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2mn teach that when the Torah was to be given, Hashem
offered it to the other nations of the world, but each refused it

| because at least one of the MM27H WY contradicted that

nation's sinful way of life. However, there were individuals

| from these nations, who did want the Torah but were

outnumbered. It is these M) which reappeared in later
generations as P18 > - Righteous converts.

Therefore, the reading of M7 N1 on Shavuos alludes to
the desire of these souls to accept the Torah at Har Sinai, and
to their having realized this desire of mxm nNNN 9y Nvap

| upon becoming a part of the Jewish people.

MPAVN IN 12383 AN9a NaYN

A well established custom calls for studying Torah through |

out the night on the first night of Shavuos. The Magen
Avraham brings a reason for this 310 from the famous

Medrash, that on the day that Bnei Yisroel were to receive the
| Torah, the entire nation overslept. Hashem's presence was

already manifest on Har Sinai, yet the people were still
sleeping! As atonement for having overslept then, the D>Pon

| onwxn would study Torah throughout the night of Shavuos.

In later generations, this custom was adopted by Jews of all
walks of life and level of Torah scholarship.
The Zohar writes: Those who work to perfect the groom

| (Torah) on this night, n7apn blesses him with 70 m>72 and

| Heavenly ornaments. R' Tzadok HaKohen ZT"L of Lublin
| also cites the Zohar that a special "Heavenly Purification"
| follows the seven full weeks of Sefirah, when a Jew strives to
purify himself. The way to fully experience this gift of purity
| is through all-night immersion in the waters of Torah.
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| name of Avraham Ben Avraham:
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then head of the London 7 m2, was forced to take refuge in
the nearest bomb shelter. This meant going to the bank one

| flight down from his apartment and entering a steel walk-in

vault. The bank's gentile director was close to R' Abramsky
and he had built a special staircase descending directly from
the Rabbi's apartment into the bank to facilitate his family's
flight to safety.

The bank workers who also found shelter in the huge vault
noticed that each time R' Yechezkel entered the vault he
would whisper something to himself. On one occasion, they
asked the Rov's son what was it that his father was saying.

"Through the course of his life, my father has recited the
verse 79021 ANt YR 79 NNN Y0 10 - [ prefer the Torah of

| your mouth more than thousands in gold and silver, countless
| times. But now, each time he enters this vault and is

surrounded by millions of pounds sterling, my father is filled
with joy, for he perceives how he himself feels about the
wisdom of Hashem. He would not trade a bit of it for all the
money in the world. It is this verse that you see my father
whispering each time he enters the vault!"

SHAVUOS TORAH GEMS
(2-1%) /19Y 9NN 13 HINYYS BV 9% 92992 19NN
The words %0 934 are numerically equivalent to the
word 9Y5wa (378). Rashi quotes the Mechilta that when Bnei

| Yisroel came to Har Sinai, all the ©vaw were united as one
| man with one heart - »TNX 2921 TNX w2, In this merit they
| were NON to receive the Torah.

The Chidah, R' Chaim Yosef Dovid Azulai ZT"L, adds

that because we read the Parsha of 43414 on the Shabbos

before Shavuos, it is appropriate that we attempt to make
97v among one another before receiving the Torah.

(X=N 119 N91N) YINA 299 119 DIVAIYH DAY 1393 3719
Some two hundred years ago on the second day of Shavuos,
Avraham Ben Avraham, the Ger Tzedek (Righteous

| convert) of Vilna, was burnt at the stake by the Catholic

Church. The Chofetz Chaim would say the following in the
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During the battle of Britain in World War II, London fell
victim to nightly bombing raids by the German Luftwaffe.
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described for the Gaon the details of the new ordinances.

"I'm sorry, but.this is not a new Mpn that you are
enacting," replied the Gaon, "This is an old edict of the 'Four
Lands' that your talking about." The City leaders were
dismayed, for they had never heard of the 'Four Lands' or their
ordinances and they begged the Gaon to explain to them what
he was referring to.

R' Eliyahu raised up his voice and solemly declared,"What
I meant by the old ordinances was in reference to the times of
our Mar and the 'Four Lands' were D1asy ,nnTN ,nMny , 0170
who were well renowned for their wickedness. These 'Four
Lands' were the first to come up with these unfair nwpn
towards poor people and hospitality. You are not discussing

any "new" ordinances here!

TORAH GEMS
(02=N) 710 23°0 92992 D1P9 NWNR NN /N NIY TUNI
Chazal tell us that all the mnw) of Bnei Yisroel are
included in the Torah and that each one of the 600,00 Jews
has a corresponding letter in the Torah (There are six hundred

| thousand letters in the Torah, including the symbols and dots).

In our ©WYTPN 09D it is written that the word YNaW? is an
abbreviation for NMNY NPMN XA YWY W - There are
600,00 letters to the Torah.

R' Levi Yitzchok of Berditchev ZT"L explains further
that when Moshe Rabbeinu counted the Bnei Yisroel, he
combined the letters of the Torah and studied them. It is thus
written "NwN NN N M WNRYY - As Hashem commanded
Moshe, just as Moshe Rabbeinu learned the entire Torah as
per Hashem's command, "0 727102 07PN - So did he
number them in the wilderness, the counting of Y 993 in
and of itself was learning Torah.

(312-X) 119 DN YPOND NI DMAN NVNY BDNHM
The Ramban explains that »> V1w was the smallest tribe

| because they were never subject to forced labor in D%,
| whereas the rest of the tribes were larger, so as to be 0»pn

the 7109, N2 12 MN WY WKV - As they afflicted them

Like all the city's residents, R' Yechezkel Abramsky ZT"L

they grew even greater. The more work, the larger they grew.

| residents of Vilna not to accept visitors from other cities in

' meetings unless a new Mpn was going to be instituted."

| that have never before been enacted in our city." They then
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In the city of Vilna, an agreement was made between the
Vilna Gaon, R' Eliyahu M'Vilna ZT"L, and the Jewish city
leaders, that whenever a town meeting was to be called to
discuss important city matters, the Gaon would not be asked
to participate unless it concerned a new nypn that was to be
implemented in the city.

One day, the leaders decided to enact a number of new city
ordinances: All charity that was collected in the city was to be
distributed solely to the poor people of Vilna, and to urge the

their homes. This would allow more poor Vilna residents to
receive the NPT and hospitality from their fellow citizens.
Their motto was PP TPy »y” - "The poor of our city
come first", and they invited R' Eliyahu to attend the city
council meeting.

The Gaon sent them a message. "I thought it was
understood that I was not to be asked to attend any council

The Parnassim answered him,"Rebbi, these are new nupn




