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Chazal interpret this posuk: "Although the place of the Temple is
desolate, it remains holy." The posuk translates literally "I will make your
sanctuaries desolate" - it could just as well mean that the place will be
desolate of holiness. Why did Chazal turn to a new interpretation?

The answer, says R' Yosef B. Soloveitchik ZT"L, is in the Haftorah.
There we read, "Hashem's Throne of Honor, exalted from the first day of
Creation, the place of our Temple" (2-3v 7). The medrash interprets
this to mean that there is a "Yerushalayim Shel Ma'alah" - Jerusalem
above, paralleling the "Yerushalayim Shel Matah" - Jerusalem below. The
former is the place of Hashem's Throne, which was created at the
beginning of Creation. The latter is the place of the Temple. Obviously,
the Babylonians and the Romans could not destroy Yerushalayim Shel
Ma'alah, no matter what they did to the Temple below.

Therefore, because Chazal knew that the two "cities" are connected, as
was symbolized by the ladder in Yaakov Avinu's dream, that reached from
heaven to earth, they knew that as long as the Throne above retains its
holiness, the Temple site below will always do so as well.
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R' Shimon Shkop ZT"L would say:

"Torah, like money, is entrusted to a person by Hashem. If a person
proves himself a reliable caretaker, he is entrusted with even more wealth.
Thus, one who gives charity is rewarded with greater monetary wealth,
while one who teaches Torah is rewarded with greater knowledge."

R' Menachem Mendel Schneerson ZT"L would say:
"Sometimes a person must act first and then think. It is easier to rectify
one's deeds, than to rectify one's thoughts."

R' Yitzchak Hutner ZT"L would say:

"In old cities, the clock tower was built so tall that no one could tamper
with the time. So too, a Rov must be regarded with such high esteem that
he can guide and teach unhindered. A Rov whom the community can
change according to its own whims is not a leader but a follower."

MAZEL TOV TO RABBI AND MRS. ZALMAN GUTTMAN ON THE

BIRTH OF THEIR DAUGHTER MIRIAM BRACHA >3
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The Tchebiner Rov looked at his guests. "So you see, I am alive today
because I begged Hashem to be allowed to continue to learn Torah.
Therefore, under these terms, I cannot allow anything - not even a
pressing communal matter - to take me away from my studies. As I said
before, the meeting is of utmost importance; Attending it is certainly a
great mitzvah and would not constitute any kind of infraction of Bitul
Torah - disruption of Torah study. Nevertheless, I still cannot attend."

R' Chaim Shmuelevitz ZT"L commented on the above story. After
Chizkiyohu Hamelech had concluded his tefillah - prayer, the posuk tells
us that he was informed, through a prophecy of Yeshayohu Hanavi, that
he would be granted an additional fifteen years of life. "And the
Tchebiner Rov," explained R' Chaim, "passed away two years after the
above incident took place - fifteen years after he fell ill and uttered his
prayer, like Chizkiyohu."
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The Torah promises an extra abundance in the produce of the sixth
year in order to aid in observing shemittah - the sabbatical year. Yet
Chazal tell us that the mitzvah of shemittah was neglected during most of
the first Temple era. How could the people have failed to see the sign
which Hashem sent every year before the shemittah?

R' Yaakov Yitzchak Halevi Ruderman ZT"L explains that the very
last posuk in the Torah refers to the miracles 92 >»y> nwn NWY TUNY
IR - "which Moshe did before the eyes of Yisrael.”" The Ramba''n
states that not all of Moshe's miracles were done in the presence of the
Jewish people. However, because Moshe had prepared the people and
taught them how to recognize a miracle, everything he did subsequently
was considered "before the eyes of Yisrael." If one does not look for the
miracle or the sign, he will not see it. This is why the miracle of the
"sixth year" did not move the Jews to observe the shemittah.

We see, similarly, that Yehoshua cursed the man who would rebuild
the city of Yericho, that he would "pay" for the foundation with the life
of his oldest son and he would complete the construction with the death
of his youngest son, and although this curse was fulfilled to the last
detail, one man persisted in building and never realized that Yehoshua's
curse was being fulfilled before his eyes. He just was not looking.
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It happened once, that the Torah leaders of Eretz Yisroel were to meet
regarding an issue of paramount importance and they agreed that the
Tchebiner Rov, R' Dov Beirish Weidenfeld ZT'L, should be asked to
participate. Two of the leaders went to personally call on the Rov.

The Tchebiner Rov welcomed his distinguished guests and listened to
their request. Then, he responded, "This surely is a matter of major
importance; the meeting is absolutely necessary. However, I feel that I
cannot attend."”

The guests were somewhat taken aback. If the Tchebiner Rov did agree
that the matter was so pressing, then why would he not agree to
participate? They decided to ask the Rov.

"T'll tell you," said R' Dov Beirish after a few moments of silence.
"Thirteen years ago, I was dangerously ill. It appeared as if my end was
near. At that time, I decided to follow the example of one of the great
kings of Israel. The posuk states, 'And Chizkiyohu turned his face toward
the wall and he prayed to Hashem.' (3-5 ©>35n) Likewise, I cried out,
'Ribono Shel Olam, Ich vil lernen dein Heileger Torah! Master of the
Universe, I want to study Your holy Torah! I just want to learn Your
Torah!" Hashem heeded my cries and heartfelt pleading and in a
miraculous manner, I was cured."

SOOI OIO SOOI O5<>

SOOI OSSOSO SOOI




