
 ,ubhgru vbuntc ,uezj,vu ,sucgc ,tn ,"havhcr m"vdv
 ivfv kthknd.hcubhcre"vhg ohkaurh ohnav rga h"r t"yhka 

 wufu ,pun ofk ub, rntk vgrp ofhkt rcsh hf(y-z)
w,h trucv kt ostv ,t crek ,ufnvu ohruxhv ,hkf, -

     kihntvk ohmur obhta ovhbhnk ohxruehptv kfu ohhudv kf ka ofrs tuv l
ovk ujhfuha ohaecn ov rcs kf kg 'ovhbhg sdbk ,pun ut ,ut vzht ,utr hkcn
ohxruehptv rta kf uvunfu garv vgrp u,ut lt /ohbua ohrurhcu ,uhtr hsh kg
,t ,punu ,utc ovhbhg sdbk jfun ,uhvk 'ochk ,ktan tkn,b ot od 'ohgarvu
garv vgrp /ohhrnc ohsnug ov ihhsg if hp kg ;t 'okugc ,"hav ka usujhu u,hhuv
hvhu vynv ,t ufhkavc uhbpk ivfv irvt vag rat ,punvu ,utv in od kgp,b tk
vhv rcs ka upuxu 'if ovhyvkc vnv od uagha ohrmn hnuyrjk tre ot hf 'ihb,k

/r,uh uchk ,t shcfvk ;hxuv suga ,tz od ;t tkt 'ogv ,t jkha tk hf er tka
rag hsh kg vhv vz 'garv vgrp ka aehgv ucck kg kugpk jhkmv ifa vn ift     
tk ihhsga p"gt ,ufnv ukhj,v ztn hf 'ohrmn kgu vgrp kg v"cev thcva ,ufnv
ucck ,t zhzvk ukhj,v rcf n"n lt 'uchk ,t shcfvk zt od ;hxuvu ojkak vct
sdb sungk u,kufhc ihta ,usuvk .ktb rcs ka upuxca sg 'gar u,ut ka aehgv
,khj,c rat garv vgrp u,ut /hapjk ogv ,t jkha unmgc tuvu ',"hav ,dvbv
ahdrvk khj,va ,gv tucc lt 'oav ,t h,gsh tk uchk ,uvcdc egmu sng ufrs
/vrhck dhvbn ah hfu okugc oheukt aha rhfvu gsh rcf zt ut 'urac kg ,ufnv ,t

 /vxdv ujur ,t ughbfva ovu 'uprg ,uhae ,t urcaa ov uktv ,ufnv
ksudk hf 'vkusd ,ugy ubhgy vgrp hcdk er ohrunt ohrcsv hf ubcaj ot lt     
ot !rcsb vnu rntb vn 'o,dvbvc ub,ab tk ov od ubng hbcn ohcr vprjvu vaucv
lhrm vn 'ubhbp vxf, vauc hrv 'ubng hbcn ohcr ka ovh,ufhkv rjt ,me ibuc,b
kfv ot hf 'vrenu gcy ubht okugc vagbv kfa cuajk ostv khj,ha hsf ,urek
zhrfnu egumv vgrp ,phke ihgn ufu,c ah t"tf /tkpb eusesc w,h u,jdav hsh kg
ukhjc ihntvk vyub ratf k"jr vrhpf hadrv og ccu,xn 'oav ,t h,gsh tk
gcau ostv kft ot 'uh,ujufu uhruahfc ,tz vku, tuv hrv vxbrp uk ah ot 'ujufcu
kfc vtkv ifu 'u,ut ghcav rat thv uz u,khft hf unmgk tuv cauj shn hrv iasu
'ohagnv kf ,t vauga .rtc oheukt ah hf gdrk ukhpt rfzb ubht xungv unuh rsx
ostv ka ugcynu ufrsn hf /,hatrc hagn shn, ouh kfc ucuyc asjnv tuv hf
ihta ohbnz ohghdnaf u"j veumu vrm vzht adr,vc lt ',tz kfn u,gs ,t jhxvk
rat tuv 'vrhck dhvbn ah omgc hf cuajk ostv rfzb zt ut 'lf kf ,ejan vgav
ohabugvu ,ufnv hsh kg era 'ubhrfgc ,snugv thv uzkv vgrp ,phke hf ubrnt
tkt 'lfk ih,nn ubht iucbvu khfanv ahtv lt /tuv lurc u,hhuv u,uthmnc ohrfzb
u,bunt vhv,a 'okugc una lrc,h u,usjtu usujhc ibuc,vk 'vfnk vtupr ohsen
uchk ,uhvk kfuh ztu 'u,cre ,t aecku 'ws ,t ,gsk ohnhv kf uchkc vgue, lrc,h
lt hf 'ohnhv kf uvupsrh sxju cuy ltu 'u"j gr oua uk grth tka juycu lunx

/,ufnv hsgkcn od ,"hav ,t rhfvk khfav rcfa rjtn ukmt ,ufnv ov r,unk

gucav ,uharp h"pg ursxb ,urrug,v hrcsu ohhj hjek
ana ,hc e"ec ohrahn shdn t"yhka krgp ouka crv ,tn

ohrmnn h"bc ,t thmuvk ohrmn lkn vgrp kt ohrcsnv ov
 irvtu van tuv(zf-u)irvtu van ka i,ub,uubg ihbgc - 

       k" 'h"ar c,ttttuuuuvvvv - irvtu van oooovvvv 'o,esmcu o,ujhkac ssssgggguuuu    vvvvkkkkhhhhjjjj,,,,nnnn
;;;;uuuuxxxx" -( /t"h vkhdn) trndv hrcs hp kg ov ohausev uhrcsu '"ttttuuuuvvvv'vanu irvt 

iiiivvvv iesmc iiiippppuuuuxxxx    ssssgggguuuu    iiii,,,,kkkkhhhhjjjj,,,,nnnnrpxc c,f 'wipux sgu i,khj,nw ,buuf ruthccu /"
wwwwweeeejjjjmmmmhhhh    rrrrttttcccc    rrrrppppxxxx    ooooaaaacccc    ''''vvvvrrrruuuu,,,,    kkkkaaaa    vvvvffffkkkknnnno,uchaj ,kuz 'itf rfz tka hpk" '

ung ,t osh kg thmuvk tuv lurc ouenv ka ohkusdv ohjukav o,uhv smn
w vz euxpc itf o,j ifk 'ohrmnn ktrahttttuuuuvvvvohgushu ohcuebv 'wirvtu van 

'ubtm ,t vjbnv vgurf 'rcsnc wv og ujbv rat 'vzv vru,v rpx kfc oac
kg shruv wvu '(t"f z"g ohkhv,) wirvtu van shc 'lng itmf ,hjbw rntba unfu
rpxv kg ohcu,fv ,utkpbvu ohxhbv ,t osh kg vagu 'uhkavu inv ,t osh
kg 'ihhbgc vynk lanb 'itf rfzbv wirvtu van tuvw rntn f"tu 'vzv rahv

 ovw h"ar c,fa vzu 'vru,c ovn rpuxna ovh,urue r,hoooo,,,,uuuujjjjhhhhkkkkaaaacccco,esmu 
;;;;uuuuxxxx    ssssgggguuuu    vvvvkkkkhhhhjjjj,,,,nnnn/"w

'w;ux sgu vkhj,n wufu o,ujhkac ovw ohkhnc h"ar ,buufa 'vz hpk rtucnu     
sg ohrmnn i,tmuv ,khj,n 'ktrah hbc hgur ru,c o,ujhka kkf kt thv

/rcsnc vba ohgcrt i,uva ;ux
 ivw-k"bv trndv hrcs ,t h"ar rhfzv vbvu      iiiieeeessssmmmmcccc'wipux sgu i,khj,n 

 ovwa 'rhfzva vn og sjhcoooo,,,,uuuujjjjhhhhkkkkaaaacccc'rnuk i,hba ;tu 'w;ux sgu vkhj,n 
kct 'w,uesmu ',ujhkaw-w;ux sgu vkhj,n ovwa ohsrpb ohrcs hba itf aha
'w;ux sgu vkhj,n o,ujhkac ovwa vn ihc ,ufhha ah ifta 'rnuk i,hb od

/wipux sg i,khj,n iesmc ivwa vnk
 c,fa vn p"g ,tzu     iiiivvvvffffvvvv    hhhhffffssssrrrrnnnn    oooouuuukkkkaaaa    ccccrrrrvvvvnnnn))))    wwwwhhhhffffssssrrrrnnnn    ,,,,kkkkffff,,,,wwww    rrrrppppxxxxcccc

iiiiuuuurrrrssssccccaaaaohcu,fv ,t rtck '(t"h ,ut 'trtu ,arp 'itzgrc ka vcr '
kt ohrcsnv ov 'wudu ovk wv rnt rat vanu irvt tuv" 'k"bv ubh,arpc
odu 'wv ,tucb ovk vkd,ba odva 'rnuk vmr-irvtu van tuv 'wudu vgrp
wy vcr ,una) arsnc t,htsfu 'uhkg osjp kpbu ohrmn lkn vgrp kt urchs
tmuh van vhvafu 'wufu ihb,k vnsb vgrpa hpk 'ihb, ka xb uk rnt vnk" '(ws
'uprua hbtu uckum hbt udruv hbt 'orng ic hkmt tuch ot 'rnut vhv 'ubnn
uehzvk v,kufhc ihta '.g ka) '"vynf vgrp vagb shn 'xbfb van vhvafu
ubjbuw urntu 'iutdu vuutd oua uahdrv tk ov n"n '(uhkg usjp kpba iuhf 'kkf

w n"n 'wudu vgrp kt ohrcsnv ovwa odva 'thv cu,fv ,buuf f"tu 'wvnttttuuuuvvvv
w-wirvtu vaniiiivvvv ccccu iesm;;;;uuuuxxxx    ssssgggguuuu    vvvvkkkkhhhhjjjj,,,,nnnn    iiii,,,,uuuubbbb,,,,uuuuuuuubbbbgggg/"w

;ts 'wufu iesmc ivwu wufu o,ujhkac ovw ihc ,ufhhav ,t rtck ah z"pku      
iesmc ivw n"n ',utd,vk vnc vc aha ',nnurnv wufu o,ujhkac ovwa

/wipux sgu i,khj,n i,ub,uubgu

     ,ca ,urb ,eksv 4:30 - 
9:07 -  t"nqgna ,thre inz   
9:43 - t"rdvqgna ,thre inz  
10:30 - t"rdvqvkhp, inz ;ux 
4:49-,cav ouhk vnjv ,ghea  
5:39 - chrgnq f"vtm e"amun   

      6:01 - o, ubhcrk q f"vtm 

Rabbeinu Avraham ben HaRambam ZT”L writes:

     “The magicians had attempted to duplicate each of Moshe's miracles, with some success. This allowed them to boast

that their power was comparable to Moshe’s, although perhaps he was a better magician and more knowledgeable.

However, they claimed that the difference was strictly quantitative. They and Moshe used similar means. The plague

of boils, however, completely undermined their claim. Moshe overpowered the magicians. The boils debilitated

them. They were humiliated. They could no longer compare their power to Moshe’s. Moshe had demonstrated that

he was not working through the same means as the Egyptians. He was acting as the agent of a greater power.”

,ut oukau ohhj hfrs rpx (2) th:t j"ut (1)
vcua, ,urrug,v ,"ua (4) s"be erp (3) wta

,ume (6) t:ge vrurc vban ihhg (5) jp:t
 wth ;s vyub ,gs (7) t:dn ijkuav
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kanb: When something is right, you stick with it. When

something is wrong, you stay away from it. Although Pharaoh

finally relented and was allowing Bnei Yisroel to serve their

G-d, Moshe refused the offer since the venue was wrong. How 

   A SERIES IN HALACHA
 LIVING A "TORAH" DAY
Forgotten and Little Known Halachos and Customs (14)

Saying ,ukgnv rhau kcc ,urvb kg. There is a halacha mentioned

in the Mishna Berura (1) that many people fulfill partially, but

not fully. He quotes the Shelah Hakadosh that when a person

eats a bread meal on a weekday, he should recite chapter 137 in

Tehillim - "kcc ,urvb kg" - before bentching. This chapter is the

one in which Dovid Hamelech, in his prophetic manner, talks

about the future golus, when the Jewish people who were taken

into exile in Bavel, mourn the loss of the Bais Hamikdash. In

order to fulfill the words of our sages to remember Yerushalayim

at our joyous affairs ("h,jna atr kg"), we say this at a meal,

which is a somewhat joyous occasion. On happy days, or “half-

days” (y"uhu ,ca crg) when Tachanun is not said, we also

remember Yerushalayim, but in a more comforting manner by

saying a different chapter (126) "iuhm ,cha ,t wv cuac ,ukgnv rha".
Similarly, on the afternoon of Erev Shabbos and Erev Yom Tov,

we also recite this chapter. For some unknown reason, many

people are careful to say ",ukgnv rha" on Shabbos and Yom Tov,

but not to say "kcc ,urvb kg" on weekdays. The minhag of the

Munkatcher Rebbe ZT”L and some others was to always recite

",ukgnv rha" even on weekdays and never say "kcc ,urvb kg" (2).

At Joyous Meals. At a joyous occasion during a regular

weekday, i.e. wedding, sheva berachos, bris milah, pidyon

could his nation sacrifice animals within the boundaries of

Egypt, when the native population would be disgusted by it?

Moshe was careful to consider the feelings of others - even

those very same people who tortured and enslaved them!

  `"hily cltyxid jexa d"en z`n 
qhiid cplailw jexa miig zxhr llek y`x 

haben, siyum, etc., the early Posek Yosef Ometz (3) rules that one

should say "kcc ,urvb kg". However, the prevalent custom today

is not to say this chapter, but rather the chapter of ",ukgnv rha" by

all of the above-mentioned joyous meals (4). Also, during the entire

month of Nisan, and in the days of Tishrei when halachically we

do not say Tachanun, the custom is to say ",ukgnv rha".
During the Meal. As mentioned, these chapters are to be recited

at the end of the meal before washing ohburjt ohn (after water). In

fact, saying ",ukgnv rha" or "kcc ,urvb kg" can also serve to fulfill

one’s obligation to say words of Torah during a meal (5). If one

washed already and forgot to say these chapters, he should still

say them and then go back and wash again, so as not to make a

verbal break (expv) between the ohburjt ohn and bentching (6).

Tisha B’av. If one is required to eat on Tisha B’av due to illness

or upon a doctor’s order, R’ Chaim Kanievski Shlit’a rules that

he says neither of these two chapters. However, R’ Chaim adds,

by the Seudah Hamafsekes (meal of interruption) on Erev Tisha

B’av, one should say "kcc ,urvb kg" even though it is during a

time that Tachanun is not said (7).

A Non-Bread Meal. Nowadays, many people, for various reasons

(good or bad) go many days without eating a bread meal. It

would seem to this writer, that one should say the above chapters

by any “real” meal, even if he did not wash and say Hamotzi. 

The Dubno Maggid, R’ Yaakov Krantz ZT”L (Ohel Yaakov) would say:

     “The first and foremost obligation of a Jew is to serve Hashem in every way possible. Thus, we find that

Hakadosh Boruch Hu told Moshe, ‘When you take the people out of Egypt, you will serve Hashem.’ After that, the

Torah provides the details that are necessary to go about serving Hashem properly. It cannot be the other way

around, for when a person performs the mitzvos but lacks the proper intentions, he is compared to a contractor who

prepares all the necessary materials for construction - but fails to construct the house at all!” 

A Wise Man would ask:

    “Some people make headlines while others make history. Which one are you?”                       



 //// cegh ktu ejmh kt ovrct kt trtu(d-u)
    Here’s a question: If Hashem is invisible, how did He “appear” to Avraham? Was Avraham actually able to see Hashem?
Well, explains the Chasam Sofer ZT”L, the word "o,htru" - “and you will see,” appears in the Torah three times. The first
time is in Parshas Shemos, where it states: "ohbctv kg i,htru" - “and you will see on the birthing stone.” The second is in Parshas

Shlach where it says: ".rtv ,t o,htru" - “and you will see the land.” The third place is in the parsha of Tzitzis (Shlach)

where the Torah writes: "wv ,umn kf ,t o,rfzu u,t o,htru" - “And you will see it and remember all the mitzvos of Hashem.” 
     The Chasam Sofer says that all three can be connected in the true purpose of “seeing.” Everyone is meant to open up their
eyes and look to find meaning in everything in life; to avoid sin and strive to come closer to Hashem. This can be derived from

the mishna in Avos (3:1): “LOOK at three things and you will not come to sin: Where did you come from? From a putrid

drop” - this refers to “seeing” the birthing stone. “Where are you heading to? To a place of dust and worms” - this connects to
the posuk of “seeing” the land. “And before Whom will you give an accounting for all your deeds? Before the King of all Kings

Hakadosh Boruch Hu” - This is clearly a reference to the posuk that tells us to “see” and remember all of Hashem’s mitzvos.
      The Almighty appears to us, each and every one of us, all the time; we just have to choose to “see” Him. Seeing is not
always what is apparent but rather it is the meaning behind what one is looking at that is truly meant to be seen. Let us open our

eyes and make the effort to look at what is hidden, thereby seeing and and truly internalizing every "o,htru" in our lives.
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 wudu ihb,k hvh vgrp hbpk lkavu lyn ,t je irvt kt ,rntu ,pun ofk ub, rntk vgrp ofhkt rcsh hf(y-z)
   In the context of the bitter 18th century battle between Chassidim and Misnagdim, it is important to note that the
all-encompassing belief in the power to do “wonders” (oh,pun) of the Tzaddik - otherwise known as the “Rebbe” - became
one of the Chassidic movement’s strongest and most controversial ideas. The Mezeritcher Maggid, R’ Dov Ber ZT”L,
who took over the reigns of the relatively small faction after the Baal Shem Tov’s death, taught that Hashem reveals

Himself through a Tzaddik’s most trivial actions and the ideal Tzaddik has a closer relationship to Hashem than the
average Jew, thus allowing him the ability to bestow blessings and miracles on people. The Misnagdim, Chassidism’s
main antagonists, charged that the Tzaddikim often enriched themselves at the expense of their followers. The Vilna Gaon

ZT”L and the Beis Din of Vilna went so far as to place at least one severe cherem upon the Chassidim, officially
excommunicating them, which they in turn copied and did likewise to the Misnagdim. The bitterness and animosity
between the two camps ran deep, and basically whoever joined one wing, did not attend or pray in the same synagogues as
the other wing, nor have the same Torah teachers, and they would not marry into each other’s families.
    During this time, in the renowned Yeshivah of Volozhin, some of the boys used to sneak out and go to the tischen

(Chasidic gatherings) held by the Admor, R’ Mordechai of Lechovitz ZT”L, a widely revered chasidic leader and
renowned miracle worker. He had a great influence on the Chassidim who believed in his wonders, and this attracted
others to visit him and learn what he was all about. For this reason, the group of Volozhiner students were curious and
wished to meet the Admor and witness his “wonders.” The Rosh Yeshivah, R’ Chaim Volozhiner ZT”L, however, was

not pleased with this development and as the foremost disciple of the Vilna Gaon, he was dead-set in his opposition to
Rebbes and their Chassidim. When he learned that boys from his own yeshivah would travel the approximately 100
kilometers to Lechovitz to visit with the Rebbe, he strictly forbade his students to leave the yeshivah for this purpose.
     As it happened, one time R’ Chaim had to be away from the yeshivah for a Shabbos. The students, disregarding their
Rosh Yeshivah’s missive, seized the opportunity to leave as well and go to Lechovitz, to the Admor, R’ Mordechai.
Hashem ordained it that on their way home, who should alight in their very coach but R’ Chaim himself, also homebound.
They quavered at the sight, but he merely smiled at them and asked them genially what they had seen in Lechovitz.
     They eagerly began to describe the deep impressions of their visit and cited several examples of amazing powers and
Ruach Hakodesh (Divine Spirit) they had witnessed on the part of the Rebbe. The Rosh Yeshivah listened and then said, “And
for that you had to leave the yeshivah and travel all that distance? I can also show you similar examples of prophetic insight.”
     Their eyes opened wide in amazement and they were “all ears” as R’ Chaim began to to relate a vivid and detailed
description of events back home in Volozhin. Closing his eyes tightly, his brow furrowed in concentration, he said, “At
this very moment, I can tell you exactly what is going on in my house. My Rebbetzin is right now spanking one of our
children for having sat in my seat and transgressing the commandment to honor one’s father.”
     The students took note of the exact time this was said, intending to verify it. Upon reaching Volozhin, they quickly
went to the home of the Rosh Yeshivah and learned, to their astonishment, that what they had heard was perfectly true. R’
Chaim had known exactly what was going on and had not omitted or changed a single detail. They were quick to spread
the word that their Rosh Yeshivah was also a miracle worker who possessed great abilities and Ruach Hakodesh.

     When they returned to the yeshivah, R’ Chaim called in the students for a serious talk. He wished to explain to them
that he was no “miracle worker” but rather that such supernatural vision stemmed from the prodigious power inherent in
Torah study. When a person learns Torah purely for its own sake, he gains a great many things, including the power to
dominate nature and rise above it. “Focus on your Torah learning,” he admonished, “and you won’t need to go to see
‘miracle-workers’ again!”

          ohbhb,k uhvhu uvyn aht ufhkahu
o,uyn ,t irvt vyn gkchuwudu          (ch-z)

     Moshe instructs Aharon to cast his staff in front of Pharaoh.

It miraculously transforms into a serpent. Pharaoh summons
his magicians and instructs them to duplicate the miracle. The
sorcerers do so to Pharaoh’s satisfaction. However, Moshe
and Aharon prove that their miracle is superior. Aharon’s
serpent swallows the serpent produced by the Egyptians. 
    How were the Egyptians able to duplicate the miracle? R’

Meir Leibish Malbim ZT”L explains that the sorcerers
were masters of illusion. They used their skill to create an
illusion of a serpent. When Hashem instructed Moshe to

transform his staff for Bnei Yisroel, in that incident, the staff
had been converted into a snake (ajb). The transformation
performed in Pharaoh’s presence, however, was much more
impressive. The staff became a serpent (ihb,). A snake has
dimensions similar to the staff. A serpent is a large creature.
    The magicians used the serpent’s size to their advantage.
Their illusion required the coordinated efforts of two men.
One threw forth his staff. A second was hiding nearby
disguised as a serpent. As the staff flew through the air, the
second magician jumped out from his hiding place and caught
the staff in mid-air, hid it within his disguise and landed on
the ground. They were experts in this type of deception.
They carefully arranged the lighting and other factors and
made it appear as if the magician’s staff had been transformed.
     In 1481 a Jewish traveler, Meshulam ben Rav Menachem,
traveled through much of the Middle East. He kept a diary of
his travels. As Meshulam traveled along the Nile, he encoun-
tered very large serpents. Many were larger than humans. He
describes these serpents in detail. He also indicates the name
given to these serpents in various languages. In English, they
are called crocodiles. According to this, the magician’s
serpent costume might well have been the complete skin of a
crocodile. Unfortunately for the Egyptians, a man in a
crocodile suit is no match for the real thing - Aharon’s staff!

        EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
   ON THE WEEKLY MIDDAH OF ...
      

,ukevu srcvu rynv ksj hf vgrp trhu      
 wudu uhscgu tuv uck scfhu tuyjk ;xhu    (vk-y)

       The concept of free will is very deep and profound.
Without it there would exist only the power of the Creator
and, as a result, the entire universe would be impotent and
passive. By giving man free will, Hashem endowed him

with power so that two forces would exist in the universe.
As a result of this endowment, it became possible to have a
covenant between the Creator and creation. It became
possible to have commandments and a relationship with
Hashem, both of which are meaningless without man’s free
will. We have free will only because Hashem grants us this
magnificent gift. On the other hand, explains R’ Yaakov
Weinberg ZT”L (Ner Yisroel), in examining the story of
Pharaoh in Egypt, we can understand that just as Hashem

grants man this free will, He can also deny it when man no
longer deserves it. Because of the evil that Pharaoh had
perpetrated, Hashem “hardened his heart,” taking away his

free will in order to use him as a pawn in history.
     The greatest paradox of existence is therefore the
independence which the Almighty gives to a totally
dependent creature. This gift is the immeasurable kindness
the Sages speak of when they describe how the Almighty
gives man the strength and intelligence to rebel against
Him. A comparable situation would be a government that
supplies rebels with the guns, ammunition, clothing, and
food with which to carry on a revolution.
     The gift of free will is such an act of loving-kindness,
because without the potential to rebel, man could never
come close to his Creator. A covenant or treaty necessitates
the participation of both parties. It can never be unilateral.
The uniqueness of the Jewish nation, the relationship that is
based upon a covenant between Hashem and His people,
would not be possible without free will. That relationship,
which was the purpose of Creation, and that pleasure - the
greatest of all pleasures - would be denied man.

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF   
R' GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO  

kan: Close to sixty years ago, a petition was circulated

that seeked to end the current format of the Daf HaYomi.

Certain people felt that learning both sides of the daf in one

day was unrealistic and too difficult for the masses to

maintain. They felt the whole idea would soon fail if it

wasn’t adjusted. Someone came to the Lakewood Rosh

Yeshivah, R’ Aharon Kotler ZT”L to ask if he would sign

the petition that he believes there should be just one side to

the Daf HaYomi, instead of a front and back page. 

    R’ Aharon said to the man, “You should know that I was

in attendance by the first Agudah gathering in Vienna, when

the Lubliner Rav, R’ Meir Shapiro ZT”L, announced the

idea of Daf Hayomi. At the time, I was sitting next to the holy

Chofetz Chaim ZT”L and I will never forget how he kept

whispering to himself, ‘Yisroel Meir, how come you

couldn’t think of this?’ He was so taken by the idea.” 

    R’ Aharon concluded, “After hearing those words from the

Chofetz Chaim, you want me to go now and cut it down to

only one side of a page? If this was correct in the eyes of the

Chofetz Chaim, do you think its correct for me to change it?”


