
     dovh,usa kf ,t ,hcavk ktrah hbc vhkg uuymba vyhnav ihbg vb
uvsa vauga vn kfa ihnthu ostv gsha hsf tuv 'ohba gcak ,jt
iust tuva hn ah tkt 'uka vsav ihtu tuv ujufn tk 'ohbav ,aa kfc
u,tn tc kfv hf ,uruvk ,hghcav vbac vrhepn tuv u,uumncu kfv kg
oav umh tkt 'ubumr ,hhagn oukf shxpb tka v"cev ubjhycvu /lrc,h
vnf ka ,kpufnu vkupf ,unf vsav jhnm, ,jt vbaca u,frc ,t
rcs ubht ohbav rtac vsav jhnmna vn kfa ,utrvk tc vzu /ohba

/urntn hp kg vagb kfva vthrck dhvbn ah ot hf 'uhktn icunu hgcy
 ka uz vjycva ,ntvu    wh,frc ,t h,humuwihbgk rntb vrehga ;t 

shxpha ,tzf ,uthmn ihta 'tmh ukuf kkfv kg snkk lt 'vyhnav
h,ks kg vcrv sueak lhrmu /w,h trucv iumr ouhen vtmu,f ostv
oukf khguh tk hfu 'vrhck dhvbn aha ostv ckc ,urj tvha sg vbuntv
,uks,avv kfu 'ohbnsznv ohbhbgv rta ut u,xbrp lrumk u,uks,avc
vzht ,uagk ubhkg sepa lrc,h wv huuhm ,njn tkt ubht ohaug ubta
,uks,avv tka ohbhntnu ohgsuh ubt kgupc kct 'ubshmn ,uks,av

 /kf ,t xbrpnu izv tuv v"cev tkt ub,ut ,xbrpnv thv ,tzv
vkv vbgb' vzv ihbgv kg sjt og h,rchs ogpa 'vhv lf vhva vagnu    

hbt hrac kgu vtur hbt hbhgc hrv 'vmur v,t vn gsuh hbht :hkt rntu
,t xbrpk ;xf hk ah h,sucgn rf,anu scug hbt ota 'ahdrn

!ojkk ohcgr ohrtab h,hc hbcu hbt hrv scug hbht otu 'h,jpan
t,ghhxc v"cu 'vnht,n vcua, uk ,ubgk kfut vn gdrk h,caj     
l,hcc aha iufb :uk h,rnt lfu ',gkue vcua, hbuhgrc vkg thnas
ov ohctua ifhvn gsuh lbhv otv 'vhhpt rub,u rrenu vxhcf ,bufn
,tz iht ',uptku xcfk vbufnv ,t khgpvk uktv ohrhstv ,ujufv ,t
'uktv ,ubufnv kf ohkgup ujufna l,hcc aha hhryekgv jf h"g tkt
,bufn tku rren tk lk iht hrv 'ye gdrk hhryekgv jf e,bh ot lt

/kzrc ka ,utyurdf ohcajb ov hrvu ',rjt vbufn oua tku vxhcf
    sdcu kuftk ojk lk ,b,ubv thv lhpf ghdha lhpc l,bgy v,t od 'ifcu

rat ohhj jur ,nab h"g tk ot sucgk jfv lk ihtn hf ,jfa lt 'auckk
',n rdpf kpub lbv lnn l,nab ,t ukyh ye gdrk ukhpt ot tkvu 'lptc

v kfuhnu 'onus ictk ohkanb uhvh ovc ,htd,b rat ohrafunv ohrct
!unmgcu usucfc v"cev tk ot gdru gdr kfc l,ut vhjnv tuv

ohnurnn ubhkg ghpaha ohnurn ifua hbpk vaecu vkp,c ohhxbu     
/r"hft ohkudn ohnjr lu,n vjkmvu vfrc gpa

   tvgrpk vnrda ,urufc ,fnc) h,bjcvu-wudu h,tmuv rat" 'h"ar
rufc ihc ([vhukkv rjt rcs v"s d"he ohkv, arsnc ihhg] of,t rrjak
rnutu ',hchrc ktrahk ,ugn vuknv in grpbu gsuh hbt ;t 'rufc ubhtak
ukce,a ,bn kg 'ohrmn .rtn of,t h,tmuv rat 't"s 'ov hrfb ka
rfac-igbf .rt ,t ofk ,,k /ofhkg ,uscf iv ukhpt 'h,uumn ofhkg
uk hbt ktrah .rtc rsv kfa-oheuktk ofk ,uhvk /h,uumn ukce,a

 /itf wufu rsv kfw ihhbg znrb gusn 'ihcvk lhrmu /"wufu oheuktk
   wv cahhnu rpux c,f,rfzvc rjt ruthc osevc '(u"k euxp oa) w

'sjt rpxc h,htr vbv 'arpk k"b" 'itf igbf .rt ,bh,bu ohrmn ,thmh
hf 'wvn ubujyc rhxn lf hsh kg hf 'lab jehk cu,fv rxta ogy c,fa
gsuh ubht urjxnc rjuxv ifu 'ubnzc oadv i,h ot wv shc tuv gruzv
'jhurha uck juyc ,hchrc vukn kct 'wv kt uhbhgu shxph ut jhuurh ot
vru,v vrxt ifku 'uk okah tku gar vuk ktrah rc vhvh tk hrva
tk ot epuxn tuv hrfbc hf 'rxtb tk hrfbnu 'lab ktrahn jehk

/uhrcs f"g 'uk okah tka h"g 'shxph
 c,f vbvu     i"cnrvov 'h,ueujc ,arpc wv jhycva ,ujycv kf hf '

 

oad vhvha vru,v ,ueujc lkh ota gcyc iht hf 'gcyc xb lrs kg
arus wv rat .rt thv 'ktrah .rt vbvu /uc ihhg 'tk tk otu jhnmhu
ohcuy ov ot vc ohcauhv hfrs hp kg ',hyrp vjdavc ,jdaunu v,ut
sucgk ostv ,t jhrfn vz vbvu /h,ueujc ,arpc ch,fsf 'ohgr otu
og oka uck vhvh tk ota 'grzu arj gdhu jrya rjta gsuhaf 'wv ,t
'oukf jhuurh tku 'vnutn jhnmh tku rmghh oadv hf 'ehrk u,ghdh vhvh wv

/wv ,sucgk ujhrfnv rcs ihtu 'jhurha uck juyc ,hcrc vukna vz kct
ifku 'wv ,t sucgk vhv ktrah .rt ,thcu ohrmn ,thmh ,hkf, vbvu     
,hchrc vuknv hcdk 'ifku 'k"bvf 'tk ut ubumr ohaugc o,hhjn ,t vk,
of,t h,tmuv rat wv hbt 'rntb 'wv ,t sucgk ujhrfnv rcs uk ihta

 'igbf .rt ,t ofk ,,k ohrmn .rtnoheuktk oa ofk vhvta hsf
u hyrp iputc ofhkg jhdanv lfc'hbscgk ohjrfun uhv,kct 'rtc,nf 

/"ktrah .rt ,chahn uz ,kgu, uk iht ,hchrc vukna vz
     vuk, tka iuhfs 'wlhektn ,trhuw osue rntb gusn rtck ah z"pku

juyc lck vhvh tk lfcu 'w,hcr,u lab u,tn je, ktw-,hcrc
/jhuur,u lk chyhha hsf u,ut sucg,u 'wv ,t trh, 'l,juurvc

(Monsey, NY)(Monsey, NY)(Monsey, NY)(Monsey, NY)
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Chacham Rabbeinu Chaim ben Attar ZT”L (Ohr HaChaim) would say:

       “‘What has the topic of Shemitah to do with Har Sinai?’ Shemitah applies in Eretz Yisroel. Hashem, Who owns the

entire universe and everything therein, willingly gave the land of Israel to us. The land, however, was given to us only

‘at Har Sinai’ as a result of our acceptance of the Torah. The more we attach ourselves to the heritage of Har Sinai, the

stronger our hold on the Holy Land becomes. Conversely, the more we detach ourselves from the heritage of Har Sinai,

our claim to the land will be challenged. There is no other way to acquire the land other than mitzvah observance!”

yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyaaaaaaaaaaaaaaazzzzzzzzzzzzzzzwwwwwwwwwwwwwwweeeeeeeeeeeeeeecccccccccccccccyyyyyyyyyyyyyyytttttttttttttttxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzaaaaaaaaaaaaaaadddddddddddddddxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxaaaaaaaaaaaaaaagggggggggggggggwwwwwwwwwwwwwwweeeeeeeeeeeeeeezzzzzzzzzzzzzzziiiiiiiiiiiiiii yazwecytxyzadxagwezi

      6:41 - y"r dgpnd blt       
zayl zexp zwlcd      * 7:53 - 

8:38 -  ̀ "n/rny z`ixw onf    
`"xbd/rny z`ixw onf     9:14 -

 10:27 - `"xbd / dlitz onf seq 
8:12 - zayd meil dngd zriwy  
9:02 - aixrn /k"d`v w"yven   

    mz epiax zhiyl/k"d`v -9:24
  [[[[""""ddddllllkkkk    iiii`̀̀̀eeeeaaaa""""    xxxxnnnn`̀̀̀iiiiyyyynnnn]]]]        zzzzaaaayyyydddd    zzzzllllaaaawwww    mmmmvvvvrrrr    oooonnnnffffnnnn    xxxxgggg`̀̀̀llll    ooooiiii`̀̀̀    mmmmccccwwwweeeennnn    wwwwiiiillllccccnnnnyyyy    iiiinnnn    ****

s"uh t"rdv ruthc (3) /uf tnuh (2) th:vxr s"uh (1)
(6) vxr s"uh ceghk ,nt (5) /uf tnuh (4) un:vxr

sfr-s  ,udvbvu ,ucua,

SSSSSSSSSSSSShhhhhhhhhhhhhaaaaaaaaaaaaabbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbooooooooooooosssssssssssss PPPPPPPPPPPPPaaaaaaaaaaaaarrrrrrrrrrrrrssssssssssssshhhhhhhhhhhhhaaaaaaaaaaaaasssssssssssss BBBBBBBBBBBBBeeeeeeeeeeeeehhhhhhhhhhhhhaaaaaaaaaaaaarrrrrrrrrrrrr BBBBBBBBBBBBBeeeeeeeeeeeeeccccccccccccchhhhhhhhhhhhhuuuuuuuuuuuuukkkkkkkkkkkkkooooooooooooosssssssssssssaaaaaaaaaaaaaiiiiiiiiiiiii -------------Shabbos Parshas Behar Bechukosai -
nnnnnnnnnn""""""""""aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaarrrrrrrrrreeeeeeeeeennnnnnnnnnxxxxxxxxxxttttttttttxxxxxxxxxxwwwwwwwwwwdddddddddd''''''''''cccccccccc̀`̀̀̀̀̀̀̀̀aaaaaaaaaaeeeeeeeeeezzzzzzzzzz n"aarenxtxwd'c`aez ('a mei) :clen oeiq yceg mikxan

 b`hp`nAMmiwlg 4 hin 11:01 

clid xear dxidn dnily d`etxl lltzdl `p
i"g x`y jeza i"p mixn oa `bxy l`wfgi mixt`

d"r dnly mdxa` 'x za lgx `yix ezirxe l"f 'iaeh 'x oa xhl` l`eny sqei mdxa` 'x znyp ielirl    

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                                                                    

    
 a"ryz xii` f"k             May 19, 2012 -
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z`n oeghae dpen`a zewfgzde z"iyd                                                               w"dir milyexia minyd xry zaiyi y`x
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llllyyyynnnnpppp: The curses found in the Tochacha are terrifying to

think about - but we must! Because all these hardships, all

these disasters, all the poverty, disease and suffering in the

world is an indictment of us who bring this upon ourselves 

  A SERIES IN HALACHA
 LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Laws and Customs that Merit a Good Parnassa (56)

Segulos From the Gedolei Hadoros. Sandek at a Bris Milah.

The RM’A (1) brings in the name of the Mahar’il, Rabbeinu

Yaakov Levi ZT”L (a later Rishon whose writings are one of

the basic sources of Ashkenazic custom and practice) that being

the Sandek (person who holds the baby on his knees while he is

circumcised) will bring him wealth. The reason for this is that

the legs of the Sandek as he holds the baby are considered like a

jczn (alter) upon which the daily Ketores (incense) was brought.

Just like the Ketores was known to bring wealth (2), so too being

Sandek will make one wealthy. The Vilna Gaon ZT”L (3)

seems to disagree with this as he comments on the RMA and

says, “We have never seen a Sandek becoming rich.”

   Based on the above comparison of Sandek and Ketores, the

RM’A brings a widely (but not universally) practiced custom.

Since bringing Ketores can make a person rich, says the Gemara

(4), they never let one Kohen offer the Ketores spices more than

one time, so that more people would have the opportunity to

become rich. Similarly, there is a custom to always honor a

different individual to act as the Sandek for each new baby born

into the family. There is a verified story about R’ Chaim

Kreiswirth ZT”L of Antwerp, that soon after he accepted the

honor of Sandek for the first time in his life, he unexpectedly

by not conforming to the will of Hashem and the words of

His Torah. Let us work to eradicate all the pain in the world

by following His laws and going in His ways. It’s up to us -

we have no one else to blame for our pain than ourselves!

    `̀̀̀""""hhhhiiiillllyyyy    ccccllllttttyyyyxxxxiiiidddd    jjjjeeeexxxxaaaa    dddd""""eeeennnn    zzzz`̀̀̀nnnn 
qqqqhhhhiiiiiiiidddd    ccccppppllllaaaaiiiillllwwww    ,,,,jjjjeeeexxxxaaaa    mmmmiiiiiiiigggg    zzzzxxxxhhhhrrrr    lllllllleeeekkkk    yyyy`̀̀̀xxxx 

came into a large sum of money.

Different Versions of this Segulah. Many have been troubled

by the fact that we see with our own eyes many people who take

the honor of ,utesbx but do not seem to become rich, as the

GR’A indicates. One possible explanation (with a number of

variations) has been given by R’ Yaakov Kaminetzky ZT”L (5)

who says that the full mitzvah of being Sandek is when that

person also pays for the meal of celebration that takes place after

the Bris. This is especially true, writes R’ Yaakov, when he helps

a needy father to cover all the expenses. The Gaavad of

Yerushalayim, R’ Moshe Shternbuch Shlit’a adds (6) that in

order to fulfill the full mitzvah of Sandek, there are a few

conditions he must comply with:

The Sandek must pay the Mohel (if he charges).

He must hold the baby when the berachos are recited. (In

some places, they call this snugn esbx)

He must drink some wine from the vfrc ka xuf - cup the

berachos were said on.

He must give a garment as a present to the child. There is a

basis for this in halacha as well.

   R’ Shternbuch adds that the Sandek should do all the above

with joy and preferably ask the father to be motzie him in the

beracha of "ubhct ovrct ka u,hrcc  uxhbfvk" .

1)

2)

3)

4)
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R’ Meir Leibush Malbim ZT”L would say: 

     “‘There is a cup in Hashem’s hand, with foaming wine fully mixed.’ (y-vg ohkv,) Meaning, Hashem holds in His

hand, as it were, a cup overflowing with blessing and prosperity, which contains inside the choicest, finest wine. The

posuk then continues, ‘from this He pours’ - Hashem constantly showers blessing upon the world. But if this is true,

then why do so many crises and terrible disasters occur? The continuation of the posuk provides the answer:

‘Draining it to the very dregs, all the wicked of the earth drink.’ As a result of our sins, people absorb from this

fancy wine only the harmful sediment. If only we perform teshuvah and increase our observance of mitzvos, we can

remove the blockade and earn the bounty of goodness of blessing, good fortune and happiness.”

A Wise Man would say:

   “As the saying goes: You only live once. But if you do it right, once is enough!”
TORAH TAVLIN IS AVAILABLE FREE OF CHARGE! TO SPONSOR/DEDICATE AN ISSUE, RECEIVE BY MAIL FOR YOUR SHUL OR

HAVE IT E-MAILED TO YOU DIRECTLY, PLEASE CALL 845-821-6200 OR E-MAIL TO: TORAHTAVLIN@YAHOO.COM.



    ................    iiiippppiiiiqqqq    xxxxddddaaaa    llll`̀̀̀xxxxyyyyiiii    iiiippppaaaa    llll`̀̀̀    ddddyyyynnnn    zzzz`̀̀̀    ''''dddd    ddddeeeevvvv    xxxxyyyy`̀̀̀    zzzzeeeevvvvnnnndddd    ddddllll`̀̀̀((((ccccllll----ffffkkkk))))
     The entire 49 days of the Omer are really a seven-week, step-by-step easy-to-follow middos workshop, to prepare us
for Kabbolas HaTorah! The question is, what have we done so far? Besides the seven middos based on the seven weeks that
we are meant to work on at this time, there are an additional 48 ways to acquire Torah that are outlined in the sixth chapter of
Pirkei Avos. These are the necessary prerequisites to true internalization of Torah. There are many people that are LEARNING
Torah, but that is not the ultimate goal. One must LIVE Torah, inculcate it’s teachings and become a personification of
Torah ideals. In order to make this happen one must prepare for true acceptance of the Torah by working on his character. 
    The reason that there are 48, rather than 49, vru,v hbhbe - acquisitions of Torah, is because the 49th day of the Omer is

meant to review the previous 48 and make sure that nothing was lost along the way. The 24th kinyan, the midway point, we
are taught to acquire a cuy ck - a good heart. If at the halfway mark you find yourself being kinder to people, speaking softer
and more patiently, then you know you are getting somewhere. If not, then go back to Lev Tov and start working from there.

(If you haven’t been working on your middos at all during Sefirah, then start today! You’ll see, it’ll make all the difference!) 
     The numerical value of cuy ck is 49 - as represented by the 49 days of Sefiras HaOmer. On Rosh Hashana, Hashem judges
us and decides how much gashmius we will have this year. On Shavuous, Hashem decides how much ruchnius and Torah we

will have! It all depends on how we prepare ourselves for Kabbolas HaTorah. So ... put your heart into acquiring a Lev Tov!

        ''''eeeebbbbeeee    mmmmkkkkiiiizzzz`̀̀̀hhhhgggg    llllrrrr    rrrraaaayyyy    mmmmkkkkzzzz`̀̀̀    ddddxxxxqqqqiiiillll    iiiizzzzttttqqqqiiiieeee    iiiillll    eeeerrrrnnnnyyyyzzzz    ̀̀̀̀ llll    ddddllll`̀̀̀    ccccrrrr    mmmm`̀̀̀eeee((((ggggiiii----eeeekkkk))))
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    ''''eeeekkkkeeeemmmmzzzzeeeellllkkkkllll    mmmmiiiizzzzllllrrrrbbbb    ̀̀̀̀ lllleeee    mmmmiiiizzzzqqqq`̀̀̀nnnn    ̀̀̀̀ llll    mmmmddddiiiiaaaaiiiieeee`̀̀̀    uuuuxxxx`̀̀̀aaaa    mmmmzzzzeeeeiiiiddddaaaa    zzzz`̀̀̀ffff    mmmmbbbb    ssss`̀̀̀eeeeccccnnnn----eeeekkkk))))((((

    One of the greatest disciples of the holy Baal Shem Tov ZT”L was the tzaddik, R’ Leib Sarah’s ZT”L, who was
known to travel far and wide sustaining and supporting hidden tzaddikim and uncovering sparks of holiness in far-flung
places. It is told that one Motzei Shabbos, R’ Leib Sarah’s suddenly felt a Divine presence tugging at his conscience urging
him to travel to a far-off land, where an unusually bright spark of greatness was hidden and needed to be uncovered. R’
Leib, the great mystic in faraway Ukraine, perceived that in Hungary there existed an exalted soul that was waiting to be
redeemed. Early the next morning, he set out on his holy calling, to locate and cultivate the hidden spark of kedusha.
     R’ Leib Sarah’s followed the direction the spirit was taking him and made his way to the outskirts of a little Hungarian
town known as Kalev. Walking through the outer fields, he heard a young boy who was tending to a gaggle of geese, singing
a beautiful tune. He moved closer to hear the song and the lament in the boy’s sweet and melodious voice. R’ Leib Sarah’s
was awestruck upon hearing the song and could not pull himself away. Finally, he asked the lad who taught him the song. 
     “It’s a song every shepherd around here knows,” said the child. And here he sang the song again, as it once was: 

Forest, O forest, how vast are you, Rose, O rose, how distant you are? Were the forest not so vast, My rose

wouldn’ be so far. Who will guide me out of the forest, and unite me with my rose?

   Then the boy said, “I have a different variation to this song,” and he sang it in the version R’ Leib Sarah’s had overheard: 
Exile, O exile, how vast are you, Shechinah, Shechinah, how distant you are! Were the exile not so vast, The

Shechinah wouldn’t be so far. Who will guide me out of the exile, and unite me with the Shechinah? 

     “What is your name, my child?” R’ Leib asked in amazement.
     “My name is Yitzchok, but they call me Izik,” the boy answered. “I tend to the geese to support my widowed mother.” 
     “And what do you do out here all day long?” R’ Leib asked. “I sing songs,” young Yitzchok Izik answered. 
     “Can you sing this one again for me?” R’ Leib asked. The boy began to sing again with a sweet, crystal clear voice.
    R’ Leib’s tears poured profusely down his cheeks and he kissed young Yitzchok Izik. He accompanied the boy home, and
told his mother that he wanted to take him to study Torah, and that he would regularly send her money to support herself. The
woman reluctantly agreed and she blessed her child and sent him off with R’ Leib, who took him to the yeshivah of the
renowned chassidic master, R’ Shmelke of Nikolsburg ZT”L, where young Yitzchok Izik became an outstanding Torah

scholar and Rebbe. His knowledge of both niglah and nistar, the revealed and mystical aspects of Torah, was legendary.
Returning home to Hungary, he became a melamed (teacher) in the Jewish community of Nagy Kallo. Within a short time, he
was named the Rabbi of Kalev, serving forty years and gaining thousands of new followers for the chassidic movement. 
     From then on, R’ Yitzchok Izik Kalever ZT”L made it a habit to walk in the outer pastures to listen to the melodies sung
by the shepherds. And like the man who discovered him, R’ Leib Sarah’s, the Kalever chanced upon a shepherd surrounded
by his flock and singing a Hungarian love song with the words, “Szol a kakash mahr.” The melody could never be forgotten.
Moved to tears by the song, the Kalever insisted on buying it from the shepherd. At the request of the Kalever who wished to
memorize the song, the shepherd sang the song once, then twice, but on his third attempt he could not recall the song at all.
The Rebbe did, however, and forever after, the niggun belonged again to the Jews. The Kalever said, many times about the
song, “that it was once chanted by the Levites in the Holy Temple and was in exile among the unlearned common people.”
     One cannot hear a melody of the Kalever Rebbe and not be touched. Chassidim sitting in the darkness of the dusk late
Shabbos afternoon at sholosh seudos often sing the revised song of the shepherd. The melody is a penetrating one, arousing a
craving for closeness to Hashem, and a prayer that He bring our bitter exile to an end, so that we can join the Divine Presence
in the Sanctuary in Jerusalem.

                                            rrrraaaayyyyllll    mmmmzzzzllllkkkk`̀̀̀eeee    ddddiiiixxxxtttt    uuuuxxxx`̀̀̀dddd    ddddppppzzzzppppeeee
        ''''eeeebbbbeeee    ddddiiiillllrrrr    gggghhhhaaaallll    mmmmzzzzaaaayyyyiiiieeee                                                                ((((hhhhiiii----ddddkkkk))))

    Faith and trust in Hashem are the cornerstones of the

mitzvah of Shemitah. Even people who were not well versed

in Torah nevertheless held a degree of faith and trust that

merited Divine response by keeping the mitzvah of Shemitah.  

    A chasid of the Tzemach Tzedek, R’ Menachem

Mendel of Lubavitch ZT”L once told his Rebbe that he

was disappointed in the lack of great individuals among the

Jewish people. “What makes you think you’re an expert on

great people?” the Rebbe asked and proceeded to tell a story.

    There was once a farmer who was very devout but totally

ignorant of learning, so much so that he was unable to read a

calendar. He would go into the city once a month, and the

rabbi would write for him a list of instructions as to which

prayers he was to say each day of the upcoming month.

    One year there was a terrible drought, and the rabbi

proclaimed a day of fasting and teshuvah. It so happened that

the farmer came into town that day and went to see the rabbi,

who was in shul all day because it was a fast day. The farmer

went to the shul and complained to the rabbi that he had not

given him any instructions to fast on that day or the special

prayers that were to be said. The rabbi explained that this was

not a regularly scheduled fast day, and he hadn’t known in

advance that a fast day would be proclaimed to pray for rain. 

    The man appeared puzzled, “Why do you fast if there is no

rain? If I need rain for my farm, I just go out and look toward

the sky and say, ‘Father, I need rain,’ and then it rains.”

   “Can you do this for us as well?” asked the rabbi, impressed. 

    “Why not?” the man responded. He went outdoors, lifted

his eyes to the skies, and in a tearful voice said, “Father, your

children need rain!” In moments, gray clouds appeared on

the horizon, and soon abundant rain fell to the parched earth.

    “Now,” the Tzemach Tzedek said, “do you think you can

tell who is a ‘great’ spiritual person and who is not?”
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jjjjkkkkxxxxrrrr    ddddiiiiddddeeee    xxxxkkkkffff    mmmm`̀̀̀    ddddllllrrrrnnnneeee    ddddppppyyyy    mmmmiiiiyyyyyyyy    ooooaaaannnn    mmmm`̀̀̀eeee    
    mmmmiiiillllwwwwyyyy    ddddxxxxyyyyrrrr    ddddaaaawwwwpppplllleeee    llllwwwwyyyy    xxxxyyyyrrrr    ddddyyyynnnngggg        ((((ffff----ffffkkkk))))

    From the assessments for people in their prime years - “the

assessment of a male shall be fifty ... If she is female thirty” -

we see that the basic ratio of female to male is three to five.

However, with regard to men and women after their prime

years, the Torah does not employ the same formula. Rather,

for a male sixty years and older, the assessment is fifteen

shekel, whereas for a female, it is ten shekel - two to three.

Why doesn’t the Torah maintain the same ratio as previously,

and stipulate nine shekel for a female? The gemara (/yh ihfrg)
answers that a woman’s value does not decrease in old age

as much as the value of a man. Chazal quote the folk saying

as follows: “When there’s a grandfather in the house there’s

breakage in the house; when there’s a grandmother in the

house, there’s a treasure in the house.” 

    R’ Zalman Sorotzkin ZT”L (Oznaim L’Torah)

denotes that this dictum of the sages cannot be interpreted

as referring to the labor-market value of an elderly woman,

for the valuation of human beings is calculated only

according to age not according to economic value. Thus, for

example, a disabled person who is completely

unemployable has the same assessment as anyone else of

his age and gender. In the valuation of human beings, the

Torah takes into account only the "apb lrg" - value of the

soul, not the physical abilities of the body. This spiritual

value varies with age and is fixed by the Creator of all souls.

    A grandmother over the age of sixty is usually “a treasure

in the house” because she continues to be useful around the

house, within her strength. Therefore, she is happy with her

portion and makes others happy. On the other hand, the

grandfather is often full of complaints about the fact that he

has lost his value as a merchant or craftsman and has

become dependent on his children. Therefore the woman’s

spiritual value does not decrease as much as the man’s.

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF   
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO 

llllyyyynnnn: A rabbi and a soap maker were having a discussion

one day about religion. “If I were you,” the manufacturer

said, “I’d go into another profession. How can you believe

in G-d? If G-d exists, would there be so many sick people?

Would there be abandoned children? If G-d existed, would

there be suffering or pain. I can’t imagine a loving G-d who

would allow all of these things to occur to his people.”

    The rabbi thought for a moment and then said, “Come,

let’s take a walk in the park, and we’ll discuss it further.”

    It was a bright sunny day, and the park was filled with

cyclists, runners, strollers, and children. Soon they passed a

sandbox, where a group of toddlers were playing. The rabbi

stopped and turned to his friend, “You know, if I were you,

I would change my profession.”

    Taken aback, the man said, “What? Why?”

    “Well, look at all those kids. They’re dirty and grimy.”

    “Hey, wait a minute. That’s not fair,” the man protested.

“My soap is a perfect product; but those kids aren’t using it.”

    “Aha!” said the rabbi. “G-d does exist but people aren’t

turning to him. That’s why there’s so much pain in the world!”


