acting as a Beis Din be
relatives to the debtor or the one who loaned the money?
ANSWER: Most poskim permit it and we can rely on them.
The reason is because we only invalidate relatives when they
act to decide some dispute or monetary question. Here, though,
Beis Din is functioning to empower him to collect his debt (1).
QUESTION: Can a Pruzbul be done at night?
ANSWER: Yes .
QUESTION: Does a lady have to make her own Pruzbul or
can she assume that she is automatically included in the one her
husband makes?
ANSWER: If no special money is set aside to be hers alone,
she (and any debts owed to her since she got married) is
included in her husband’s Pruzbul. If she has her own
financially independent business or for any other reason has
money of her own that she used to lend, she needs her own
Pruzbul 3. She can appoint her husband to give her debts over
to a Beis Din and they will write a special text verifying that the
husband or any other appointed messenger gave over her debts.
If she didn’t appoint him he can still do so and act on her behalf
to do things that are only for her gain which she surely would
agree to. NOTE: The casual neighbor-type loan, such as a
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dozen eggs or container of milk, needs a Pruzbul ).
QUESTION: Does a Gemach (free loan fund) need a Pruzbul?
ANSWER: Technically they don’t because no individual owns
the money to be included in the command to forgo all loans.
Also, these monies are already considered like handed over to
Beis Din. However, many people keep their own money in a
Gemach to use for the mitzvah of lending till they need the
money. This does require a Pruzbul 5) and even though it is
covered by the depositer’s own Pruzbul it is customary for the
Gemach gabbai to make one in case the depositer forgot.
QUESTION: If one makes a Pruzbul on Erev Rosh Hashanah
in the morning and later in the day lends money, does the
Pruzbul work for that debt?

ANSWER: It does not seem logical that one can hand over to
Beis Din debts that are not yet owed to him, and therefore, they
are not covered by the earlier Pruzbul. If one lends money to
another person on that day, he should specify that payment is
not due till after Rosh Hashanah. Such a debt is not affected by
Shemita and does not need a Pruzbul.

QUESTION: If someone owes money to a non-observant Jew,
either from a loan or a medical bill that can be considered like a
loan through totalling and billing, how can he avoid causing the
Jewish lender to possibly stumble by transgressing the laws of
Shemita?

ANSWER: The one who owes the money can make a Pruzbul
on behalf of the creditor to save him from sinning ). If that
wasn’t done, it would seem that he could state to someone that
he is giving the money as a gift and not to pay up the debt.

NOID LAY YWIN Y'PHINN (2) 199:0 NN VIV (1)
230 LAY JWIN (4) PID LAY JWIN DN TIY (3)

R’ Shloime Hakohen Rabinowitz ZT”’L of Radomsk (Tiferes Shlomo) would say:

N NDN VY (6) N> DX KWV Y (5)

“If a man receives a generous gift from a mighty king, he rejoices not so much for its actual value, but more so for
the fact that it came from the king himself. The main reason for this joy at the gift is the thought of who the giver is.
Therefore, the Torah states: ‘And you shall rejoice in all the good’ not only because it is good but primarily because it
is ‘what Hashem Your G-d has given you’ - just the thought of Who gave it to us should give us great joy!”

R’ Zelig Pliskin Shlit’a would say:

“The word "Twwiy - ‘They will reach you,’ is a guarantee from the Torah that a blessing meant for a person will

always reach him. When things happen which at first seem to be negative occurrences, one must be patient before
he makes a final judgment. Often as events unfold, what one originally thought would be negative is clearly
positive in the end. We must be aware of these occasions and internalize this awareness in the future.”

A Wise Man would say:
“Education is all about measurements. The length and breadth of our influence upon others depends upon the
depth of our concern for others.”
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There are two types of "yywn' - “insane.” In one case, a person is 9" afflicted with a mental illness and goes through
life sick and demented although he himselfisunawareofiit. In fact, hethinks he’s perfectlynormal and those around him
have gone mad. The person usually ends up in an institution where he is cared for by professionals. The second form of
insanity, however, isundoubtedly worse than the first. This is when circumstances in which one finds himself careen so
horribly out of control that a person’s once rational intellect cannot withstand the agony which these events have placed
upon him and he literally snaps. The worst part of it is that he knows he’s losing his mind and there’s nothing he can do
about it. The Torah warns us that if we do not follow in the ways of the Torah, this form of insanity will overtake us and
we will, v'n, feel every drop of pain and misery mentioned in the Tochachah.

Every town has what’s known as a “Shtut Meshuganeh”; a townsperson who is odd and usually makes a spectacle of
himself. Hopefully, the town Meshuganeh is a person for whom the townspeople have compassion. They take care of
him as much as he lets them. He engenders pity and indulgence due to his unfortunate state of mind rather than malice
and untoward hostility which is quite often the case as aresult of hisunusual antics and lack of social graces.

The town of Lubavitch was no exception. Lubavitch sported its very own bona fide Meshuganeh. One day, this man
approached the gabbaim of the Rebbe Maharash, R’ Shmuel Schneersohn ZT”L, with a request. He had a very
“serious” matter about which he needed to consult with the Rebbe. Not surprisingly, an emphatic “No!” was the answer.
The Maharash’s time was too precious and not to be taken up by this unbalanced individual. Realizing that he would not
succeed through conventional channels, the man had abrainstorm. The Rebbe would take a dailyride on doctor’s orders
to get some fresh air. The Meshuganeh waited on the side of the road at a place where the wagon would have to slow
down. Asthe wagon drove by, heleapt aboard and into the coach and began to speak tothe Maharash!

The driver was incensed, as were the gabbaim. They was ready to throw the guy right off the wagon. However, they
would not dare lay a hand on the uninvited guest in the presence of the Rebbe. A few minutes passed in which the
Meshuganeh concluded his conversation andleapt offin the same wayhe came aboard.

The Chassidim who witnessed the scene cornered him angrily. “How dare you disturb the Rebbe!” they cried in anger.
The Meshuganeh had only this to say in his own defense. “I have a friend in the big city of Vitebsk who is also a
Meshuganeh like me. But he is the only Meshuganeh there, so he invited me to come live in Vitebsk, pointing out that
Vitebsk was certainly large enough to sustain two of us and then we would be near each other.” The chassidim looked at
each other in puzzlementand then quicklyback tothe source of their puzzlement.

“I didn’t know what to do, so I decided that I must consult with the Rebbe. After I was unsuccessful in obtaining an
appointment, I took matters intomyown hands. The Rebbe told me toremain in Lubavitch because Lubavitch alsoneeds
a person like me. And as to your question how a Meshuganeh like me could bother the Rebbe, let me just say this:
Meshugeh efsherbinich, uber seichel hubichyuh!” (“Crazyl may be, butcommon sense have.”)

Amusing as this story may be, a very great lesson may be learned from it. The holy Maharash treated this demented
man with the same deference and love that he treated everyone else. By answering his question and explaining things to
him in a way that was easily understandable, he reached out and touched the soul of this man. In the end, the man once
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Yaakov Avinu went down to Egypt "5172 5w miNowHwa” -
in forced chains of familial love. He was happy and
anxious to be reunited with his beloved son, Yosef. But
nevertheless, the trip down to Egypt was forced upon him,
in fulfillment of the Bris - covenant, with Avrohom Avinu
that his descendants would be slaves in a strange land for
centuries before being redeemed by Hashem.

There is golus and then there is golus. Sometimes and in
some places in Jewish history, exile was not only tolerable but
itwaseven comfortable. 10th-centurySpain, 14th-century
Poland, 19th-centuryGermany, 20th-century Americaare
examples of such a golus of comfortand privilege.

When R’ Berel Wein Shlit’a was a rabbi in Miami
Beach, a great Rov from Toronto, a survivor of the
Holocaust, weak in body but powerful in faith and Torah
knowledge, would come there to spend the winter months.
R’ Wein arranged a daily study session with the scholar.
They sat under a grapefruit tree in shirtsleeves, basking in
the Florida sun and studying Torah in depth. It was, he
said later, what he imagined Gan Eden would be like.
However, apparently noticing his smug comfort in the
surroundings, the rabbi said to him, “Miami Beach is not
bad at all as far as golus’ go. Butitisstill golus!”

Egypt, when Yaakov Avinu arrived there, was also not
bad at all as far as exiles went. But Yaakov knew in his
heart that it was still exile, and therefore, mixed with his
joy over being reunited with Yosef was his feeling of
trepidation over the long centuries of golus that his
descendants would have to endure in Egypt. And Yaakov
was well aware that his arrival in Egypt was not a random
affair of chance but rather it was by Divine choice.

At the end of Parshas Ki Savo, after Moshe enumerates
the wonderful blessings that Bnei Yisroel will enjoy by
keeping the Torah and mitzvos, and alternatively, the
terrible curses that will befall them if they neglect this path, a
transformation overcame the people, a sort of rite of passage:
The Children of Israel became a Nation - Am Yisroel!

“Hashem did not give you a heart to know, eyes to see,
and ears to hear until this day.” Rashi describes the
reaction of the people, the first formal n»an - public
protest, in history, with transfixing clarity: “I have heard,
that on the day that Moshe gave the Torah to Bnei Levi
(Kohanim), the people came before him and said, ‘Moshe
Rabbeinu, we too stood at Sinai and accepted the Torah,
so why do you place the people of your tribe in charge so
that they can say it was not given to us but only to them?’
Moshe rejoiced at these words, and said, ‘This day, you
have become a people - this day I finally understand that
youtrulydesiretocleavetothe Almighty!””

On the Mishna in Avos (n2-n): "N»ad ©YaAIN2" - “A forty
year-old to (attains) understanding,” Rabbeinu Ovadia
Bartenura ZT”’L expounds and says that we learn this out
from the Generation that accepted the Torah. Although
600,000 Jewish souls heard the Word of G-d directly from
the Almightyand saw miracleafter miracle attesting toHis
omnipotence, yet it was only after forty years of traveling
in the wilderness that Moshe Rabbeinu proclaimed: “This
day you have become a Nation.” All this time, you had
seen with your eyes and heard with your ears and felt in
your hearts, but only on this day, forty years later, do you
finally come to the level of understanding and knowledge
that "©pONNNN'D" - Hashem is the one and true Lord!

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
ON THE WEEKILY MIDDAH OF...
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known as the “Meshuganeh” of Lubavitch settled down and became a contributing member of society. He just needed
someone tolisten tohim - someone who could make a “Mentsch” outof him!
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Sem: A group of Geography students was asked to list
what they considered to be the Seven Wonders of the
World. Though there was some disagreement, most of the
recognized “wonders” were mentioned, including the
Egyptian Pyramids, Mount Everest, the Grand Canyon,
China’sGreat Wall, and others.

While gathering the votes, the teacher noticed that one
student, hadn’t turned in her paper yet. So she asked the
studentifshe was havingtrouble with her list.

The young girl replied, “Yes, a little. I couldn’t quite
make up my mind because there were so many.”

The teacher said, “Well, tell us what you have, and we’ll
try to help.” The girl hesitated, then read: “I think the
Seven Wonders of the World are: 1. to touch, 2. to taste,
3.tosee, 4.tohear, 5. torun, 6. tolaugh, and 7. tolove.”
Swma: The Torah tells us in great detail, of the blessings
that can and will be bestowed uponus. Sometimes, we have
greatblessings and don’tevenrealize their magnitude. Itis
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Weare commanded to, “rejoice in all the good Hashem has given you.” If we experlence misfortune and tragedies, it
s, “because you did not serve Hashem with joy and a good heart.” Simcha is not just a nice middah. It doesn’t enhance
one’s life; it is the foundation of all spiritual success. Chazal tell us: "nNHRY TINN XON NN NYOWN PR~ “The Divine
Presence does not rest only amongst happiness.” (> maw) Without Simcha, one cannot be close to Hashem, one cannot
trulyliveas a Jew, and one cannot do Teshuvah - return to his Creator. Hashem wants us to serve Him with SIMCHA!!!

A few weeks ago, I had the privilege of standing at the kever of the founder of the Bais Yaakov movement, Sarah
Schenirer A”H (of whom R’ Aharon Kotler ZT”’L was quoted as saying, “If not for Sarah Schenirer, where would our
families, our wives, our children, our Bnei Torahbe?”). What I found truly amazing is what is written on her na¥n. She
left us with five posukim which encompassed everything she stood for and all that she wished to transmit to future
generations. The veryfirst posuk, presumably the one she deemed the most important, states: "nnNNYANNNYTAY" - “Serve
Hashem with Joy.” This is listed even before the second posuk of "Pn> 15 s’ - “I place Hashem before me always.”

What a crucial lesson for every Jew. The most important thing is Simcha! In fact, the words "nnnwa” and "nawvnn”
contain the same letters. We must train our minds to serve Hashem only with joy! R Avrohom Pam ZT”L said:

1”2

“Everyoneis searching for the ‘city of happiness’. Whereisit found? The ‘city of happiness’ isin the ‘state of mind’!




