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Srnd: Why is a Kohen who has a blemish (o) unable to
serve in the Mikdash? Perhaps it does not stem as much from
the Kohen’s handicap, as it does from the people who are
unable to accept or receive the service of someone who is
disfigured. Hashem does not discriminate against those who

have disabilities. But knowing that people do, He insists that
the Avodah be conducted in such a way that people view it
with the esteem and reverence it deserves. Indeed, rather than
feel uncomfortable around people with disabilities, Hashem
wants us to accept them and ultimately, they will be included.

LIVING A "TORAH" DAY
"yt i i’ - Keeping the Jewish Camp Holy (82)
"wa» XY": Wearing Clothing of the Other Gender (cont.):
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comprehension can be attributed to earlier Poskim.
First Approach. R’ Yosef S. Elyashiv zt”l ) bases this on

Embarrassment. We previously discussed the halacha that it is
prohibited for a man to make himself look younger by plucking
out white hairs from among black hairs, or dying his white hairs
black. There is lengthy discussion that spans generations of
Poskim regarding situations where a great deal of shame is
involved. Approximately 200 years ago, there was a famous
case involving a man whose hair and beard turned completely
white on one side of his face, while his other side remained
totally black. This was, of course, very embarrassing for him and
he inquired if he could dye the white sections black. The Poskim
discussed this question at length. Even though one cannot violate
a Torah prohibition in order to save himself from shame, some
felt that perhaps there is no issur at all since the man is not doing
this for beauty, but rather to remove shame. There can be other
similar cases such as a young person who starts turning gray at a
young age, or has an obvious wart with white hairs growing out
in the middle of black hairs in an embarrassing way.

Three Approaches. To answer this question, we will discuss
three clear approaches that have been derived from tens of
Teshuvos that were written on this topic. We will use the names
of later Poskim who we are all familiar with and whose seforim
are readily attainable, even though much of the logic and

earlier Poskim. Since the man wishes to dye his hair and beard in
order to improve his appearance, it doesn’t matter what his other
motive is, and it is still prohibited. This is worse than the Bach )
we mentioned in a previous issue, who rules that a man may wear
a lady’s coat if it is the only item available to save himself from
suffering from the cold. There, he is not wearing it for appearance,
but here he definitely is, and it is deemed "neN Mn" even if he
has shame. There might be another solution. He removes all the
hair - both black and white - by either shaving off the beard or
shortening it, if the white hairs are found only at the bottom area.
Second Approach. R’ Shlomo Zalman Auerbach zt’] ¢ holds
that an act is only deemed "nwN "mpn" if it improves the man’s
appearance from normal to better. However, if one is just changing
from abnormal back to normal, it is permitted. The above
mentioned case fits into this category and would be permitted. R’
Shlomo Zalman mentions a current minhag to be lenient like this
opinion, even though many years ago when the question was
first asked, this was not necessarily the majority opinion.

Third Approach. R’ Moshe Feinstein zt”’ 3)holds that when one
is doing an action for any other reason than pure beauty, it is not
"N M1 and is permitted. Thus, says R> Moshe, a man can do
so in order to get a job (if he’s not fooling anybody to lose out).

In Talmud Yerushalmi (Berachos 7:3) it states:

A Wise Man would say:
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Rabbeinu Chaim HaKohen zt”’]1 (one of the Baalei Tosfos ) writes in Gemara Kesubos (103b):

“Had I been present when Rabbeinu Tam (R’ Yaakov ben Meir) passed away, I would have defiled myself for
him (although he was Kohen and would normally be forbidden to do so), for when the Gemara tells us: ‘On the day
that Rebbi (Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi) died, holiness was suspended’ (nwytp nov1), this term refers to the holiness of the
Kehunah (and just as the sanctity of the kohanim was suspended on that day because Rebbi’s death was through the
‘Divine Kiss’ and not the Angel of Death, the same principle would hold true for the death of Rabbeinu Tam).”

“ONIW O TINANWTPNY - I shall be sanctified among the Children of Israel.” And elsewhere in the Torah it states,
'DNIN TINA 12VY ONW O WY - ‘The Children of Israel came to buy among those that came.’
in the latter posuk, the Children of Israel were ten in number (ten brothers of Yosef), so too, in the former posuk the
number is ten. This teaches us that sanctified prayer can only be recited when at least ten men are present.”

(N:2n mwN1) Just as

“When a person truly cares for someone else, their mistaken actions and misspoken words will never change his or
her feelings toward that person because it is the mind that gets angry but the heart still cares.”
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The shiur of Harav Gamliel Rabinowitz Shlit'a in Flatbush will take
place this Sunday, PESACH SHENI, at 9:45 AM, Khal Bnei Torah of
Flatbush (Rabbi Schiffenbauer Shul). The shiur will be alive phone

hookup. The Rav asked that everyone make an effort to be there.
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he following story was told to a Rav in Israel while he was sitting on a bus. A sailor of the Israeli navy boarded the bus
and sat down next to the Rav. Soon, the two were involved in a deep conversation with the sailor relating that he was a N
n2wn3, a Jew who returned to the fold of observant Judaism after he witnessed many open miracles. He explained that he
was a crew-member on the INS Chanit, when it was damaged on July 14, 2006 by a missile fired by Hezbollah. The flight
deck caught on fire and crippled the propulsion system inside the hull. Four crew members were killed during the attack.

It was a Friday night and several of the religious Israeli sailors on the ship approached the captain with a request. It
was crucial for the success of their mission, they said, if the entire crew ate the Shabbos meal together. They begged the
captain to not only permit this request, but to allow the entire ship to join in. They understood that such a request - to have
all the crew members of a war ship eating a meal together - is not standard operating procedure. Under normal
circumstances, the crew ate in shifts so as not to be vulnerable to the enemy at any point. This, however, was not a normal
circumstance, and perhaps it was what was needed to invoke Divine protection on the ship. The captain granted the
religious sailors their wish insisting, though, that four men must remain on the deck at all times, as a security precaution.

The sailor then explained to the Rav where he was when it all happened. He had been very tired and his next shift of
duty was to begin at 12:00 am that night. He was planning to skip the dinner and take a nap to be re-energized for his shift.
However, when he heard that everyone was eating together, he decided to pop in for a few minutes. He walked in in the
middle of davening and was impressed to see Israelis of many different points on the religious spectrum answering
Kaddish and singing Lecha Dodi in unison. Following Kabolas Shabbos, they all sat down to eat the Shabbos meal
together. Usually, Navy meals are eaten in shifts, often a bit rushed. Similar to eating lunch in the middle of a work-day,
these sailors have many responsibilities and cannot eat leisurely. This Friday night, however, they were all laughing,
eating, enjoying and singing for several hours. When the meal ended, they started to recite the Birchas Hamazon out loud.

The sailor told the rabbi on the bus that he ended staying for the entire meal and blessing afterwards. His plans to sleep
were foiled. However, he now has a great appreciation to Hashem that he missed that nap. Moments after Birchas
Hamazon began, the ship was smashed by a Hezbollah missile. The sailor explained several possible scenarios that should
have happened. First of all, the size of the missile should have sunk the ship. A big enough hole would have been created
to sink the vessel, but the missile hit a huge anchor being stored on the deck that absorbed much of the impact. He also
explained that the ship caught fire and tons of stored fuel in close proximity to the flames could easily have exploded.
Miraculously, they did not. Then the most obvious miracle of all - if the crew had eaten according to their normal
schedule, tens of sailors would have been on deck and most likely injured or killed. They were saved due to the fact that
the entire crew was eating together in one room on the opposite side of the ship - far away from where the rocket hit.

The sailor ran down to his quarters and found his entire room, belongings, and bunk melted to ashes from the heat of the
fire. He personally knew what his fate would have been had he taken that nap - had the big shabbos meal and davening not
taken place. But there’s more to the story. Upon searching the ship after the missile attack, crew members found a Sefer
Tehillim that was opened to chapter 124. The words of the posukim are astounding: “A song of ascents, by Dovid. Had not
Hashem been with us .... when men rose up against us, they would have swallowed us alive, when their anger was kindled
against us. Then the waters would have inundated us, the current would have surged across our soul. Then they would have
surged across our soul- the treacherous waters. Blessed is Hashem, Who did not present us as prey for their teeth. Our soul

escaped like a bird from the hunter’s snare ... Our help is through the Name of Hashem, Maker of heaven and earth.”
Looking at the Rav with gleaming eyes, the sailor declared, I have become a religious Jew from this experience.”
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S5wn: An American soldier who fought for years in Vietnam

was finally coming home. He called his parents and said,

“Mom and Dad, I'm coming home. But I have a favor to

ask. I have a friend I’d like to bring home with me.”
“Sure,” they replied, “we’d love to meet him.”

“There’s something you should know,” the son continued.
“He was hurt pretty badly. He stepped on a land mind and
lost an arm and a leg. He has nowhere else to go, and I
want him to come live with us.” “I’m sorry to hear that,
son. Maybe we can help him find somewhere else to live.”

“No, Mom and Dad. I want him to live with us.”

“Son,” said the father, “you must understand that someone
with such a handicap would be a terrible burden on us. We
have our own lives to live, and can’t let someone like this
interfere with our lives. Why don’t you just come home and
forget about this guy. He’ll find a way to live on his own.”

The son hung up the phone. A few days later, the parents
received a call from the city morgue telling them that their
son died and they were needed to identify his body. When the
shocked parents came to the morgue, they recognized their
son, but to their horror they also discovered something they
didn’t know; their son had only one arm and one leg!

On behalf of thousands of $homer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply feeds & clothes Shomer Shabbos Jews in Eretz Yistoe! with zeto overhead
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Rashi quotes the Gemara (1p M) "DNOLPN DY DITY PMNY DMIN NN ... DININ IN WX - “Speak to the Kohanim
.... and say to them: to caution the adults about the children.” The Beis Av explains this as follows: When our sons are
three years old, we cut their hair, buy them a yarmulka and tzitzis. Soon after, we begin to teach them Torah based on the
schedule from Pirkei Avos. We teach our daughters to recite berachos, daven, do mitzvos and appreciate Shabbos. But how
can we instill true Yiras Shamayim and how to love mitzvos and maasim tovim? It is only if the children see the Yiras
Shamayim and love of mitzvos from their parents. Parents must teach by example, not with mere words. When children
notice this in their parent’s actions, the atmosphere and warmth of the home will be transmitted to the children. Thus, when
Hashem told Moshe, "n7nxy X" - these words are really directed to the Kohanim - and by extension all parents. In other
words, "mN’ - tell them how they themselves should do the mitzvos so that their children will follow in their footsteps.

Perhaps we may add that the word "»mn>" quoted in Rashi, does not only mean to “caution” the parents, but also to ““shine”
as in "M PN D" - shining like the shine of heaven. Parents should do all mitzvos so that they - the parents - shine in
the eyes of their children! When children hear their father sing zemiros at the Shabbos table, and refer to Torah as "N on " -
making it clear that Torah and mitzvos are the essence of their lives and the length of their days, then that chinuch will be
effective with their children. The children’s “shine” will reflect the "»mn5" of the "om»vpn Sy ©NTY". With this approach
they will feel the wonder and beauty of each unique mitzvah. May we be zocheh to see nachas from all our future doros.

DRUSH V'CHIDDUSH
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The Medrash details the circumstances behind the man
the Torah refers to as the "55pn” - the Blasphemer. This
man decided to pitch his tent his tent among the camp of
Shevet Dan. They said to him: “What right do you have to
be here?” He said, “I am among the descendants of Dan.”
They said to him, “‘Each man by his banner according to
the insignias of their fathers’ house.”” He entered Moshe’s
court (to reach a verdict) and went out guilty. He then arose
and blasphemed against Hashem.

What could have bothered the tribe of Dan, which had
more than 60,000 men among them, if this son of an
Egyptian pitched his tent among them? For the sake of being
neighborly, couldn’t they have just allowed him to remain?
Absolutely not, says the Alter of Kelm, R” Simcha Zissel Ziv
zt”’l. The negative influence of even one person can cause

so much destruction! From here we see that a single
unworthy person can have a bad influence on an entire tribe!

A Talmid Chacham recounts, “I once went to see my
Rebbi, HaGaon R’ Elazar Menachem Mann Shach zt”’],
with a young Bar Mitzvah boy. I said to the Rav, “It is well
-known that the Chazon Ish zt’l, upon reaching the age of
observing mitzvos, took it upon himself to study Torah
L’shem Shamayim, solely for the sake of Heaven, and as a
result he blossomed. What can I instruct this Bar Mitzvah
boy to take upon himself in today’s times?”

R’ Shach replied, “Tell him to take two things upon
himself: First, not to mingle with bad company. And
second, not to spend his time in the streets, but to go straight
from his house to the Beis Medrash, and from the Beis
Medrash to his house. If he does this, and if he eats
according to his needs and sleeps according to his needs, he
will be assured of becoming great in Torah!”

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS ON
THE MIDDAH OF .... 1989
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When we think back to the supernatural miracles, the amazing wonders that Hashem did for us as we left Mitzrayim, we

may overlook the greatest miracle of all: Bnei Yisroel, slaves for the previous 210 years, a nation that was degraded to its
lowest existence, could stand at the foot of Har Sinai just 49 days later and declare, “NAASEH V’NISHMA” and hear the
Voice of Hashem speak! This is truly a miracle! How does such a complete transformation take place in such a short period of
time? How can sub-human slaves become spiritual angels in just seven short weeks? Rabbi Abraham J. Twerski shlit”a
explains that the Jewish people lifted themselves out of the spiritual mud by addressing each defect ONE DAY AT A TIME!

The Torah teaches that no challenge is so great that it cannot be successfully overcome as long as it is broken down into
manageable morsels. The Torah also stipulates that the mitzvah of Sefirah is a mitzvah for all time since the concept of
conquering difficulties is equally applicable to us today, as it was when we left Egypt. Nothing is impossible if you apply the
rule: ONE DAY AT A TIME! Our Yetzer Hara is super-smart and knows just how to pull us down, how to create hardship in
our lives that seem insurmountable. “I can’t do this. I can’t handle that!” This is one of the Satan’s greatest tactics. It’s called -
"wv" - Discouragement. If he makes us believe that we can’t, then we believe that we don’t need to try! The most important
areas of life get neglected for many years because of this. Sefiras Haomer teaches us that one can achieve the impossible by
being consistent, persistent and taking it ONE DAY AT A TIME. If you really think about it, it should have taken Klal Yisroel
98 days to go from Pesach to Shavuos: 49 to climb up from the lowest level of Tumah and 49 more to reach the highest level
of Kedusha. It took them half this time because by working on the positive, they automatically knocked out the negative. These
49 days are focused on positive acts of Tikkun HaMiddos. May we all merit to watch our own miraculous transformation.




