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The 998w 793 737 quotes the N¥Y M) - NINN NINY NN NN
PPIY Y AN ORIV - "Why was the Torah given to Yisroel? Because

| they are brazen." Rashi comments that through Bnai Yisroel's constant
| study and toil in Torah, it weakens their strength and brazeness, and

| subjugates their hearts. So too, 91n tell us to learn from our supreme

| master, n7apn, who cast aside all the great and large mountains to instead
| give the Torah on little Har Sinai.

From here we can learn that since the purpose of giving the Torah was

i - | to soften the hearts of 5w 999, just the fact that they drew close to that

special mountain, and saw why Hashem chose it, would have been

- rtff‘ enough to instill a humbleness and Ny in them. Therefore, we can safely

say, "Had we only come close to »»0, but not received the Torah, 197."
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A Jew who has Chametz in his possession on Pesach is N> 921 921y
NN 923 and must rid himself of all chametz either by M1 np>Ta -

| searching for and destroying the chametz, or by \nn 91 - a verbal

renunciation of the chametz. One must search all the places in his
possession into which chametz might have been brought and then destroy
it, either by burning it - which is the preferred way - or reducing it to
crumbs, grinding it up and casting it to the wind. ¥\nn 91021 is understood
as the owner making his chametz 9p9n. Once he does so, the chametz is
no longer "in his possession", even though it remains within the physical
confines of his home. One is Y2771 219NN to do both a NP>Ta and Y100,

For information, sponsorship or dedications, call 914-362-4380.

o

S e
T T T g T O T




discern a different lesson from Rashi. When Aharon and his sons were
invested with the N> and the enormous N7 and responsibility that
came with it, they did not "turn from it, neither right nor left" - meaning
they did not shrug their shoulders and twist their heads from side to side
as a way of showing their humbleness, thereby making it clear for all to
see that they felt themselves unworthy to be chosen for such an awesome
task. No, instead "they did all that Hashem commanded of them".

Said the Chasam Sofer with a smile, "We see from here, that being too
humble and overly modest, has in it strains of arrogance too!"
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We find a 5> in many places that w1 13y 5y PO 1KY - when a
new chapter or paragraph begins with the letter "vov", it is coming to add
on something to the previous paragraph. What then, is the paragraph of
TnyY 2oy - that begins with the letter "vov" - adding to the previous
paragraph that discusses our enslavement in D81 where it says

P21T) WIDTD INSD 12 NN MY TIND Y2IR DMN LYY DITIV?

The author of the Tzidkas Yosef gives a novel answer. The Gemarah
tells us that DxPH WMAN YN NPIPTY DWI MNA - in the merit of the
righteous woman of that generation, the Bnai Yisroel were redeemed
from Egypt. Although, our forefathers were told, in advance, that the T3
would last 400 years and then they were to be redeemed, through the
merits of the righteous woman of that time, Hashem shortened the
prescribed time of enslavement, and released them in 210 years. That's
why it says »»om» with the NPy W9 connecting the paragraphs, to show
that through the merits of the n1p7s 0w, Hashem shortened the nt) -
the decree, of 7mw Mxp ¥2IX DN MY OV from 400 years to 210,
and because of the women, 'n saved us - 700 W8P NPAPMIY.
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The famous question is asked: What good would it have been for
Hashem to have brought the Bnai Yisroel to »»o 90, but not to have
given them the Torah? Wasn't that the main purpose of going there?
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In the Bais Medrash of the Chasam Sofer, R' Moshe Sofer Z"L,
davened a young man who, although he was gifted with a beautiful voice
and a tremendous ear for singing and Chazanus, he occasionally also
displayed a penchant for unnecessary modesty - b Xow mmy - when
requested to be the Chazan to lead the Tefillos, and would frequently turn
down the honor.

It happened once that the Chasam Sofer was watching as this very
same young man was being offered to daven before the Amud. In his
inimitable manner of attempting to decline the honor, the young man first

| cast his eyes downward in a show of humbleness, and then began

shrugging his shoulders from side to side as if to say, "Who am I, to
deserve such a tremendous honor as this?"

This behavior annoyed the Chasam Sofer and he immediately
approached the young man. "Let me tell you something, Reb Yid," began
the Rov, "At the end of this week's Parshah, it is written 132y }InNN Wy

1 (02-n) 7 /N M WX DTN 99 NN - "And Aharon and his sons did all that

Hashem commanded". Our great master Rashi, explains here, that the
Torah is declaring the praise of Aharon and his sons, that they did all that

| | Hashem commanded of them and did not turn one iota, neither right nor

left, from the original commandment of Hashem. But we may be able to
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