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\ The Posuk tells us that only eleven children were present. Rashi

| explains that Yaakov placed his daughter Dina in a chest, lest Esav see

| her and take her away. The question is, how did Rashi know that it was
Dinah who was missing and not one of Yaakov's other eleven children?

5 Answers R' Chaim Volozhiner ZT"L in the name of the Vilna Gaon
{ ZT"L that in the Medrash we find that the Beis Hamikdosh was

| constructed on the portion of the land allocated to Binyomin, since he

- | was the only son of Yaakov who did not bow down to the wicked Esav,

- | as he was not yet born. It is presumed from this, that from among

i 2] Yaakov's twelve children, it was Dina who was missing, for were it to be
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R' Chaim of Sanz ZT"L would say:
"N 120 oy - Even my beard has turned white (a play on the word 3>
| which means white) and yet nny Ty ') - I have tarried so long and have
| still not repented!”
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| R' Menachem Mendel of Kotzk ZT"L would say:
"Perhaps ignorance is bliss, yet it is still better to be wise, even if it
| means suffering pain.”

R' Yeruchom Levovitz of Mir ZT"L would say:

"Most people are capable of withstanding major stress. The real test of
a person is how he reacts to minor challenges for it is when dealing with

| ostensibly petty matters that a person reveals his true character."
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a grand tribute to the Tzaddik, R' Akiva Eiger." Without uttering a word,
he secretly descended from the back of the coach to join the throngs who
marched alongside it. R' Akiva Eiger, who was sitting on the other side of
the coach, noticed the crowds as well, and similarly concluded in his
mind that this whole tumult outside must be for his esteemed fellow sage,
R' Yaakov. He too, quietly alighted from the opposite side of the coach to
participate in the Mitzvah.

Thus, the empty wagon entered the city with it's two most prominent
passengers lost in the sea of Yiddishe humanity. The thought had never
occurred to either of the two tzaddikim, nor had either accepted the
possibility that the intended recipient of all the lavish honor was to be
himself. Who can compare to these giants!
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Rashi explains that by dividing his entourage into two camps, Yaakov
was guaranteed that in the event of a battle, there would be survivors. The
question arises: while Yaakov's action may have increased the chances of
survival, in what way did they constitute a guarantee? Wasn't it possible
that, Heaven forbid, both camps could have been annihilated?

According to the Medrash, the two camps were one day's journey apart
from each other. Yaakov, himself, stayed with the forward-most camp, in
the event that he would have to face Esav on the battlefield.

Explains the sefer Chanukas Hatorah, Yaakov was well aware that
he and Esav were destined to die on the same day, as had indeed been
prophesied by Rivkah when she said, 7NN 0V 03w D) Yown b - Why
should I lose you both on the same day? The words of a prophetess like
Rivkah have great import, and the decree was cast for her two sons to die
on the same day, as actually happened later on. Therefore, if Esav
succeeded in destroying the forward camp, thereby killing Yaakov, Esav
himself would also die that day, and the second camp, which was a day's
Jjourney distant, would be spared. This was Yaakov's guarantee.
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The Torah writes the word "mvop» - I am unworthy, with the letter
70" in small. Chazal explain this to mean that Yaakov's profound
humility is manifested in his utter self-effacement. Although he was
aware of his exalted status, he never allowed this to go to his head. So
too, our great Torah scholars, who know their capacity as authorities in
the Jewish world, do not see any reason why they should be singled out
for any undue honors.

Two of our most outstanding Torah luminaries, the great R' Akiva
Eiger ZT"L and R' Yaakov of Lisa ZT"L, were once passengers on a
coach. When they approached their destination, many of the community
citizens, who anticipated their imminent arrival, came out en masse to
form an honor guard of religious Jews to accompany these great men into
the city.

When R' Yaakov saw the huge crowds that had gathered outside to
escort the wagons, he thought to himself, "Obviously, this could only be




