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St How valuable is the Torah? A person must “kill
himself over it.” No matter how precious one views his life
and the lives of his children, there is one thing that is even
more precious than life itself - words of Torah. A rich man

may devote his life to amassing gold, silver and diamonds,
but in the end, he cannot take them with him. Torah is the
most valuable possession, because it is something that is here
today, but will accompany one straight into the Next World.

A SERIES IN HALACHA ﬂ@y@%

LIVING A "TORAH" DAY
"wy1p ann i’ - Keeping the Jewish Camp Holy (89)
Preserving our Kedusha: Shaking Hands with the Opposite
Gender. One of the toughest situations that commonly arise
regarding keeping a proper distance from the opposite gender (1)
is shaking hands. In many instances, such as business meetings
and job interviews, our permissive society allows this as a matter
of courtesy, considering it like saying ‘“Hello.” Indeed, one who
looks in Teshuvos of Poskim will see how often this question is
asked and how people press the Gedolim to concede that
shaking hands is not an affectionate physical contact ().
Nevertheless, many Poskim feel that even in our society this is

inappropriate and prohibited - see list of Poskim below (3).
Avoiding the Issue. Embarrassment and loss are not sufficient
grounds to permit this and even if a lady stretched out her hand
to a man, or a man stretched out his hand to a lady, Jew or gentile,
one must politely explain that as an Orthodox practicing Jew, he
or she must refrain from shaking hands with the opposite gender.
Many times one can anticipate the situation and explain this ahead
of time to avoid the problem, i.e. before an interview. Sometimes
keeping one’s hands full with objects also solves the problem.
Extreme Situations. There was once a case @ where an
Orthodox student found out that his mother was really his step-
mother. Knowing the halacha, he wished to refrain from
touching her or shaking her hand. His father became angry at his
son’s “lack of gratitude” for all the years she took care of him,
and he wanted to banish the boy from his house. He claims to
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have asked R’ Moshe Feinstein ztl, who permitted the step-son
to shake his step-mother’s hand, but in more of a “mechanical”
manner, not in an affectionate manner. (This needs defining so
that it is done in a way that does not exacerbate the situation. One
who feels that he has a very urgent case should consult his Rav.)
Wearing Gloves. According to Sefer Chassidim ()it seems that
even with gloves it is prohibited, and this is the clear ruling of R’
Yitzchok Yaakov Weiss zt”’l ©). The only time gloves are
permitted in the Poskim is regarding cases where the touching is
not affectionate, as explained further, and even still, one should
wear them for extra tahara. Some examples of this are:

1) If a girl asks a man to help her cross the street, as is commonly
done in Israel. If she is very young he can cross her holding her
hand,; if she is a bit older, he should hold her by her sleeve ().

2) If a woman fell in the street, a man is allowed to help her get
up. If possible, he should avoid touching her body or skin.

3) Sometimes an ill woman who has no one to help her can be
physically helped by her husband (even she is a niddah). He
should try to avoid touching her skin.

Massage. Just like gloves are not a hefer in shaking hands, R’
Nissim Karelitz shlit’a rules that one cannot give or receive a
massage from the opposite gender, even through a glove or
garment. There is no heter of "1 NPAYA" - he is occupied in
his work and will not be aroused to undesirable thoughts,
because this type of activity will certainly arouse thoughts and
can be done fully and professionally while aroused.
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D19 DM INY DNY VNI YOUN NN Y - Why did Moshe strike the rock two times? The word 'y5©' (rock) spelled
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out is 'py' "Y' “7no'. The middle letters of each of these three words spells out the word 'o»' - water! There is water
in a rock! Thus, the command was "w»n yn) - the rock should give of its water. Moshe hit it twice, thereby knocking
off the first and last letters, leaving only the middle letters - allowing the ‘o' to flow!”

Rabbi Raymond Beyda shlit’a (One Minute With Yourself) would say:

“When you are about to lose your temper with those who have less than you, think of a ladder. You are the one on
the higher rung, which means you don’t have to exert your authority - others are already aware of it. Make those on a
lower rung feel great in the knowledge that you, their superior, have treated them with respect. Being more well-off
than another does not mean you should not respect those “lower” than you. If you demand respect you may or may not
get it. If you show respect you will get it back. It doesn’t take more than a brief pause, but respect yields respect.”

A Wise Man would say:
“You are the architect of your life. People will always throw stones in your path. It depends on what you make
with those stones; a Wall or a Bridge?”
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Mazel Tov to Mr. & Mrs. Nachy Hellman on the
Marriage of their daughter Rikki to Chaim Newhouse.
May the young couple build a Bayis Ne’eman
B'Yisroeland bringnachas to their families.
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The parsha speaks of the many battles Klal Yisroel fought. As they traveled through the desert, they were confronted by
their enemies, time and time again. Tired, thirsty, exhausted from the weary journey through the desert, they had just been
attacked and beaten by an implacable foe, Amalek. They cried out to Hashem - they made a vow to the Lord - and He came
to their rescue. Although the Canaanim were powerful, Hashem said, “‘Why should I trouble My children to besiege every
city?” He gave all the warriors the idea to leave their cities, and they gathered in one place, where they were slain. (Rashi)

Salvation comes in many forms. It was November 1950, during the coldest winter North Korea had experienced in 100
years. The Korean War was in full force. Allied troops were deployed to help an underarmed South Korea fight off
powerful North Korean invaders. United Nations troops, which consisted mainly of U.S. Marines, joined forces with a
U.S. Army combat team, South Korean Military Police and a detachment of British troops, around 25,000 men
altogether. The group was chasing North Korean soldiers out of the Changjin Reservoir, often referred to as Chosin.

But they weren’t alone. In an effort to shore up North Korea, China sent 150,000 soldiers to back them up. The Chinese
soldiers arrived and surrounded the allied troops, hoping to isolate and destroy the 1st Marine Division. The Americans saw
the odds and thought they were going to die. Not only were the Allies surrounded and outnumbered, they were freezing cold.
It was cruel, punishing, unforgiving cold, as low as 40 below zero at night. Bulldozers and tanks couldn’t move. Fuel lines
cracked. Guns wouldn’t fire properly. Sweat froze on the men’s skin and between their toes. Rations and extra blood for the
wounded were frozen solid and rendered useless. They were hungry, tired, frostbitten, and running out of options.

Reinforcement troops were needed, but there were none to be had. Finally, a call went out for more mortar shells - at the
very least, let them fight their way out. The code name that had been instituted for mortar shells was “Tootsie Rolls” - a
chewy, chocolate candy that children adore and their parents abhor! The problem was that the officer back at command
wasn’t familiar with this particular code. Upon receiving the urgent request, he allocated an airdrop of the chocolate candy.
When the supplies arrived via airdrop, instead of ammunition, the soldiers opened the crates to reveal thousands of frozen
Tootsie Roll candies! Shocked and dismayed - what were they to do? The troops didn’t have time to get mad. They needed
to get home. Desperate for food, the allied soldiers thawed the candy in their mouths for some quick energy.

And then, some ingenious fellow had a great idea - an idea that saved all their lives! Given the sticky properties of the
Tootsie Roll candies, it was determined that once defrosted, they could also be used to repair broken fuel lines and bullet
holes in equipment! They could mount a counter-attack or at the very least defend themselves to whatever degree possible.

With urgent intensity, the men applied the melted candy over a rip or tear and waited a few seconds for it to freeze
again. It did just that! Fuel lines were plugged with chocolate, and equipment never tasted better! This was their way out.
For thirteen days, the allied forces at the Battle of Chosin Reservoir refused to give up. The Marines formed a column and
marched toward the port city of Hungnam and the Sea of Japan, where other American forces were waiting.

For 78 miles, the brave men marched the steep, dangerous road, fighting through ten Chinese infantry divisions. Fueled
by sheer will, guts, and thousands upon thousands of chewy candy, the men managed to claw their way back from certain
doom. One Marine wrote: “By large, Tootsie Rolls were our main diet while fighting our way out of the Reservoir. You
can bet there were probably hundreds of thousands of Tootsie Roll wrappers scattered all over North Korea.”

While many would hesitate to call the 13-day event a military victory in the traditional sense, the withdrawal is one of
the most well-known campaigns in Marine history. There’s even a Navy ship named after it. The men, outnumbered and
surrounded, managed to not only get to the sea but to slow the progress of the Chinese troops and immobilize several of

their divisions. Those unique survivors, who call themselves the “Chosin Few” - owe their lives to ingenuity, grit, and a

highly under-appreciated candy. ﬂ",@ﬁﬂ )= 7 {

TR ya)) 5@@

(-1 "1 SRIND Y D BN AT DN

Swn: A Rebbi taught his talmid about the importance of
Torah. He said it was worth more than gold and silver, as it
says (YW-) »own) "oman N0 NP - “It is more valuable
than pearls.” The talmid was very inspired by the lesson.
One day, the student went to a restaurant and ordered a
nice meal, but he forgot his money at home. Remembering
the lesson that he learned, he told the owner that he can pay
him with something worth more than gold, silver and
precious stones - a Torah thought. The owner just laughed
at him and made him pay by washing the dishes.
The talmid was very disillusioned and questioned his

Rebbi. “How can it be that Torah is worth more than
precious stones, if I can’t even buy a meal with it?”

The Rebbi calmed him down and took him into a barn.
Then, he went and brought his wife’s diamond necklace. He
put the necklace down in front of a horse. The horse just
nibbled a little on it and walked away. Then, he put a bale of
hay next to the horse, and naturally it gobbled it all up.

The Rebbi asked, “So, which is more valuable, the hay or
the necklace? Of course, we know the necklace is worth
more, but to a horse who doesn’t understand the value of the
necklace, the hay is worth more!”

On behalf of thousands of $homer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply feeds & clothes Shomer Shabbos Jews in Eretz Yistoe! with zeto overhead
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Many commentaries, including Rashi, Rabbeinu Bechaye and the Kli Yakar, quote the Gemara (nmyn) as proof that
during the entire forty years in the desert, a well of water miraculously followed Klal Yisroel, and continued to flow in the
zechus of Miriam, who many years previously, stood by the Nile river ensuring the safety of her baby brother, Moshe. Only
when the "o N2" ceased to produce water, did Bnei Yisroel realize that it was all in Miriam’s zechus. The Kli Yakar
continues that the special well stopped flowing as a punishment to the Nation for not being maspid Miriam properly, when she
died, as they did Aharon and Moshe. The Torah says "apm..nnm" but does not mention the word ™52 - (they cried)
indicating that they neglected this act of mourning. Therefore, said Hashem, “‘Now you will remember how special Miriam
was, and you will recognize, retroactively, that for forty years the water you drank in the desert was only in her zechus.”

It seems hard to believe that Bnei Yisroel did not realize that the well of water was in Miriam’s zechus and they did not have
hakaras hatov or show her proper respect. But in reality, this is a fundamental truth of life. We all become accustomed to
daily miracles. The first day the people received water in the desert, they were truly amazed, but as it continued for forty years,
day after day, they began to take it in stride, to view it as a normal way of life - even though it was a continuous miracle. We
2o to the faucet for water; they went to the "w32" and drew water! They took Miriam and the miracles of the y"w21 for granted.

Many times, we attend a levaya full of emotional hespedim and we think to ourselves, we had a great relative or good
friend amongst us and we took them for granted, we didn’t appreciate them in their lifetime. May our parents and close ones,
have o D1 M>N, but when the time comes for them to depart and leave this world, we must realize how they contributed
to make our lives richer and make sure to show them the proper derech eretz, the tribute and the zikaron that they deserve.
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to bring about a greater Kiddush Hashem? Ultimately, Moshe
chose to speak to a different rock, and when his words failed

We find a very important lesson in understanding the true
definition of Kiddush Hashem from our parsha. The Alter of
Novhardok zt”] quotes a Medrash that Bnei Yisroel claimed
Moshe Rabbeinu knew that the rock from which he was
Divinely commanded to bring forth water was naturally
capable of producing water, and that it was not a miracle at
all if water emerged from this specific rock. They challenged
him to disprove their claims by speaking to a different rock.

Moshe was in a quandary. Hashem had commanded him
to speak to a specific rock, yet he felt an even greater
Kiddush Hashem would take place if he listened to the
people’s demands and addressed a different one. What was
preferable: to obey Hashem’s instructions with absolute
precision, or to deviate slightly from the command in order

to yield the desired result, he struck it instead. In truth, he
acted wholly for the sake of promoting Hashem’s honor.
Nevertheless, Hashem found fault with him for deviating
from His command and not believing that a Kiddush Hashem
would certainly result if he simply heeded the Divine Will.

Kiddush Hashem means standing up for the Torah’s
principles - no matter how difficult it may be and regardless
of how much opposition we may face or what others will
think. Kiddush Hashem is not measured by the accolades we
receive; it is determined by how much we adhere to the true
will of Hashem. A real Kiddush Hashem is achieved when a
person becomes a reflection of the ratzon Hashem and fulfills
His command to the letter. It means being an ambassador of
the truth, even if the truth is not particularly popular.

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS ON
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R’ Yitzchok of Vorki zt”1 writes that the essence of the “Parah Aduma” which calls upon the Kohen to be come impure

to purify others, is the idea of "2 ¥ MmN - Loving your friend as you love yourself! His grandson, R’ Mendel of Vorki
zt”] explains that this mitzvah depicts the highest level of love, because it must be performed with tremendous self-sacrifice!
When a person loses out in order to help another - that is the ultimate fulfillment of loving a fellow man. To GIVE to others is a
beautiful middah, but often giving is really taking, and people give for their own ulterior motives. GIVING IN is even harder as
it means one must go out of his/her comfort zone. But GIVING UP is certainly the highest and greatest form of love. When we
give away our money, our time, our sleep, or our pride in order to benefit others, that is called sacrifice and that is true kindness.
The word for sacrifice is "n27pn" which means “to bring close” because this truly is the outcome of sacrificing for others.
People who find it difficult to give of themselves or to make sacrifices for others, reflect an inability to truly love. Often people
think to themselves, why should I put myself out for him? Why should I give away my hard-earned money or precious time for
her? Do they really appreciate it? Would they do the same for me? It makes NO SENSE for me to sacrifice myself for another!
Thus, the Torah tells us, "nnn NN NN - this is a “Chok”’! It doesn’t have to make sense to you, but just remember that
this is the most important principle of the Torah: "wma 5¥13 955 Mt - Twd Ty 0 MINNY". Parah Aduma comes to teach us this most
valuable lesson: We MUST love others as we love ourselves! We must sacrifice for others whether it makes sense to us or not!
This is a Chok - we might not understand why, but we still must do it! This is a most important message as we just entered the
month of Tammuz and the "© 80N 2" are upon us. Let us rebuild the Bais HaMikdash with true nanX and 13990 for others.




