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Chazal say that when Moshe and Aharon first appeared before Pharaoh,
they miraculously walked through a heavily guarded doorway into the midst
of a large state dinner. Despite this obvious miracle, Pharaoh hardened his
heart and ignored them. The second time that they came before Pharaoh,
Hashem performed another miracle, turning Aharon's staff into a snake, and
even though Pharaoh's magicians were capable of mimicking Aharon's act,
he won the day when his staff swallowed theirs. Nevertheless, Pharaoh still
ignored Moshe and Aharon. The next time that the two brothers appeared
before the king, they turned all the water into blood. Again the magicians
did the same, and this time, Moshe and Aharon did not even score a victory
over them.

R' Yechezkel Levenstein ZT"L notes that each of these tests was easier
than the preceding one for Pharaoh to fail. Each one of Moshe and Aharon's
miracles was smaller than the one before it. This is Hashem's way - he tests
a person, and should the person ignore the challenge, Hashem leads him
down the path which he has chosen. Spiritual failure becomes easier with
each step.
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In the Sefer Chomas Enoch it says:

"The word 7o™spir is equivalent in gematria to the word "ny>w». The
shechinah exiled herself together with Bnei Yisroe! in Egypt and wherever
afterwards the Jews went into exile, the shechinah accompanied them."

R' Yisroel Salanter ZT"L would say:

"When dealing with people, try to see things from their perspective. For
example, taking away a broken box from a child is similar to sinking the
boat of an adult. To a child, his box is his boat, and we have an obligation to
understand how he views things."

R’ Yisroel Meir Hakohen Kagan ZT"L (Chofetz Chaim) would say:
"For the place where you stand is holy ground. " Each situation in which
one finds himself at that moment is holy. Hashem expects one to serve Him

</ K,]<><><>O<><><><><>O<><><><><><><><><>O<>




O<><><><><><><>O<><><>O<><><><><><><><><><>r

(A<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>

\
against the express wishes of Pharaoh? Why didn't they just quit their jobs
in protest, relinquishing their duties so as not to be a part of such a terrible
enactment?" The Chofetz Chaim gazed at his talmid expectantly. "It is
because Shifra and Puah, the Jewish midwives, were afraid that if they
were to give up their positions, the incoming midwives who would take
their place would not be able to withstand the terrible pressure. They
would weaken and Chas V'sholom, carry out the terrible decree. They
therefore, stayed on at their posts, endangering themselves with each
delivered baby boy that they were a part of, for the welfare and indeed, the
future of Brei Yisroel."

The young man understood his Rebbe's words. The Chofetz Chaim took
his hand and concluded, "This self-giving policy that the holy midwives
followed should be a model for all generations in fulfilling tasks that come
our way, despite the difficulties or even dangers they pose."
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The trait of humility has always been innate in the Jewish character,
however, hand in hand with humility has always been a strong dedication .
on the part of the Jewish population to serving whatever country they live
in. As much power as the Jews may have had in Egyptian life, they were
still loyal and trustworthy subjects of Pharach. Pharaoh knew that the
Jewish people were his biggest asset, so why was he afraid of them?

Explains R' Dovid Feinstein Shlit"a, Pharaoh was worried that the
Jews would some day become arrogant about their power and influence
and forget their trademark humility. If that were to happen, they could
potentially pose a very serious threat to him and his hold on power. Maybe
some day they would realize how important they were and that they had
the power to overthrow him and take over the country. Pharaoh was
Egyptian and understood the Egyptian people. He knew that any one of his
own countrymen who possessed even a tenth of the Jews' knowledge and
influence would be a great threat to him. As the ruler of a society that was
notorious for its treachery, Pharaoh simply couldn't believe that the Jewish
people were fundamentally any different from his own people. '

The influence of Jews in the professions and public life far exceeds their
numbers in the population, yet we must be careful not to flaunt this as we
have seen the devastation it can lead to, throughout the course of history.
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One of the prominent communities in Lithuania was searching for a
Rov to lead them and after much inquiring, they nominated a young man _ . |’
who was known to be a close talmid of the Chofetz Chaim, R’ Yisroel
Meir Kagan ZT"L, of Radin. The young man, however, was an
extremely pious and G-d-fearing individual and he was afraid to accept
such a great role and responsibility on his shoulders for fear that he might
be unable to perform his duties to the utmost satisfaction of the kehilla, or
that he might fail in some way to correctly decide on a matter of halacha.

When the congregants urged him to take the position, he felt he had no
other choice but to travel to Radin and consult with his Rebbe, the Chofetz
Chaim. When he arrived, he went directly to his Rebbe's house and was
warmly greeted there. After discussing a number of issues, the young man
explained his misgivings about his perceived unworthiness for the
position. The Chofetz Chaim took out a chumash and replied. "The Torah
tells us in Parshas Shemos, that Pharaoh made a terrible demand on the
Jewish midwives: To kill all the male babies born to the Jewish women. It
was an awful request and the midwives, who feared Hashem much more
than they feared the king of Egypt, did not adhere to his command."

The talmid listened enraptured to his Rebbe's words. "Now, you might
wonder, why would the midwives place themselves in such danger, going
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