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Swn): The Imrei Emes of Ger says that the root cause of
the sin of the "oMNNN" (complainers) was that they became
depressed (n7nw NM) due to the monotony of the desert, and
this caused them to desire things they didn’t have like fish,
cucumbers, watermelons and other delectable items. ThlS

scourge of depression is what drags a Jew down from his
proper service of Hashem. Every person has dips and valleys
in his life but he must strengthen himself to serve Hashem
with joy and simcha. A Jew must always see the good in
every situation and this will lead him away from depression.
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Torah Study vs. Mitzvah Obligations (cont.): Answering
Amen During I earning. [ ast week we mentioned the ruling of
contemporary Poskim that one who is learning 7Torah in a place
of Tefillah does not have to interrupt his learning to answer
Amen. One reason is because Chazal didn’t obligate a person in
a situation where he cannot have the proper Kavanna and timing
to say Amen properly. Also, they didn’t obligate one who is
engaged in learning to specifically listen in order to obligate
himself to say Amen. The Shevet Halevi adds another reason (1)
derived from the Gemara () that for the sake of minimizing bitul
Torah, Chazal made this mitzvah different from other mitzvos
and permitted one to continue learning. Accordingly, one would
not have to answer "N 7w N yaX in this situation.

Kedusha, Barchu and Modim. Even though we are lenient
regarding Amen, this is not the case regarding answering Kedusha,
Barchu and Modim. The reason is because one can tell from a
person’s actions (standing, bowing, raising his body) whether he is
participating with the 7zibbur or not. If he doesn’t stop and
participate, it will look as if he is disagreeing or belittling the
praises of the Tzibbur. To avoid this, he must stop his learning.
This ruling is stated in Igros Moshe 3) and Halichos Shlomo @).
Interrupting a Shiur. The above is applicable to an individual
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who is learning. However, "019 v nmn ™aon” - the Torah
learning of many people is a different category, as we see in the
Mechaber () and Shulchan Aruch Harav ). One example of
this is when someone is saying a shiur and all are learning
together. In this case, they do not have to interrupt, and should
not interrupt, even for Kedusha, Barchu and Modim. This can be
found in an earlier source, Shu’t Mayim Rabim 2, as well as in
the later Poskim mentioned in the previous paragraph. It also
doesn’t appear as if the shiur is against or belittling the praises of
the Tzibbur, because they are a Tzibbur of their own and don’t
have to be part of the other 7zibbur that is davening ().
Learning of Many. If they are not learning together in a shiur,
but many individuals are learming separately in a place of Tefillah,
it is not clear if that is the same as a shiur. However, from the
Gemara in Berachos @) it seems that this is also enough of a
reason to not stop, and such a psak is quoted in later Poskim ©).
In a Different Room. If people are learning in one room, they
are not obligated to answer to fefillos that are being said in a
different room (Sefer Shu’t Pischei Zuta 5). Therefore, one
should not stop his learning, even an individual, to answer.
Similarly, if one is davening in a side room and hears what is
being said a nearby room, he does not have to answer. If
answering will affect his kavanna, he should not answer.
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R’ Menachem Mendel Morgenstern zt”’l (Kotzker Rebbe) would say:

09:) NN (3) .9 M2 (2) M0 M"Y LAY (1)
YT N

M) 29 109 NN (5) 10 199N 91 (4)
NI MAWN (7) 1:87 (6) N:NIP NOYN
N:3 19912 DN DYV (9) OV (8) NYa

“IINN OYN WO MNNN TMMIAPN' - Many chassidim think they can do all sorts of sin and misdeed, and then come to me
and I will wipe their slate clean. No! First clean out your own waste receptacles and then come to see me! We see this
from the posuk: 'mMxnNN MM2pN’ - First go ahead and bury (12p) all your actions borne from desire (mxn) and once you’ve
done that then, '™ 8N DYN WY - you can travel to my courtyard (1¥n) and I will teach you to grow to greater heights!”

R’ Meir Yechiel M’Ostrovtza z¢t”’l (quoted in Yagdil Torah) would say:

* 0 Do) A0

N9 NI N9 NI D INRD N ONR Nwn Py - When a person is sick, why do we daven on his or her
behalf by mentioning his/her name and the name of his/her mother? After all, even the Gemara
(.79 m1721) seems to learn out that when one prays for a sick person, he need not even mention his
name, as we see that Moshe Rabbeinu prayed on behalf of his sister Miriam, without ever saying her
name! The answer is that Moshe did indeed say her name! He screamed out to Hashem, 'N) N97' -
‘Please heal (her).” The gematria of these two words is 332, which is equal to 125 0. Thus, we see
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that indeed Moshe prayed and used Miriam’s name, as well as the name of their mother Yocheved!” ab a -
nee(rﬁ)anb Y1sr0ﬁl
: . andbringmuc
A Wise Man .would say: . . nachas{otheir
“People will forget what you said, forget what you did, but never forget how you made them feel.” amilies
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Asa young man, Rabbi Avraham Berkowitz chose to spend a few summers helping the local shiuchim at Chabad
-Lubavitch of Alaska. He would routinely stand outside the Alaska Visitors Center in downtown Anchorage with a pair of
Tefillin and packets of information about Jewish programs, greeting tourists disembarking from the scenic cruises along the
Alaskan coastline. If they were Jewish, he would let them know where they could find a minyan or a good kosher meal.

One day, an elderly couple was walking out of the Visitors Center. Avraham approached them with a friendly smile, and
said, “Hello.” The man looked at him sharply, and in a loud, stern voice told him to get out of his way. Shaken, Avraham
said, “I'm sorry, I didn’t mean to offend you. I'm just here to greet Jewish people who have come to visit Alaska.”

“Then go find someone else to bother,” the man shot back. “I want nothing to do with you or any religious Jew!”

“Excuse me, sir,” Avraham said as respectfully as he could, “I don’t mean to be rude, but obviously you must have been
very hurt by someone who was an Orthodox Jew. I am a rabbinical student, and I plan to be a rabbi one day. Please, won’t
you share with me what happened, so I won’t make the same mistake?”

The man turned to him with a look of surprise and said, “That’s a good answer. All right, I will tell you.”

He asked Avraham to sit down with them on a nearby bench. For the next hour, he told him his story: “I was born in
London in 1929. My father was a soldier in the British Army. Before going to the front, he begged my mother to take good
care of me, and to make sure I had a Bar Mitzvah. During the Battle of Britain, the Germans bombed London every night.
My mother and I fled to Wales in the west country. Life was extremely difficult for us. We lived from hand to mouth.
Nonetheless, my mother wanted to fulfill her husband’s request. She brought me to the synagogue in Cardiff for a Bar
Mitzvah lesson. I sat through my first class listening carefully, trying to take my mind off the war and our troubles.

“When my mother came to get me, the rabbi told her the classes cost one pound sterling. My mother was penniless. She
begged him to forgive the cost. He responded, ‘Sorry. No pound, no Bar Mitzvah!” My mother was humiliated. She grabbed
me and ran out, vowing she would never come again. That was 52 years ago, and since then, I too, have never set foot in an
Orthodox synagogue! My father was killed in action. He never returned from the front, and never had his last wish fulfilled.”

Lionel wept as he told the story, and Avraham cried with him. He could not find the words to defend what had been done.
Perhaps the rabbi was worried about feeding his own children. Or perhaps he was using the funds to help other displaced
families, but that did not change anything. Avraham looked at Lionel and said, “I am so sorry. I wish I could take away the
pain that you and your mother felt. However, I want to make you a promise. When I will be a rabbi, if people need my help,
for Bar Mitzvah lessons, or for anything else, and they cannot afford it, I will always remember your story, and will not charge
them, in your merit.” Lionel nodded, eyes glistening, and with great warmth, he said, “Thank you. I appreciate that.”

“But you know,” Avraham added quickly, “there is something I can do. I can give you a Bar Mitzvah right now!*
Suddenly, Lionel’s eyes filled with hope. “Son, I’ve waited 52 years for someone to say those words!*

They went back to his hotel, and Avraham was privileged to help Lionel put on Tefillin for the first time in his life. They said
Shema together, danced and drank a I’chaim. Lionel was at last able to celebrate his Bar Mitzvah and fulfill his father’s last wish.

A year later, Avraham was visiting his grandparents in L.A. and asked his grandfather to drive him over to Lionel’s home
for a visit. And now, Poppa told him that after hearing Lionel’s story of his belated Bar Mitzvah, he, too, was ready to have
one. Poppa was reminded of his own childhood. His father died in a Typhus epidemic in 1918. He was raised by his hard
working mother, but never had a father to take him to shul to have a Bar Mitzvah. He never became a religious Jew.

Avraham was thrilled and the next morning, he helped his 88-year-old grandfather put on a Tallis and Tefillin for the first time
in his life. They made the blessings together and said the Shema, and then sang together Siman Tov U’mazel Tov. Grandma and

Poppa were both moved to tears of joy. ﬂféﬂﬂ ag.erﬂ ﬂ'fé}%) L/@@
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Sw1: In Sefer Tzror Hamor, he relates the following story:
Rabbeinu Meshulam z#”’l was the personal physician to an
Arabian king. One day, the king told him, “You jews are
such ingrates! After G-d provided the Jews with Mann from
Heaven, they still complained about not having ‘cucumbers
and watermelons.” Is that any way to show gratitude?”
Rabbeinu Meshulam told the king that he would give him
an answer the next day. Meanwhile, he went to the king’s
butler and directed him to leave garlic off the king’s table
when he serves him his formal meal the next day. The butler
assumed it was for medical reasons and did as he was told.

The next day, the king was irate when he noticed that there
was no garlic on the table. He accosted the butler but the man
said that he was just following the physician’s orders.

Rabbeinu Meshulam was called to the king’s table and an
explanation was demanded. “How can you direct the butler to
leave my most favorite garlic off my table?”

“Listen to yourself,” replied Rabbeinu Meshulam. “You
get angry when you are missing your favorite spice one time.
Meanwhile, in the desert, the Jews ate Mann for forty years
straight, with no spice to give it flavor. Can you blame them
for complaining?”’ The king smiled and admitted defeat.
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The Torah writes seven posuéim describing how the Jewish people followed Hashem’s “indirect” orders in the desert. No
matter how brief or lengthy their stay at any particular location, they packed up and moved as soon as the Anan (cloud) began
to move, or unpacked and remained in place if the signal to move was not given. The Ramban adds that some encampments
were very uncomfortable, and the cloud didn’t move for months. Millions of people were stationary and it wasn’t a very
pleasant place to be. Nevertheless, no one made a move without the cloud. And sometimes, the situation was reversed. Klal
Yisroel was on the move for many days. Finally, tired and weary, they reached a beautiful oasis, a large “Holiday Inn” in the
wilderness! Thrilled to be in comfortable environs, they unpack and settled down to rest. But, lo and behold, as soon as morning
dawned, the cloud began to move. “Why now?”” they might have thought. “Can’t we just stay here a while to rest our weary
bones?” And yet, they picked themselves up and followed the cloud without a word. Stress or no stress, no one complained.
We all have times in life when things are going well for us. We feel like we are in a good position financially and
emotionally. Some of these periods last for a long time but some depart almost as quickly as they come. The bright clouds of
yesterday are gone and the gloomy storm clouds descend. Sometimes, the situation is the opposite - we are going through
rough times and it seems that everything that could possibly go wrong does. We go to sleep each night hoping that morning
will bring the beginning of brighter days. But it doesn’t. And the cloud refuses to pick up and move. Sometimes, we wonder
why the good times had to end so soon and the bad times seem to last forever. My machshava here is that throughout the
Torah we find it is easy to castigate Bnei Yisroel for their failures. This parsha opens our eyes to their unflinching faith and
willingness to accept Hashem’s will no matter how difficult it was. Yehi Ratzon that the Ananei Hakavod rest, giving us
long and enduring happy lives together with our wives, children, and mishpachos, with nachas and happiness together.

DRUSH V’CHIDDUSH
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One of the renowned Mashgichim relates that when he
was young he was quite a troublemaker in cheder, but never
was reprimanded. In his innocence, he thought that the Rosh
Yeshivah was not aware of what he was doing and because
of this he stayed in the yeshivah and continued to learn until
eventually he outgrew his shenanigans and rose to great
elevations. Many years later, he was sitting together with his
former Rosh Yeshivah at a meeting of educators. In the midst
of their discussion the Rosh Yeshivah said to him, “You think
I didn’t know what you were doing in yeshivah? But I knew
that if I rebuked you for your actions, I would have lost you.
It was better that you think that I know nothing, as long as
you remain in the yeshivah and continue to grow!” The
Mashgiach admits that his success was due to the wisdom of
his Rosh Yeshivah who did not rebuke him for years.
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We can learn this conduct from our parsha. The posuk says
that Moshe Rabbeinu spoke to the Nation “in the second year
of their exodus from the land of Egypt, in the first month.”
Rashi explains: The posuk at the beginning of Bamidbar was
not said until fyar; why did the Sefer not begin with this posuk?
“Because this is a disgrace to Israel: the entire forty years in
the wilderness, they offered no (Korban) Pesach but this one
alone.” From here we learn that at times, a leader must hold
back his detrimental words for even though he needed to
rebuke Bnei Yisroel and point out their mistake, Moshe did not.

Every leader, whether a father or a teacher, must realize
that sometimes it is detrimental to point out infractions that a
child or student has done, because it can cause a terrible
wedge between them. Just as in the Torah this parsha does
not mention the denouncement of Klal Yisroel, so too
educators must know when to and when not to denounce

children and students so instead they can grow from praise.
¢ === FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
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The Torah discusses the wanderings of the Jewish people in the desert - and it was quite an adventure! They were led by

a cloud during the day and a pillar of fire by night. They never knew how long they were to remain in one place. When the
clouds of glory would begin to move, the Nation would immediately “break camp” and begin to move. When the clouds
stopped, the people would do so as well. This happened a total of 42 times. Why did they need to change locations so often?
R’ Yeshaya Ehrenfeld z¢”’l (Shevet Sofer) explains that as long as the Jewish people were following the ratzon
Hashem, they were allowed to remain settled in their place with the Mishkan in their midst. But as soon as they sinned, the
land itself spit them out, because the Shechina that was in their midst could not tolerate being encamped with impurity.
Thus, when the clouds of glory would rise, it was a sign that the Nation sinned and needed to move to a different location.
This idea seems to be describing the history of our people. Whenever we settled in and became too comfortable in our
host country, we were “spit out.” The expulsion from Spain and the Holocaust in Europe to name just two, were examples
of our people becoming too settled in foreign lands, being too assimilated with the cultures and societal ills of those places.
R’ Avigdor Miller zt”’l warned the people of his time (that would be us): “Be very careful not to become too
comfortable in America. Don’t mimic their goyish ways, lest we get spit out from this land.” His warning is based on the
history of our people. Am Yisroel is a holy Nation and we must hold onto our kedusha no matter where we are. If you live in
America make sure that you remain a Jew who happens to live in America - not an American who happens to be Jewish!




