
k ov 'rcs vzht ,uagk ohmuraf ohehsmv lrsa 'ubt ohtur it
ohaauj hf 'u,unh oryc sug u,uagk ehpxvk hsf 'shn u,ut ohaug

/cuy vagn u,ut ,t ,uagk ovhhjc ufzh tk tna shn, ov
',na rcj (t"g y ;s ohjxp) wndc t,hts 'k"zjn vhtr vzk ahu   
oharpnv sjtc ogp h,htru /ohraugn ova gushc ',urhp jhbvu
jhxn ubht htsu 'ofj shnk, tuva ubhhv 'rcj tuv ota 'vzc rcxv
htsu 'ragk inz uk vhva iuhfu 'v,hnv ouhn sjt gdrk ukhpt u,gs
/ohbeu,n ,urhpf 'okftk ohrh,n tkhnn 'urahg shnu ,unh tna caj

hrva ',uhjk ohba vcrv sug uk ur,ub 'omgc /cegh kmt ohtura uvzu   
uhkg rzdba hbpk sug vhv itfu '(zf 'zn) vba z"h ohrmn .rtc f"jt hj
hkgcn ohbez ,gs) vgrpk rnta ohrcsv kg ohba d"k ubnn ,hjpvk
vnku ',uhjk vba ohanj sug uk uhv ,gfa tmnb '(j 'z"n ,upxu,v
?"ubtrtu lkt" o,x rnuk lhrm vhv '",unt oryc" ohkhnc tyc,v rcf

    

vhv, ub,cajna 'wv ,sucgc lrs vzc ubsnkk cegh vmra tkt   
ouhk gdr kfc ifun rcf ,uhvku lrsk vshm ihfvk shn, vbu,b
d lrf) ausev rvuzc tcuna unfu 'ohehsmv ,sucg hvuz iftu /v,hnv

/k"zu (t"g jge ;s jre ,arp
vuneut tv 'tbcaujs hrtn uvhts ut 'tcy tscug vhc ,hts itn"
scgnk ab rc hgc 'ohtb tk sgu cfah tk sg tkhku thkhk kfcs
uvhhkg hgchu uvhhbn cu,hu 'tnuh tuvv kf scgs huscugn tbcauj
t,uns tbkht 't,ga thvvs ihdc t,ga thvvc 'tngy htn 'hnjr
thvvc hgcu 't,uns tngy ihngy tnkg hbc kfu 'tnkgc hrta
t,ga hvhts ihdc 'uvhhkg hsuhu 'huscugn tbcauj scgnk t,ga

/k"fg '"tbcaujs hrtn iuret ihktu 't,uns
'oapb iucaj ohaug vkhk kfc ohehsmva 'wev rvzv hrcsn ohtur   

/ovhnh kf ov oheuxg lfc hf '"tbcaujs hrtn" ov ohtreb lfku

         ,ca ,urb ,eksv4:21 - 
     9:05 - t"nqgna ,thre inz
       t"rdvqgna ,thre inz  9:41 -
     vkhp, inz ;ux qt"rdv 10:28 -
   4:40 - ,cav ouh ka vnjv ,ghea
 5:30 - chrgn qohcfufv ,tm e"amun

o, ubhcr ,yhak q ohcfufv ,tm - 5:52

   nvhj ,ukdgv ,hhtr h"g er ';xuh hrcs kf ,ghna rjt oda rtuc
ihcvk ahu 'ujur,?ujur ,t ,uhjvk hsf ,ukdgv ,hhtrk euez vhv gusn 

sug 'rntk uk ushdhu" cu,fa 'osuev euxpc ruthc osevc cahhk ah
"ovk ihntv tk hf uchk dphu 'ohrmn .rt kfc kaun tuv hfu 'hj ;xuh.  

ihcvk ahu   ,ihntv tk gusn  vkusdk vkgu ohrmnk kdkd,v ift ubca
lkn u,uhv ,urnka 'ihntv tka tkt 'vzc ihntv htsuca 'k"hu ?oa

hj ;xuh sugw - ohrmnc'',h,hntv ,uhjv thva 'wuesmc snugwa ubhhv '
,utd kkfk u,ut vthcv vnumgv u,kusda htsu hrva,utrucn ejr,bu 

 /ohtyjc kafb htsucu 'urmh ,t jmbk thnas t,ghhxv ubnn vek,xbu
hkdkd hf 'vubgv ,shn kg vzc znrk hsf 'uhctk ,ukdg jka ;xuh lfhpk   
sugc 'vkgnk uhafg tmnba kdkdv ekju 'inzv kf ohccu,xn vkdgv
tkt obht 'vzv okugv ,ujkmv kfa uz vcajncu 'vynk vhvh gdr
vhv wvu 'vutdv ,shnn kmhb 'sh,gc od ,ujycun ibhtu ,uhbnz ,ujkmv

/tyj kfn ukhmvk ung
'uk znrk ;xuh vmra ihcv ';xuh jkaa ,ukdgv vtr ceghafu    obnta

rfza 'kkf vz ,njn vtd,v tk n"n 'ohrmnc vkusdv ,dxpc tuv
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trdhtwc tuv uhafg obnta 'tnhhe ,c vbht ,hrnuj vkusda shn,
,utd,vk ah vnu 'wt,ehng trhcwk kuph ygn suga if,h n"n 'wtnr

 ifku /u,kusdc'ovhct cegh jur hj,u.' wg) ktunan oa(t"pr,  

hkdkdn sunkk aha rxn sug osevc 'rjt iputc euxpv ,t k"ptu   
wv ka ubuakfu 'vkdgvktunan oaohccuxv vkdgv hbput hf" :[k"bv] w

kudhgc,vynk vshrhv ,hkf,ca vza ohrun ,,ukgk khj,n tuv oan 
vkgnk,ostk znr tuvu ,vshrhv ,hkf,ca ucmnc whpta ,'ath,h kt 

uck kt i,h vcrst, vzu 'vhhkgv khj,, ,tzv vtrubv vshrhvna
"(wv wc vbuh ubhcrk vcua, hrga) wvrutv ,chx thv laujvwa ouan

   gnahafa gsh hrva 'vz ihbg ,t od uhctk znr ;xuha 'rnuk ah z"hpku
,tvae ,ukd vkhj,n uhafga ihch 'ohrmnk ,srk uhkga 'uhrcs 

ujur ,t onurk hsf ,ukdgv uk jka ifk 'uhkg vrn ujur tv,u 'sutn
ihcvu ,ukdgv ,t vtrafu 'vnumg vhhkgk vchx vhv, ,ukdva ihcha

 rxnv ,t-/([k"bv] ktunan oa wg)/wovhct cegh jur hj,uw 
 vbfv kfv hf 'kuphk ubk kt 'ubhnh ka ohaev ohbnzv ;t kg ifku

/r"hft vcuyk ubhkg tcv vkutdv rutk
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llllyyyynnnnpppp: As Yehudah stood before the ruler of Egypt, and
pleaded for mercy for his younger brother, he recalled how
they were commanded to bring their youngest brother
before him and when they did bring him, he was now going
  

       A SERIES IN HALACHAH
       LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Halachos Pertaining to the “Torah” Table (11)

Washing for Bread. Before deviating to discuss the

concept of the Chanukah “Torah Table” we had just about

finished the laws of chatzitza (obstructions on the hand) that

can invalidate the washing for bread. We’ll now finish off

with a few last details, including some simple yet

commonly asked questions.

Man’s Ring. If a man wears a ring on his finger, he is

required to remove his ring when he washes for bread,

unless he wears it in all situations including messy work or

taking a shower. This was explained earlier regarding

women and applies equally for men.
Detached Pieces of Nail. When one cuts his nails, he

should be careful to cut them clean off his fingertip. He

should remove all partially removed and hanging nails. If

one washed for bread without removing it, it depends on the

cut. If the majority of the nail is detached, the split is

considered a wide split that allows water to touch every

surface. If it is a lesser, and therefore, tighter split where

water might not get in properly, he should not rely on that

washing. He should remove the nail and wash again. 

   On Friday, when one cuts his nails (one should always try

to do so in honor of Shabbos (1)), he should not leave any

pieces of nail hanging which might be considered an
obstruction and can invalidate the washings on Shabbos. 

   On Shabbos when one cannot remove it (this halacha

to be imprisoned. Yehudah could have just as easily taken

any boy and claimed that this was their brother - how would

the ruler know? But he didn’t. And it was a good thing,

because there is nothing worse than getting caught in a lie!

 `"hily cltyxid jexa d"en z`n     
  qhiid cplailw ,l`xyi zad` ldwc ax 

should be taught to all those who habitually bite their nails),

if he has such an issue on both hands, he should wash

without a beracha and then eat the meal with his hands in

gloves or a bag. If it is only on one hand, he should wash

both hands separately without touching them together while

wet, say the regular beracha, and eat with the questionable

hand covered as above (2). 

A Cut in the Pink Nail Area. The above problem is only

applicable by the white (top) of the nail past the pink area

over the flesh. Sometimes one by mistake cuts a bit into the
pink area and because of the pain, he cannot continue cutting

in that spot. As a result, he resumes cutting above leaving a

small nick in the nail. This is not a problem (3). If there is an

unusual protrusion going up which can be removed without

pain, it should be removed (4).  

Using Water from the Bathroom for Washing. Water

taken out of a bathroom can be used to wash for bread. The

various other washings such as in the morning after sleep

(negel vasser), after haircut, after using bathroom etc., can

also be done with such water. Taking the water out of the

bathroom is highly preferable to washing inside a bathroom

(5). If that is not practical and one has no other option
available, he can even wash inside a  bathroom. He should:

Close the cover of the toilet bowl (when applicable).

Walk out of the bathroom, dry his hands and say the

beracha outside.

1)

2)
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R’ Chaim Shmuelevitz ZT”L would say: 

    “Binyomin had ten sons and he named each one after another aspect relating to his missing brother, Yosef. One of

the sons was named Chuppim, which comes from the word ‘Chupah’ - a wedding canopy. The Medrash notes that

this name refers to the fact that Binyomin hadn’t attended Yosef’s wedding, just as Yosef was not present at Binyomin’s

wedding. We see that being unable to participate in a brother’s simcha is a tragedy worthy of naming a son after!”

R’ Simcha Bunim of Pshischah ZT”L would say:

   “No Jew may consider himself better than his fellow Jew, no matter how ignorant or irreligious the latter might be.

For if a learned Jew is commanded to kill an ignorant Jew or himself be killed, he must accept death rather than kill

another, for who can say whose blood is redder and whose life is more valuable in Hashem’s eyes. Thus, if a man in this

crucial moment has no right to consider himself more superior, what right can he have even on less critical occasions?”

A Wise Man would say: 

   “Smooth seas do not make for a skillful sailor. It takes a steady hand to carry a full cup.”

l`xyi ileg x`y jeza i"p xzq` `cpid oa ail dcedi miige i"p `aieh za xzq`l dnily d`etx zekfl acpzp



                                                            ''''eeeebbbbeeee    eeeeiiiixxxx`̀̀̀eeeevvvv    llllrrrr    ddddkkkkaaaa    ooooiiiinnnniiiippppaaaaeeee    jjjjaaaaiiiieeee    eeeeiiiigggg`̀̀̀    ooooiiiinnnniiiippppaaaa    iiiixxxx`̀̀̀eeeevvvv    llllrrrr    llllttttiiiieeee((((cccciiii----ddddnnnn))))    
   Chazal teach us a very important lesson regarding the incident when Yosef and Binyomin cried on each other’s

shoulders: Each one felt the other’s pain - urhcj og kugc taub - sharing the burden and pain of the other. Yosef cried over

the destruction of the two asen h,c situated in the portion of Binyomin, while Binyomin cried for the loss of Mishkan

Shilo in Yosef’s portion. This was not just brotherly love; this is the way every Jew must feel towards his fellow Jew.

    Chessed can be done by many people on many different levels. Sometimes we help others because we feel sorry for
them, sometimes we feel sorry for ourselves - there are many ulterior motives. The middah of urhcj og kugc taub, however,

can only be achieved with complete sincerity. R’ Yeruchem Levovitz ZT”L says that it is not enough to see or hear

someone’s pain; to truly help another, we must feel and understand their pain! When someone understands another’s pain,

it automatically becomes relieved somewhat, just as when a person feels another’s joy, the happiness is automatically

heightened. One cannot singlehandedly solve other people’s problem, but by simply taking the time to listen, to recognize

the issues that the other faces, a kind word, an act of sincere kindness - one cannot imagine how much he has helped!

    This middah is called  kugc taubogurhcj  as opposed to curhcj  to signify that a Jew is not expected to carry the full

burden of others. Rather, we are supposed to share the burden, by relating to others as true friends - with concern, love and

sincerity. Its not enough to be just a urhcj - friend; we must be urhcj "og" - compassionate with our friends at all times! 

             

    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    eeeeppppzzzz`̀̀̀    eeeeppppppppiiii`̀̀̀    oooohhhhwwwwdddd    eeeeppppiiiigggg`̀̀̀eeee    yyyyiiii`̀̀̀dddd    iiiipppptttt    zzzzeeee`̀̀̀xxxxllll    llllkkkkeeeepppp    ̀̀̀̀ llll    iiiikkkk    eeeeppppccccxxxxiiiieeee    eeeeppppzzzz`̀̀̀    oooohhhhwwwwdddd    eeeeppppiiiigggg`̀̀̀    yyyyiiii    mmmm`̀̀̀((((eeeekkkk----ccccnnnn))))

''''eeeekkkkeeee    ddddppppyyyybbbb    eeeeiiiippppttttllll    zzzzxxxxeeeeddddllll    eeeeiiiippppttttllll    ggggllllyyyy    ddddcccceeeeddddiiii    zzzz`̀̀̀eeee            ((((ggggkkkk----eeeennnn))))llll""""kkkkrrrr    dddd`̀̀̀xxxxeeeedddd    ̀̀̀̀ vvvvzzzz    mmmmyyyynnnnyyyy    cccceeeennnnllllzzzz    zzzziiiiaaaa    eeeellll    oooowwwwzzzzllll    iiii""""yyyyxxxxtttt
   In a hostile and impure environment, a yeshivah serves to not only educate its students, but also to protect them and cultivate

their Torah sensibilities. How fortunate we are to have such an oasis, and how careful we must be with each and every student.

    A well respected man, a leader and overseer of a large and thriving Jewish community, once came to visit the holy
Chofetz Chaim, R’ Yisroel Meir Hakohen Kagan ZT”L. Expecting to be welcomed with honor and respect befitting

an important man such as himself, he was shocked when the tzaddik took one look at him, turned away and had him

unceremoniously escorted from his presence. Such a thing was rare, if not unheard of, especially for a community leader

who was widely recognized throughout Poland and its environs. Even more than being insulted, though, the man was

frightened at the reaction of the Gadol Hador to his presence. What had he done to bring on such a reaction? To incur the

wrath and ire of the great man? He racked his memory for any sort of incident but he came up empty. Trembling, he

decided that he could not leave Radin without finding out the source of the tzaddik’s displeasure with him.

    With a faltering step, he tepidly knocked on the Chofetz Chaim’s door and begged to be given one more chance to talk

with the tzaddik. He finally managed to persuade his way inside and once again came face to face with the tzaddik.

“Rebbi!” he cried, “What have I done? What was my sin, that you pushed me away and removed me from your home?”

    The Chofetz Chaim’s gaze turned steely. Then, he spoke in an icy tone: “You should just know - that it is all your

fault, all your responsibility! The fact that more than three million of our Jewish brethren are suffocating under the harsh
yoke of the Communists! All the affliction, all the oppression, all the pain and suffering - its all your fault!”

    All your fault! All your fault! The Chofetz Chaim’s words rang out with the force of an locomotive train! The fate of

millions of suffering Jews was on his shoulders! How can that be? What had he done?

    “But Rebbi,” he began, a stifled sob of protest erupted from his lips ---- but the Chofetz Chaim cut him off. 

    “Now? Now you cry? Of course, now you lead a large Kehillah, you oversee the workings of your community and

surely you wouldn’t want any harm to come to it. But what about then? What about all those years ago?”

    The man was unable to open his mouth. He truly had no idea what the tzaddik was talking about.

    “Surely you remember,” continued the Chofetz Chaim, “many years ago when you worked as the administrator of the

local Talmud Torah. There was a young boy in your yeshivah, a small child who had lost his father and lived with his

struggling mother. Under his unfortunate circumstances, it was no wonder that the boy tended to act out and make trouble.

He was wild, sharp-tongued and difficult to control. In the end, you lost patience with him and had him thrown out!”

    The man thought long and hard. Then he asked cautiously, “What was the boy’s name?”
    “Laibel,” said the tzaddik. “His name was Laibel. Since the yeshivah wouldn’t keep him, his mother had no choice but

to put him in a non-Jewish school. But the boy was smart, brilliant perhaps, he may have even become a Rosh Yeshivah

given the proper guidance. Instead, his sharp mind absorbed secular knowledge and he grew to become a leader among

the goyim. This young Jewish boy Laibel - Leon Trotzky - became one of the founders of Communism and the supreme

commander of the Red Army during the Bolshevik Revolution, an ideology he spawned after being spurned from your

Talmud Torah. How many countless neshamos have suffered due to this insidious ideology?”      

    “Now I ask you,” concluded the Chofetz Chaim, “who is to blame? At whose feet is the enormous weight of history’s

unforgiving irony placed - if not yours? Leave me! I can’t bear to even look at your face!” 
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                        xxxxaaaacccc    xxxxyyyy`̀̀̀    ssssqqqqeeeeiiii    iiiixxxxaaaacccc    llllkkkk    zzzz`̀̀̀    eeeeiiiillll`̀̀̀    eeeexxxxaaaacccciiiieeee
''''eeeebbbbeeee    mmmmddddiiiiaaaa`̀̀̀    aaaawwwwrrrriiii    ggggeeeexxxx    iiiiggggzzzzeeee    ''''eeeekkkkeeee    mmmmddddiiiillll`̀̀̀            ((((ffffkkkk----ddddnnnn))))    

    When the sons of Yaakov came to tell their father that

Yosef was alive and well in Egypt, his heart literally

“skipped a beat” - because he didn’t believe them. Once
they repeated ";xuh hrcs kf ,t" - “all the words of Yosef,”

now Yaakov’s spirit was revived and he was ready to trust

them and believe that indeed his long-lost son was alive.

    A number of difficulties arise from this sequence of

events. First of all, why didn’t he believe his sons? Did he

have any reason to doubt them, to think that they were

lying to him? Second, what was it about Yosef’s words

that now convinced him? And if, like Rashi explains,

Yaakov saw the wagons that Yosef sent and understood

the hidden symbolism of the vpurg vkdg, then it was this

sign that revived him, not “all the words of Yosef” like the

posuk says, that actually convinced him!
    R’ Chaim Hager ZT”L (Tal Chaim) notes that there is

a discernible difference in the word "kaun" that the brothers

used to describe Yosef, and the word "iust" that Yosef

himself used. A "kaun" is a despot, a harsh and totalitarian

ruler who employs fear and scare tactics to keep his

subjects in line. An "iust", on the other hand, is a person

who is accepted by others to be the master, a benevolent

leader and manhig for his people.

    When Yaakov’s sons told him that their brother Yosef

was not only alive but that he was the "kaun" in Egypt,

Yaakov could hardly believe his ears. Where had Yosef

learned to be cruel and meanspirited to others? His son
who had learned Torah at his father’s feet should become

a despot? Yaakov’s heart could not take such pain. But

when the brothers told over Yosef’s own words, “Hashem

has made me a ruler (iust) in Egypt,” Yaakov was relieved

- this was his son who was destined for greatness!                    

         EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS

     ON THE WEEKLY MIDDAH OF ...

    eeeekkkkxxxxiiii    iiii`̀̀̀vvvviiii    ddddnnnniiiixxxxvvvvnnnn    aaaawwwwrrrriiiillll    dddd`̀̀̀aaaadddd    yyyyttttppppdddd    llllkkkk                                                
    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    yyyyyyyyeeee    mmmmiiiiyyyyyyyy    yyyyttttpppp    llllkkkk    aaaawwwwrrrriiii    iiiippppaaaa    iiiiyyyypppp    ccccaaaallllnnnn((((eeeekkkk----eeeennnn))))    

    One year, on Simchas Torah, in the midst of the festive

dancing in the Ohel Torah Yeshivah in Baranovitch, the

noted askan, R’ Eliyahu Shmuel Zakheim Z”L - who had
earlier used his connections within the Polish government

to secure citizenship papers for R’ Elchanan Wasserman

ZT”L HY”D, before the Rosh Yeshivah was to be expelled

as an illegal Russian foreign national - jumped up onto a

bench and gestured for silence. “Rabbosai,” he said loudly,

in high spirits, “you think that a ‘Baal Habayis’ like me

does not know how to learn? That I can’t say over a

‘Shtick’l Torah’? Well, let me tell you a vort that even the

holy Chofetz Chaim enjoyed when I told it over to him.

    “In the tefillah w,uapb trucw after one eats a bit, there

appears to be a contradiction. First, we say, ,ucr ,uapb trucw
wiburxju - “(Hashem) creates many souls and their short-

comings.” At the end, though, we say, kf apb ovc ,uhjvkw
whj - “To give life to every single soul.” Why do we switch

from the plural w,uapbw to the singular wapbw?” 

   R’ Eliyahu Shmuel looked around expectantly. Then, he

continued, “Rashi in Parshas Vayigash tells us that Esav’s

entire family consisted of 16 people, yet when the Torah

mentions them, they are referred to as wu,hc ,uapbw in the

plural sense, since they served many gods. Yaakov, on the

other hand, went down to Egypt with his clan of seventy

souls, yet they are termed wapbw - singular, since they all

served Hashem, the One and True G-d.”

   “So this is the pshat,” he said smiling. “Hashem was trucw
wiburxju ,ucr ,uapb - He created many nations who worship

many gods - but they are full of deficiencies. So, why were

they created at all? wapb ovc ,uhjvkw - Because the whole

world was only created to benefit Klal Yisroel - wapbw - and

everything that the nations accomplish is only for Yisroel!”             

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF       

R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO    

llllyyyynnnn: A murderer was on the loose in the city of Kolin! A

bloody knife was found at the scene of a crime and after

close inspection, it was determined that the knife came

from the home of the Rov, R’ Shmuel Halevi Kolin

ZT”L, author of the Machatzis Hashekel. Apparently
some sinister person was trying to frame the Rov!

    A number of community members came running to the

Rov’s house. “Rabbi,” they cried, “the police are coming!

They want to arrest you for a murder because they found

your knife at the scene. All you have to do is say that you

never owned such a knife and then they will have no way

to prove that it came from your house!”

    But when the police came and asked him if the knife

belonged to him, R’ Shmuel quickly answered that in fact

the knife was his but it was obviously stolen from his house
in order to make him look guilty. The authorities mounted

a serious and thorough investigation; in time, the truth

came out and R’ Shmuel was no longer under suspicion.

    “I refuse to lie,” said the Rov, “because when one is in

mortal danger, getting caught in a lie just makes it worse!”
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