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Page 6
the Third Day, and human beings were created on the Sixth
Day. I have seniority! Why must I be part of a miracle done
for them?" Then it saw the casket carrying Yosef. Yosef was
younger than his brothers, but nonetheless he was the ruler
over all of them - to the point that they had to bow to him and
to his will. Their descendents observed his word generations
after his death, emerging with his casket according to his
instructions. This proved that age isn't a necessary indicator of
greatness. When the sea recognized this, it parted.

We do not say "Shehecheyanu" at Kiddush on the last two
evenings of Pesach. Aside from the obvious reason that it is
not a new festival, there is a deeper reason. On the last two
days, we commemorate our crossing of the Red Sea, when the
Egyptians, G-d's creatures, were drowned. This should mute
our rejoicing and we should not derive satisfaction from their
troubles. When Moshe sang 7> ' by the Red Sea, he had to
force the words out of himself. He was right to sing a song of
praise at our deliverance from the Egyptians, but his heart was
heavy, because of the drowning of the Egyptians. We learn:
"In the downfall of your enemies do not rejoice." There is a
character trait in many of us, to derive pleasure from someone
else's downfall, and we should work to eliminate it. Let us try
to share another's burden, and rejoice in his triumphs.

+o VIR 120 NN
R' Avrohom Farbstein ZT"L would say:
"When a person has true emunah in Hashem, suffering
does not break him and good fortune does not make him
drunk with pleasure!"

R' Itzel Shafran ZT"L would say:
"A man who views the world at 50 the same as he did at 20
has wasted 30 years of his life."

R' Yehudah Lowy ZT'L (Mahara'l M'Prague) would say:

"To remake oneself in Hashem's image constitutes His
glorification. One's virtuous deeds and devout posture are a
reflection of Hashem's splendor in this world!"
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what it considered to be its legitimate claim to the land. Of
course, these were invariably conflicting, and were often
resolved, even after lengthy discussion and negotiation, in a
manner that was deemed unsatisfactory to both parties.

By a turn of events, the border negotiations between
Russia and Lithuania, were conducted by two Jews. The
representative from Russia was a man named Adolph Jaffa,
while the negotiator representing Lithuania was named
Shimon Rosenbaum. The two met to discuss reasonable
guidelines on resolving the dispute between the two countries.

After preliminary discussions, Shimon Rosenbaum took
his counterpart aside and said to him, "Listen here, Adolph,
everyone else may have difficulties with claims and counter-
claims. However, the Jews have a simple solution, a criterion
that is infallible and can quickly resolve the problem."

"What is it?" asked the Russian eagerly.

Rosenbaum smiled. "It is well known that my countrymen,
the Lithuanian Jews, are unable to pronounce the letter "w» -
the "Sh" sound properly, and when trying to do so, instead say
the simple "s" sound." Jaffa looked at him with narrow eyes.

Rosenbaum continued, "So all we do is simply go from
village to village within the disputed area, and ask the Jews to
read the first verse from Song of Songs. Wherever they read it,
"Sir Hasirim Aser L'Slomo,"” we will know that that area is
part of Lithuania, and where they begin saying it by
pronouncing the words, "Shir Hashirim Asher L'Shlomo,"” we
will know for certain that that is Russia!"

YOM TOV ACHARON SHEL PESACH
(=79 ©Y9°01N) /991 MNNRY 202 1990 DI AN 0N

The Medrash writes: "What did the sea see? It saw the
casket of Yosef." According to the Medrash, the sea parted
because it saw the casket of Yosef. But the next question to be
asked is, what was so special about the bones of Yosef? Why
would the sea turn back simply because of his casket, and not
because of Moshe, Aharon, and all of the Children of Israel?

The Reisha Rov, R' Aharon Levin ZT"L answers that the
sea didn't really want to move, and not merely because of
inertia. It claimed, "I am greater than man. I was created on
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Immediately following the end of World War I, many
countries were divided and borders became distorted. The
negotiations that ensued regarding national boundaries were
extremely complex and complicated. As was to be expected,
various nations claimed control and ownership over over-
lapping areas, and each side went out of their way to set forth
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contents quickly into the fire. "My brothers think that ev
edicts are abolished with money," said the Rebbe to one
young man, "but that is not true. They are abolished thus

The chasid looked puzzled. What had the Rebbe mea:
say, he wondered, for it was not clear at all. The Rebbe
continued, "We say it every year during the Yoitzrois - h
of Shabbos Hagadol. As its written: That is to say, by tl
sixth hour to burn the chametz, why are we bid? To reca
Divine haste, of edicts to be rid." "

Relief and amazement were experienced by every Jev
when the news spread that the nobleman who had threat

the Jews had suddenly died, and with him, his terrible th

PESACH TORAH GEMS

How can it be that Maror, being a symbol of the slav
preceded by the Matzah, the symbol of redemption? The
is wrong, it should be the other way around.

The Chiddushei HaRim, R' Yitzchok Meir Alter Z
answered with a parable: A King decided to exile his spc
son from his kingdom to teach him a lesson and turn hin
around for the good. After a number of years, though, th
King became overwhelmed with mercy for his son and w
him to return. He sent out a royal emissary, who located
young man in a remote village, barefoot and in rags, dru
the local pub. "How are you? I've been looking for you f
long!" the emissary stammered in disbelief. "Wonderful,
splendid!" replied the drunken prince. "If only I had a pa
boots and jacket, nobody in the world would be happier
I!" The boy had totally forgotten his royal upbringing. H
only concerns were his own mundane, physical desires.

In Tehillim (19-vp), Dovid Hamelech writes, "And He
their distress when He heard their song." Yisroel was st
deep into slavery, yet they were singing! The apex of sla
is when the slave becomes reconciled to his situation anc
longer desires freedom. Thus, the Matzah, which represe
freedom and redemption, precedes the Maror, the symbc
enslavement. It is to remind us how far into servitude Yi.
had descended. Until they were redeemed, they didn't ev
realize the bitterness of the slavery!

SOOI OIOIOIISISIOIOISIOISOS<

SO ISOSOOIS OIS IS IO IOI<<




